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Cost-eﬁ'ecuve technology for
stronger, safer houses evolved

Researchers have devel-
oped a new and cost-effective
to build stronger

angl safer houses for the rural

Such houses would be
built with pre-built concrete
pillars and posts which are
hollow from inside and one
inch thick concrete slabs.
which can sustain the chal-
lenge of unfriendly whether
condition and demand of the
rural poor, said Mohibul Ma-
jid. a renowned engineer of
the country.

With the help of this
tethnology, the Grameen
Bank took ug{ an expcrlnum

project constructing
L on homestead land of
four female members from
May 1994, in Gazipur.

At the experimental level
the cost for one such house

By Mizan Ali

came at Taka 25,740 The
cost however, will go down
marginally when the technol-
ogy is popularised, he said.

The idea is to introduce
low cost houses by utilising
the commonly available mate-
rials ensuring maximum
safety. instead of traditional
bamboo, timber, bamboo
fencing and CI roofing by en
gaging poor village women,
he added.

According to a compara-
Live analysis of low cost hous-
ing projects, most of the
firms are applying the tradi-
tional method mostly using
Cl roofing and bamboo fene-

ing.
The corrugated iron
sheet, tin roof in common

parlance is the most popular
roofing material in Bangla-

desh. According to a research
report of Centre for Urban

Studies there is an increasing
tendency to use corrugated
iron sheet in the roof casting

The study also found that
most of the houses are built
on temporary basis. The
housing materials were found
to be not very durable and
were unsale

Over 20 per cent of the
houses use mud wall and over
65 per cent use bamboo.
reeds or leaves for wall in ru-
ral Bangladesh. [t is also
common to find weak wall
materials such as thatching
grass and stick. These mate-
rial are also used in combina-
tion with mud plaster, it
poinied out.

It may be recalled that in
the devastating floods of

1987 about 800,000 houses

were damaged completely
and 1200.000 houses were
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damaged partially. Similar
colossal destruction of houses
took place during the 1988
flood and April 1991 cyclone
and the recent floods of
1995.

During the storms and
floods. houses built in tradi-
tional method become the
worst victims and the corru-
gated iron sheets used in
these houses fly like a sheet
of paper and cut all living
things into ghastly dead. Ma-

jid pointed out.

People indegenised the
lechr to meet the de-
mand of the locals elsewhere
in the world sald Majid
adding, Japan coped with its
earthquakes by not attempt-
ing to reduce their incidence
but by going for quake proof
housing - with RCC piles go-
ing deep into the earth and
all the walls made of paper,

ﬁ' 180 square feet area

New MD of
. Central
Insurance
A B M Nurul Kabir joined
Central Insurance Company
Ltd. recently as its Managing
Director, says a press release.
' Prior to this present as-
signment, he served Rupali
Insurance Company Ltd. as
Director (Acting).
started his career in
lm in the then Adamjee

Insurance Company Ltd. and

corporation, he be-
came its DGM in 1986 and

continued till January, 1987,
as' in-charge of the develop-
ment division.

in 1987, he joined Janata
Insurance Company Ltd. in
the rank of Executive Vice-
president as In-charge of its
Chittagong zone. -

Weekly tea sale in Ctg

shows upward trend

CHITTAGONG, Dec 6: The
weekly tea sale, held here on
Tuesday, witnessed an up-
ward trend practically for all
teas, good liquering types. in
particular, which were much
dearer in the market follow-
ing competition from inter-
ested buyers including major
blenders.

Market sources said
Poland, Russia, Jordan and
Sudan accounted for the bulk
of the broken grades except
for the smaller types.

CTC: Bold and large bro-
kens were fully from the
market and with the
progress of sale tended
slightly dearer.

Medium brokens were
generally of a dearer market
and appreciated by Tk 1-2
while smaller brokéns re-
mained with a much stronger
market. The smallers. how-
ever, advanced by Tk 2-3 fol-
lowing quality.

Also popular types were
stronger which attracted
keen competition having
dearer position by Tk 3-4
selling between 53.50 and Tk
57.00.

Primary Fannings were in
greater demand advancing
initially by Tk 1-2 over last
but as the sale progressed,
prices were dearer after by
Tk 2-3, particularly, for the

better liquering types.

Popular types were also a
stronger feature selling be-
tween Tk 54 and Tk 61.

Green Tea: Some 210 ch-
ests on offer met with a good
demand. FYH sold between
Tk 60.50 and Tk 64. YH sold
at Tk 48 and HYSON sold be-
tween Tk 50 and Tk 52.70.

Dust: 2.251 chests, 20
bags and 685 yunny sacks on
offer met with a better de-
mand at dearer rates. Good
liguering types were well

competed for and were Tk 1 |
1.50 dearer while the |
medium varieties advanced |

LG

by upto Tk 2. Small and pow-
derly types continued to re-
ceive good support. Internal
buyers particularly the
blenders were active.

There were total 18.168
chesis were on offer for auc-
tionn. The next sale will be
held on December 12,
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Bank of England

fellowships

The trustees of the Bank
of England are offering fel-
lowships for one year post-
graduation courses in the
fields of banking. debt man-
agement, financial adminis-
tration or a related subject,
says a press release.

They are open to

' Bangladeshi nationals who

are working in the field of
banking and the finance.
preferably in central or pri-

vate banking.

Interested individuals or
institutions may contact
Monira Sultana, Exchanges
officer, The British Council, 5
Fuller Road, Dhaka to obtain
the details, the press release
added,

The closing date for appli-
cations is January 10, 1996,

BSRS earns Tk
6.03 cr profit
in '94-95 FY

Bangladesh Shilpa Rin
Sangstha (BSRS) has earned a
net profit of Taka 6.03 crore
during financial year 1994-95
which is 200 per cent higher
compared to the net profit
earned during the previous
financial year. reports BSS.

This was revealed at the
meeting of the Board of Di-
rectors of BSRS held yester-
day at its head office with
ANM Yusuf, Chairman, BSRS
Board of Directors and Prin-
cipal Secretary to the Prime
Minister's office.

The meeting was also in-
formed that during financial
year 1994-95 BSRS recov-
ered from its projects a total
of Taka 52 crore which is
highest ever recovery by the
Sangstha in a single financial
year since inception.

The Sangstha has obtained
formal permission of the gov-
ernment to operate as a
fulfledged Development Fi-
nancing Institution (DFI) by

I| "!

Che il
USI

{ BJA hails govt B

resuming its lending to new |

industrial projects and start

commercial banking opera- |

tion as well and lending to
new projects.

Workshop on
shrimp held

in Lalmonirhat

LALMONIRHAT, Dec 6: A
workshop on "shrimp and
other species of fish culture”
was held in the conference
room of the Deputy Commis-
sioner here on Thursday, re-
ports UNB.

Deputy Governor of
Bangladesh Bank ABM Mah-
bubul Amin Khan attended
the workshop as chief guest
which was presided over by
DC Kazi Farid Ahmed.

Executive Director of
Bangladesh Bank Hori
Narayan Majumder, General
Manager MA Salam, Deputy
Director Mizanur Rahman,
General Manager, Rangpur,
Hassan Siddiqui, General
Manager of Sonali Bank, Ra-
jshahi, Yunus Ali Hawlader

IO FMBER

Withdrawal ot restriction

decision on raw
jute export
By Staff Correspondent

Hangladesh Jute Associa-
tion (BJA) Chairman Prof
Rezaul Karim Tuesday hailed
the government's decision of
withdrawal of temporary ban
on the export of raw jute
through land route.

In a statement he said that
with the withdrawal of this
restriction jute-growers
would get remunerative price
as well as the exporters of
raw jute would be able to sell
their raw jute all over the
world at the competitive
price.

In this regard. he men-
tioned that a vested circle
was trying to re-impose the
restriction on raw jute export
from

He said Iul:h a restriction
during 1984-85 had caused
serious damage to the several
hundred traders and ex-
porters of raw jute.

Some of them were com-
pelled to go out of the trade
and indebted to the bank and

still bearing consequences,
BJA chairman maintained.
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Imtivaz Husain

" Ahmed Iqhal H san
New executives
of DSE council

The first meeting of the
newly elected council was
held yesterday, says a press
release.

The council unanimously
elected Imtiyaz Husain,
Chairman, Ahmed Iqgbal
Hasan, Vice Chairman and
Md Shahiq Khan, Honorary
General Secretary respec-
tively, for the year 1995-97.

Imtivaz Husain, Chairman,
started his career in the In-
vestment Corporation of Pak-
istan in 1967 after an inten-
sive training in investment
banking.

He has been a member of
DSE since 1980. He was the
councillor of DSE during
1986-89 and Vice Chairman
during 1993-95.

Husain is also a Director
of the Regent Mougal Fund,
Grand Caymans. He is a
Trustee of the Bangladesh
Protibondhi Foundation.

Ahmed Igbal Hasan, Vice
Chairman is a well known

. businessman. He has been

and Chief Scientific Officer of

Fisheries Research Institute,
Mymensingh, Dr MG Hossain
spoke on the occasion.

All UP chairmen of Lal-
monirhat, officials of com-
mercial banks and NGOs,
journalists and district and
thana level officials took

Spelher:mme'urhhap
discussed in detail about the

modern methods of shrimp
and other species of fish cul-

1 ture.

very active in stock market
operations. He was elected a
Commissioner of Dhaka Mu-
nicipal Corporation for the
year, 1977-82. He is the cur-
rent Managing Director of
ARAFA Accessories Industries
Ltd. and the Managing Part-
ner of Pacific Securities
Company.

He is a founder member
of the Abahoni Krira Chakra.
He is also a founder Presi-
dent of East Bengal Club.

Md Shahiq Khan,
Honorary General Secretary,
has been an active member of

.the DSE since 1980. He was

first elected councillor for
the year 1984-89. He was the
Honbrary General Secretary
for the year 1986.

Dhaka trade
~ fair in
Bhutan ends

single country Fair '95 at
Mongar, Bhutan ended on
November 30, an Export
Promotion Bureau press re-
lease said here yesterday, re-
poris BSS,

The fair was organised by
Bhutan Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry. Export

Promotion Bureau organised
-participation of three com-
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Call to conduct independent analysis

of losses due to negative factors

Prof Anisur Rahman. for-
mer President of Bangladesh
Economic Association, has
called upon the economists
of the country to conduct an
independent analysis of the
losses due to negative factors
In our society like terrorism.
bribery. harassment. toll
collection etc.

"There has been a sharp
rise in these activities over
the very nose of the law-en-
forcing agencies.” he said on
Tuesday at the concluding
session of the one-day semi-
nar on the 'current macro-
economic and sectoral trends
in the Bangladesh economy.’
held at the Conference Room
of the Bangladesh Agricml-
tural Research Council.

“Underscoring the need fag/!

becoming inereasingly asso-
ciated with ¥he people of the
society he said. if they do not
consider this serious trend
from economic point of view,
economists of the country
would completely isolate
themselves from the society.
"We are speaking of the
national growth in our coun-
iry being 5 or 6 per cent but
if we can collect the figure of
losses due to mastani culture.

By Staff Correspondent

it will probably be seen that
there is no growth at all,
Anisur Rahman told the sem-

inar which was presided over
by Professor Wahiduddin

Mahmud.

He urged the donors not
to provide any assistance to
projects not being equally
participated by local funds.

Prof. Rehmman Sobhan, Dr
Salah Uddin Ahmed and Go-
lam Kibria also took part in

the discussion.
Rehmdn Sobhan sald that

the main cause of the devel-
opment of ‘'mastant’ culture

Salman off to
Kathmandu

Salman F Rahman, Presi-

dent of FBCGI : and SAARD |

Chamber of Commerce and

Industry (SCCI), left Dhaka '

yesterday evening to attend
the 10th anniversary celebra-
tion of SAARC to be organised
by the SAARC Secretariat at
Kathmandu. Nepal on De-
cember 7.8, 1995, says a
press release.

During the visit he will
call on Prime Minister, Fi-
nance Minister and Foreign
Minister of Nepal.

in our society due to lack of
job opportunities.

Although, the ecoenomic
trends of the country was
never reviewed earlier like
this year, he stressed more
in-depth analysis for the bet-
terment of the country,

Dr Salah Uddin Ahmed
stressed the need for devel-
opment of quality of the
products. "If we can make
better quality products, we
would be able to sel]l it ev-
erywhere in this [ree market

atmosphere”’, he said.

He regretied the lact that
there was drastic collapse in
the quality of Bangladesh
products. "Unless we im-
prove our manufacturing ca-
pacity, we would not be able
to survive in future competi-

tve markets.” he, ppinted out.

Professor Wahiuddin
Mahmud said the Bangladesh
Economic Association would
continue to analyse the eco-
nomic trends of the country
as much as possible. Govern-
ment could not provide suffi-
cient statistics of the eco-
nomic changes which af-
fecied the research process,
he lamented.

Bangladeshi trade show
opens in Kuwait

KUWAIT, Dec 6: An exclu-
sive Bangladeshi trade show
siyled "focus on Bangladesh”
opened for the first time in
Kuwait on December 4, re-
ports BSS.

The trade show was inau-
gurated by the Kuwaiti Under
Secretary of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
Rashid Al-Mejrin, and the
Bangladesh Ambassador to
Kuwait M Ruhul Amin. The
trade show has been staged
to improve trade relations
between Kuwait and

Bangladesh,

The exhibition also aims at
creating a market for
Bangladeshi products by dis-
covering the needs and pref-
erences of the buyers, and
responding to the same by
customizing merchandise ac-
cordingly.”

Visitors had an opportu-
nity to find a wide range ol
traditional and non-tradi-
tional products exhibited in-

cluding jute goods, knit wear,
ceramics, textiles, leather
goods, artificial flowers,
pharmaceuticals, handicrafts.
tea, towel, ready-made gar-
ments and brass items.
Bangladeshi exports (o
Kuwait include frozen foods,

agricultural products tea,
leather, knit wear and ready-
made garments.

The exhibition was spon-
sored by the Export Promo-
tion Bureau of Bangladesh
and the Bangladesh Embassy
in Kuwait. The exhibition is
designed to fortify existing
trade ties and open newer
business opportunities be-

tween Kuwait and

Bangladesh.

A special supplement was
also published in the widely
circulated English daily The
Arab Times to commemorate
the event. It contained arti-

.cles relating to Bangladesh
exports and economy in gen-

eral.

MCB opens
branch in Ctg

The second branch of
Muslim Commercial Bank Ltd
(MCB) in Bangladesh was
opened at 7, Sheikh Mujib
Road, Agrabad Commercial
Area, Chittagong on Monday.
says a press release yester-

day.

The President of MCB Hu-
sain Lawai inaugurated the
branch at a simple ceremony
held at the branch premises
which was attended
others, by Mohammad
Aleemuddin, Senior Execu-
tive Vicl::-Prcuidcnt Hadi Ali
Khan, Executive Vice-Presi-
dent and Country General
Manager of MCB in Bangla-

desh.

MCB's [first branch in

Bangladesh was opened in
Dhaka in September, 1994.

MCB is the largest com-
mercial bank in the private
seclor in Pakistan, having net
assets of nearly 4.00 billion
US dollars and deposits of
three billion US dollars.
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panies from Bangladesh to

the fair.

The items exhibited in the
fair included melamine prod-
ucts, toiletries, juter carpet,

readymade garments. biscuits
and some items of drink

produced in Bangladesh.

B
A four-day long Bangladesh ' |

Shahjahan E:rl,j State Minister for Hluppin:, seen dumm: port nhuunn -it,h thc
port-users and representatives of different organisations in the CPA conference room,

Chittagong on Sunday. Waliul Islam, Shipping Secretary, Md. Rezaul Karim, Senior
Vice-Chairman and M R Ali, Chairman of Shippers' Council of Bangladesh are also
| seen in the picture.




