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Profile of a Mahalla

by Helal Kabir Chowdhury

A PROFILE usually ascertains a dimen-
sional aspect. At times it connotes more than
a narration and brings under its fold a perti-
nent analysis or description of an individual
issue. Profile also differs from mere narration
and depicts the assumption of broad

pPremises.
We are more accustomed with the term

‘profile’ in describing a human.

What | would emphasise to do is to pre-
sent before the readers the profile of a mid-
dle, lower-middle class locality of the capital
city popularly known these days as mahalla.
And it's a mahalla where | have been living for
the last 40 years.

When we came to this locality, known as
East Testuri Bazar (ETB) there was not a sin-
gle pucca bullding and the number of tin-
shed houses would not have exceeded more
than 17 or 18. If you visit the area now, the
size, magnitude and structure of the houses
would surely appears phenomenally changed.

Located at the heart of the metropolis,
ETB has some locational advantages. It is just
in the vicinity of Farm Gate, a central zone,
that solves the transportation needs of the
residents of the area. A big market like
Kawran Bazar to the south, serves the shop-
ping needs of not only ETB but also other
adjoining areas. Government Science College
and Holy Cross College to the north caters to
the needs of a large number of students of
the city including that of the local boys and
girls. A girls' school, boys' school and a girls'
college are located inside the periphery of
the locality. There is a madrasa, an orphanage
and two mosques located in the adjacent ar-
eas. These prove that the locality is endowed
with facilities not to be compared with many
other areas of the metropolis. ,

The existence of a Film Studio has just
added some grace and also discomfort to
ETB. Interestingly enough, till now there has
not been any kind of acrimony between the
studio owners and the local people. Another
reckoning factor is a cement and hardware
arat (warehouse) in the heart of the mahalla.
The owners are mostly outsiders with a few
exceptions. The arat had been causing suf-
ferings to the residents in so far as the trucks
carrying their goods normally are parked on
the road. It naturally poses a threat to the
safe passage of the people. Moves had been
taken to contain the movement of these ve-

hicles at local level but of no avail. Jamming
of traffic in this major road caused by the
arat's trucks is a perpetual crisis. But it now
has become an established fact that this
problem will never be overcome if the arat is
not shifted elsewhere.

What about the law and order situation and
the goons? No, there are no infamous mas-
tans here. There were, however, sporadic
incidents of muggings but according to un-
confirmed sources mahalla boys were not in-
volved in these incidents. Will you believe
that there has not been a single instance of
major robbery since | started living here 40
years ago? Eve-teasing now-a-days is quite
common everywhere in the city but it is in-
significant in ETB compared to other areas.

There are two clubs for the youngsters and
a samity for the elders. Club boys engage
themselves in social and cultural activities
and the samity looks after the problems and
well-being of the area.

The older generation or the locality in- |}

clude professionals like doctors, engineers,
BCS officers, bankers. company executives
etc. And the girls are mostly well married off.
A God-blessed mahalla indeed!

The locality is devoid of hectic political
activities. There are followers of both the two
large parties. The elder citizens are quite
nonchalant about their participation in local
or national politics. No local units of political
parties exist significantly. Local youngsters
who may have some affiliations with any ma-
jor party do not indulge in any squabble.

This mahalla’s foremost problem is the
acute crisis of drinking water. Residents are
hardly getting any water. This was brought to
the notice of the WASA many times but of no
avail. The people even ‘gheraoced’ the WASA
building once but that too did not solve the
problem. The local MP who is also a state-
minister intervened and took special interest
in the issue but even that did not lead to any
solution.

Well, we live with problems, and with

pleasure. And both of these | feel living in my
mahalla. Of course, often I wonder what can
be a profile of an "ideal” or "model” mahalla
in this metropolis of mismanagement? Can |
as well as other residents derive some
lessons/examples to make ETB an ‘ideal
one?
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- A. Personnel

qualification and experience.

Financial Institution.

M.A.

for managerial personnel.

Career Opportunity

A specialised financing company mlh nwlunalmnll cdllhorltm is looking for :

“years u;hﬁﬂ*m tﬂ&klxofAudit and/or Accounts .
preferably with.a Financial Institution.

Qualification : Chartered Accountant /ICMA/ MBA / Masters in Accounting
or Finance is preferable and computer literacy would be

an added advantage.
The position and remuneration will depend on the combination of

. Personnel having 2-3 years expericnce in the ficld of Audit, Accounts, Loan
documentation, Monitoring/Follow-up and appraisal, preferably with a

Qualification : Chartered Accountant
( Economics)
Computer literacy would be an added advantage.

Experience may be relaxed in case of applicants having good academic
record. The selected candidates will join as officers which is the entry level

If you meet the required qualification and are ready to take up the challenge

of building your career in specialised financing, you may forward your C.V.
and a recent passport size photograph to G.P.O. Box No. 3160, Dhaka latest
by Nevember 30, 1995. All applications shall be treated confidentially.

IS

(Inter) / ICMA / MBA / M.Com /
have atleast two first class/grade. |

CCF.
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The Haugtadesh Hed Crescent Sumety brnught nut a

colourful rally in the city yesterday.

Obltual y

By Staff Correspondent

Journalist Lutfor Rahman,
a former director of Press In-
stitute of Bangladesh. died
Tuesday night. He was 63. He
le:ft behind two sons.

He worked in different
newspapers in the country.
In his long career he worked
itn The Bangladesh Observer,

‘Dainik Bangla and Sangbad.

He .was suffering from

heart-ailment for a long time.
tichwwant of the de-*

. ceased will be held at his res-

** The qu

idence at House 44, Section
12, Block A, Road 7. Mirpur
afler Asr prayers tOmMoOIrTow.
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Rabeya Rahman, wife of M
Siddigur Rahman, Director
(Planning & Implementa-
tion), BCIC, died of viral hep-
atities in the city yesterday.
She was 53, says a press re-
lease.

She left behind her hus-
band, two sons and a daugh-
ler

Her gulkhwani will be
held tomorrow after Asr
prayers at 462 Monipur
(south).
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Charity fashion
show in city

By Staff Correspondent

A charity fashion gala fea-
turing casual and formal wear
by LG Fashion of Korea and
local designer Runa Khan was
organised Tuesday by the
Embassy of the Republic of
Korea in Dhaka.

Western-style ladies and
men's wear from the sum-
mer, winter and spring col-
lection of LG Fashion, and
salwar-kameez and panjabis
designed by Runa Khan were
presented by local models,
who paraded on a makeshift
catwalk in the garden of the
Gulshan residence of the
South Korean ambassador.

The show was sponsored
by LG Fashion, a leading Ko-
rean business firm. It was co-
ordinated by Runa Khan and
choreographed by Band-

T'hc displayed outfits were
put on sale after the show. All

procecdings will be given to

local charities. Madame Jong
Kyou Byun, wife of the Korean
ambassador, said in her
opening remarks.

CA exams begin'
Nov 25

The CA intermediate and
final examinations '95 will
begin on November 25 at
both Dhaka and Chittagong
centres as announced earlier,
says a press release.

However, due to unavoid-
able circumstances only Sat-
urday's examinations will be-
gin from 2:30 pm, instead of
2 pm.
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Dry weather forecast

Weather is likely to remain mainly dry across the
country in the next 12 hours till 6 pm today, reports UNB.
Met Office says nighf temperature may remain nearly

unchanged over the country.

In its outlook for subsequent two days Met Office
predicted that weather is likely to deteriorate. Giving
extended outlook for another five days weathermen

forecast little change.

The sun set today at 5 11 pm and rises tomorrow at

6:19 am.

GRAND OPENING

\__Il were!

Saptagram announces the opening of its sales centre
on Friday, November 24th from 3 pm to 8 pm at Plot 60,
Kamal Ataturk Ave, Banani, Dhaka. Its introductory
collection “The Best of Bangladesh's Looms"” combines
high quality with competitive prices.

The centre will focus on the exclusive promotion of
pure silk and other handloom products, embroidered and
printed by rural women and traditional weavers.

Regular opening hours will be from 10 am to 8 pm
seven days a week. You are cordially invited to visit us
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New body

formed

A new  body styled:
'‘Bangladesh Shishu-Kishor
Grontho Prokashena Forum'
has been formed in the city
recently, says a press release.

GODSPEED

TWO GOOD FRIENDS
DR EKRAM HOSSAIN
AND

DHAKA CLUB

Attn: Garment

Exporters

Quota in US Category 3517651 .
avaﬂatfie on loan for export in
1995 returnable in 1996.

Please contact:

Mr. Alam or Mr. Hafiz

Tel: 329717 /317801 S5-571

ROAD-9/A, HOUSE-42, DHANMONDI R/A, D _ KA

TEL: 819956, FAX: 880-2-819956
(>a ﬂ:mﬂmm-nﬁmﬁﬁm o1 HAY)

= From Play Group to Standard V Leading to
G.C.E. 'O’ & 'A’' Level under University of London

Total No. of Seats per Class: 25 ®Last Date of Admisswn.: 14th Dec. '95

PRINCIPLES OF STAMFORD SCHOOL PROGRAMME

FOR YOUR CHILDREN:® Ensure that the developmental needs of all children
are considered ® Ensure that there is intellectual challenge @ Ensure that there
is provision for the most and least able ® Monitor the development of each child
® See that there arﬁ ag rtunmes for all @ Ensure that there is provision
for social and mora
FOR THE CURRICULUH. -Anlculate the curriculum philosophy of the school.
® Ensure that the standard curriculum is implemented and that rational
education is provided @See that cross-curricular themes and dimensions are

provided. @ Maintain oversight of continuity and coherence. @ Encourage
curriculum development.

FOR BEHAVIOUR AND SOCIAL EDUCATION: e Establish a philmophy of
care ®Establish & maintain acceptable behaviour pa‘-lﬂrnl-Enlurl provision

for personal and social education @ Establish and maintain a record-keeping
system.

WE BRING OUT THE BEST IN Y()U

BANQUE INDOSUEZ

Our valued customers and business associates are
requested kindly to note the following changes of
telephone numbers of our Main Office at 47, Motijheel
C/A, Dhaka-1000 with effect from 23rd November, 1995 :

New No.

9561836
9566572
9561838
9566566

9566567

Ministry of Education
Gowt. of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

No. Sec 13/2-7(UK)96/Edn Dated : 21 Nov. 1995
Programme for Interviewing Candidates for

Commonwealth Scholarships (1996-97)
. . _ S00AM
Architecture/Urban & Regional Planning
'_Eh_i}nmﬁpplud Cht.l;n_u‘tr;rf-ﬂrqh Ei{l—rm;l;rﬂ_ _Sml_.
Science/Mechanical/Chemical/industrial Metallurgical &

Euntngyrﬂntmmentrv Business Admn. Hlnlg-
|_mentMarketing/CiviiWater Resowrces & Agn. Engineering | =~
Electrical Engg/Textile Technology' Leather Techno- io-qyr |

| English/Oriental Stucigs Public Admn /L ngusstics ;
Physics/Bio-Chemistry/Micro-Biclogy/Pharmacy/ Marine |
| Scence/Mutrition & Food Science

Political Science/Law/Journa
'Imnu'intumllmnil Relations/ Geol-

+mﬁmmr S

| StatisticaMedical Science

" Animal Husbandry/Vet Science Computer Science/ Appled
| Physics & Electronics/Economics/Agr. Economics, |
Agriculture/Agri. Soill Science/Agri Extension/ Gene-tics & |

051285
Tuesday Plant Breeding/ Horticulture/Agronomy/ Philosophy/ |
Psychology/Mistory/Iskamic History! Archaeology/Fine Ants. |
Interview Cards are being issued 1o the candidates found eligible by the University Grnrﬂs Commission. For
any query please contact Mr Shahwdullah, Secretary, University Grants Commission. Phone - 811331 (or his
Deputy Director Mr. Md. Ibrahim Khali)

DFP-29266-22/11
G-1760

Md. Akram Hussain
Sr. Asstt. Secreta




