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During the fifties,

An Overview of Sanitation
Promotion in Rural Bangladesh

Introduction
the

concept of confinement of

excreta for the

tion of

diarrhoeal and parasitic dis-

eases was unknown to many
Hﬂﬂcufthcruulmmu*

nity. Open

?

acticed el
ok Py b I
disseminate th ical

know how for the construc-

tion of low cost
trines and initia

la-

a pilot

t th the estab-

rough
ishment of 10 demonstra-

tion-cum-

centres

in the country. Later, the

all

460 Thanas of the
Although

phase, sanitation promotion
was started introducing
RCC water latrine slabs,

People's participation were
absent from this progranune

and

the slabs were (is-

iribited Iree ol cosl on de

miand.

in the next phliase, il

was observed that most ol 1he

squalling slabs remained
unused to the faiflure of
unlined ts. DPHE then
started stribu RCC

rings for the lining . A
latrine unit g

NGO (SAC) in Dhamrai indi-
cates that man -
agement is effective sSus-
tainable sanitation

o

ownership

ties built for them,

The organisational
capacity building
sustain the facilities for
proper maintenance and
care.

Farid Uddin Ahmed Mia
SE Planning, DPHE

0 To establish cosl recov-
ery mechanism for meet-

ing the operational cost.
mﬂemuﬂ Creation: In t.hc
study area, SAC a
the community tgrﬂugh (i)
V’ﬂ lﬂtl health commit-

HC] and Til) Women "~

Enup Eoth them;ﬁ
fe-

male members of the com-
munity. SAC's field motivators

aded the committees to
create the demand for the
services through raisin
awareness for the safe wa
use and sani ractice of
excreta dis : Uthan
Baithak (court yard meeting)
provided an excellent oppor-
tunity to discuss the problem
of the community in an in-
formal setting which sponta-
neously ﬁl‘tl.t!.‘.d a sense of
commuriity participation in
solving their own -

The demonstration of low
cost technol and display
of video m "Pani-o-
mnetag stosll s tmsgacuion

an inspiration
and confidence the

mumulmhﬂdthﬂr Ja-
trines by
Capacity
tnmﬁm following ap-
h organiza-
tional capacity the com
munity were adopted:
The importance ol active
participation by both men
amdl women had been con-

firmed at a general meling
with full support of leaders

lelites).

are scheduled to
be held at a time and place
convenient for all sections of

the community. The use of as
many communication chan-

nels as to announce

possible
the meeting promoted atten-
dance.
mmtn

tﬁe audience n lnfurmu

meetings had built confi-
dence the community
in solving t own prob-
lems.

Holding separate mu:un*n

for women s
nﬂlhhnurhuud meeting

Eam-hlchm-nmm
express their own views
had encouraged women par-

were
‘s initiatives. There

responsive

were doubts m the peo-
ple about SAC's ser-
vices and i drlve mm
munity p-ruupm.

had to the local
utdp;nr‘vu'l:n them ut

m and intentions.

ﬂll pﬂl—. At the

ng the village
htlll.h :-u-tttu SAC had
problems in selecting
able people for project im-
plementation and lo face
con groups. The
problem of village peolitics
was tackled by attaching the
local leaders as hemorary
members in the Village
Health Committiee.

Involvement of women: To
to work through village
level commitiees utilizing
women volunteers for house
to house contract.

Lack of imitia-
tive: While promo-
tion the community raised
initially the gquestion of their

financial inability to construct
sanitary latrine. But the SAC
motivators demonstrated pit

dlf%ingl and introduced home
m atrine by which the
women members were en-

h la-
m.lu dig their own la

Recpihg fhe past striﬁi

gies and nchimmt of rural
sanitation coverage in

g
its strategic lan
for the future to cover 93

cent of the rurn] ulatiun
by the year 2000. For such
initiative it is necessary to

foster our efforts to promote

| their range

Development of Rural

Sanitation in Bangladesh

Aminuddin Ahmad
Chiel Engineer,
Department of "'ublic Health Engineering

HE developed world

I of today is cease
engaged in underg-
oing extensive research on
incurable diseases like AIDS,
Cancer etc. For curable dis-
eases they have no concern at
all as they don't suffer from
curable diseases in most
cases. On the other hand the
underdeveloped countries of
the world have been dr
on with the sufferings
millions mostly on curablc
diseases.

Study reveals that eighty
per cent of this diseases in
our country are water & fae-
cal borne. The rural water
supply situation has consid-
erably been improved. Nirety
seven per cent of this rural

'Fulntiun are now having
8 dﬂnki.l:lF water within

; 150 meters.
ards rural sanita-
tion. no ant coverage
was ssible. There were
valid reasons for that. In the
past all these efforts were
concentrated to improve wa-
ter supply situation within
the rurll community. The
stre ening 'of the sanita-
tion programme has started
only a fet years back. At pre-
sent the local as well as ex-
ternal assistance have been
combined by play-
ing significant role towards
imp mﬂtatiun situation
in rura adesh. The
steps in m:r:e erating this
pr have been proved
satisfactory. The per cent

is forty one per cent
in rur sa:ﬂlaﬂnn.

Milljons of bes live,
in‘human excreta. Indiscrim-
inaté defecation practice
nmkc:l_ a.vcﬂr:u: for t.rmamisé
sion ¢ bacteria
micmbg: ttﬁltl:man bodies
through food & water
th making healthy per-
sons sick.

From the facts stated so
far the importance of hy-

ic sanitation practice can
well undr.tutuud. There is

As

Continued on page 6

[ am glad that the De-
partmeni of Public Health
Engineering under the Min
istry of Local Government
Rural Development and Co-

s and UNICEF have
taken (nitidtive for obser-
vance of the National Sanita-
tion Week. | believe that ob-

tﬂ'ﬂtliﬂtl :
m to actively par-
in the sanitation ac-

the Government.
The gvpammnt of Public
Health ineering s en-

gaged in implementation

HE

E development prgjects in

\
“‘”ﬁﬂ

f sahitation in rural
to accomplish lhu;

ﬁuuisu&
*Iasl'wl‘.thiumnited

re:amc:l wer,
Hm Gm:enmwnt and volun-

should also
FE to work hand
it for promotion

lanitnilnn ncﬁr!tﬁl in the
observance of
ﬂﬂlwctkuﬂthmm:ﬂ?mh

mwﬂlhewrz
attgtin natioria Pgua!
'Hlﬂlﬂ'-tﬁ:r all by the year

Jfirm. belief that
J&W ntation of
ldnﬂathn activities will pre-
vertt diarrhoeal diseases and
thus reduce the infant mor
lajlﬁ; rate o agreat extent.

ence. | call upon every-
one (rrespeclive of group or
class to take part in obser-
vance of the sanitation week.
I wish the National Sanita-
tion Week every success.

Barrister Abdus Salam

ﬁlnll&'r

Ministry of LGRD and

Coopgratives
Government of the

;
3 &mr
em

People's Republic
. of Bangladesh. _

é: observance of
National itation Week
with financial asststance from
UNICEF. The purpose (s Lo

ensure the and active

of all pelitical
s ggporuiles Bl g
cationists. looal and

social leaders, and women in
the implementation of the
sanilation programme. At
present., 97 per ceni of the

are bene from
the s drinking

of
waler sanilation couver-

thindudﬁwpﬁlﬂmﬂu

m 41 per cent. [f the lu_n\l\
n coverage is raised to
the extent achieved under
the safe water s pro-

gramme, infant due
to diarrhoeal diseases could
be reduced s tly and

the achievement of the target
"Health for all by the year
2000" will become more cer-
tain. Therefore., we must

strive to provide sanitation
Jacilities to 60 per ceni of

the he
mﬁgtﬂawpeoplebut yeas

The observance of this |

week will act as bridge of
communication belween the
Department of Public Health
Engineering, other Govern-
ment and Non-Gouvernment
organisations and the mem:
bers of the public in general
This will encourage lﬁ' peo-
ple’s participation in the field
af sanitation

I am confident that the
sanitation programme will in
the near future be trans-

formed into a $0-
cial movement
MMFM
Chowdhury
Secretary

Local Government Division
Government of the People's

Republic of Bl..n.gladtih_j

no room for complaceny in
eur success of water suppl
as we have to do a lot for safe
& hygienic sanitation and
step forward for improve-
ment of the heaith of our
eople which in turn, will

ost up our development
activities.

Let us now look at the vil-
lage sanitation project of
DPHE. In 1950 the idea of
village sanitation tl:;ru ect
came into picture wi
assistance having the nbj:c-
tives of (i) Research & devel-
opment on use of safe water
supply & sanitation, [(ii)
Practical application of re-
search outcome and [(iii)
Looking into the effects of
water supply & sanitation in

controlling outbreak of
cholera & diarrhoeal dis-
eases. Under that project
there was provision for
installation of slanting pit
latrines. But the project
could not come out
successful due to fund
constraints & inadequate
management.

Afterwards In 1962, a
small scale project on sanita-
tion was undertaken with
UNICEF assistance, where
there was provision of
supplying - concrete slab
Jatrine to 2 lakh families
under 10 selected thanas.
Latrine slabs were produced
at thana headquarters and
were distributed to families
free of cost through union
parishads. A total of 1.6 lakhs
uf slab were produced &

upplied under the project.

bsence gf mﬂﬂ

{E
nnpcrat\vc due to land
slide and as such the project
could not bring about
expected benefit.

In the subseque ear in
1963, DPHE r«:n-::urt:t‘]v a de-
sign of lalrine slab from

Chiengmai in Thailand,

which was later improved &
Continued on page 6

tion. It is our moral du
physical and mental well-be

MESSAGE

Children are the future asset of the na-

to be

compliance with the charter o
Nations Children rights. Ba
member is promise-bound to

Qﬂdrenﬁamdmrrhﬂeanndut r commu-

P

::mmt

be very

about
children in
the United

ngladesh as a

rotect the

w dh&m? Iﬂ help fulfil
ation Week will Julfil this respon-
sibility by building up greater public aware-

The Department n_f Public Health i-
neering has a vital role in the ﬂmmﬂ!w
of health of the people, specially the chil-
n and in preservation of environmeht
thrm.rgh SI.lﬁflly of safe drinking water
of sanitation system in
ry. At present, 97 per cent of people
are getting benefit
whereas only 41 per cent of them have ac-
cess to sanitation coverage. To reduce this
gap, a target has been set to achieve 60 per
cent sanitation

getl is attained, the rate o
will be reduced substan

apemtinn of individuals
&antzm:lﬂns with the WMWM

Jruitful in this field.
I wish the National Sanitation Wﬂ-‘k -
1995 all success.

A Mq‘*ﬁ"’"‘

that the Nali

of safe water supply

by 1996. If this tar-

”‘}f“ﬁi:mnfm

Prim:Hhultcr

The People's Republic of Banghdeil ]

Social Mobilisation for Sanltatlon

Abu Muslim
Projecl Director

Social Mobilisation for Sanitation Project (DPHE)

HE term "Social
Mobilisation” is now a
days frequently used
in socio-economic develop-
ment sectors like mass
education, compulsory
primary education, family
planning etc.” In general, it

creatin tation in
nﬂE ;lt;l}‘ﬁ ¥ scdci” intcn-
sive prupagatiun an exten-
sive discussions. In particu-
lar, it aims in eliminating
unfounded beliefs and unsci-
entific habits from society by
institution building and con-
scientization.
Apparently it appears that
the third world with its illit-
eracy, poverty and backward-

ness is the fertile ground for

MESSAGE

I am very that Na-
tional Sanilation Week is go-
ing to be observed in ouw
country under the auspices of
the epnrtmem of Public
Health wn‘.h as-
sistance n:m E.‘EF‘. Its
importance r:umnt be over-
emphasized in the context of
the socto-economic condition

s
; ‘#fe nation loses money and
. valuable work-hour in nursing
{ sick children. There is no

- leaflet,

a{mthf country. Nearly 700  Goyernment of the People's
dren below the age
ears die every day from 9 5 Republic of Bangladesh

rhoeal diseases in the cmb
try. The children are our fu-
ture cui:erl.s and the coun-

on them.

alternative to health educa-
tion to prevent this.

Health education can be
disseminated through per-
sonal and group discussion.
poster, billboard,
slide show, video show, film
show. radio, TV, daily News-

etc. The communica-
tion amongst Gouvernment
and Non-Government organi-
sation, voluntary organisa-
tions and involvement q{at:ll
in this programme will
ten the achievement of this
. I wish this National
itation Week a success
through joint efforts of all.

Md Abdul Haye
Deputy Minister
Ministry of LGRD

'™ lands and in surface water

1 sources every day

“4 turmn, results in a daily toll of

! 1 about 700 deaths o
&l under five from
1 disenses.

MESSAGE

This year's National Sani-
tation Week falls at a time

when the couniry’'s perfor
mance in terms of sanitation
coverage is being careful
evaluated in relation to bot
the Government's mid-
decade goal of 35 per
and the year 2000 ﬂﬂﬂl"!f
universal sanitation cover
setl al the World Summit
Chiidren in 1990. Progress s
Lery encou ing: couverage
has !m:‘reuﬁ from 10 ;gr
certt in ruwral areas in 1989 to
national ::ﬂuer:?e of 35 per
cent in 1994 We are hopeful
iU will be nearly 50 per cent
by the end of this year. These
results promote confidence
in the ability of Bangladesh to
achieve universal sanitation
coverage by the year 2000
Sel against these
E’hhﬁurrrwnu however, s an

- e o ——— e— T ——

environmental sanitation HI\

uation which demands urgent
rittention. A combination of
unsafe water, unsanitary enuvi-
ronment and poor personal
hygiene continues to cause

roughly 80 r cent of all
diseases in ﬁlﬂlﬂu’!h. Fur
ther, approximately 20 000

metric tons of faecal maltter
are still deposited on public

This, in

children
tarrhoeal

The Governmeni's Waler
and Sanitution Programme
for the second half of the
decade, which is supported
by UNICEF. aims to create a
sdfe environment by increas-
ing access to and use of sqfe
water for drinking and hy-
glene purposes, Iincreasing
the use of sanitary latrines

and improving personal h?
giene practices. especially

proper hand washing. Many
innovative stra s and ac-
tivities are us to achieve
these objectives.

Let us use the occasion aof
National Sanitation Week to
reaffirm our commitment Lo
the goal of meeting the basic
srmf.[ﬂtiﬂn and other needs of
the country's children by the

year 2000.

Rolf C Carriere
Resident Representative

UNICEF, Bangladesh
gacesh

social mobilisation. But this is
not the fact. In the developed
world also the atmosphere ol
social mobilisation is created

by adopting different styles &

techniques. The West makes

a halt of the incidence of
heart disease by inspiring
people to up smoking,
ch hahigl and tak-
ing exercise. Sinf:;ltmmuﬂ
discouraging mixing it

:ryucta a barrier to the catas-

ic AIDS. In fact social
mn ilisation is the "touch-
stone” to gain maximum
benefit at minimum invest-
ment within a short span of

time.

adesh has achieved a
considerable water supply
coverage, a component of
sanitation in the rural areas
with 97 per cent of the popu-
lation having access to tu
well water within 150 me-
ters. However diarrhoeal in-
cidence and mortality remain
high. One of the contributing
factor is sanitation. For
example only 36 per cent of
the rural population use sani-

latrines.

Social Mobilisation for
Sanitation aims in improvi rﬁ
excreta disposal., perso
nszE practices and use of

water for domestic ur—

poses for reduction of

rhnul disease and Imprwe
ment of quality of life of the
rural communities. It mo-
bilises people at all levels
articularly the Union WAT-
AN committees, NGOs,

women' sﬂngrnup religious
leaders the prtntc sec-
tor to create a conducive so-
cial environment to promote
sanitation at the family level.
This software com ent
cnmpltmentu the ™
aanitltln .

tion committee headed by
the Chairman. Union
Parishad is the key institu-
tion to ylement the ‘p
amme. WATSAN commit-
have started
in all the Union
The UP chairman is
tial in his area. He knows ﬂu
atyll: of living, behavioral

age and to
T g sk~
es. With his lnl]uent:

nnd understanding he is
playing a vital role in motivat-
ing and mobilising the com-

m

The Inauguratimt of the
"Sanitation - by the
Prime Minister in the na-
tional conference on social
mobilisation in 1992 was a
big step forward in sanitation.
The observance of the first
Hnuunal Sanitation Week in
1994 creatéd a momentum
on accelerating sanitation
coverage. The second Na-
tional tation Week 19985
will equally contribute to at-
tain excreta free environ-
ment which is said to be the
fifty per cent of the pollution
load of the l:nuntry

A Safe Environment for the
21st Century Bangladesh

Dr T V Luong
Sanitation Coordinator
Water and Environmental Sanitation Section
UNICEF. Bangladesh

ANGLADESH  has
already achieved the
universal coverage of
. Almost all

B

safe water su
people now tubewell or
tap water. Yet, many peﬂﬂle
are still defecatin

open or use unhygienic
latrines. There are about
20,000 metric tons of fresh
human cxcrsu ﬂtl;d disease
athogens deposit eve
Eny dln ]:Jruhnlll:;ﬂI lands a:g
surface water sources. As a
result, 700 children under
the of five die from diar-
r diseases every day. In-
llﬂltll"{l environment and
poor ygiene practices
transmit diarrhoeal diseases.
These children's lives can be
saved if every one TODAY
start using sanitary latrine
and kﬂhlmnlf clean.

UNICEF has provided as-
sistance to promote rural
sanitation since the earl
1970s. UNICEF's financia
support to the Water and
Sanitation programme are
from many donors. mainly
the Swiss Development Co-

operation (SDC) and DANIDA.
In 1989, only 10 per cent of
the rural population had sani-
tary latrines after more than
two decades of promotion.

A national conference on
social mobilization for sanita-
tion and hy . inaugurated
by the Prime Minister. in
February 1992 added a new
dimension to the soclal mo-
bilization initiative taken u
II:? the Department of Public

ealth En[inﬂring (DPHE)
and other partners in the

country.

The government's mid-
decade goal of 35 per cent
sanitation cover
achieved in 1904. .
first National Sanitation Week
launched by the Prime Minis-
ter in October 1994 called
for a new mid-decade goal of
50 cent sanitation cover-

1995.

The first National Sanita-
tion Week in 1994 stimulated
a greater social commitment
at all levels on the need for a
clean environment. As of
Janu 1995, 41 per cent of
households have sanitary la-
trine.

There is strong indication
that Bangladesh can achieve
50 per cent sanitation cover-
age by the end of 1995 a
jump c-i near 15 cent in-
crease. This is the result of
the concerted efforts of all
concerned ministries, de-
partments and the local ad-
ministration at all levels, in

articular, the Union WAT-

gAN committees as well as
NGOs, Scouts, Girl Guides,
Women's groups, religious
leaders and the private sec-
tor.

The recent stead
progress made on Impro
sanitation and hygiene can be
attributed to the following

k.tyr factors
high political commit-
ment

*  intensive social mobiliza-
tion and;

*  introduction of a range of

low-cosl latrine
Continued on page 6




