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Banks expenencmg difficulties
in recovering loans

From Our Correspondent

15 awarded life |
term for murder

COMILLA. Dec 9 Fifteen
people were awarded life
term imprisonment with a
fine of Tk 2,000 each, in de
fault, to suffer another year,
for killing three people. in-
cluding two brothers, reports
UNB.

Court sources said, the
convicted are Ismail, Anwar
Hossain, Delwar Hossain,
Ruhul Amin, Shafiqul Islam,
Mogbul Hossain, Dolon Miah,
Munaf Miah, Kabir Hessain,
Abdur Rab, Raja Miah, Nurul
Islam, Rashid Miah, Harun
Miah and Sirajul Islam.

Of them, Shafiqul Islam
and Munal Miah were tried in
absentia.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Abdul Bari Master and
his brother Nur Mohammad
and another villager Oli Ullah
were killed by Ismail and his
gang near Gopalpur Free
Primary School vote centre
on January 22 in 1992.

Ismail's gang attacked Ab-
dul Bari and stabbed him to
death while he was returning
home from the centre after
casting vote in a Union
Parishad election. His
brother Nur Hossain was also
killed by the gang when he
rushed to the spot getting
the news of his brother's
death. Oli Ullah, a villager
who tried to rescue Nur Hos-
sain came under attack by

the gang and later died in a
hospital.

The first Additional Ses-
sions Judge after examining
the witnesses and records
awarded the punishment lasl
week and acquilted six peo-

ple.
Fake money
trader held

COMILLA, Dec 9: Police
recently arrested a fake
money trader from Tomson
bridge area of the town, re-
ports UNB.

According to police, Yusuf
was arrested after getting in-
formation from Munir who
was earlier arrested in
September while trying to
exchange a fake note of 500,
Teen-aged Munir said he was

by Yusuf to exchange
500 taka fake notes in the
market against per piece
commission of Tk five.

Meanwhile, Yusuf con-
fessed to the police that he
was involved in smuggling
500 taka fake notes from In-
dia for a long time.

Policeman crushéd™|

to death in
B'baria
From Our Correspondent

BRAHAMMANBARIA, De-
cember 9: Joynal Abedin, 33.
a policeman was crushed un-
der the wheels of a speeding
oil tanker lorry in front of
police line on Thursday last.

Eyewitnesses and police
sources said Joynal of Dalpara
village of Murad Nagar thana
under Comilla district died
on the spot when cross the
road to attend his duty Sah-

Hi-- body was sent to his
home after autopsy in
Brahammanbaria Modern

A case was registered with
Sadar thana in this regard.
Driver and helper of the
killer oil tanker were ar-
rested from near Ansar office
of the town.

19 i1deal villages
set up in Comilla
during last 6 yrs

COMILLA., Dec 9: Nineteen
ideal villages have been set
up in 11 thanas of the dis-
trict during the last six years
till 1993-94 fiscal reports

UNB
Some 634 homeless and

landless families have been
rehabilitated in these villages
and 75.76 acres of land were
distributed among them

The Lamnd Ministry had
sanctioned 640 metric tons
of wheat, house building
grant of Tk 24.39 lakh and
1.445 bundles of Cl| sheet
among the families.

It also gave Tk 13.34 lakh
for setting up of community
centre ai these villages.

Thirty arrested

in Comilla

COMILLA. Dec '» Police in
an overpigh! drive arresied
30 people. iicludine an ab-
sconding convict. (rom dif
ferent parts of the district

town re ently re-
poris UNH
Acting i « Lip off. five

squads of Kotwali police ar-
rested the people on vanous
charges. including violence
and decoity.

Of the accused. Ahad Al
son of Mohammad Ali of
Tarapaiya village in Sadar
thana. went into hiding after
he was sentenced to two
years rigorous imprisonment.

The accused were sent to
jail after producing them be
fore the court yesterday

1995

JESSORE, Dec 9: Indus-

. trially backward eight dis-

tricts of Khulna Division have
failed to attain appreciable
progress ih new industrial
set-up during last ten years.

As such, unemployment
preblem is becoming acute
following lack of job opportu-
nity. sources said.

According to sources, with
a purpose to provide bank
loan and other facilities to
new entrepreneurs for estab-
lishing-industrial projects in
the area, a branch of Shilpa
Bank was opened at Jhenidah
in 1977.

It was reported that the
bank has advanced credits
against fifty industrial units
amounting to Taka 70, crore
in the area. But surprisingly
only a few of them have sur-
vived while most of them
have gone out of existence, In
the meantime, interest
against loans contimued to in-
crease.

It was also reported that
the total loans of the indus-
trial entrepreneurs which
were overdue for payment

exceeded Taka one hundred

crore,

In a bid to recover the

outstanding loans, the bank
authorities has already filed a

faulters. Some of the cases
have been settled and 38
cases are still pending with
the court for decision.

According to another
source, the bank has received
order for recovery of loan
with incidental cost by at-
tachment of property or by
selling it on auction. This has
been difficult for the bank to
get back the loan money.

In view of the situation
bank has changed the policy
of going to court. They are
now trying to recover loan
through negotiation with the
defaulters.

Sources also said that a
group of dishonest en-
trepreneurs took advantage
of the credit facility from the
bank by producing false doc-
uments during initial stage of
Shilpa Bank's operation in
the area in 1977-78.

This group of en-
trepreneurs allegedly trans-
ferred lion's share of loan
capital elsewhere in con-

nivance with exporting agen-

cies while importing ma-
chinery goods for the project.

It was alleged that they
adopted foul practices in
preparing appraisal report
before loan sanction. They
manufactured false docu-

ments showing the project
more viable and profitable.
The feasibility of the project
including the marketing
facility of the production was
not properly considered.
Thus. products of these
industries got no market and
the result was that these
industrial units were closed
down to aveid financial
losses.

It was also reported that
number of such industries
were closed before going into
production.

There are some industrial
units in this area, who never
went imo production even
for a single day. The auto-
matic rice mill in Chuadanga
is such a case. It never went
into production. It's total out-
standing dues to Shilpa Bank
now stands at Taka two
crore. The industry has died.
The bank has gone to court
for order to recover the loan.

In mid-eighties, a trend
developed among new en-
trepreneurs in the area to
set-up textile mills. A total of
54 textile mills were set up
in the region with loan from
the bank. It was alleged that
credit facility from bank was
given to these mills without
any verification of feasibility

and appraisal reports. So,
when the products, clothes.
failed to get market locally,
they became dependent on
cloth merchants at Islampur
in Dhaka.

The production from
these mills was only poly-
ester. Gradually it lost
domestic demand. Then it
began to be smuggled to In-
dia, where demand was much
higher. After a few years it
declined and the mills sto-
pped production of polyester.

It was further reported
that number of a new en-
trepreneurs have failed to go
into production for lack of
working capital.

According to latest infor-
mation., Shilpa Bank has
taken up a programme to re-
habilitate the sick industries
by advancing working capital.

Not only Shilpa Bank,
Sonali Bank and Krishi Bank
are also experiencing similar
difficulties in recovering the
loans advanced against new
industrial units.

According to a source,
there are proposals for four
industrial units with Shilpa
Bank, Jhenidah for loan
sanction. Three of them are
shrimp projects and one ho-
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AGRI-VARSITY (Mymensingh): Vice-Chancellor Professor Dr. Shah Muhnmmal ank
delivering his speech as chief guest at the inaugural function of a two day annual workshep -

on BAU Research Progress 1994-95 held at the Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin Auditorium. |

recently.

— BAU photo.
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number of cases against de-

KHULNA: A ferry crossing Rupsha river at Rupsha ghat.

Bright hopes for a dream bridge

KHULNA. Dec 9: The de
mand of Rupsha bridge is a
long-felt demand of the peo-
ple of Khulna for about hall a
century. The people have
been struggling for the con-
struction of Rupsha bridge
since 1967. They were
assurances only from the
then Pakistan government,
Bangabandhu, Ziaur Rahman
and Ershad's government.
Hul no practical steps were
laken in this regard.

Frime Minister Begum
Klialeda Zia for the first time
declared at a huge public
meeting in Khulna early last
year that her government
would construct the Rupsha
bridge on top priority basis.
She had announced that the
foundation stone would be
laid down before the end of
the year. True to her words
Begum Khaleda Zia herself
laid down the foundation
stone on December 28, 1994
raising hopes for the first
time in 27 years that the
dream bridge would be a

reality

IBNP government is the
government of deeds and not
rhetorics whatever we
commit. we fulfil™ She told
the huge cheering crowd

The time limit set for the
completion of the said bridge
was three years. But after a
few months of laying down
the foundation stone of the
public announcement, the
bridge remains a distant
drearn and there is a grow-
ing scepticism that it might
not come true for years. This
scepticism stems from the
fact that nothing actual has
begun so far and the con
cerned officials are guite un-
sure as to when it could be-
gin and end The project of
Rupsha bridge will cost Tk
439 65 crore with foreign
exchange component of
96 .47 million dollar. accord-
ing to a preliminary estimate.
The cost could go uap

not yet been taken up.

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) is reportedly is
doing some study as a part of
the Mongla Port Develop-
ment Project has shown in

tel project.
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From Our Correspondent

terest to carry ol the jeb
separately l(or (he Rupslia
bridge. As per comment of
ADB authority t(his projec!
would cost a huge amount of
money, bulk of which is in
foreign exchange. Bangladesh
has been looking for an in-
terested donor ever since the
idea was conceived after the
Liberation War. But to date no
foreign financier has shown
any real interest. The hunt
for external fund however in-
tensified after the present
government of Begum
Khaleda Zia came to power in
1991 partly because the
enormous economic benefit
the bridge would yield as it
would connect the Mongla
Port with Khulna and the en-
tire south with north Bengal.

The Mongla Port has got
the international status and
importance as the Nepalese
government is keen to use
this port for their National
import through lht Mongla
Port. With that perspective
Khulna-Mongla h.i‘hﬂf has
been constructed. The
Khulna-Mongla highway is
one of the finest roads in
Bangladesh constructed by a
hwican company during the
reign of Ershad government
for smooth tr ation of
goods and cargoes to and
from the Mongla Port. Now
the Rupsha bridge is badly
needed to ensure the smooth
communication system and
transportation of imported
goods and forwarding of ex-
portable items to the port.
Only then Nepal would come
forward to use this Port

in the middle of ust
this year the Speaker Shaikh
Razzak Ali assured the peo-
ple of Khulna that the neces-
sary fund would be provided
from the internal resources
for construction of Rupsha
bridge as interested donor
countries could neot be found
He further told that the con-
struction of Rupsha bridge
would be started without fur-
ther delay. But that time no
fund was arranged by the
government for Rupsha
bridge. His cumulative assur-
ance without specific alloca-
tion of fund for Rupsha
bridge confused the Khuilna
people with a great appre

hension thal the construction
of Rupslia bridge might not
be consiructed at all. As

Khulna city MP. it was a very
vital job for him to construct
the said bridge as he pledged
before fifth parliament elec-
tion.

It is learnt that Ban-
gladesh is still looking for a
suitable donor country for
financing for this project. In
the last four years nine
months time Bangladesh gov-
ernment approached Russia,
Italy, Kuwait, China and
Japan but so far the moves
were unsuccessful. It is re-
ported that Japanese gov-
ernment is still interested
for the construction of Rup-
sha bridge but they are inter-
ested to construct the said
bridge without any provision
of rail communication which
is not

The last npprnlch was
made to North Korean gov-
ernment. A team from North
Korea recently visited Khulna
to assess preliminary aspect
and feasibility of the Rupsha
bridge. Later North Korea

the idea. Now it is

indicated that the
fate of long-felt Rupsha
bridge is fully depended on
internal resources unless a
donor is still found.

The Khulna people staged
a public hunger strike at local
Shahid Hadith Park before
last budget session demand-
ing required allocation of
fund for Rupsha bridge. But
they observed that no fund
allocation was earmarked in
budget for this project. Then
the Khulna Development
Comumitiee led by Abu Mo-
hammad Ferdous vari-
ous demonstrations to realise
the demand of the said

At the last Executive
Committee of National Eco-
nomic Council (ECNEC] ap-
proved Tk 2.50 billien on
September 20 '95 for con-
struction of Rupsha bridge
out of its own fund. The
Speaker. Shaikh Razzak All
during his recent tour to
Khuilna after approval of fund
by ECNEC held a discussion
with various concerned de-
partments and the local ad

— Star photo

ministration for taking nec-
essary steps in connection
with the start of preliminary
consiruction work on the
bridge including acquiring

land on both the sides of the
bridge across the river Rup-
sha. He also urged the people
to extend full co-operation in
the construction of the Rup-
sha bridge.

Local Roads and Highways
Department source said that
the primary earth work on
both the sides of the river
connecting the bridge point
near Labonchora would start
soon after completing all
formalities on priority basis.
The source also said that
about 32 hectares of land was
earmarked for the approach
road connecting the bridge
on each side of the Rupsha
river was being acquired. It
was also learnt that sum of
Tk 200 million has already
been released to meet up the
preliminary expenses of
earth work for the proposed
bridge.

After approval of Tk 2.50
billion by ECNEC a large pro-
cession was brought out on
September 24 this year in
Khulna city under the aus-
pices of Khulna District and
City Committee of BNP to ex-
press jubilation on the ap-
proval of fund by ECNEC for
Rupsha bridge and expressed
gratitude to Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia for taking
up a positive step toward the
construction of Rupsha
bridge for which the Prime
Minister had pledged in a
mammoth public meeting in
Khuilna earlier.

But it is observed that the
activities of Rupsha bridge
construction have been
slowed down. Slow pace of
works again creates a scep-
tical comprehension amongst
the people about the con-
struction of Rupsha bridge.
Because there are number of
examples in Bangladesh that
the quarter and half done
projects have been left aban-
doned by the previous gov-
ernments in many occasion
They apprehend that the
Rupsha bridge project may
also be left abandoned in near
future.

Target of cotton
cultivation could
not be achieved

JESSORE. Dec 9: Target
of cotton cultivation could
not be achieved in south-
western zone of the country

due to adverse weather con- |

dition.

According to information
cotton was cultivated on
30.776 hectares of land in 64
units of four cotton develop-
ment zones the dis-
tricts of Jessore, Jhenaidah,
Narail, Magura, Kushtia, Chu-
adanga, Meherpur, Stakhira
and Rajbari.

Reports reveals that area

‘of land cultivated in these

four zones were 79 per cent
of the total national pro-
gramme.

Reports also informs that
cultivation of cotton in these
areas after harvesting aus and

jute crops is an usual practice
for farmers.

But there was exception to
it during the current season.

According to field staff of
Cotton Development Board, is
was cultivated long after ex-
piry of the season following
late harvesting of aus and jute
crops as many farmers failed
to prepare land and sow cot-

ton seeds well in time due to
rain.
Another source said that

growth of cotton was good of !

those farmers who grew it
late this season.

During the last few years,
the cotton output in Kushtia
zone is nearing target despite
adverse climatic conditions.
It was learnt that in this

| | zone, farmers aré growing

aus and jut crops along side
cotton as 'relay crop with
better result.

Development of roads,
drains undertaken

in Jhalokathi

JHALOKHATHI. Dec 9:
Some 30 schemes at a cost of
Tk 1.24. 41,000 have been
undertaken for the develop-
ment of roads and drains in
the district town during the
current fiscal year, reports
UNB.

Jhalokathi Pourashava will
implement the schemes un-
der its annual development
programme.

According to official
sources, the works included
construction and reconstruc-
tion of roads and their ex-
tension and providing road-
side drainage facilities.

The works on 13 schemes
have already been started
while implementation of
other schemes will start
shortly. The works are ex-
pected to be completed
within March next.

Residents of Gopalganj
face water crisis

From Our Correspondent

GOPALGANJ, Dec 9: More  the pourashava authority was
than 40 thousand tax-payers: found reluctant to ana
of Gopalganj pourashava are maintan the other six
deprived of drinking water as As such the supply of pure
the pourashava authority is Water has been reduced to
reluctant and to maintain the

only water supplying plant
therein. _

It was learnt that there is
a demand of 4.5 lakh gallons
of pure water a day in the
area of Gopalganj pourashava.
But the supply is two lakh
gallons only. No sign of nec-
essary initiative and effort
was observed to meet the
crying demand on behalf of
the pourashava authority.

The only water purifica-
tion plant of the pourashava
was set up in 1984 with the
aid of the Dutch government
to supply pure water to 50
thousand people on basis of
the pollicy, "No profit and no
loss." The plant was handed
over to the pourashava au-
thority in° 1988. There were
nine pumps functioning in
the plant at the initial stage.
But only three pumps have
been functioning presently as

one-third of the earlier sup-

ply. All the roadside taps have
been blocked permanently
depriving the poor people to
collect drinking water. About
two-third of the pourashava
area has not been brought
under the water supplying
system. And there are not
enough numbers of tube-
wells in those areas.

Now a days the water sup-
ply from the purification:
plant durates from 30 to 45
minutes a day. As a result the
people, especially children,
have been suffering from var-
ious water borne diseases for
the use of impure water. -

Immediate steps are re-
quired to be taken by the
higher authority concerned.
to combat thé acute pure
water crisis in Gopalganj

pourashava areas.

‘ Oilmi]lsinNatoreingripof'

fund constraints

NATORE, Dec 9 More
than five thousand oilmen in
six thanas of Natore district
lack funds to run their bul-
lock driven oil mills.

Many oil producers have
been forced to close down

their mills amnd are now
About 1,500  bullock

driven oil mills once oper-
ated in the district generated
employment for about 15,000
families. However, decline of
these oil mills has led to the
expansion of more efficient
and cheaper mechanised oil
' mills in various parts of the
district including Lalpur, Ba-
galipara, Gurudaspur,

Baraigram and Natore sadar
thanas. The demand of bul-
lock-driven edible oil has de-
creased because of the im-
ported soyabean and palm-oil
whieh have flooded local
markets. About Taka 6.500
required to operate.a jul
lock-driven oil mill.
without loans 'oilmen: can’
invest this amount of money.
Some of the oilmen collect
running capital from local
money lenders at exorbitant
interest rates, leading higher
costs of production. Many
oilmen have failed to cope
with the financial burden of
the mills and have been
forced to close down.
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police recovered 200 bntﬂEI uf |
Phensidyl from Ekota EI]II‘B!I train recently. The man
wearing vest was arrested with the drug bottles.

— Star photo.
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