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NEWS BRIEFS

PM's mass contact
tour Nov 26

BNP Chairperson and
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will undertake a
mass contact tour from
Dhaka to Chittagong by a spe-
cial train on November 26.
Acting Secretary General of
the BNP and Minister for
Food and Agriculture Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan in a state-
ment has requested con
cerned local committees of
the BNP and its front organi-
sattons and MPs belonging to
the party to take prepara
tions for public meetings at
the stations on way f(rom
Dhaka to Chittagong mfike
those a success, reports BSS

FFs' grand rally
on Nov 29

By Staff Correspondent

The Muktijoddha Sangsad
Central Command Counefl
will hold & grand rally in the
city on November 29, says a
press release To drum up
support for the programme.
the Sangsad leaders yester-
day exchanged views with a
group of intellectuals

175 more Rohingyas |

repatriated

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR. Nov 22: A |
175 Rohingya |

group of
refugees of 30 families re
tyrned to Myanmar today
With this a total of 1.94,800
Rohingya refugees have been
repatriated. Another 56 thou-
sand 77 Rohingyas are still
waiting in six camps for
repatriation. According to the
official sources, the repatria
tion process has become siow
due to lack of clearance from
Myvanmar authorities.

From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET Nov 22: At least
15 activists were injured in a
clash between the Bangla
desh Chhatra League (BCL)
and Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) at Jonab Ali College in
Baniachang thana of Habigan|
district today Of the injured.
two JCD men have been sent

to the Dhaka Medical College |

Hospital

agency
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y-polls to 145 JS

seats Dec 15

The Election Commission
(EC) has announced the
schedule for by-elections to
145 Parliament seats, fixing
Deceinber 15 for voting.

The 145 seats fell vacant
following consecutive 90-day
absence ol 143 Opposition
MPs from the House and
death of two ruling party
lawmakers.

As it is constitutionally

. obltgatory for the EC to

complete the polls to the va-
cant seats by December 16
under Article 123 of the Con-
stitution, this schedule for
the polls has been an-
nounced, said a press release

By Staff Correspondent

issued by the EC yesterday.

The Commission has fixed
November 24 for filing nomi-
nation papers, November 25
for scrutiny and November
29 as the last date for with-
drawal of candidature.

It has appointed 54 re-
turning officers and 300 as-
sistant returning officers to
conduct the by-elections.

Fifty-three deputy com-
missioners will act as return-
ing officers in 144 con-
stituencies of their respec-

tive districts. The Additional

Divisional Commissioner-1 of
Dhaka has been appointed
Returning Officer of 160

Strong tremor shakes

CAIRO, Nov 22: A powerful
earthquake shook the Middle
East from Lebanon to the
borders of Sudan at dawn to-
day, causing 10 deaths. at
least 69 infuries and damage
to buildings in Israel. Jordan,
Egypt and Saudi Arabia. re-
ports Reuter.

Four people including the
hotel manager were killed
and 10 people were injured
when the four-storey bar-
racuda hotel collapsed in the
Egyptian Port of Nuweiba,
near the centre of the
earthquake in the Gulf of
Agaba, security sources said.

In Saudi Arabia, the quake
hit the north-western part of
the Kingdom, killing a five-
year-old child in Al-Bada' a

‘and a Pakistani labourer from

Haql, an official statement
carried by Saudi television
said.

Jordan's' national news
sald 1D people were
treated at hospitals lor bro-

en bones, cuts, nervous

ME: Ten killed

breakdown. and shock in
Agaba, where the gquake
drove thousands of residents
and tourist into the streets.
Many, fearing aftershocks,
refused to return, preferring
to stay in the open.

Two people died of heart
attacks— an Israeli lourist
aged 66 in Eilat and a 70-
year-old Jordanian man in
nearby Agaba.

In Egypt. two men were
killed when they jumped off
balconies in panic, one in the
noftheast Cairo suburb of He-
liopolis and one in the south-
ern city of Assiut. A young
Jordanian man broke his leg
jumping out of a window and
a woman in the Egyptian city
of Suez did the same running
down stairs.

Throughout Israel, fright-
ened citizens called police,
ambulance services and [ire
st ations. “In Palestinian -ruled
Gaza city wilnesses said peo-
ple fled their homes.

Mymensingh along with Ne-
trakona constituency.

The EC had earlier ex-
tended the 90-day period for
by-elections due to floods in
the country and later it did
not announce the schedule
because of the persisting po-
litical crisis in the country,
the press release said.

The Opposition MPs had
started boycotting Parliament
session from March 1, 1994
and then resigned en masse
on December 28, 1994.
Speaker did not accept their
resignations on grounds re-
lated to constitutional provi-
sions. '

PM iterates her
proposal to form
interim nat'l govt

JESSORE., Nov 22: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today urged the Opposition to
take part in the by-elections
for maintaining the hard-
earned democratic process
and the present trend of de-
velopment, reports UUNB.

She reiterated her pro-
posal for forming an interim
national government in the
run-up to national elections
and said opposition parties
could help formation of such
a government hy taking part
in the upcoming by-elections.

The Election Commission
yesterday announced the
schedule for by-elections to
the 145 parliament seats va-
cated by the Opposition. fix-
ing December 15 for voting.

Begum Zia made the call
while addressing a public
meeting at the Jessore Ei-
dgah Ma in the after
noon. She in made il clear
that her governmerit wouid
not go beyond the bounds of

Eﬂ. Page 12 Col 2

The

AL, BCL activists
£0 On rampage
By Staff Correspondent

In an instant reaction to
the announcement of the by-
election schedule, some Awa-
mi League activists and
supporters went on rampage
and damaged dozens of vehi-
tles at the Bangabandhu Av-
enue in the city yesterday in-
juring at least 6 persons.

One microbus was set on,
fire.

The demonstrators had
moved “in a procession from
in front of the Awami League
office chanting anti-govern-
ment slogans and turned vio-
lent at the Bangahandhu Av-
enue.

Police resorted to
lathicharge and lebbed tear
gas shells to disperse the
demonstrators.

On the Dhaka University
campus, activists of Chhatra
League, Awami League's stu-

See "age 12 Col 4
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position will

by-elections

" Upposition leaders yester-
day said that announcement
of the schedule for by-elec-
tions will only deepen.«the
present political crisis and
made it clear that they would
boycott it, reports UNB,

They also gave a cold
shoulder to the Prime Minis-
ter's offer of forming an in-
terim national. government
for holding election.

Giving their reaction to
the announcement of the by-
election schedule, leaders of
the Awami League. Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami
indicated that they would not
only boycott the by-elections,

but woyld resist it.

The Election Commission
yesterday announced the
schedule fixing December 15
for by-elections to 145 par-
llamentary seats left vacant by
opposition lawmakers.

The opposition leaders
thought that instead of an-
nouncing the schedule for by-
elections, the parliament
should have been dissolved to
pave the way for a neutral
caretaker pgovernment to
hold fresh elections.

" AL leader Tofael Ahmed

said; "The by-election sched-

ule has been given to buy
See Pape 12 (ol 7
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A group of agitajed opposition. pelitical party activisis. set a car on fire. at- Banga- L

bandhu Avenue.in the ecity yesterday protesting announcement of the by-election

schedule.
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British trade team due tomorrow,
may sign a number of accords

A British trade mission is
likely to enter intp contracts
in energy, physical infras-
tructure and textile sectors
with their counterparts here,
sources said.

During their week long
visit, starting tomorrow, the
35-member strong trade and
infrastructure delegation -
comprising representatives
of 30 companies and trade
bodies in power, construc-
tion. textile, jute. machinery
and leather sectors and gov'
ernment departments — will
meret key business and gov
ernment leaders in Dhaka
and Chittagong.

Led by Peter Lee. manag-
ing director of Mott Macdon
ald Group. with experience
in 130 countries, the indus
trialists of the team will also
make sectoral presentation at
a seminar on Sunday next to
express what they are look
ing for in Bangladesh The
seminar will be facilitated by
the Southern Asian Advisory
Group of the British govern-
menl

Midlands Power Interna
tional and ANZ Grindlays
Bank. is likely to reach
agreement with the local
counterparts, in Independent
Power Projects (IPP) under a
Build. Own. Operate (BOO)
type contract structure. the
sources indicated

By RM Titumir

Trafalgar House Construc-
tion, working tn a full range
of design services, building,
materials, civil engineering
and structural steel with a
turnover of 1.1 billion pounds
per year, is expected to show
interest to set up joint ven-
ture in low-cost river cross-
ings, coal mining and rock

.recovery, port and harbour

construction, and water and
sewerage treatment,

RG Foster Textile Machin-
ery Lid, with its presence in
Bangladesh for ten years, is

SIBL opens
Banks can help
eradicate
poverty:Biswas

By Staff Correspondent

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has said banks can
play a . pioneering role in
poverty alleviation in the
country by supplementing
government eflects

It is not possible for the
government alone to eradi
cale poverty. he added

Tlie President was speak
ing as chief guest yesterday at
the inaugural ceremony ol
the Social Investment Bank
(SIBL). the fifth of the seven

e Pagr 12 Caol ﬁ
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likelv to spread its market
base, especially in supplying
machinery ol composile (cx
tile.

- Commonwealth Develop
ment Corporation (CDC), a
the sources say. may agree to
invest in local business en-
terprises by way of equity and
medium term loans on com
mercial basis.

According to sources,
Midlands Power International
and gther power generation
companies, along with ANZ
Grindlays Bank, consider that
Bangladesh has an additional
power requirement of 2200
MW to meet the demand.
The IPP can help to meet
this shortfall.

J Hides and § Staley of
Midlands Power International
and B Nicholson of ANZ
Grindlays Bank, representing
the power sector, are likely
to seek adequate protection
to the projects in the form of
sovereign guarantees, cover-
ing Implementation Agree-
ment, Power Purchase
Agreement and Fuel Supply
Agreement. They are also ex-
pected to demand the con
version of local currency into
hard currency

On {inancing the [PP, they |

may suggest a 'typical debt to
equity ratio of 4.1. They can
opine that equity may be held

G a0y
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Leaders belonging to different extremist religious parties sit outside the sealed office
of Bhi'ite Muslim faction Tehrik-Jafaria Pakistan (TJP) at Karachi vesterday. Pakis-
tani security agencies have sealed all the major religious party offices throughout

the country after the massive bomb blast in Egyptian embassy

AFPAUUNEB photo

Cyclonic storm

over Bay

The cyclonic storm over
south-east Bay and adjoining
Andaman sea moved slightly
north-westward and was cen-

“ired at 9 pm yesterday about
1500 kilometres south-so-
uth-west of Chittagong port, °

reports UNB.

A Met office special bul-
letin sald last night the cy-
clonic storm is likely to in-
tensify further and move in a
north-wésterly direction.

Maximum sustained wind
within 54 kilometres of the

cyclone centre is about 85 |

kilometres per hour.

Maritime ports of Chit- .

tageng, Cox's Bazar and
Mongla have been advised to

keep hoisted distant warning |

signal number 2. .
Trawler capsize:
5 sailors missing

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Nov 22
Five sailors were missing

when a rice-loaded trawler
capsized at the J M Ghat In
the Mohesh Khali channel
tewfay

The trawler had started
froni Cox's Bazar town in the
modiiing for Khalar Mar
Chara with 10 metric tones
ol rice and capsized In the
channel due to overload

Tight security around
Tripura camps to
hold back Chakmas

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG. Nov#22:
Security has been beeled up
in and around the relugee
camps in Tripura state of In-
clia to check voluntary return
of Chakma refugees to their
homes in Chittagong Hill
Tracts, according to reports
trickling in from across the
horder.

Armed Shantibahinimen,
aided by border puards in
Tripura: stepped up their

Industrial fair
begins in Ctg
From Staff Correspondent

CH]TTLWHG Nov 22.
The &
fair hal:ﬂ t{ﬂk':’rom today
amid muech enthusiasm
shown by the participants

from different places ol the
country.

Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce 'and Industry
(CCC&Il). in cooperation with
German Federation of Small
Business (ZDH) and Tech-
nonet Asia (TA) organised the
fair at the premises of the
Krira Parishad. The fair has
been styled Technology Ex-
position-95°.

See Page 12 Col 5

surveillance over the relugee
camps inimediately  after
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
hacl called upon the Chakma

relugees on November 16
during her visit to Khagrach-

hari hill district, to come
back to their homesteads and
live with dignity. the reports
said.

According to * official
sources, a total of 1988

Chakma refugees belonging
to 470 families lled camps
and ‘returned home voluntar-
fly in the past one year and
three months although the
third phase ol formal repatri-
ation remained stalled.
Sonrces said delay in re-
sumption of formal repatria-
tion and severe hardships in
camp-life had prompied
those Chakma refugees to re-
turn voluntarily to their
hones in Bangladesh.
" Many others opted to fol-
low the same strategy to
escape the camplile. sources
informed

Officials said these relu
gees had returned voluntarily
through Ramgarh and
Panchhari border points uin-
der Khagrachhari district,

The reflugees who re-
turned voluntarily were also

e Page 12 00l 7

Over 200 religious militants and
Afghans rounded up in Pakistan

ISLAMABAID Nov 22: Pak
istani police have detained
hundreds ol religious mili
tants and Aighans in a na-
tionwide crackdown on reli
gious and political violence
and after the Egyptian em
bassy bomb blast, officials
said. reports AFP

More than 200 religious
militants were detained na
tionwide in a move officials
said was not directly linked
to the car bombing that de

stroyed the Egyptian embassy
in I[slamabad on Sunday

killing 18 people.

Press reports said about
80 s had been picked
up in lslamabad over the em
hassy blast and that five
Alghan employees of the em
bassy were missing after the
bhlas!

Another report says, FPak

istani police are looking for
five Afghan workers at the

Egypltian embassy suspected
of involvement in the car
bomb blast, Cairo's police
chief said.

Ahmad Mohammad Alawi,
quoted in today's edition of
Al Ahram newspaper. said
the police could not trace the
five because their files were
destroyed in Sunday's blast.
They were suspected ol
complicity in the attack.

Egyvpt s Ambassador to
Pakistan. Noaman Galal, said
meanwhile that the death toll
had risen to 18. with (wo
more of the wounded dying
of their injuries.

Nasim Akhtar Khan, a Pak-
istani, died in hospital today
from muiltiple injuries he suf
fered in the blast. medical
sources said.

Three Egyptian fundamen

have claimed re-
lity for the blast.

Pakistani police carlier on
Tuesday arrested at least 57
peeple belonging to three Is
lamic extremists parties po
lice and officials said

lpn

Those arrested include
leaders and militants ¢of the
Sunni Muslim's Sipah | Sa
haba Fakistan (SSP). the mi-
nority Shiite sect's Sipahe
Mohammed Pakistan (SMP)
as well as activists ol another
Shiite political party Te

hrivek Jalerta Pakistan
(T.JF]. the sources said

Officials sald administra

tion chiefs 1n the country s
populous Punjab proviunce had
heen directed 1o apprehend
All hardcore activists of seq
tarian parties who could pose
a threal to law and orde;

1
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Why this farce?
By Staff Cnrrespnndiant
Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina yesterday
urged Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia to seek immedi-
ate disselution of Parliament

Jor holding elections under a

caretaker government.

"The PM herself said a
country like ours cannot af-
ford two elections within
such a short time ...BNP is
not interested in by-elections
... There will be no need of
by-elections,” Hasina pointed
out in a statement and asked
*Then why this farce of an-
nouncing hy~]]-ulls schedule?”

Referring to” the PM's
proposal for a national in-
terim government for hold-
ing general elections, the AL
chief said the PM made the
proposal taking into consid-
eration the reality that par-
liamentary elections would
not be free and fair under

See Page 12 Col 3

BNP may seek to

prolong life of
JS till early Dec

By Nazmul Ashraf

The BNP government may
take yet another opportunity
to prolong the life of the pre-
sent Parliament until the first
week of December, which
would facilitate holding of
general elections in March
next, authoritative sources
hinted.

The policy planners of the'
ruling BNP are not so opti-
mistic of ‘a negotiated settle-
ment of the current political
impasse within the frame-
work of the Constitution
since Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia's latest call to the
Opposition to contest the by-
polls to help form an interim
national government for
helding the next general
elections has not received“a
positive response, the
sources said.

Only one day is left for fil-
ing nominations for the by-
polls to" 145 Parliament seats.

See Page 12 Col 1

Degree exams
begin today

The degree examinations
of 1995 under the National

 University begins throughout

the country today, reports
UNB.

A total of 1,81,135 candi-
dates are expected to appear
in the examinations to be
held under the National Uni-
versity curriculum for the
first time. :

The examinations will be
held at 433 cenires across
the country, including 20 in
the capital. said a National
University press release,

The university conducted
the degree examinations in
last two years in accordance
wlt.h the curriculum, of Dha-

ka, Rajshahi and Chlttngung
umvenitlan.

Meanwhile, mnecessary

.stepa jo hold the examina-

tions in a fair and peaceful
manner have bren com-

pleted. A vigilancestcam has
also been formed. .

The university authorities
sought cooperation of all, in-
cluding students. teachers
and guardians, to maintain
peace in the examination
centres.

'Y
JCD declares BNP

leader persona non
grata in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Nov 22: Some
leaders of the Sylhet district
unit of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) today declared Abul
Haris Chowdhury. a central
BNP leader and Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister,
persona non grata in Sylhet
for “"creating intra-party
chaos".

The JCD leaders at a
press conference at the Syl
het Press Club also accused
Hari's of sheltering the
killers of Jubo Dal leader

Muhin Khan. Muhin Khan was

killed 1 a intra-party gun
light at Sylhet MC Collegc
Tuesday

Mizanur Rahman (howd
hury joint convener of the
Sylhet District JCD  anul
roime other leaders while ad
dressing the press confer
ence also urged Prime Minis
ter and BNP Chairperson Be
gum Khaleda Zia to intervene
to stop "further killing of .JJCD
activists’ in Sylhet

Earlier in the day. the
JOD brought out a mourning
procession in the town 1o
protest the killing ot Muhin
and declared a3 week long
profest programime




