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Japan-Bangla joint venture in
leather, ceramic sectors likely

By Govinda Shil

A section of Japanese en-
trepreneurs have shown
keen interest in launching
jeint ventures in the
country's - leather and
ceramic seclors.

A group of the .Japanese
traders have also expressed
enthusiasm to import elec-
tronic goods, garments and
apparel products, gold-made
ernaments and leather goods
fromm Bangladesh.

"I am really happy that
some Japanese entrepre
neurs are showing interest to
import Bangladeshi electro-
nics,” sald MA Karim, Direc
tor, EPB. He sald that Ba
ngladeshi producers of elec-
tronics, leather and ceramic
products had been asked to
send samples to Japan.

The sources sald that the
EPB were to build a
bridge between Japanese and

Japan's Noriketa Group of Bangladeshi entrepreneurs

Industries showed interest
to go for joint venture with
the Monno Ceramics, while,
that the Marusho Company
limited wished to collaborate
with the Dhaka Leather in
this regard, entrepreneural
and the Export Prometion
Bureau (EPB) sources said.

to carry out join ventures.
Dwelling on the outcome of a
recently held international
trade fair in Tokyo, the Di-
rector said, "it was quite a
success.” He sald that the
visitors had bought all goid-
made jewellery items and
;?nﬂ shoes exhibited at the

booths

The single country trade
fair was attended by 20 dif-
ferent manufacturers. "The
week long fair has success
fully mobilised the .Japanese
importers.” said SM Lokman,
Director, Sales and Market
ing. Absolute Leather Prod-
ucts. He said, Bangladeshi
leather products. specially
sports shoes won the choice
of Japanese consumers.

Bangladesh got 65 trade
enquiries and received spot
orders of more than four
lakh US dollars, EPB sources
told The Daily Star.

The sources said that the
Grameen Check had also at-
tracted visitors. "If we march
for markets aggressively, we
obviously expand our export

markets. " said another offi
cial of the EPB

He said, the country
should develgp its overseas
telecommunication system
and open trade enquiry cen
tres abroad. "The EPB should
open such centres in Bel-
gium, South Africa,
Singapore and in Dubail. said
the official adding that mere
work of Bangladesh Missions
were not enough to cope
with the modern and
competitive trading system.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh,
seeing the export potentials
in Japan market, is going to
take part in the next
international fair that will be
held in Osaka during the first
week of the next March,
sources pointed oul.
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EU-Nepal first i

cooperation
accord signed

BRUSSELS, Nov 21: The
European Union and Nepal
Monday signed their first
ever cooperation accord, de-
signed to shore up the major
reform programme that the
impoverished mountain
king-dom has embarked on
since moving to democracy
in 1991, reports AFP.

The accord foresees
cooperation in areas
including trade,

development and economic |

cooperation, science and
technology. the environment

and the fight against drugs.
"This accord represents a
most important step for
Nepal,” said Foreign Minister
Prakash Chandra

A Korean food festival to raise money for charity was organised by the Embassy of the
Republic of Korea at the residence of the Ambassador in the city recently. Traditional
Korean delicacies, prepared by ROK women's associations and restaurants in Dhaka,
were put on sale during the two-day event.

Asia-Pacific currencies end week mixed

HONG KONG., Nov 21:
Currencies in the Asia-Pacific
region ended the week
mixed vis-a-vis the US dallar,
as concerns eased over the
possibility of a debt default by

the United States amid a.
standoff between the White
House and the Republican-

dominated Congress, reports

AFP.

JAPANESE YEN: The

Japanese yen fell back against
the dollar in volatile trading
during the week, as concerns
about a potential US debt de-
fault eased.

The yen traded at 101.93

Notice Inviting Tender of RHD

Tenders are hereby invited in Bew Form No. 2911 in sealed cover.
1. Tender Notice No. 27/JRD of 1995-96

of work & group list.
Group Name of work Estimated Earnest Time Eligibility of
No. cost money allowed contractor

1 (One) Construction of 6.10 metre (20'-0") span Tk Tk 32,710/- 80 (Eighty) RHD, Special
RCC box culvert at 32nd KM of 1635374/= days category
Madhupur-Jamalpur Road under Jamalpur contractors as
Road Division during the year 1995-96.. per financial

capacity and
territorial
— i : - ! =

2 (Two) Construction of 6.10 metre (20'-0") span Tk . Tk 28950/= 80 (Eighty) -do-
RCC box culvert at 4th KM of Sherpur- 14.47,295/- days
Sreebordi-Bokshiganj Road wunder
Jamalpur Road Division during the year

. 1995-96.
3 Construction of 1.52 metre (5-0") span Tk Tk 8,528/ - 50 (Fifty) -do-

(Three) RCC box culvert at 13th KM of Sherpur- 4,26,379/= days
Sreebordi-Bokshiganj Road wunder
Jamalpur Road Division during the year
1995-96. .

4 (Four) Construction of 6.10 metre (20'-0") span Tk Tk31567/- 80 (Eighty) -do-
RCC box culvert at 22nd KM of Sherpur- 15,78,335/= days
Sreebordi-Bokshiganj Road under
Jamalpur Road Division during the year
1995-96.

5 (Five) Construction of 4.57 metre (15'-0") span Tk Tk 28,731/- 75 -do-
RCC box culvert at 3rd KM of Border 14,36528/- (Seventy - '
(Sandakura-Dhanuakamalpur) Road five) days
under Jamalpur Road Division during the
year 1995-96. ' e

6 (Six) Construction of 13.72 metre (45'-0") span in Tk Tk 45428 /= 100 (One -do-
3 (three) vent RCC box culvert at 30th KM 22,71 366/- hundred
of Border (Sandakura-Dhanuakamalpur) days
Road under Jamalpur Road Division -
during the year 1995-96.
;g Construction of 4.57 metre Tk Tk 25,172 /= 75 -do-

(Seven) (15'-0") span RCC box culvert at 7th KM of  12,58,567/= (Seventy-
Jamalpur-Dhanuakamalpur Road under five) days
Jamalpur Road Division during the year
1995-96. =

3. Last date for selling Up to 28-11-95 (during office hours).
tender documents :

4. Last date & time for 29-11-95 up to 12.30 PM.

5. Datevmi time ' for 3-12-95 at 12.45 PM.
wnﬂﬂﬂm

6. te & time of lottery 5-12-95 at 11.00 AM.

7. Name of offices where Executive Engineer, RHD, Road Division, Jamalpur/
Lu;g documents will Mym / Tangail /Kishoreganj/Netrakona /Planning

8. Name of offices where
be

tender - will

received

Note: i)

Division (Roads & Bridges), Dhaka/Planning & Design

+ Division, Dhaka Zone, Dhaka/Dhaka Road Division, Dhaka
& Sub-Divisional - Engineer (RHD), Road Sub-Division-
1/11/1st Line Workshop, Jamalpur /Sherpur.

Addl.

Chief Engineer,
Su

RHD, Dhaka Zone,
perintending Engineer, RHD, Mymensingh Road Circle,

Dhaka/

Mymensingh /Planning Monitoring & Evaluation Circle,
Dhaka Zone, Dhaka/Monitoring & Evaluation (Roads &

Bridges) Circle,
Executive E

Dhaka/Dhaka Road Circle,
ngineer, RHD, Jamalpur Road Division, Jamalpur

Dhaka/

& Sub-Divisional Engineer, RHD, Road Sub-Division,

Enherpu:

Tenders for group No. 3 will not be sold by the offices of the Executive Engi

, RHD,

Planning Division (Roads & Bridges), Dhaka/Planning & Design Division, D‘haka Zone,
Dhaka & Dhaka Road Division, Dhaka.

ii)

RHD, Dhaka Zone, Dhaka/Su

perintending

Tenders for group No. 3 will not be received by the Office of the Addl. Chief Engineer,
r, RHD, Planning Monitoring &

Evaluation Circle, Dhaka Zone, Dhaka/Monitoring & Evaluation (Roads & Bridges)
Circle, Dhaka & Dhaka Road Circle, Dhaka.
at a time in the office of the Executive Engineer, RHD,
Jamalpur Road Division, Jamalpur on the due date & time fixed for opening after
collecting all tenders (if any) from all tender receiving offices in sealed condition.

Mohammed Bayazid

iii)

DFP-28524-18/11
F 0

All tenders will be

Executive

. RHD
(Current Charge)

Jamalpur Road Division

malip

to the dollar here Friday
afternoon against 100.60 a
week earlier.

It began the week with an
advanced to 100.45 on
Monday as dollar sales gained
momentum amid the- US
budget financing crisis.

The Japanese unit was
then swayed by developments
in the US situation. But wi{h

AUSTRALIAN DOLLAR:
The Australian dollar ended
the week stronger, largely
unaffected by an imminent
industrial war as strike action
spread across the country.

The local unit finished the
week at 74.12 US cents,
compared to 73.83 US cents
last week.

HONG KONG DOLLAR: The
Hong Kong dollar ended the
week at 7.733-7.734 to the
US dollar. virtually un-
changed from the previous
week's 7.7325-7.7335 range.

INDONESIAN RUPIAH:
The Indonesian currency
closed at 2,291 rupiah to the
dollar, or two rupiah stronger
than at closing the previous
week.

MALAYSIAN RINGGIT:
The Malaysian ringgit ended
the week 40 points higher
against the US dollar at
2.5295 on the back of a
weaker greenbank.

Dealers said the ringgit
was expected to rise to
2.5280 in the coming week,
as the US dollar could come
under pressure with the US
budget dispute still unre-
solved.

NEW ZEALAND DOLLAR:
The New Zealand dollar
closed Friday worth 64.75 US
cents,, down from the previ-
ous week's close of 65.20
cents.

“The main driving factor
for the Kiwi seems to be that
it is out of favour with off-
shore people at Themonet.
This weeks' Goldman Sachs
report (on the outlook for the
Kiwi) seems to have had an
effect, a dealer said.

PHILIPPINE PESO : The
Philippine peso depreciated
further to 26.248 pesos 1o
the US dollar on Friday from
26.098 pesos to the dollar on
November 10 due partly to
speculation by traders.

SINGAPORE DOLLAR: The
Singapore dollar closed the

week a shade lower at 1.4120

to the greenback from
1.4110 at the previous
week's finish.

THAI BAHT: The

Exchange Equalisation Fund
fixed the official mid-rate on
Friday at 25.15 baht to one
US dollar, compared with the
previous week's close of
25.12 baht, a Nakornthon
Bank official said.

SOUTH KOREAN WON:
The Korean won strength-
ened slightly against the

eenback, trading at 768.80
to the US dollar on Saturday
as compared to 269.60 a
week ago.
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Prime Bank's

Khulna branch
opens

A branch of the Prime
Bank Limited was opened in
Khulna on Monday, says a
press release

The Mayor of Khulna City
Corporation Sheikh Tayabur
Rahman inaugurated the
branch.

Dr Ghani, Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the
bank, presided over the ope
ning ceremony

The Managing Director of
the Bbank, Lutfur Rahman
Sarker, explained the pro-
grammes of the bank.

Members of the board of
directors M A Khaleque, Md
Shahadat Hossain (VIP-In-
come Tax), Md Mofiz Ahmed
Bhuiyan, KM Hussain, Kazi
Sirajul Islam and Md Nader
Khan were present on the
occasion.

JS body on
housing meets

The 34th parliamentary
standing committee
meeting of the Housing and
Public Works Ministry was
held at Jatiya Sangsad
Bhaban yesterday with
Housing and Public Works

inister Barrister Rafiqul
sfam Mia in the chair,
reports UNB.

The meeting discussed in
details to progress of the
construction of the remain-
ing 2,000 government offi-
cers' and employees’ flats by
the Public Works Dcpart—
ment.

The construction of these
flats will be completed
within the specific time.
When completed, the
housing problems of the
government employees will
be solved to a great extent,
the meeting was informed.

Meanwhile, 1000 f{lats
have already been completed
and allotment of these flats
were made to the govern-
ment officers and the em-
ployees.

The meeting asked the
RAJUKE authority to take
proper action against the de-
faulters who have violated
the rules and regulation in
building their houses.

Members of Parliament
Mirza Abbas. ATM Alamgir,
Md Mahmudul Haq and Ah-
sanul Hag Mollah attended
the meeting. Secretary of the
ministry Hasinur Rahman
was also present.

Israel signs

trade deal
with EU

BRUSSELS, Nov 21: Act-
ing Israeli Prime Minister
Shimon Peres signed a key
trade and cooperation deal
with the European Union
yesterday. putting another
brick in the wall of security
the EU is building round its
southern flank, reports
Reuter.

The deal. which replaces a
pact dating from 1975, was
struck in July after EU for-
eign ministers negotiated
their wayround Spanish wor-
ries over imports of oranges,

~Austrian fears about apple
juice imports, French diffi-

culties with foie gras and
maize and an agreement al-
lowing Israel to sit on EU re-
search and development
committees.

Israel, which will be con-
tributing to the bloc's re-
search and development,
fund, has won a seat on the
various committees but will
not be allowed to vote.

Seoul shares
fall sharply
as Roh probe
continues

HONG KONG, Nov 21:
Asian bourses began the week
on a mixed note, with Tokyo
and Hong Kong stocks enjoy-
ing solid gains and Seoul
shares falling sharply as the
slush fund scandal invelving
ex-president Roh Tae Woo
continued, reports Reuter.

In Seoul, brokers said
stocks fell sharply as in-
vestors went on a selling
spree on worries that the
market's weakness may
deepen.

Investors have hoped the
market would rebound early
this week from the recent
dullness, said Kim Henng
Shik of Hundal Securities.
They started selling as the
weakness continues.

The bearish mood is ex-
pected to continue for the
time-being without any mar-
ket boosting factors said Kim
Young Bum of Seoul Securi-
ties.
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David N Merrill (3rd from right), US Ambassador in Bangladesh, seen speaking
monthly meeting of the American Bangladesh Economic Forum (ABEF) at the Dhaka
Sheraton Hotel yesterday. Persons sitting from right are A Gafur, Executive
Forrest Cookson, President, and M Nurul Islam (L), Vice President of ABEF.

at the

Bangladeshi and Japanese
experts here yesterday advo-
cated villagers' participation
in the planning process of
development projects to en-
sure better life for 80 per
cent of the country's 112
million people, according to
UNB.

They were addressing a
day-long seminar on the
Joint Study on Rural Devel-
opment Experiment (JSRDE])
Project conducted by
Bangladesh Academy for Ru-
ral Development (BARD) and
Japan International Corpora-
tion Agency (WJICA).

Opening the seminar at a
local hotel. Deputy Minister

for Local Government. Rural
Development and Coopera-
tives Md Abdul Hye called on
rural experts to evolve an ap-
propriate framework for rural
development and rapid
poverty alleviation of the
huge mass of population.

The Deputy Minister
stressed the need for linking
up the local administration
with the development pro-
cess to facilitate a smoother
flow of the service delivery
system and for coordination
among the line departments
and other development part-
ners.

Morimasha Kanamaru,
Resident Representative of

Villagers’ participation in dev
projects’ planning sought

JICA, said a coordinated pro-
gramme of action linking vil-
lage, union, thana and greater
district is required in devel-
opment structure for any fu-
ture rural planning in
Bangladesh.

Chaired by Rural Devel-
opment and Cooperatives
Secretary Md Mahe Alam, the
inaugural session was alsp
addressed by Vice Chancellor
of Bangladesh Agricultural
University Dr Shah Moham-
mad Farouk, Japanese Em-
bassy official Hideyuki
Sakamoto, BARD Director
General Md Abdul Quddus
and JSRDE project Director
Saleha Begum.

WASHINGTON, Nov 21:
South Asia must move boldly
toward economic liberalisa-
tion to benefit from the post
Uruguay Round global mar-
ket, the World Bank said in a
new study on the region, re-
ports AFP.

The Uruguay Round of
talks under the General
Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT) will likely gen-
erate seven billion dollars
annually in income gains for
South Asia in 1992 dollars
raising economic output by
two per cent and real wages
by 2.5 per cent, it said.

But the World Bank report
called for Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka to ac-
celerate major trade reform
programmes already under-
way. ;
"The Uruguay Round im-
proves market security for
both exporters and im-

porters, but South countries
must do more to adjust their
domestic policies ta the real-
ities of the post-round global
environment, author Nader
Majid said.

There must be further lib-
eralisation and more integra-
tion with both the region and
the world. Majid said.

Tariff cuts by South Asia's
trade partners would lower
average tariffs on South Asian
exports-to developed coun-
tries by more than two per
cent and on those to develop-
ing countries by 8.5 per cent.

The most dramatic effect
of the Uruguay Round would
be eradication of non-tariff
barriers on South Asian ex-
ports to the rest of the world.

South Asia's manufactur-
ing sectors would get the
biggest boost, notably in tex-
tiles and clothing under the
multifiber arrangement, with

South Asia must move boldly
to liberalise economies:WB

regional textile output pro-
jected to rise 12 per cent
and exports by 26 per cent.

Regional agriculture would
be only modestly affected by
the Uruguay Round with fu-
ture tariff cuts needed.

Greater transparency and
higher reguldtion would
boost transportation. travel
and tourism in the region.

Hanoi to export
extra 150000
tonnes of rice

HANOI, Nov 21: The Viet-
namese government is to ex-
port an extra 150,000 tonnes
of rice this year, taking total
export to 2.15 million ton-
nes, the Saigon Giai Phong
Daily said yesterday, reports
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