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A Lenely Battle
In Assam
Column : Between
The Lines
by Kuldip Nayar
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International

Aliens without visas
barred from entering
[slamabad

Chandrika reiterates
call to end Tamil
separatist war
Page 8
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Business

NO DA '?31

PM addresses

The BNP government is
likely to seek immediate dis-
solution of the fifth Jatiya
Sangsad in view of the nega-
tive response from the Oppo-
sition to the Prime Minister's
call to help form an interim
national government for
holding the general elec-
tions, according to highly-
placed sources in the ruling

The BNP may opt for early
general elections, preferably
in mid-January, if its last-
minute bids for a negotiated
settlement with the Opposi-
tion over the caretaker gov-
ernment issue through the

By Staff Correspondent

by-poll process fails. the
sources indicated.

Meanwhile, Prime Minis-
ter Begum Khaleda Zia is
scheduled to address the na-
tion over radio and television
at 7pm today.

The Prime Minister's ad-
dress is being seen as highly
significant at this stage of the
political developments.

BNP policy-planners
were busy yesterday finalising
the party stand in the light of
the Opposition response to
the PM's latest offer for re-
solving the persisting politi-
cal impasse, a top party
leader said, requesting

nation today

JS may be dissolved

anonymity.

Meanwhile, Lhe Acting
secretary general of the BNP
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan told
journalists yesterday evening
that the PM would request
the President to dissolve the
Parliament if the opposition
parties did not contest the
by-polls to help form the
proposed interim national
government.

Replying to a question, he

said that after the dissolution .

of the Parliament his party
would continue in power and
hold the next general elec-
tions. He also assured of tak-

See Page 8 Col 1

Cyclonic storm
intensifies

The cyclonic storm over
southeast Bay and adjacent
southwest bay moved north-
| westwards and Iintensified
into a severe cyclonic storm
over the area, reports UNB.

It was centred at 9 pm
yesterday about 1,330 km
southwest of Chittagong port |
and 1,260 km southwest of
Khulna town.

A Met office special bul-
letin said the storm is likely
to intensify further and move
in a northwesterly direction.

Maximum sustained wind
within 64 kilometres of the
cyclone centre is about 100
kph.

Maritime ports Chit-
tagong, Cox's Bazar and
Mongla have been advised to
keep hoisted distant warning
signal number two.

Sée Page 8 Col 7

Bangladesh to get Tk
213 cr credit from IDA
Page 6

DSE MARKET

CSE MARKET
| CSE price index #18.75 (-0.74%)
Market capital Tk 2097 er
Transactions in volume 1378
Transactions in value Tk 210 lakh

Weekend
Magazine

My son Munier; Ben-
gali as a vehicle of abs-
tract thought; Ger-
many: Some experien-
ces; The crisis of gove-
rnance in South Asia;
Asian Dairy; Travels
and Tourism; Living; i
Teehs and TWenties |

and Rising Stars I_

Pages 9-16

Metropolitan §

467 technical flaws
in Rauzan power

plant identified

By Sharier Khan and RM Titumir

The newly-built 210-MW
power plant at Rauzan was

| found to have 467 technical
. flaws and it is likely to con-
. tinue tripping for the rest of

its life, according to a critical
analysis included in the
Power System Master Plan
(PSMPF).

The PSMP, finalised re-

| .cently, identified the location

of the plant as "far from
ideal” and noted there was no
remedy to the plant's major
flaws.

While the construction of
the second unit of the Rauzan
power plant was started ear-
lier this year by the same
Chinese builders of the first
phase, the PSMP cautions

Labout the repetition of the

same flaws, The plan warned
against setling up any more

| units at the faulty site.

The first plant was built by
the China National Machinery

and Equipment Import and

| Export Corporation (CMEC)

under a turn-key project at a
cost of Tk 552 crore and was

commissioned in March
1993. Since then, the plant
has tripped more than 50
times due to technical flaws.

Yet when asked by the
press on different occasions
recently, the Energy Minister
and the PDB authorities
praised the performance of
the Rauzan plant as "very sat-
isfactory,” adding that the
plant had rarely malfunc-
tioned in the last one year.

The plant, however,
tripped several times in the
recent months causing a
shortfall in the country's total
power supply.

Despite protests from
engineers’' of the Power De-
velopment Board (PDB). the
governinent signed a second
contract with the CMEC ear
lier this year for the con-
struction of the second unit.
The CMEC agreed to improve
the designs of the second
plant and placed 55 design
drawing packets before the
Directorate of Design for ap-

See Page 8 Col 4

Dhaka Day hy Day ‘

Y
Growing Popularity of
Band Music
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CECcallson
President
The Chiel Election Com-

missioner (CEC) Justice AKM |
Sadeque called on President

i
NEWS BRIEFS

JP activists go
on rampage,
damage many
cars 1n cCity

By Staff Correspondent

Activists of Jatiya Party
and its student wing Jatiya
Chhatra Samaj damaged
around two dozen cars and
auto-rickshaws in Motijheel
area of the city yesterday
evening.

Activists of the JP and the

' Chhatra Samaj brought out a

torch procession from in
front of the Jatiya Press Club
to drum up support for their
proposed half-day hartal to-
morrow and proceeded to-
wards Motijheel. Near the
Dainik Bangla intersection,
the processionists suddenly
became violent and started
peiting bricks and stones and
used bamboo sticks of their
torches to damage the cars

passing by, witnesses said.

The Rrocessionists alse | .:

damaged hree auto-rick
shaws and set fire to those in
front of the Hawkers Samity
office. The fire was later
doused by people there.

Later. the activists spread
out towards Motijheel where
théey badly damaged several
cars.

Jat:yn Plrl.}' activists dlmlg:ed some cars at Mntuhe&l in the city j"'EH'LETdd}’ pmt.t,ltm:

announcement of the by-polls schedule.

-_—

Abdur Rahman Biswas at
Bangabhaban yesterday. Elec-
tion Commissioner Justice
Md. Abdul Jalil accompanied
him. They stayed with the
President for some time and
hriefed him on matters relat-
img to elections, an official
handout said. reports BSS

AL rally in

The Awami League will
hold a rally today at Panthap-
ath in the city to force the
government to dissolve par- |
liament and hold elections
under a non-party caretaker
administration. Awami League
President Sheikh Hasina will |
address the rally in the alter-
noon. reports UNB.

Teenaged girl
kidnapped in city

A leenaged girl was kid
napped at gun point from her
residence at Mirpur in the |
city on Wednesday night. Po- |
lice said, a group of about
eight miscreants in a mi-
crobus entered the house of |
Diruba Jahan Mukul, 14,
daughter of late Mohammad
Sharifullah, at about 10:45
pm and forcibly took her |
away, reports UNH l

DU postpones
exams

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University au- |
thorities have postponed all
examinations scheduled for
tomorrow due to unavoidable I
reasons

e e S e -

Jaffna totally cut-oﬁ',
may fall by Sunday

COLOMBO. Nov 13: The
Sri Lankan army has cut off
the rebel-held Jaffna town
compiletely. leaving no way
f[or an estimated 2,000
guerillas holed up there to

“We have effectively cut off
Jafina town from the rest of
the peninsula.,® Brigadier

. Sarath Munasinghe told a
' news conference

“Tigers are trapped in the
town. They have to jump into

the sea. bite cyanide or sur

render.” Munasinghe said of
the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), who
usually carry a cyanide cap

sule to avoid getting caught
alive.

He said troops had ad-
vanced further south from
Nallur on the Jafina city lim
its into Ariyalai east and
Colombuthural completing

| their south-bound marech to

the bottom of the Valtkamam
division

Munasinghe said lroops
had kililed at least 100 rebels
in heavy fighting on Wednes-
day and wounded more than
250. Seventeen soldiers were
also killed. while five officers
and 88 soidiers were woun
ded.

The capture of the Jafina
Kandy highway. a supply lile
line for Jafflna and a ban on
travel across the Jaffna la

goon, a waterway used by
civillans and Tamil Tiger
rebeis to reach the mainland,
had also helped tighten the
army's grip on the rebel capi-
tal. he said.

Defence analysts said any
rebels remaining in Jaffna
town would be cut off once
the army reaches the coast
and blocks the highway and
other roads to Chavaka
chcheri, further east.

The final battle for Jafina
is being waged by elite com-
mandos who took over from
regular soidiers last Monday

Some officials have said
Jafflna, now surrounded by

See Page 8 Col 8
British trade
team due today

A British Trade Mission.
the second in a year. arrives

the city today on a week-
long visit, reports UNB.

British businesses are ea
ger to expand non-aid trade
relationship with Bangladesh
in view of the Dhaka's switch
over to private sector led
economic policy. sources in
the diplomatic and business
circles believe

According to British High
Commussion sources the mis
sion will be essentially a {act
finding Lrip

Bangladesh is the second

See Page B Col 2
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resisted: Hasina

Sheikh Hasina yesterday
sald the people would resist
at any cost the attempt to
hold by-elections and force
the government to resign giv-
ing national elections under a
caretaker administration, re-
ports UNB.

"There is no a]ternattu to
a caretaker government for
ensuring a free and fair elec-
tion," the opposition leader
sald threatening that rail-
road-air traffic and port activ-
ities would be shut doWwn
from December 7 and the
decisive movement would
continue until the demand is
met.

The Awami League Presi-

dent asked the government
to
hold by-elections, otherwise
the responsibility of any un-

pleasant situation would be

give up the attempt to

committee of the party at Bangabandhu Avenue office yesterday.
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By-elections will be

pinned on it.

When the demand for
holding elections under a
neutral caretaker govern-
ment has turned into a na- -
tional demand, at that time
the drama of by-elections
cannot be acceptable to the
nation, she said addressing
an extended meeting of City
Awami League at party's cen-
tral office in the city.

She also flayed the Elec-
tion Commission, saying "the
subservient and biased Elec-
tion Commission is trying to
give a bluff to the nation by
announcing the schedule for
by-elections”,

Branding the government
as autocratic, the Awami
League chief said: "By taking
the initiative of by-elections
Khaleda Zia again proved

See Page 8 Col 6
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A moderate crisis in the
supply of urea, triple super
phosphate (TSP) and single
super phosphate (SSP) has
struck the market and may
take an acute form if proper
| measures are not taken im-
mediately. sources con-
| cemed said.
| Bangladesh Fertiliser As-
sociation (BFA) sources said
TSP is being sold at prices
from Tk 650 to Tk 700 per
50-kg bag at the farmers’
level while its mill-gate price
is around Tk 350. Urea is
now sold at Tk 230 to 240
per 50-kg bag in the eastern
region and at Tk 250 to 270
in the northern region of the
country, The mill-gate price

By Govinda Shil

is Tk 186.25 per bag.

The sources said that the
govermnunent was now prepar-
ing a freshlist of probable
dealers that would be fi-
nalised before the next peak
season, towards the end of
December.

"We are not getting TSP
and even SS5P from the Chit-
tagong factory,” said a BFA
member. He alleged that the
authorities concerned were
not supplying fertiliser ac-
cording to the BCIC provi-
sions. The six urea factories
are supplying 3.000 tonnes ol
urea per day instead of 6,000
tonnes.

BCIC sources, however
said that the government had

Fertiliser crisis moderate

ordered the Chtttngong TSP
factory not to sell TSP and
SSP now. The lone TSP fac-
tory of the country has a pro-
duction capacity of 30.000
tonnes of TSP and 1,20,000

tonnes of SSP. The sources

said that they were not deliv-
ering urea at a rate of 6000
tonnes per day because the
season was lean, The demand
for urea in the country is
1900000 tonnes approxi-
mately. BCIC factories pro-
duced 7.96.733 tonnes till
November 20, since July 1.
The country has a demand
for 550,000 tonnes of SSP
and 75,000 tonnes of TSP.
Most of the demand is met

See Page 8 Col 7

" Children of govt
" employees to get
stipend for edn
from this yr: PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday urged

the government employees to

carry out their respective re-
sponsibilities for overall de-
velopment of the country,
reports UNB. - .

"As public servant, the
government employees have
a greater responsibility for
national development ...", Be-
gum Zia said at the 15th na-
tional conference of the
Bangladesh 4th Class Gov-
ernment Employees’ Associa-
tion at the Motijheel Boys'
High School premises.

Begum Zia said despite re-
source constraints the gov-
ernment has provided a new
national pay-scale for the
government officials and em-
ployees.

It further raised 10 per
cent of their salary in 1994
and set up a trust board for
the employees. Moreover, the
government assistance for an
ailing employee has been
doubled to the tune of his
four months' salary.

See Page 8 Col 3
General elections

EC instruction
for balanced
publicity

The Chiel Election Com-
missioner yesterday in-
structed the quarters con-
provide just and
balanced publicity to the po-
litical parties taking part in

the general elections, reports

BSS.
He was discussing at his

' office the formulation of the

guidelines for publicity of the
political parties in the state-
controlled media.

The officials who took part
In the meeting, pledged to go
hj" the. decisions of the Chief
Election Commissioner in
| this matter with a view'to en-
surlng free and fair elections
ir.t the country.

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Justice AKM Sadeque

See Page 8 Col 5

Jubo League
leader shot dead
in Khulna

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 23: A local
Jubo League leader was shot
dead by some unidentified
persons near Rupsha Ferry
Ghat here this evening.

The victim was identified
as Al r Hussain, 25, sen
of Abdul Hai of East Rupsha
under Rupsha thana. Alamgir
sustained bullet wounds in
his face and died on the way
to Khulna General Hospital.

District unit of the Awami
League-backed Jubo League
blamed pro-BNP Jubo Dal for
the killing.

The body was sent to thHe
General Hospital for autopsy.
However, no case was regis-
tered till filing of this report
late tonight.

Ctg city to have
47000 digital
phone lines

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG., Nov 23
Chittagong will have 47 000
digital telephone lines by the
end of 1997, official sources

said.
The authorities took the
plan to install the lines

against the backdrop of a
growing demand of tele-
phones here and a French
company has already started
work on two projects.

Of the total, 37,000 con-
nections are |ikely to be

| completed by the middle of
| next year.

The rest 10.000
lines are supposed to be
given later under a separate
project, sources said.

In addition to providing
[resh connections to the
people here, all analogue
telephone lines would also be
brought under digital system.

' sources added

So far 14,000 digital con-
nections were given in the
port city and the outdated 20
exchange at Nandankanan
was replaced by digital sys
tem

All 20 and 25 telephone
numbers had been converted
into digital numbers [rom
December. 1994. according
o officials. The rest of the

\ connections will be given in

Al present there are over

See Page B Col 6

WASHINGTON. Nov 23:
The United Nations lifted
sanctions, rewarding the
Balkan factions for signing a
peace accord. while Presi-
dent Bill Clinton prepared to
sell America on his plan for
US soldiers to monitor the
accord, reports AFP.

The UN Security Council,
a day after an agreement to
end 43 months of war in
Bosnia, voted Wednesday to
suspended economic sanc-
tions against Serbia and ap-
proved a phased Mfting of the
arms embargo against the
former Yugoslavia.

Economic sanctions had

Bid to snatch
accused killer:

Police SI shot

By DMCH Correspondent

A sub inspector (SI) ol
police of Demra thana was
shot by some miscreants who
tried to snatch an alleged
killer arrested by him from
Shekhdi area under the thana
yesterday evening
: The SI. Badrul Alam
Talukder (45), received bul
| let injuries in his chest and
abdomen and was admitied
| to the Dhaka 1rdirul College
Hospital (DMC

See Fage B (Col 6

UN Ilifts sanctions
on Yugoslavia

been slapped on the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia
aixl Montenegro} in retribu-
tion for its key role in the
Balkans conflict, a four-year
arms embargo was placed on
the entire former Yugoslavia
but hit Bosnia the hardest

The Security Council reso-
lutions were the expected
follow-up te an agreement
reached in Dayton, Ohio, by
Serbian president Slobodan
Milosevic, Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina president Alija |zetbe-
govic and Franjo Tudjman,
the Croatian president
following US-brokered talks.

"This is the first concrete
way of translating what hap-
pened at Dayton.” US ambas-
sador Madeleine Albright told
journalists.

"By lifting the arms em-
bargo and suspending eco
nomic sanctions we have
kick started that long jour-

ney... the long road towards
peace.” she added.
The decision to [lift

weapons restrictions was met
with some reluctance by Eu
ropeans and Russians who
have made common cause
against the move and applied
conditions to the relaxing of
the measure

Russia abstained from the
resolution lifting the arms
embargo “"We are not In

See Page B Col 8
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