Islami Bank to
enhance paid-up
capital

Islami Bank Bangladesh
Ltd. has decided to enhance
capital from Tk
16 crore to Tk 32 crore. says
press release.

This was decided at a

meeting of the Board of Di-
rectors in the Board Room of

awarding ceremony

A prizes and certificates
awarding ceremony of the
month long foundation train-
ing course for the Probation-
ary Officers of the bank was
held at Islami Bank Training
and - Research Academy
(IBTRA) recently.

Mohammad Younus, Vice
Chairman of the bank at-
tended the function as chief
guest. He distributed certifi-
cates and- prizes among the

participants.

~ US ends ban
.on Alaskan
oil exports

~ WASHINGTON, Nov 29:
US President Bill Clinton

| endeg a 22
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- ‘Alaska in a moveto hoost in-
" ternatioftal’ trade”and tax
revenues, the White House
said, reports AFP.

Clinton signed the bill ap-
proved by Congress earlier
this month which also pro-
vides new incentives that will
stimulate oil and gas produc-
tion in the United States, a
White House statement said.

The ban on exports from
the far northwestern state
dateés back to the construc-
tion of the Alaska oil pipeline
in 1973 a the height of the
oll crisis — a restriction now
seen as no longer necessary.

' Opponents, however, ar-
gue that the bill would sap
national oil reserves in order
to line the pockets of the oil
companies and could cause
environmental damage.

.. The exported oil, which
must be shipped by US-
flagged vessels, will go mostly
to Asian markets and the
White House statement said
the crudé will bring in up to
two billion dollars in in-
creased federal, state and lo-

cal tax payments.
Indonesians blame
'ACPC for failing
to prop up
coffee prices

" JAKARTA. Nov 29: In-
donesian Coffee Producers
accused the Association of
Coffee Producing Countries
(ACPC) Tuesday of failing to

rop up world coffee prices,
he official Antara News
ncy sald yesterday, re-
ports AFP.
* "ACPC's failure is partially
due to the absence of a
strong in the associa-
fion, which makes for their
weak bargaining position to-
ward fund managers," said
Usman Sudargo, Chairman of
the Association of Indonesian
Coffee Exporters at an inter-
national coffee symposium in
Nusa Dua, Bali.
" Sudargio said coffee prices
slumped to about 2.2 dollars
d kilogram, compared to last
year's average of four dollars.
Sudargo’'s comments came
one day after Indonesia failed
fo get the association ap-
for it to increase cof-
exports under the organi-
gations export retention
scheme, which requires
members to hold a percent-
age of their production of the
world market.
- said Monday he
, ACPC "could under-
stand” and "tolerate” future
Indonesian policies which
may deviate from the associa-
tlon's controls on exports.
The export retention
scheme, proposed by Brazil
and Colombia, came into
force on October 1, 1993 in
an effort to boost falling
world coffee prices.

Raw jute export declined
by one lakh 34 thousand
bales during the first five
months of the current fiscal
year compared with the ex-
port of the same period of
last fiscal year mainly due to
restriction on export through

land port.

A total of three lakh 24
thousand raw jute was ex-
ported up to November 15
this year against four lakh 68
thousand bales during the
same period last year,
Bangladesh Jute Exporters'
Association (BJA) sources
said.

said raw jute export
th Benapole land port
remained stopped for last
two months because govern-
ment has imposed a restric-
tion on jute export through
the port.

Official sources of the
Ministry of Jute said. the

| government has imposed a

restriction on raw jute
to India through Benapole
port in August this year to

check smuggling and give

Raw jute
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Restriction on Benapole port vital reason
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export falls by one
lakh bales in five months

By Rafiq Hasan

L]
some protection to the loeal

jute goods and yamn produc-
ers.

Jute good producers at
the beginning of the season
had apprehended that the
raw jute price would go up at
an abnormal rate and many
jute mills might be closed
down due to heavy prodéic-
tion shoertfall.

"Government has imposed
the restriction on raw jute
export through land port re-
sponding to the appeal of jute
good producers to stabilise
the domestic market and
check smuggling”, a high of-
ficial of the Ministry of Jute
told The Daily Star over tele-
phone.

He said the government is
reviewing the market situa-
tion and restriction will be
withdrawn after stabilisation
of the market.

The average export price
of raw jute during the period
of July to November this year
was per bale Tk 2.514 while

the average price during the
same period ol last year waa
Tk 1.783 per bale.

Exporters said over the
last few years jute has been
exporied to India by road
through Benapole. During the
last 1994-95 session three
lakh 13 thousand 756 bales
of raw jute was exported
through this land port.

Whereas, only 60 thousand
bales of raw jute was ex-
ported this year through the
port, they said.

According to the BJA. the
country earned Tk 82 .94
crore in the five months this
year by exporting raw jute to
different countries of the
world while during the same
period of last year the earn-
ings were Tk 82.90 crore.

The BJA at a Jute Consul-
tative Committee meeting
held last month with Jute
Minister S M Hannan Shah in
the chair demanded of the
government to withdraw the
restriction.

BJA vice chairman Rezaul
Karim said the minister had
assured them of withdrawing
Lthe restriction. But any deci-
sion in this regard is yet to

be taken.
He said due to restriction,

raw jute export to India
through river route also re-
mained suspended.

Under the bilateral
agreement between India and
Bangladesh, Indian barge
came to Narayanganj port and
raw jute was shipped earlier.
But this year no barge from
India came to Nara for
this purpose, he said.

Although the Chittagong
and Mongla sea ports, re-
mained open to export but no

jute was exported to India

through the two ports this
year because it is costly for
them, Rezaul pointed out.

He said as India was one of

the biggest importers of raw

jute from Bangladesh, the

exporters would be affected
adversely because of restric-
tion on export to that country
through Benapole port.
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A three-day computer exhibition organised by Bangladesh Com puter Samity begins at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel yesterday.

— Star photo

Oil prices may
‘be $12-18 per
barrel in 10 yrs

DUBAI, Nov 29: Oil prices
are likely to remain between
12 to 18 dollars per barrel
over the next decade partly
because producers are
tempted to sell excess ca-
pacity, a Shell oil executive
said here yesterday, reports
AFP.

"We will have to live with
that," Ferdinand Berger. Di-
rector for Shell International
Petroleum Co. Ltd.
Middle East, Africa and South
Asia, told the Emirates Eco-
nomic Forum here,

“It should be between 12

and 18 dollars a barrel .

the next decade. There is no
reason it should be higher
than now.” ;

However, producers can
limit the impact of low prices
by using technological® ad:
vances to drive down the cost
of extracting oil, according to
the executive of the British-
Dutch consoertium.

The problem {s many pro-
ducers have invested heavily
in boosting output capacity
and "there are high pressures
to use it," Berger said.

He estimated the capacity
of the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC). which decided
last week to roll over the
production ceiling of 24.52
million barrels per day (BPD)
for another six months, at 36
million BPD.

The 12-nation cartel
pumped about one million
BPD in excess of the ceiling
in October, wilh oil industry
sources accusing Venezuela
of accounting for one third of

overproduction. _

Malaysia, UAE

~ sign accord
to boost trade

KUALA LUMPUR., Nov 29:
Malaysia and the United Arab

Emirates (UAE) yesterday
signed an t for the
avoidance of double taxation

to boost trade and invest-
ment between the two coun-
tries, reports AFP.

The UAE was represented
by visiting Minister of State
for Finance and Industry
Ahmed Humaid Al-Tayer
while Deputy Minister of Fi-
nance Wong See Wah signed
the agreement for Malaysia.

"With the of this
agreement today, Malaysia
has concluded similar tax
treaties with 46 nations

| around the globe," Wong said.

in the | .

WFP praises Dhaka's

food programme

Bangladesh has a very
good record of successfully
the transition from
food for relief to food for de-
velopment, views a UN body,
reports UNB.
The evaluation was pre-
sented by Country Director of
the United Nations World

Food Programme Alan
Wilkinson at a conference
here on Tuesday.

The three-day inter-

agency Trainers' Conference

for Food-assisted Develop-

ment has been organised
jointly by the WFP and the
Economic Relations Division
of the Ministry of Finance.
Alan Wilkinson drew at-
tention to two high priorities
of the government and WFP
in Bangladesh — the poverty
alleviation and the creation of
gender equity. Because of the
selfl targeting nature of food
aid, only those who are very
poor and un loyed are
prepared to work for wheat.
In addition, Wilkinson
said, food aid is usually con-
trolled by women and that
gives them control over re-
sources and thereby pro-
motes gender equity. Glob-
ally, Bangladesh has been one
of the largest recipients of
WFP food and aid since 1975.
Speaking as chief guest,
Planning Secretary Dr Shah
Mohammad Farid® empha-

sised the role of food assisted
programmes in support of
sustainable poverty allevia-
tion efforts of the govern-
ment.

Now the government has
agreed on key institutional
changes to strengthen the
food-assisted development
programmes, Dr Farid said
and pointed out the critical
role of the Planning Commis-
sion in integration of food
aid in the national planning
process of the government.

Dr Farid assured all those
involved of the Planning
Commission's active support
for the new arrangements.

Referring to the progress
made under the important
eight-year SIFAD process of
institutional strengihening,
ERD Joint Secretary A K M
Reazur Rahman said the gov-
ernment currently con-
tributes from its own re-
sources about one third of
the wheat needed for the
VGD programme.

Head of WFP Training in
Dhaka Younus Khan also
spoke at the inaugural ses-
sion of the conference, at-
tended by 80 trainers from
Water Development Board,
Local Government and Engi-
neering Department. De-
partment of Forest, Fisheries,
Women Affairs, Livestiock
Services and six NGOs.

Chinese delegates
meet WTO DG

GENEVA. Nov 29: A high-
level Chinese delegation is to
open bilateral talks here
Wednesday with eight other
nations ahead of a working
group meeting December 7-8
on China's application to join
the World Trade Organiza-
tion, reports AFP. ;

The Chinese team arrived
here Tuesday and its leader,
Deputy Foreign Trade Minis-
ter Long Yongtu, met with
WTO Director-General Re-
nato Ruggiero.

The delegation on
Wednesday will begin meet-
ing representatives from
Japan, Australia, New
Zealand, India, Mexico, Chile,
Colombia and North Korea.

"The Chinese and the
Americans will meet the day
after the working group ses-
sion, December 9, said Tong-
tai Lai, a member of China's
permanent delegation in
Geneva. -

“We want to become part
of the WTO as soon as possi-
ble," he added. noting China's
"very clear declaration” at a
summit of Asian and Pacific
nations in Osaka November

19.

Beijing pledged te reduce
import duties on 4,000 to

6,000 products and to abol- |

ish entry quotas on 170 cate-
gories of goods.

US Vice President Al Gore
welcomed the initiative but
said China had more to do
belore it could join the WTO.,
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presents the World Travel Market 1995 Global Award
to Hans Haensel (M), Emirates’' Head of Destination
and Leisure Management. Fiona Jeffrey, World Travel

+ Market Exhibition Director, is also seen in the picture.

Emirates Holidays
receives Travel
-Marke;lAward

Emirates Holidays., the
leisure management division
of Emirates, has won the
prestigious World ’Travel
Market 1995 Global Award
for its contribution to the
iravel industry , says a press
Im-&

During a ceremony held at
Earl's Court in London,
former British Foreign Sec-
retary, Douglas Hurd pre-
sented the Global Award to
Hans Haensel, Emirates’ head
of Destination and Leisure
Management.

This marked the first ma-
jor industry award won by
the airline's leisure manage-
ment division, which was
launched just two years ago.
Emirates Holidays in now the
largest wholesale tour opera-
tor of the Gulf and Middle
East , renowned for its range
of tailor-made, quality vaca-
tion programmes to 37 des-
tinations across the world.
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| Improved demand marks

tea auction in Ctg
By Staff Correspondent

The weekly tea sale in
Chittagong on Tuesday was

marked by improved de-
mand.
Export buyers for Poland.

Jordan, Russia and Sudan
were active at the sale, mar-
ket sources said.

According to a report eof
Unity Brokers Lid prices in
general improved over last
levels. Local traders operated
with strength for the well-
made small brokens and bet-
ter [annings resulting in ad-
vancement of prices for
these. it added.

In this week's sale,
20.466 packages leafl along
with 64 pac of supple-
ment were ised and
withdrawals were low and
stood at 17 cent as
against 15 per cent last
week.

The next sale is expected
to be held on December 5,

17,000 packages leal and

3,000 packages dust.
Following is the last

week's category-wise sale

performance:

CTC: Larger brokens
opened at around last levels
but prices continued to Im-
prove as the sale progressed,
selling between Tk. 47.50
initially to Tk 48 .90 later.
Small well made brokens
were dearer by Tk. 1/2.
Plainer types were also little
dearer. Selective best lines
sold between Tk. 53.00 - Tk
54.20 -

Fannings were generally a
dearer market particularly
the clean! grainy and good
liquoring types and these
often inclined by a Taka or
more. Lower types appreci-
ated by about 0.50 Taka. Few
best lines sold between Tk.
54.00 - Tk. 57.40.

Green Tea: 430 packages
were on offer. FYH's sold be-
YHs at Tk. 51.50 and the

at Tk. 54.00.

Dust: 3,216 packages
along with 45 packages of
supplement were on offer.
Most prices were firm. Selec-
tive best lines often appreci-
ated.

Bangladeshi cuisine plays
important role in UK

"In 1993 sales of Indian
restaurant and take away food
in the UK amounted to about
258 miillion pounds (over Tk
1,651 crore) and
Bangladeshi cuisine plays an
important and ng part
in this sector of the food in-
dustry,” said Food Minister,
Angela Browning.

She was speaking in Lon-
don last week at the launch
of the Guild of Bangladeshi
Restaurateurs, according to a
message received here yes-
terday.

ture of

UK for a very long
time | am afraid that &

certain geographical impre-

cision has crept into our
common speech; we call
them Indian restaurants.”

"However, they are de-
scribed, these restaurants
are now very much a part of
the fabric of our everyday
lives. They are a familiar sight
in most high streets today
and play a major part in our
food industry.”

"By our own estimates in
1993 sales of Indian restau-
rant and take away food

amounted to around 258 mil-
lion pounds, involving around
5.000-6,000 outlets. Bang-
ladeshi cuisine plays a very
important part in the ca-
tering sector, which’is a sub-

stantial and growing. part of
the UK food industry.

"Our catering sector is
huge and outlets range from
hospitals and schools to an
enormous variety of retail
premises such as fast food
establishments, ethnic res-
taurants, snack and sandwich
bars. It is estimated that the
$eatér P acdbunts Vot st
under two per wcent of gross
domestic rising to

two and a hall "per cent if*]"

combined with the hotel in-
dustry. Consumers ‘expendi-
ture on eating out and ac-
commodation has grown
rapidly and is estimated at
around 37 billion pounds in
1994."

Last summer was the
35th anniversary of the
Bangladeshi caterers’ asso-
ciation which was marked by
the launch of the Dine
Bangladeshi campaign at the

House of Commons.

HYUNDAI

(BIBM) concluded here yes-
terday, says a press release.

Forty participants from
different banks including for-
eign banks and financial in-
stitutions participated in the

workshop.

The workshop mainly
dealt with international bank-
ing and trade financing tech-

.nigaes,. foreign - exchange

and real sector of Bangladesh
economy, recent deregula-
tory measures regarding Taka
convertibility by Bangladesh
Bank. exchange rate calcula-
tions, different foreign ex-
change derivative products,
foreign exchange risk man-
agement etc.

The workshop was ceor-
dinated by Sk Harun-ar-
Rashid and Dr Bandana Saha,
members of the BIBM Fac-

ulty.

___Sanitation Week '95_

chan lo a water sealed
slab latrine. With the assis-
tance of WHO DPHE toock up
a pilot project and dis-
tributed 10,000 improved
latrine slabs to rural lies
bf’,’ 1964. Later on design of
the slab was further im-
proved for installation in sub-
sequent projects.

A large scale sanitation

an ect was undertaken in .

975. DPHE came up with
the village Sanitation ect,
Phase-1 for implementation
during 1975-82 with UNICEF
assistance, E;ndﬂ this pf:_-u-
ect a target of supplying free
'!:rt‘ cost 2.80 lakh sets of la-
trine, to the families of 620
villages under 62 subdivisions
was fixed in addition to in-
stallation of lam;cathi_n ?:-]D
schools & other ed-
ﬂnﬂmﬂ institutions. Ulti-
mately 1.36 lakhs of latrine

sets were nuggﬂed under this
mjutq In the later um :‘f
latrine sets at subsidized
price was introduced in lieu
of cost free .

After completion of this
E:ﬁ]ect the experience we

WeETE :

1. Maintenance of latrines
supplied at subsidized price,
was better than those sup-
plied free of cost.

2. Water sealed trap was
found broken by beneficia-
ries in about 18 % cases
whereas 82 % were found

intact.
3. 61% latrines were

found maintained by benefi-
ciaries satisfact ;

4. About 6 latrines
were installed within 50 feet
of water source and about
90% within 100 feet.

The success of the 1st

hase resulted in taking up
2nd ghlu of the 1
with UNICEF assistance
1982-85 at cost of Tk 1223
lakhs. All the thanas were in-
cluded in this phase with a

of 1
B'25 lakhs latrine sets. Under

| slab & 5 ri
;LJEF"‘“‘.QTJ':;L ;
: families Suc-

project justifi
taking up large -:nlih:mur

tion E’m in future. It
may mentioned here that
coverage of village sanitation

velgpment_ of Rural n
mmntm from page 9 at the ﬂms-iag!?-nﬂer? pe-

riod was observed to be only
3% of the rural A
Another large scale village

sanitation ]{}'ﬂcct was
launched with CEF assis-
tance for implementation
gkudn 1985-9 n:h a Eﬂll of

11 lakh with physical
target of 20.10 lakh sets of
latrine. Under this project
540 union production cum
selli centers were estab-
lis . 460 thana centers
were established earlier. Out
of these 1000 centers, 100
centers have been closed last

yﬂrﬂy June, 1995 abeut 18
lakh latrine units have been
produced under thirg phase
of this programme. During
this recent past due to re-
peated increase of selling
price of latrine units under
this project, enthusiasm
among the rural communit
declined toward purchase
installation of the same.

This situation has now
considerably impro
year (1994-95), DPHE sold
more than three I*hm latrine
units throughout country
in from sale centers.

The sanitation pro-
gramme of is a F;Eg
patory programme invo
the poor rural community.
Through intensive communy
cation awareness cre-
ated the rural

pulation is on increase.

he three decade pro-
gramme of village sanitation
project is now gaining me-
mentum.

With the idea of confining
excreta in a fixed place duly
covered, tl':_l: pit lltﬂnr:!li in ﬂn
improved form is indirectly

where water seal

latrine cannot be afforded by

the poor community, it being
beyond their Eurchalin
. The DPHE water se

atrine along with miproved
pit latrine raised ihe rural
sanitation coverage (0 41 %
& we expect coverage
by 1986. It may be men-
tioned that the t phase of
VS amune has recently

been to 1996,

WATSAN Commitiees
headed by chairman, Union
Parishad under "Secial Mobil-
isation for Sanitation Project”
in DPHE are functioning to

mnl: :aﬂfnitltinn &
mination to
the doorsieps nmlﬂ

e have been striving
hard towards achieving a
sanitary mﬂmt in rural
human excreta & this excreta
we will be a -
ately confined in a ed
place. This is our objective &
we expect the same by the
year 2000.

ved. Last

An Overview

Continued from page 9
private initiative for selling

latrine components along
with public sector produc-
tion. NGO should come
forward to take part in the
awareness building to en-
courage local initiative to
raise the sanitation coverage
and improved personal hy-
diene practice. The con-
ceried effort will surely lead
us to the intended success.

Safe Environment

Continued from page 9

technologies including
"do-it-yoursell™ simple
pit latrine

Building on the success,
the government I8 Jaunching
the second National Sanita-
tion Week in Novemiber 1995
to create further momentum
on accelerati sanitation
coverage and havioural
change.

By maintaining the cur-
rent rate of progress and
with the concerted efforts of
every one from the decision
makers to the people of the
communities, an excreta-free
and safe environment of

can be a reality by

Bangladesh
ar 2000. We strongly be-
mlhltthﬁlllkilh{ie.

All children of Bangladesh
have the right to live in a safe
and healthy environment. Qur
effort, today, aims to achieve
universal sanitation

2000 which is

o tion’

genera . y
gth‘.'rﬂl this

for them to welcome
the 21st century with a
healthy mind and body. As we
march towards the 21st cen-
tury, no children of

desh will die of com-
diseases due to In-
sanitary environment




