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Lankans accused of ball-doctoring

Slater slaughters SL

Siater lafied the ball over
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PERTH, Dec 9:
Michael
hit a
unbeaten 189
and shared a
double century
opening partnership with
Mark Taylor as Australia
assumed command on Satur-
day. the second day of the
one-off Test against Sri Lanka
at the WACA Ground, report
agencies.

Australia was 358 for two
at stumps after the loss of
Taylor (96) and David Boon
(13) and was 107 in frent in
reply to Sri Lanka's disap-
pointing 251 made on the
first day.

The Sri Lankans' misery
was heightened when match
referee Graham Dowling of
New Zealand found them
guilty of tampering with the
ball and threatened sanctions
againsi theon
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Lankan attack to the sword
during an exhilarating display
of high-class batting and was
11 runs shy of his maiden
first-class double century at
the close of play.

Slater's second successive
century in Perth, following
his 124 against England ear-
lier this year, couldn't have
been better timed.

The 25-year-old put be-
hind him the disappointing
series against Pakistan —
when he scored 139 runs at
‘an average of 27.80 — with
his mnth century in 31
" Tests.
|+ He sent the Sri me

on a day-long leather hunt on
" a WACA pitch that clearly
favoured the batsmen.

Slater
sizzling

the ropes five times
and hit 13 rs in a blister
ing innings that has already

lasied just over six hours

with 265 balls faced.
Coming to the wicket at

start of play. Slater added
228 for the first wicket with
his captain Mark Taylor.

Scoring at more than four
runs an over. it was a highly
ent display that re-
flected badly on Sri Lanka's
first innings performance in
which several batsmen lost
their wickets to rash shots.

Slater, whose previous
highest score was 176 in the
first Test against d in
Brisbane last year, celebrated
reaching three figures with
his customary gesture of kiss-
ing the Australian emblem on
his helmel.

His only blemish came
with his score on 159 when
off-spinner Muttiah Muralid-
haran, the best of the Sri

Lankan bowlers, dropped a

smart chest-high catch off
his own bowling.

New South Wales team-
mates Taylor and Slater
compiled their 10th century
and second-highest Test
partnership with consum-
mate ease before Taylor fell

fi ft
nr'lsa_‘,r or Etiﬁgamm subdued

of the pair, hit 13 fours in an
innings lasting 224 minutes
and 173 deliveries before be-
ing trapped leg before wicket
by part-time off-spinner Ar-
avinda de Silva.

The dismissal meant the
opening pair fell 32 runs
short of their best stand of
260 againsl Engla.nd at Lord's

in )
llm'l::er thrtc batsman

David Boon fell soon after for
13, caught off bat and pad
close to the wicket by
Chandika Hathurusinghe to
give Muralidharan his only

di
!;:al whose place in the

side was in doubt before the
Test after a succession of
failures in Australia's recent

geries winﬁ over Pakistan,
looked unhappy at the deci-

sion and threw his chewing

Meanwhile, the Interna-
tional Cricket Council match
referee, Dowling, was noti-
fied of the alleged tampering
by umpires Peter Parker of
Australia and Pakistan's
Khizer Hayat, who examined
the seam of the ball three
times and showed it to
Ranatunga.

But the ball was not re-
placed.

Dowling warned Sri
Lankan skipper Arjuna
Ranatunga and his players of
possible further action.

In a statement issued after
the day's play, Dowling said,
"During one of his regular ex-
amination of the ball, umpire
Khizer Hayat was Ctoncerned
lo note that it appeared to
have been inlerfered with. He
showed the Lall to umpire
Peter Parker, who agreed.

"The Sri Lankan captain
Arjuna Ranatunga was noli-
fied the condition of the ball

TAYLOR... 96

had clearly been altered by a
member or members of his
team during the course of the
17" over.

‘I'nrthermore, the um-
pires advised they would take
appropriate action if there
was any further attempt to
tamper with the ball.

"The International Cricket
Council does not condone
such practices, and | have
made this abundantly clear to
the Sri Lankan team man-
agement, with whom | have
met since close of play."” the
statement further read.

Neither Dowling nor the

umpires were available aftér

the brief four-paragraph
statement and Ranatunga de-
clined to comment.

Dravid 1

1 SHARJAH, Dec
9: A rock-solid
innings
‘Rahul Dravid
steered India 'A’
to a thrilling
five-wicket victory over arch-
rivals Pakistan 'A’ with just
one ball to spare in the four-
nation Interface Cup cricket
tournament here today.
reports PTI.

Kamataka Ranji star Rahul
Dravid, who was adjudged as
the man-of-the match built
the innings with a patient
unbeaten 69 as India ‘A
scored 219 for five in 49.5
overs (o surpass the Pakistan
‘A’ score of 214 for six in
stipulated 50 overs.

The icing on the cake was
provided by big-built Salfl
Ankola. Ankola, who was
dropped in the previous ball
sent Haris Khan for a huge
six over the long on bound-

The Indian batsmen cast
away their wickets with
indiscreet shots after
Pakistan ‘A’ off the hook in
the morning. With pitch
playing easy and the Pakistan
attack lacking bite, the score
of 214 seemed an attainable

target until they began losing
wickets ai regular intervals.

Opener Gagan Khoda, who
scored 41 in 73 balls, started

off in style but threw his
wicket as he slashed at Bilal
Rana off the bowling of So-
haib Mohammed to take a
comfortable catch.

Pravin Amre began nudg-
ing and pushing in his char-
acteristic style as he swept
Haris Khan for a six over
midwicket. However, trying
to repeat the same shot he
was brilliantly caught at the
ropes by Zahid Fazal for 24.

Subsequently, it was
Dravid who held the
innings as he got able sup-
port from Saurav Gang
Both added 74 runs for the
fifth wicket in 137 balls.

Ganguly scered a quickfire 38
in 41 balls.

Earlier, Pakistan whe
were put into bat after Indian
skipper Vikram Rathore won
the toss were led out of trou-
ble. first by Mansoor Rana
and Aamir Hanif and then
big-hitting of
Mehmood as they recowvered
from 150 for six in 43.4

First, it was Bombay Rangi

from

inspires India A

star Paras Mhambrey, who
was recently included in the

Indian one-day squad against
New Zealand, rocked the
-Pakistanis with two early
dismissals.

He bowled Sohaib
Mohammed bat and

pad and then enticed Pak-
istan ‘A’ skipper Rizwanul
Zaman into g wicket-
keeper a low catch to his
right. At this stage Pakistan

were 13 for two.

Former Test star Zahid
Fazal and Mansoor Rana

out to hit Venkatapa-
thy Raju and was cleverly
stumped by Saba Karim.

Mansoor Rana, dropped
twice, and Aamir Hanif were
associated in 106-run part-
nership for their fourth

wicket in 21.1 overs. After |

PAKISTAN ‘A
Rizwanuz Zaman st Karim
b Mhamtwey 0%
Schath Mohammed b
Mhambrey 00
Zahid Fazal st Karim b Raju 19
Mansoor Ras run out 54
Aamir Handf b Mhambrey &1
igbal lmam b S Ankola al
Bilal Rana not out 22
Azher Mehmood not out 44
Extras: (1-Jb. 7-w) O
Total: (for six wickets 50
overs| 214
Fall of wickets : 1-1; 2-13,

3-36; 4-142: 5-146; 6-150
Bowling O M R W

Mi. imbrey 10 1 3
Akl 10 1 49 1
Rayju 10 2 35 1
Ganguly 10 1 48 0O
Hirwani 10 0 45 O
INDIA ‘A’

Vikram Rathore ¢ Imam b

Handi 19
Gagan Khoda ¢ Mobuanmed

b Rana 41
A Mazumdar ¢ H Khan b K

Khan 11
Rahul Dravid not out 69

Pravin Amre ¢ Zahid b H Khan 24
S Ganguly ¢ Mansoor Rana

b H Khan 38
Salil Ankola (not out) o7
Extras: (2-1b, 7-w, 1-nbj 10
Total (for five wickets 49.5
overs) 219

Fall of wickets: 1-40: 2-

65; 3-94; 4-137; 5-211.

Bowling 0O MR W
Kabir Khan T 1 22 1
Azher Mehmood 81 0 26 0
Aamir Hanif 8B1 0O 25 1
Igbal Imam 8 0 45 0
Hilal Rana 5 0 38 1
Haris Khan BS540 K7 2

Man-of-the-match: Rahul
Dravid

Windies wobble
once more

NEWCASTLE. Australia.
Dec 9: West Indies acting

captain Courtney Walsh str-

ained an ankle as the tourists
tumbled towards a likely
defeat against New South
Wales today, reports Reuter,

" Walsh, who teok charge in
the absence of injured cap-
tain - Richie Richardson,

landed on his left
leg while bowling during the
morning session.

His injury added to a mis-
erable day for the West
Indies, who were dismissed
for 159 in their second in-
nings only minutes before
close of play.

The home side will be
chasing a mere 90 runs for
victory when thcy begin their
second innings on the fuul‘th
and final day on Sunday. :

West Indies physiothera-
pist Dennis Waight said a de-
cision on whether Walsh
would bowl again in the
match would be made before
start of play. '

Walsh was the pick of the
bowlers before limping off,
taking four for 61 as New
South Wales scored 308 in
reply to West Indies' first in-
nings 238.

Walsh, batting with a run-
ner, lasted only five balls near
the end of a lacklustre dis-
play by his team.

New South Wales and
former Australia Test off-
spinner Greg Matthews,
playing a record 116th match
for his state, claimed five for
43 from 23 overs.

Wrist-spinner David
Freedman took two second-
innings wickets to complete
a 10-wicket haul for the
match.

New South Wales began
the day on 266 for five, bol-
stered by a maiden first-class
century for Richard Chee
Quee, but lost their last five
wickets for just 42 runs.

v
Eyles' easy
sail

BOMBAY, Dec 9: Top seed
Rodney Eyles of Australia
reached the Mahindra Chal-
lenge squash quarter-finals on
Friday with a brisk second
round victofy over Britain's
Mark Chaloner, reports Reu-
ter.

Eyles. defending champion
and world number two, won
15-11, 15-12, 15-12 in just 42
minutes.

His opponent will be Bri-
tain's Mark Cairns who waged
a grim battle with Egypt's
Amir Wagih.

After losing 15-6, 15-9, 12-
15, 9-15 and 15-12, Wagil
banged his racket on the floor
as he stormed off court.

Kafelnikov
1 SCIT1S
MUNICH, Dec 9: Yevgeny
Kafelnikov earned a semifinal
clash against Goran Ivanisevic
in the six-million-dollar
Grand Slam Cup here on Fri-
day after defeating Dutchman

Jacce Eltingh in the quarter-
linals. reports AFFP.

Russia's Kafelnikov won 3- |

6. 6-3, 6-2 in an hour and 27
minutes to set up his last four
meeting with Croatia's world
number 10.

Eltingh had 262,500 dol-
lars as compensation and
Kafelnikov is already guaran-
teed 431,250 dollars.

Ivanisevic. who received a
walkover into the semifinals
after American Pete Sampras
pulled out with inflamed
hamstring muscles, leads
Kafelnikov 4-2 in career
meetings.

The other semifinal pits
home favourite Boris Becker
against world number !8
Todd Martin of the United
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Sport

Thai womien attired in traditivnal costumes {rom dificrent tribes are paraded during the vpening ceremony of the

18th Southeast Asian Gumes at the Chiang Mai stadium in Thailand yesterday.

SEA Games underwaz .

Cambodia back in hght

CHIANG MAI, Thailand,
Dec 9: Athletes of ten nations
— ranging from war-impover-
ished Cambeodia to high-tech

Singa-pore — prepared to
march at dusk into a stadium
Saturday to begin the largest
regional sporting event in
Southeast Asian history, re-
ports AP,

The nearly two hour-long
ceremony opening the 18th
Southeast Asian Games
started with traditional Thai
music and a plea for regional
peace, the latter symbolized
by the release of 1,995 doves.

The nine-day event will
see 3.266 athletes competing
lor 334 gold medals in 28
sports. The 640-strong Thai
team. the largest at the
Games, is expected to go
head-to-head with Indonesia
in the battle for regional
SUPremacy.

Thailand's Crown Prince
Vajiralongkorn was to open
the Games during a cere-
mony involving 13.580 per-
formers.

i f.mi take. place withim .
th Iﬂlﬂ%?eat Jnain sta-

dium were the lighting of the
Games' flame and raising of
the flag.

The SEA Games flag was
carried by runners over
9,270 kilometers through
every province in Thailand.

Thc run took 60 days.

In an area not long ago
noted more for conflict than
sports competition, the Chi-
and Mai Games are a striking
svimibol of Southeast Asia's
newfound peace and growing
prosperity.

The games overlap with a
meeting in Bangkok, 580
kilometres to the south, of
leaders of the seven-member
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations.

Cambodia, absent for long
stretches during the 36 yecars
of the event, is' making a
comeback here. Laos, Viet-
nam and Burma — where
sport is still a luxury — are
nonetheless sending larger
than ever contingents.

Other participating coun-
tries are the small sultanate
of Brunei, Malaysia and the
Philippines.

Preliminary competition
has already begun in basket-
ball, rugby. tennis, volleyball
and the regional speciality of
sepak takraw.

. JBut the first finals are
eduled for Sunday, when
golds are to be awarded in

track and field. billiards and
snooker, cycling, equestrian,
fencing, gymnastics, shoot-
ing swimming and
weightlifting.

This picturesque hill city

of 1.5 millien
bulging with ﬂulturs mngt nf
them Thais expected to form
loud cheering sections in the
arenas.

During a men's
match between Thailand and
Malaysia Saturday, one rotund
Thai soldier kept up an
incessant yell of "Thailand,
fight, fight" as traditional
drums and cymbals were
banged. The Thais won 3-0.

Although it's the first time
in the games’ history that the
event is being staged outside
a capital city, the facilities
appear excellent. Public in-
vestment has to 1.5 bil-
lion baht (dirs 60 million).

Most of the events are be-
ing staged in a sports com-
plex set at the base of the
1,678-metre Suthep Moun-
tain, ‘which looms over the
city.

More than 4,000 police-
men have been mobilized to
pruﬂde security and try to

cope with a fa: wnrl: poten-

tial threat —
- Albi

Mmthl:r d
which |is r{fc in northern
Thailand. Special "love boxes"
— each containing condoms
and warnings about the
deadly virus — are being dis-
tributed to athletes. Media
kits also included condoms.

TAAF goes on the record

MONTE CARLO,
Dec 9 The In-
ternational Am-
ateur Athletic
Federation on
Friday  denied
claiims that its 1994 athlete-
ofl-the-year awards were rig-
ged to make them more at-
tractive to television, reports
Reuter.

"We firmly reject these al-
legations,” IAAF general sec-
retary Istvan Gyulal told
Reuters. "There is no expla-
nation for them."

Former [AAF spokesman
Christopher Winner told the
USA Today newspaper that
Britain's Sally Gunnell had
topped the women's poll,
but was replaced as the ath-
lete-of -the-year by American
Jackie Joyner Kersee, and
that Britain's Colin Jackson
was demoted from second 1o

|

fourth place in the men's
voting.

Winner claimed the 1AAF
had pushed the two British
hurdlers down the poll when
it learned that neither plan-
ned to attend the annual gala
dinner in Monte Carlo at
which the awards were an-
nounced.

Gunnell won the European
400 metres hurdles crown
last year in a world record
time to become only the sec-
ond athlete after Daley
Thompson to hold ﬂlymph:
world, European and Com-
monwealth titles simultane-
ously.

Heptathlon world record
holder Joyner Kersee was the
overall wimnner of the wo-
men's Grand Prix in 1994,

The glittering black-tie
ball is televised to 74 coun-
irie< around the world.

Rising Russian star Yevgeny hatelnikoy miakes o lorechand return against Dutchman Jacob Eluingh during their
quarterfinal match in the six-mullion dollar Grand Slam (Cup in Munich on Friday. Kafelnikov won 6-3, 3-6, 6-2.
~AFP/UNB photo

Friday's edition of USA
Today quoted Winner as say-
ing: "I take full responsibility.
I can only express shame for
participating in what amo-
unts to vote rigging.”

Winner claimed that IAAF
president Primo Nebiolo
wanted to ensure the top
three athletes in the men's
and women's polls would all
attend the gala to make it
more attractive to television.

After advising IAAF offi-
cials that Gunnell had nar-
rowly beatén Joyner Kersee
to the top spot, Winner said
he had been instructed to
add 30 extra votes for Joyner
Kersee — two weeks after the
poll closed in November
1994.

His claims were published
dn the eve of this year's
award ceremony in Monte

Carlo on Saturday and Gyulai

added: "The |AAF firmly re-
jects any effort to disturb the
celebration of the best ath-
lete-of-the-year.

"The allegation that there
was a supposed change of last
year's awards because the
athletes would be absent
from television coverage does

not correspond to past prac- |

Lice.

"In 1991 Carl Lewis was
named best athlete and could
not attend the award cere-

but a satellite link was
established to California
where he was and beamed

. live to the ceremony.

"That was shown on tele-
vision and was a great suc-
CESS.

"We have not spoken to
Winner but are surprised at
the timing of this statement,’

Gyulai added.
The top three women an-
nounced last year were

Joyner Kersee. followed by
Irina Privalova of Russia and
Sonia O 'Sullivan of Ireland.

Winner claimed O’ Sulli-
van originally finished sixth
in the voting but was moved
up to third when it became
known she would attend the
presentation ceremony.

Noureddine Morcell of Al
geria won the men's award,
followed by Javier Sotomayor
of Cuba and Sergei Bubka ol
Ukraine. But Winner said
Jackson, who originally fin
ished second. was dropped
to fourth

— AFP/UNB photo

Peter Graf
tries again

STUTTGART, Dec 9: Ten-

‘nis star Steffi Graf's father,

keen to get out of jail before
Christmas, has made a see-
ond written statement to in-
vestigators probing a massive
lax evasion case, his lawyer
said on Friday, reports
Reuter.

Peter Graf, jailed in August
to prevent him fleeing or
hiding evidence which may
support accusations that the
Graf family dodged millions
of dollars in tax made a
"comprehensive written
statement” to prosecutors,
his lawyer Steffen Ufer said. -

A judge in Mannheim,
where Graf is held, is due to
consider a new request for
his release within the next
two weeks.

Neither Ufer nor chiefl
prosecutor Peter Wechsu
would discuss the contents
the statement, but Wechsung
said it was Graf's first com-
prehensive statement,
although not the first time he
had set out his position to
prosecutors. '

Graf broke his silence over
therafiair with a first wryitten
statement last week, iIn
which he said his multi-mil-
lionaire daughter had nothing
to do with the tax allegations.
Despite that statement she
remained under investiga-
tion.

Danish govt
veto 2004
Games' bid

COPENHAGEN, Dec 9
Denmark's government has
rejected a request from the
ceuntry’s Olympic committee
to bid for the 2004 Summer
Games, saying the initiative
came too late, reports
Reuter.

"The government finds
that the application was for-
warded too late for the In-
ternational Olympic Commit-
tee deadline, whereby bids
shall be delivered to the
committee by January 10,

1996," a government state-
ment sent to Reuters
overnight said.

"It is not possible within
this time to prepare a suffi-
ciently comprehensive evalu-
ation of possible Danish can-
didacy,” the statement added.

"The government cannot
therefore grant the initiative
group's request to defray
costs of around 35 million
Danish crowns (6.30 million
dollar) for a bid or to guaran-
tee the approximately 12 bil-
lion crowns (2.16 billion del-
lar]) for the whole project,” it
said.

Several cities have ex-
pressed an interest in host-
ing the 2004 Games, includ-
ing Rome, Cape Town,
Seville, Buenos Aires, Rio de
Janeiro. Istanbul and Lille.

Rost's plea
rejected

ROME, Dec 9: An ltalian
civil tribunal on Wednesday
rejected an appeal by World
Boxing Organisation (WBO)
champion Gianfranco Rosi to
have a two-year ban for dop-
ing lifted, reports Reuter.

A spokesman for the Ital-
ian Boxing Federation told
the ANSA news agency the
appeal had been tumed down
by the regional administrative
tribunal in Rome.

Rosi, 37, had turmed to
the tribunal, saying he felt he
could not get a fair hearing by
a sports body

The ltalian Boxing Federa-
tion (FPI) imposed the
mandatory two-year ban in
July after Rosi tested positive
for drugs following his victory
over American Vernophillips
in a WBO super-welterweight
title fight in his home city of
Perugia on May 17.



