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NEWS BRIEFS

PM's public meet
in Pabna today
Nov 28: Prime Minisler

Begum Khaleda Zia will ad-

dress a puablic meeting at

Sathia foothall ground ar 2
pm tomorrow. Major [retd|

....nr-.._

Manzur Quader is expected

to formally join the ruling

party al the meeting. BNP
sources sdaid here today re-
ports 1 'NB.

IDB meet in
Jakarta

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday left Dhaka
for Indonesia te attend the
annual meeting of the Board
of Governers ol Islamic De-
velopmenit Bank (IDB). The
two-day meeting begins in
Jakarta today. The Finance
Minister who is leading a
five-member Bangladesh del-
egation in the meeting is ex-
pected to return home on
December |, reports UNB.

Dr Saadat new
NBR Chairman

Dr Saadat Hussain joined
as additional secretary in-
charge ol the Internal Re-
sources Division and Chair-
man of the National Board of
Revenue (NBR) on Meonday,
according to an NBR source.
Earlier Dr Hussain served as
addMional secretary im-
charge ol the Ministry ol
Women and Children Affairs.
reports BSS.

Two more dental
colleges soon

The government is plan-
ning to set up two more

dental colleges considering

‘Shantibahini buying time

the rapid spread of dental
diseases in the country. Of
the new dental colieges. one
would be established in Chit-
tagong while the other in Ra-
jshahi.

Prokrichi ends
3-day programme
By Staff Correspondent

The three-day work ab-
stention programme called |
by the Prokrichi-BCS Central '
Action committee ended yes-

terday. The council began a |

three day work abstention

programme on November 26

proposals
mplemen - |

to press Lhe tlﬂt
of the Council i

plan.

DHAKA WEDNESDAY,

US urges Govt, Opposition

Demonstrate flexibili
resolve stalemate

The Clinton administra-
tion has urged both the Gov-
ernment of Bangladesh and
the Opposition to iron out
their differences so that
"free, fair and fully contested
elections can be held in a
peaceful and timely fashion."

The position of the US
government was posted in
response to a question on
Banglacdlesh on Monday at the
State Department's noon
press briefing in Washington,
circulated through a USIS
news release in Dhaka yes-
rerday.

The spokesman of the
State Department expressed
the hope that both sides
would overcome the lengthy

i -y
.!.:. .‘-.I'.

By Staff Correspondent

political stalemate by demo-

nsirating “creativity and
llexibility” and said the
stalemate threatened Lhe

democratic process and un-
dermined economic pro-
gress.

The comment of the US
spokesman for the first time
made a reference to the role
of the military and said "As a
general rule, we oppose mili-
tary intervention against a
democratically elected gov-
ernment.”

The text of the statement
was headlined "US Govern-
ment position on Bangla-
tlesh's political impasse”.

"The US government con-
tinues (0 urge both the gov-

lllll

~ The once busy Bangabazar Market now in ashes.

ernment of Bangladesh and
the opposition to resolve
their differences so that free,
fair and fully contested elec-
tions can be held in a peace-
ful and timely fashion”, the
statement said. _

"We remain hopeful that
both sides will demonstrate
the creativity and flexibility
needed to overcome a
lengthy political stalemate
that threatens the demo-
cratic process and under-
mines economic progress,” it
added.

The statement of the US
government comes following
the meeting of US ambas-
sador David N Merrill with

See Page 12 Col 1

4 ferries stuck

up at char

MANIKGANJ, Nov 28;
Movement of ferries between
Aricha and Nagarbari ghats
remained suspended for four
hours ending at 11 am teday
as four ferries were stuck up
at a char in the midstream of
the Jamuna, reports UNB.

Several thousand passen-
gers of Shah Makhdum and
Shah Amanat were siranded
Lill the salvage operation by
the BIWTC authorities. The
rest of the ferries — Shah
Paran and Keramat Ali,
loaded with 48 trucks, could
not be rescued till this
evening.

According to BIWTC offi-
cials, sharp fall in water
levels in the Padma and the
Jamuna has badly affected the
normal functioning of the
ferry services — Aricha-Na-
garbari and Aricha-Daulatdia.

More than 1500 trucks
loaded with wvarious com-
modities were awaiting at the
ghats. the source added.
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Govt approval of Ctg
master plan delayed

By Shahrier Khan

- Government - approval ol
the Chittagong Metropolitan
Masticr Plan (CMMP), 1995,
is being delayed because Lhe
proposed amendments to
some laws required for its
implementation are still to be
cleared by the relevant au-
thorities.

According to official
sources in Chittagong, the
Recommendations for Insti-
tutional and Legislative
Changes. which are necessary
for ensuring private and
community participation in
the port cily's development
works according to the
CMMP, were placed bclore
the Chittagong-based Tech-
nical Management Commit-
tee (TMC) for its clearance in
February this year.

All other components of
the CMMP were approved by

 T&T, Power

the TMC which comprised
representative:s of the Chit-
tagong Development Author-
ity (CDA), Chittagong WASA.
Development
Board and Members of Par-
liament. These components
were later approved by .the
Ministry of Works and Hous-
ing and sent to the Planning
Cominission.

- This is. the second such
master plan for Chittagong
city sirtce 1962.

A projiect — Preparation of
Structure: Plan, Master FPlan
and Detailed Area Plan for
Chittagong — began prepara-
tion of the CMMP in April
1892 a.nd finalised it in
March this year. The UNDP
gave Tk 10 crore and the
govermment Tk two crore for
the project.

See Page 12 Col 6
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Bangabazar fire

Hundreds of shop-owners
started picking through the
debris as the entire Banga-
bazar area still kept smoul-
dering vesterday, a day after
the devastating fire destroyed
the popular city marketplace.

Fire-fighters were sprin-
kling water as piles of burnt
out merchandise lay on the
ground. The rescue workers;
picked twisted tin-sheets

them on the side.
the city in recent times. «e-

stroyed the whole area of
Bangabazar. country’s largest

 al. snarkel, Monday, .
Hilerning. ' o

Despite

pm vesterday there was' no
report of any death or
missing persons in the area.
Luaders of the Shop-owners

= Assodciation said that tthey did

iuid ahy charred or dead
bodies. There is no re:ports nf

and iron-bars and stacke:d

A huge fire, the biggest ine

widesp read
speculation on deaths, till 8

No report of death
or missing

By Staff Corresspondent

aiwyone missing. they added.

“At the time of the [lire all
thhe shop owners were in
tlneir homes and we do not
rillow anyone to sleep in the
shop areas except the night
guards.” said an official of the
association.

It was learnt that some
employees slept on the first
and segend floors of the

Editorial on page 4

1. keshift tin and wood
structured market where
they worked in the tailoring
section until late night. Buat
the shop-owners claimed
that there was no repertiei
any of (hé emplovifes was

The police last night cors

doned-off the whole area °
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Modernisation

of army linked

with country's
uplift : PM

CHITTAGONG, Nov 28:
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia sald here today
that the government was en-
gaged in endeavouring to
build a modern and stronger
army side by side with the
improvement of the nation's
economic condition, reports
BSS.

Speaking at the passing-
out parade of the 33rd
BMA course and 12th s

L course al the

Ba' _iadesh Military Academy
(LMA) parade ground she
said, "Inshallah our army will
be more modern and
stronger in future.™

The Prime Minister said
that the goals of the country's
Liberation War were the
establishment of an economi-
cally-sound and militarily
strong and democratic

See Page 12 Col 2

PM's letter to
Hasma soon
By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia's fourth letter to
Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina is likely to be sent
within a day or two, BNP
Secretary General and LGRD
Minister Abdus Salam Taluk-
dar told a group of newsmen
at his Bailey Road official res-
idence in the city yesterday
evening.

"The letter is being
drafted.” he said, declining to
divulge its contents. "You'll
come to know in time."

According to BNP sources,
the PM may specify the
agenda for the dialogue she
had earlier proposed to
Hasina and the agenda may
contain the opposition's de-
mand lor a neutradl caretaker

vfrﬂmcnt
lu her carlier le ﬂ'l‘- We-,

4 &um L h!-lqj."!nufﬂi-;'

all issues would be discuy gsed
at the negotiating 17 ble.
Hasina, in her replies; {n-

while thousands of onjookers—{-Sisted on a specific 7 genda,

gathered around the burnt

out market. The owners of

the shops picked through the
debris and gathered ::hm'rr.:ﬂ
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WB praises PPP, but warns .

against high hopes

World Bank mission chiefl
in Dhaka Pierre Landell-Mills
has said the "Participalory
Perspective Plan (PPP]" is a
“major breakthrough” in the
country's development plan-
ning.

"We can think collectively
and in a participatory way,"
Landell Mills said at a semi-
nar on the "Participatory Per-
speclive Plan for Bangladesh
1995-2010" organised by the
Bangladesh Chamber of In-
dustries (BCI}] at the

' Bangladesh Chemical Indus-

tries Corporation auditorium
yesterday.

The seminar was also ad
dressed by State Minister for
Planning Abdul Moyeen Khan
as the chief guest. Shaikh
Magsood Ali of the Planning
Commission as the key note
speaker and AM Subid Ali.
President of BCI.

Mills said the policy mak
ers should be aware of the
opportunities and limitations
placed before them while
preparing such a long term

PPP is an
pecple-cen-

He said the
“Interactive.

By Staff Correspondent

tered. and creative process’
towards poverty alleviation,
but that required constant el-
forts to achieve better re-
sults. However, Landell Mills

was skeptical about achieving
the proposed 8 per cent GDP

growth by the year 2000 and
eradication of poverty by

2002, as envisaged in the
PPP.
“We need to be ambitious

Biméan's Ctg-ME
flight begins today

CHITTAGONG. Nov 28
Biman Bangladesh Airlines
for the first time will operate
an international flight from
Dubai to Chittagong tomor-
row, reports UNB.

With the operation ol the
flight the Chittagong Airport
will also come under the in:
ternational network of Bang
ladesh Biman

The flight will be operated
by Biman's wide-bodied DC-
10 aircraft that successfully
completed a probing flight to
Chittagong earlier this mon-
th, said a Biman press release

yvesterday.

but not so ambitious which is
unrealistic,” he said adding
that 8 per cent GDP could
not be achieved within five
Years,

But Moyeen Khan has de-
fended the projected 8 per
cent growth rate and said,
"We believe we can reach a
double digit growth rate if
the situation remains good.”
He however added, "1 don't
think the PPP is a periect
document.” "It {s rather
indicative.”

Commenting on the news
and views published recently
in the national dailies about
the PPP, the State Minister
said, before preparing the
plans, the government had
arranged exchange of views
at the grass roots level and at
least 65 such meetings were
held at the district level.

Khan asseried that no
such local level meeting on
development plan was held
during the last 50 years in
the country. Dwelling on the
role of the Government in
implementing the proposed
PPP, Khan said. i1 would

See Page 12 Col B

through dialogue’

By Inam Ahmed back from CHT

The outlawed Shantibahini
s rying Lo build up highting
capgability through recruit
ment and procurement of
arms taking advantage of the
prl:lralli ceasefire in the
Chittagosg Hill Tracts ac-
cording b army sources

it has reportedly recruited
1500 youths in their training

' camps during the truce te

tation of its 17-point charter |
. Myanmar. The militants have

of demands. The
Primme Minister's Secretariat
amndl handed over a memoran-
danm

council
leaders yesterday went to the

|

add to its about 4000-strong

troops and is trying to pro-
cure modern arms from

already procured grenade
launchers. modern sub ma-
chineguns and M- 16 assault
rifles which they use in their

ambush here say.

Shantibahini militants
have also embarked on a
massive fund raising pro-
gramme by collecting tolls
both from the tribals and
Bengalers . army sources said.
For every economic activity.
inhabitants have to pay
money to them

The ceasefire unilaterally
announced by the militants
on August 10 is to expire by
December 31 unless ex-
tended .

They are buying time
through dialogue to build up

their treops said Major
Creneral M Azizur Rahman

General Officer Commanding
(GOC), 24th Infantry Division
Chittagong. "We have defirnii
proof that they are planiung
their strategy of at
tack. Instead of the previous
hit and run tactics. they are
planning for attack. re-attack
and massive attack strategy "
The GOC was talking to a
group of journalists at his
headquarters in Chittagong
“The Hill Tracts problem
must be solved politically "
Gen Rahman stressed
"Military victory would not be
the real solution. Even if we
do bring the whole of CHT

See Page 12 Col |

British team for
partnership
deal with local

businessmen

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG., Nov 28

' Leader of the visiting Brilish

trade delegation Peter lee
expressed his team's inter
ests to promote relationship
with the business community
of Bangladesh.
" "We are looking for a true
partnership deal with the
businessmen here.” he said
while addressing a discussion
meeting this afternoon with
the members of Chittagong
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (CCCI) at its confer-
ence rooln.

"We had a successful
meeting in Dhaka and we

' hope to have the same in
" Chittagong.” Lee noted. "We

are keen to identify the op-
portunities of business with
you,” he told the chamber
members.

"We are here to look for
those investment opportuni-
ties and we will try to find
out a positive message.” he
added.

Earlier, President of CCClI
Sarwar Jamal Nizam read ou!
his address of welcome high
lighting the imfrastructural

' lacilities available in the port

See Page 12 Col 7°

Beating 2 to death

Procession, memo
to N'gan) DC

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Nov 28
Some local people brought
oul a Mourning procession in
the town carrying the bodies
of the two persons killed on
Monday,. apparently in i mob
beating suspecting thiem to

Editorial on page 4

be ¢ hild-lifters.

The processionisis pa
raded the main thoroughfares
of Narayanganj town and
handed over a memorandum
to the Deputy Commissioner
demanding trial of the
killers. Claiming that they
were killed as a sequel to an

E earlier rivalrv

|

Abhdur Rastud var driver
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. free and fair polls,”

Hasina tells DU Senate members

PM's rigidity pushing

country toward danger

logue by accepling in primi ‘-

Awauni League Piesuplent
Sheikh Hasina yesterday re-

newerd her demand that the

Prime Minister resign iin-
mediately and advise the
President to form a neutral
caretaker government
conduct the national elec-
tions, reports UUNB.

“The President has dis-
solved Parliament on the ad-
vice of the Prime Minister,
but she (PM) is not taking
any effective step to form a
caretaker government for
she told a
group of Dhaka University
Senate members who called

' on her at the partys Dhan-
- mondi office.

Hasina said that in the
prevailing situation. there

' was no alternative to move-

ment for realising the de
mand. The programme for
indefinite “road, rail and wa-
terways blockade” from De-
cemiber 7 and the "march
lowards the PM's office’ on
December 9 would remain

unchanged. she added.

She said as the time was
running out fast. so she had
phoned the Prime Minister
and also requested her
through letters to sit in a dia-

to

ple the demangd for a carc-
taker government.
“But the Prime Minister

said that she does not an-
derstand the neuiral non-
party careiaker government
and she will not accept the
demand." Hasina said. "Her
(PM's) rigid attitude is push-
ing the nation towards a dan-
gerous situation.”

Awami League central
leaders Abdus Samad Azad.
Abdul Mannan, Prof Qamruz-
#zaman, Zillur Rahman, Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury, Amir
Hussain Arnu, Abdur Razzak
Tofael Ahmed, Abdul Jalidl and
Obaidul Kader were present
at the meeting.

Senate members who at-
tended L he meeting included
Dr SM Arefin Siddiqui, Dr
Anwar Hossain, Dr Moham-
mad Fnamul Hug, Abdul
Mannen Chowdhury, Mo-
hammad Enamul Hug. Syed
Rezaiir Rahiman, Syed Ahmed
adrped e e Oeam Farowy

D Anwar Hossain. Syed
Alirned and Advocate Ozair
Farugque congratulated Shei
kb Hlisina for taking the
gestuie 1o reselve the pre-

See Page 12 Col 6
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_and acceptance of tl*u: con-

F re'pt of caretaker gov ernment

ni principle,

Earlier. on Mons jay night,
Begum. Zia had a weeting

See Page 17: Col 1

No more phone
call to PM,
says Zillur

By Reaz Ahmad
There would be no more

daltempt 'irom Awami

) to make any telephone
Pritne Minister Begum
Khaleds: Zia, pi General
Secreta ry Zillur said
yeslerciay.

Awami League chief

Sheilcth Hasina had up

Some youths reportedly
activists of Islami Chhatra
Shibir (1C5), hurled cocktails
and fired shots at a Jahangir-
nagar University (JU) bus
which was coming (o the city
io take teachers to the cam-
pus yesterday morning.

The attackers fired three

shots aiming at the driver
and hurled seven cocktails
damaging the bus, the driver
said. The driver and the con-
ductor swerved sharply and
the shots pierced the wind-
screen, the driver said.
There were no passengers in
the bus during the attack
near the Pangu hospital at

_ about 7 30 am

Challenged by the police

JU bus under pohce
escort attacked

By JU Correspondent

the atiackers (led the scene
immediately and none could
be arrested.

Police have been escorting |

the university's teachers’
buses since November 11
when the [CS activists star-
ted to attack the universily
buses to retaliate their failed
bid to capture the university
halis.

Bus services lor students
remained suspended since
then fearing attack by ICS
activists.

The 1CS activisis have
badly damaged all the eight
buses, one minibus and one
ambulance of the university
as part of their revenye after

See Page 12 Col &

Kha'.eda Zia on Sunday

and. talked over the curremt
pol.itical situation. During the
1f;-minute conversation, the
Prime Minister again re-
Jected the AL chief's plea for
agreeing, in principle, to the
concept ol caretaker gov-
vinent before any dialogue,

Talking to The Daily Star
Zillur, however. said that any
call from the Premier's side
to the Awami League chief
would always be welcome.

“If she (PM) changes her
mind and makes a phone call
to give us the good news that
she wishes to sit for a dia-
logue agreeing, in principle,
to the peoples' demand. we
will ¢ladly receive the mes-
sage  <.aid Zillur,

"Our leader s not going to

Seve Pdﬂt 12 Col 7

Raushan meets
Ershad

Begum Raushan Ershad
had a meeting with her alling
hushand at the Dhaka central

jail yesterday.

‘Il was there for about an
hour." she told BSS over
phone.

Begum Raushan Ershad
saidd. she found the former
president still very weak.”
the colour of Ershad's eyes as
well as body is still yellowish,
she added.

This was her second
meeting with Ershad since
he became afllicted with viral
hepatitis early this month.

He has still vomiting ten-
dency, Begum Raushan Er-
shad said adding that she in-
tended o see him again soon.

Although she did not seek
permission earlier. she was
allowed to see him as she ar-
rived at the jail gate accom-
panied by some Jatiya Party

 leaders includi former
minister Shafiqul G Swa-
prar



