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Biman flight to
Barisal from Dec 3
By Staff Correspondent

Biman Bangladesh Airlines

will start operating a weekly
flight to Barisal divisional
town from December 3 next.
Initially, Biman will operate a
regular onge-a-week flight on
every Sunday departing
Dhaka at 8:40 am and return-
ing to the capital at 10:20
am. The ong-way fare on this
route has been fixed at Tk
600 per passenger.

UK trade team
due in Ctg today
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Nov 27:

The 24-member British trade
team now visiting Bangladesh
is scheduled to arrive in
Chittagong tomorrow, official
sources sald. The trade mis-
sion headed by Peter Lee will
hold a meeting with mem-

bers of Chittagong Chamber
al 4 pm LOMOrTOW,

district yesterday. The in-
jured had been admitted dif-

ferent hospitals. The de-
ceased is Chaitanya Namasu-
dra, 50.

Bhola JP office
ransacked
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL. Nov 27: The |

Jatiya Party office at Tulatali
Bazar of Bhola has been ran-
sacked allegedly by some rul-
ing party activists last night.
Witnesses said the BNP ac-
tivists attacked the office
when thana JP workers were
in a At least seven
JP workers were injured in
the ineident.

47 drowned

in Haiti
PORT-AU-PRINCE. Nov
27: Forty-seven people drow-
ned when their boat capsized
a storm in the waters
near Port-De-Paix in meorth-
west Haiti over the weekend .

local radio reported today.
said AFP
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yesterday morning.

No death was reported ei-
ther by police, fire fighters or
Medical College Hospital
sources but some shop own-
ers suspected that there
might have been some casual-
ties as scores of workers
were trapped in the fire.

Till late last night, fire
fighters were continuing

their operation and were yet

to search the debris.
Army, BDR and hundreds
of were deployed

in the area to help the fire

of hundreds of and
onlookers. Twenty-eight

units of the Fire Service, the
total strength of the city and
of Narayanganj, were not
even enough to fight the in-

lost

By Staff Correspondent
Most of them rose from
the footpaths of the city to
own a shop inside the
Bangabazar, which became a
dream of late for any of the
city's thousands of vendors as
the market turned into an
extremely lucrative trade
centre.

With the devastating fire
taking its toll, many shop-
owners and workers cried
openly outside the bazar as all
their life's assets burnt to
ashes.

"l was once a sireet ven-
dor in the Gulistan area, now
everything that | had
accumulated over the years is
gone.” lamented Sohel, 28
who owned a small stall in
the market. He not only lost
goods worth roughly Taka

See Page 12 Col 4

Smoke billowing up from the

Life's labour
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By Staff Correspondent

ferno.

Originating from a yet un-
known source at around 7
am, the flames soon engulfed
the whole area, heavily con-
gested with at least 2,500
shops and stalls in the four
makeshift wood-tin struc-
tured markets there, near
Fulbaria, barely 20 feet away
from the headquarters of Fire
Service and Civil Defence.

The blaze rose up to 200
feet while the thick black
smoke could be seen from

“miles -away. - As L the news. .!ally estimated at

spread, lakhs of people from
different parts of the city
started into the area
posing another hazard for the
firefighters. This was the

43rd incident of fire in the
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DHAKA TUESDAY, NOVEMBEF

A devastating fire, the biggest in the city in recent times, destroyed the whole
area of Bangabazar, country's largest clothing market yesterday, causingan
estimated property damage of Taka 100 crore.

city during the current
month, according to Fire
Service sources.

The fire was somehow
tamed by noon.

At least ten people, were
injured in the blaze. Of them,
five — Abdus Sattar, 25, So-
laiman, 35, Masud Rana, 27,
Siraj. 25, Nurul Islam, a fire
fighter — were relgased after
first aid at the Dh Medieal
College Hospital, sources
there said.

The loss of goods was ini-

than of Taka 100 crore.
Leaders of the associations
shop owners in the four af-
fected markets in a joint
statement however claimed

See Page 12 Col 4
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Bangabazar gutted

PM visits spol
Fire Service
chief
suspended
Acting Director General of -

Fire Service and Civil De-
lence Major E M Kaikobad

has Dbeen suspended on
charge of negligence in duty,
officials said, report agencies.

The suspension order was
issued shortly after Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
yesterday ordered the Home
Ministry to suspend him for
neghigence of duty in extin-

Hawkers' Market.

She also directed the au-
thorities concerned to pro-
vide easy-term bank loan
immediately to the affected

See Page 12 Col 1
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Election schedule

The Election Commission
(EC) is preferring to delay
announcing the schedule for
the general elections to en-

1 able the major political par-

ties to come to an under-
standing.

The move was prompted
by Sunday's telephone con-
versation between Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
and AL Chief Sheikh Hasina,
said an EC official.

- "The EC authorities are
willing to see the results of
the two top leaders’ latest
move to resolve the political
crisis before announcing the
election schedule, although a
tentative date has been fi-
nalised,” the official said
adding that January 9 was

‘1 being considered as a possi-

ble date.

EC likely to wait
few more days

By Nazmul Ashraf

Asked about the an-
nouncement of the election
schedule, the Chief Election
Commissjoner [CEC) Justice
A K M Sadek told The Daily
Star last night, "Watch (for
the date). We won't take
much time since February 22
is the deadline (to complete
the polls} ... We're planning
to conduct the elections be-
fore the Ramadan (that be-
gins on January 21 or 22)."

The CEC, however. de-
clined to comment on the
proposed date of January 9
for the next pgeneral elec-
tions.

Asked if the delay for an-
nouncing the schedule was
for a compromise between
the ruling and the opposition
parties, Justice Sadek said,

Sec Page 12 Col 2

Most resigning MPs yet
- to return red passports

Only 65 of the 147 Oppo-
sition MPs who had resigned

bin December last have sur-

rendered their diplomatic
passports to date, according
to informed sources.

Awami League chief and
former Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament, Sheikh
Hasina, is among the former
Opposition MPs who have yet
to return their diplomatic
(red) passports to the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs for
cancellation, the sources re-
vealed.

The opposition MPs re-
signed en masse on Decem-
ber 28, 1994 after the failure
of talks with the ruling party

t ey groiahing . .the .fire . al 4 lawmakers -on  w—carstaleor-~ aheir-Setils-

government formula for
helding general elections.
The seats were subseguently
declared vacant on June 20,
last.

In addition. 49 of the MPs

Star Report

who had resigned are yet to

vacate the allotted accommo-

dations at the MP hostels,

All elected members of
parliament and their spouses
were issued with diplomatic

passports by the Ministry of |

Foreign Affairs as part of
special privileges accorded to
MPs.

According to a high official
at the Parliament Secretariat,
letters requesting the sur-
render of diplomatic pass-
ports and other privileges,
such as free travel passes is-
sued by the Secretariat and
accommodation at.the MP
hostels were sent out to the
opposition MPs as soon as

cant.
Simdlar letters are in the

process of being prepared for
the ruling party MPs, whose

seats have fallen vacant fol-
See Page 12 Col 8

Drilling for Barapukuria

The Barapukuria Coal

| Mine Company is going to

drill "freeze holes” to sink
two shafts through which
coal will be extracted and
mine workers will enter and
come out of the mine.

Construction of "rig foun-
dation." the initial surface
base work for drilling “freeze
holes" has started. Drilling
work for the holes will begin
next month, a high official of
the Petrobangla told this cor-
respondent. Some imported
equipment for the drilling
has already reached the port,
he said.

Shaft-sinking is a major
lask in developing any un-
derground mine like the
Barapukuria Coal Mine and it

coal from next month

By Govinda Shil

requires most sophisticated
technology, the official shid.
During the sinking pro-
cess, the un water
table where the shafts would
be constructed, will be frozen
so that inundation of water
into the mine can be
checked and valuable equip-
ment kept safe, he added.
The shaft-sinking would
require at least two years and
would cost not less than Tk
200 crore. "If we can pro-
ceed properly, we expect the
shafts would be constructed
by the end of 1998." the
Pet official said.
Full-swing commercial ex-
traction of coal might be
started by the year 2000.

See Page 12 Col 6
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US Ambassador David N
Merrill called on Prime Min- .
ister Begum Khaleda Zia at
her Tejgaon office yesterday
and conferred with her for .
over an hour, reports UNB.

Diplomatic sources said
the ambassador had lengthy
talks with the Prime Minister
on the current political cri-
sis.

The meeting between
Merrill and Begum Zia is
seen as very significant
against the backdrop of fast-
changing political scenario.

The American envoy had
also met Awami League Pres-
ident Sheikh Hasina on
November 23, a day before
the parliament was dissolved.

The sources said Western
diplomats were eager to see
an end to the 20-month-old
government-opposition
standoff over the caretaker
government issue through
participation of all political
parties in the upcoming hus-

tings.
Opposition urges
PM to resign

Leaders of the mainstream
opposition yesterday urged
Prime Minister Begum Kha+
leda Zia to resign and hand-
over power to a neutral
caretaker government to
conduct the next parliamen-
tary polls, reports UNB.

The call came from a
meeting of the strategists of
the Awami League, Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami
held last night at the' resi-
dence of Awami League pre-
sidium member Abdus Samad
Azad, sources close to the
meeting said.

The meeting called upon
the government to accept the
opposition ,demand for a
caretaker government avoid-
ing any confrontation.

It said the Oppeosition

Mﬁinﬁﬁ%m fﬂ#‘ M
under a party ggve ent

and decided to laumnch con-
tinuous agitation from De-
cember 7 with road, rail and

walerways blockade.
 See Page 12 Col 8

48-hr barricade
by jute, textile

workers Dec 6
By Staff Correspondent

The workers and employ-
ees of the privately-owned
jute and textile mills will en-
force a 48-hour rail-road bar-
ricade from December 6 to
press their demands includ-
ing implementation of Wage
Commission Award,

Abul Bashar, convener of

" Action Committee of Jute and

Textile Mills Workers and
Employees, announced the
programme at a press con-
ference yesterday.
The workers would also
demonstrations, rallies
and processions throughout
the country on December 5,
he said.
Their demands also in-
clude reopening of the closed

See Page 12 Col 7
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From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Nov 27
Two persons were killed and
another was injured seriously
when a mob beat them up
suspecting them to be child
lifters at Dharmaganj in Fatul-
lah thana here today.

The dead persons were
identified as Abdur Rashid.
45, car driver and Akhter
Hussain, 36, housekeeper of

l

Solaiman Haider., an indus-
Sec Page 12 Col |

15 years in jail

without trial
By Staff Correspondent

An elderly mother of a
man, who has been put be
hind bars for 15 years with
out trial, has at last soughi
assistance of a legal aid orga
nization to free her sen

. son of late Hatem
Ali and Zarina Be-
gum of Kukrail in Madaripur
town, is serving imprison
ment since September 12
1981.

Shahbuddin. a brother of
Sarwar, was murdered on
November 21 in 1980 and

See Page 12 Col |

_ tain political unrest,” said the

- DSE
 from a mere 260 million US

DSE market cap

italisation

grows 5 times in 5 years

The Dhaka Stock Ex-
change (DSE) remained vi-
brant and maintained
growth in trading and market

| capitalisation despite all po-
| litical uncertainties during

the last four w
[ This was at a

seminar on [nvestment Po-
tentials in the Capital Market
of Bangladesh’ hiere yesterday
organised to se the
visiting British team of
the capital market In

"The DSE has proved to
to sus-

keynote paper om capital
market vis a vis political
uncertainties presented at
the seminar

Market capitalization of
increased five times

dollars to 1.400 million del-
lars in the last four and a half
years sustaining different
phases of pelitical uncer-
tainty in the country. it was
revealed in the seminar.

"The steadiness of the
DSE index is probably the
proof of market confidence
in the economic fundamen
tals of the country as a
whole.  the paper presented
by Abdul Muhith FCA said

By Staff Correspondent

The seminar was organ-
ised by the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) at its auditortum.

"As a general rule, political
uncertainty adversely affect
stock market around the
world but it did not happen
in Bangladesh.” he said at the
seminar presided over by
Chairman of the Securities
and Exchange Commission
Sultan-uz-Zaman Khan and
addressed by among others
President of the DCCI Rashed
Maksud Khan and leader of

Biman starts
Ctg-ME direct
flights tomorrow

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG Nov 27: All
preparations are aloot 10
formally open direct air link
between Chittagong and the
Middle Eastern rcountries
from November 29. official
sources said

A DC-10 Bangladesh Bi
man flight carrying 244 pas
sengers from Dubai and Doha
of Qatar is scheduled to land
at Chittagong airport at 10:25
am on November 29 to mark

See Page 12 Col 3

Lthe British delegation Peter
Lee. ~

"All the major political
parties in the country are
now committed to market
economy,” Muhit noted.
"Therefore, no significant
change in the economic di-
rection of the country is ex-
pected even if there is any
change of government in the
near future.”

Giving a brief statement
on the capital market of the
country he said although a
second Stock Exchange has
started in Chittagong. DSE is
the main trading point of
shares and securities

Abdul Muhith of Banko
Trans World Bangladesh Lim-
ited, a security and Invest-
ment company. attributed
the cause of the increase of
the market capitalization to
the result of a combination of

strong growth in earnings. a

growing flow of ‘'new money
into the market from new is-

sues and right issues by exist-
ing companies and a signifi-
cant re rating in general of
the Bangladeshi securities
from a Price Earning Ratio
(PER) point of view.

Rashed Maksud Khan
urged foreigners and non-

See Page 12 Col 3

Businessmen to
float political
party soon

Some business barons
have finalised steps to enter
into politics, floating a party
of their own shortly, reports
LUNB.

The new party is to be
headed by Salman F Rahman,
President of the Federation
of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI). The FBCCI chief is
bent on running in the com-
ing electoral fray.

The intention of Salman,
who made no secret of his
political ambition. were rein-
forced when he had an hour-
long discussion with Chief

See Page 12 Col 7

Imam sacked for
fatwa, asked to
quit village
By Staff Correspondent

An Imam of a mosque,
who had pronounced a falwa
against women at Mirertek
village under Pathalia union
in Savar thana, has been fired
from his position and aslked
to leave the village immedi-
ately.

The decision was taken at
a Salish (local court] com-
prising representatives of
different women's organisa-
tions, the Thana Nirbahi OfM-

See Page 12 Col 8

In the name of Allah, the merciful

LONG LIVE

Long Live Shaheed Zia

BANGLADESH
Long Live Khaleda Zia

Under The Joint

Auspices of Santhia, 1
Bera thana And
Poura BNP

Venue : Santhia Football Ground, Pabna
Date : Wednesday, 29, November 95

Time
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Chiet Guest:

The Hon'ble Prime Minister Of The Peoplé's
Republic of Bangladesh & Chairperson, BNP




