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EDITOR’S NOTE
Why Voices?

W E are always telling our young people what to do, and

us. the ADULTS, what are

what NOT to do. But seldom do we allow them to tell

their thoughts about the

way we are running things which affect them so mueh.
Education system, curricula. quality of books, qualification
of teachers, poor transportation system, rising cost of
education, disruption of sessions due to political agitation.
terrorism in colleges. student politics, etc, all affect the lives

of our college students. and yet they do not have a place where
t can speak out on these issues.

we decided to create VOICES. This will be a page
dedicated to the young people. In its columns we invite all

college

students to write about their views all issues that

concern them, including on the political, social and economic.
We also invite them to write about their college life, sports and
cultural activities that they are involved in, the various
occasions that they observe and especially about their extra-

curricular activities.

It is our hope that through VOICES we will learn to
understand our younger generation better, and establish a
dialogue with them. We also intend to have a lot of fun working

Night Writer

Logether,

Dear Fahima.,

Hello sweety! How are you
doing? Hope everything is
going just fine and you are
enjoying your time in the city
of romance, Paris or Pakhi
{as your French friends say). |
got your e-mail a few weeks
ago and had gone through it a
million times. You know how
much time | need before an-
swering your mails, because |
have to think for 2 days what
words should be most appro-
priate to express my true
fee . And then [ have to
take another day for looking
at your cute pictures. But |
confess, it actually took me a
whole week to write back to
you, because [ was busy with
something else. Wait, please
don't get me wrong. don't
switch off the computer. it
“wasn't any other girl. So you
_ needn't worry about that, |
was busy with some damn
newspaper job. OK. let me
explain it to you.

Remember the time while
eating out in Big Bite, you
told me about an American
kid who was the editor of a
teenage magazine. All the
journalists of that magazine
were also t rs. You also
said that it's a shame that we
don't have such opportunities
in our country, there aren't
any magazine that's being run
by teenagers. Well guess
what? Now the chance has
come and do you know who's
gonna take responsibility, it's
me, Aron, your one and only.

You might be wondering
how | got this job. While ar-
ranging a programme, | met
Mr Mahfuz Anam, the editor
of The Daily Star and he told
me about his plan to publish a
page which would be edited
and written by the college
students like us. What a coin-
cidence! | was thinking about
the same thing | told him
that | had the same intention
to do something worth while.
That's how it started really.
He told me to make up a
team and start work for this
page. Oh! if you were here you
could be in the team with
me. But no, you had to move
with your father in Paris. Just
my luck!

We had done some meet-
ings with the editor to de-
cide the strategy of our page.
The name of this page will be
Voice'. It's gonna be a dia-
logue for the teenage youth,
what we're concerned about
right mnow, what we are
thinking about recent
happenings or changes,
what's our opinion, our
problems and everything
about us; it's gonna be like
speaking out in this page.
saving whatever we feel

might be important. There
also will be brief news from

our colleges. what s going on
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there, who's doing how, gos-
sips and other interesting
stuff. That's why we are
making representatives in
colleges and schools. For
starter we have made repre-
sentatives in ten colleges.
Later we'll and our team
irr Dhaka outside Dhaka
throughout the whole coun-
try. Anybody can become a
representative by contacting
us. Even we are thinking
about making one in Paris;
thought somebody might be
interested there. [Got it?]
The page will contain arti-
cles on present problems,
some interviews, colleges
news etc, and gossips — you
know things we used to talk
about on the phone for hours
and hours, like concerts,
music, movies, fairs and so
on. There's also gonna be
concerning articles about the
problems we face in our stu-
dent life, maybe some sug-
gestions or so. We'll take in-
terviews of teenagers about
specific issues like educa-
tional system, politics, cur-
rent affairs, family values. It's
gonna be a great communi-
cating device between the
seniors and us. This lot of
elders has always treated us
as inferiors, never showed us
any importance; well now it's
time for us to speak- up, be-
cause we- do think about
things that they call mature
stuff and we also have our
opinions and concerns which
shouldn't be taken lightly.

Well, enough of publica-
tions talks. | hope you didn't
get bored reading it, you
were the one to say things
like these to me. | won't be
bragging more on. By the
way, aren't you coming this
Christmas? | am just dying
counting days and waiting far
it. | don't know how you're
doing in Paris; but | believe
the feelings are same as be-
fore. Back here I'm still crazy
for you. Hoping for your reply
mail. Stay well.

Aron

Add: Drisha @ BueMounde
com

Voices Team

Imran Khan

Nusrat S. Haque

Sajid Rizwan Matin

Sanjana Rahman

If you want to join us or
have anything to say’

to us contact by phone or
write to us...

our Address:

‘Voices

The Baily Star
House No. 11

Road No 3.

Dhanmondi R/A

Dhaka- 1205

Phone Number: 500092 -94

The

crisis that has been'going on in our country for about 19 months has not only affected our

people but also the students. They had to suffer a lot for it. To find out what they think about it, the

VOICES Team asked them three

readers to understand their feelings.

questions and here is how they replied. We hope it would enable the

The Three Questions

What is your impression
on our national politics?

What sort of people do you

think should be our leaders?

If you were a leader today
what would have you done to
improve our condition?

Viguarunnisa Noon College,
Dhalka, Translated by

N

THE political structure ui
our country is definitel

wedk. Although the country is
being decfared a democratic
one, the malpractice of
democracy of our political
leaders has played havoc over
our social, political and eco-
noimic arena. The political
leaders have completely
failed to meet up the basic
needs of the mass.

In the parliamentary form
of democracy. whenever a
government is elected by the
vote of the people, it has a
stipulated time to perform its
duties. If it fails to meet up
the basic demands of the
people during this period, its
polities are proved wrong
and the country faces abso-
lute disaster. But the other
political parties cannot ex-
ploit the failure of the gov-
ernment to strengthen their
political ground by calling
hartals or strikes. It is the
duty of the opposition parties
to work with the government
whenever the country is in
trouble.

Ironically, we see a com-
plete to different picture in
our political field. Here we
find our political leaders
fighting for power, not for
the betterment of the life and
living of the common people.

In my point of view, it is
the dignified duty of the gov-
ernment as well as every
conscious citizen to take ef-
fective steps to make a per-
ceptible change in our na-
tional politics for the greater
interest of our people. We
will have to build up a con-
genial political atmosphere
by terminating all kinds of vi-
olent programmes like har-
tals, strikes, etc. which cause
severe damage to our econ-
omy. If we cannot ensure all
these things, our suffering
will remain as horrible as
EVET .

A POLITICAL leader
should be a wise, accom-
plished, intelligent person.
He or she should be a real
patriot — should  not
have the gr for power. A
political leader should be de-
voted to the people's benefit.
To him or her, the common
people has to be the first pri-
ority. | want to *see such
political leaders who are con-
scious enough about the fun-
damental rights of the peo-
ple, specially of women's. A
political leader should be ed
ucated and he or she should
possess a strong desire to in-

crease the literacy rate of our
country.

[F 1 can become the na-
tional leader of our country, I
shall put maximum emphasis
on our education system. |
should try to improve the ru-
ral educational structure. In
our society, women are lag-
ging behind than men. In dif-
ferent spheres of life they are
deprived of proper respect.
Like the Medieval Age they
are still being tortured. If I
can become the national
leader of our country, I would
ensure proper respect and
facilities to our women by
giving them education and
economic support. I would
ensure the fundamental
rights to women.

I shall try to build up a
strong economic infrastruc-
ture by making the country
free from the curse of foreign
loans. For this, 1 will empha-
sise to strengthen our indus-

tries as well as our agricul-
ture.

Without having a good po-+*
litical system nothing is pos-
sible. So, I shall try to make
our political sector free from
terrorism. In short, 1 shall
sacrifice my life for the well-

being of our people.

Nusrat Khan Majlish

THE political situation in
our country has been volatile
for a long time. But now, be-
cause of the political impasse
between the government and

the opposition political par-

ties, the situation is left
without any solution. The
problem started one-and-a-
half years ago when the op-
position parties started de-
manding national elections
under a non-party neutral
government to ensure demo-
cratic progress and the right
to vote. Since then, the
common — the poor — peo-
ple had to go through 6 to
24-hour strikes. including vi-
olent fights and deaths.
Students like us also had
difficulties for attending reg-
ular classes and even had to
sit for exams on our weekly
holidays. Though it is said
that "the voice of the people
is the voice of God", it
doesn't stand in any place in
our present-political system.
For lack of goodwill, sincerity
and understanding between
our mainstream political par-
ties, we are to face. many so-
cial and economic crises.
Many of our intellectuals in-
cluding some foreigners have
also tried to create a
atmosphere through dia-
between the govern-
ment and the o tion
parties. But they be-
cause of the uncompromising
attitude of the leaders.

A LEADER whom | like is
lo be a person dedicated to
the cause of whole people
and not for a particular group

or class. He or she should be
honest, benevolent and a
thinker. The leader has to
have a charisma to mobilise
people for achieving goals set
for the good of the people.

IF I get a chance to be a
political leader someday, I
would take steps to eradicate
all kinds of corruption from
our social system. 1 would
give exemplary punishments
to those persons who have
ruined the country’'s economy
for their self-interest. My ef-
fort would be made to pre-
vent the accumulation of
power in the hands of any
particular individual or group.
I would spend maximum
money in education so that
everybody receive the basic
education. In this way people
would be conscious of their
rights and obligations so that
they are in a position to
choose right persons to form
the government. | definitely
think these efforts will cer-
tainly make a vast difference
in the political surroundings
for the next generation who
are yet to come.

Galib Hamid

Khulna Unu:ersg
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A POLITICAL mystery fis
prevailing in Bangladesh. The
party in power is playing hide
and seek game with the
people by tryving to be smart
over the elec te. Bypassing
the political b&us. the gov-
ernment is g to impress
the people that everything s
normal. The Parliament is
sitting as usual despite more
than 142 members had ear-
lier resigned. With Lhe one-
party Parliament, the party in
power is still going with the
House claiming the majority,
as if the people have leased
the country to them for five
years. But normal parliamen-
tary behaviour should
prompted the government to
go for mid-term polls im-
mediately after the resigna-
tion of the 142 members. In-
stead, the resignation deci-
sion of the members was de-
layed and no sincere efforts
from government side was
made to resolve the {ssue of
the opposition.

The government is eclaim-
ing to have showing respect
to people's mandate who
have elected it to the power.
But, the reality is that people
had not given mandate to any
single party in the 1991 elec-
tions as none of the contest-
ing party got absoluie major-
ity. In fact, the BNP needed
Jamaat-e-Islami to form Gov-

- ernment with whose support

it came to power. And in
reality the narrow majority
the government s now
enjoying is because of the
non-elected women-member
seats which it shared with
Jamaat giving 2 of the 30.

On the other hand, the
opposition parties with re-
peated calls of hartal are
causing dislocations in Lhe
society, Hartal is obviously a
political weapon for the op-
position in a democratic pro-
cess. But too much of il
sometimes create distaste

The two ladies are attack-
ing one another with sharp
words which again is damag-
ing the very fabric of deinoc-
racy in Lthe country. The pni-
tics of letter-writing without
any siacore ¢faris to resolve
the impasse may come (o the
advantage of the government

temporarily. but \.*ly it
will leave a heavy toll on Lhe
party in power. Demiocracy is
for the people, by the people
and of the people. Bul press
not political situation gives an
idea that democracy is to
serve the purpose of the gov-
ernment

Democracy always re-
quires a leadership specially
in the House and in the op-
position to play their roles in
its process. Speaking outside
the Parliament and avoiding
to participate in its sessions
do not help smooth running

Sehaviour m

calls for constant contact,
discussion and exchanges of
views among the parties in
the House and also, to a greal
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extent, parties outsidc the
Parliament. But in case ol
Bangladesh, mrythingl of
that sort is absent. Tl
leader of the House secms to
have an aversion to such par-
liamentary and democralic
norns.

Of late, it is being said that
Parliament will be dissolved
to pave the way for new gen-
eral clections. But it will have
no impact on keeping politi-
cal impasse unresolved.
Rather, it will give rise to so-
cial indiscipline. The demand
for neutral caretaker pgov-
ernment for next three or
four general elections would
surely help consolidate
democracy. Because, experi-
ence says elections in 1970
and 1991 were fair and free
because the government at
those timmes were not party in
the elections. Constitution is
not a Koran. It can always be
amended for the betterment
of the peeple. So far, we have
12 amendments in the Con-
stitution. Most of the earlier
amendments do not merit to
be incorporated in the Con-
stitutiori, but it were done to
serve Lhe purpose of individ-
ual or coterie.

If such is the constitu-
tional history of Bangladesh,
then the neutral caretaker
government provision which
surely will give democracy a
firm footing and ensure the
electorate to their right of
franchise without fear, can-
not be incorporated in the
Constitution. Furthermore, if
anyone logically or illogically
nave so much love for the
Constitution. then why the
appointment of OMBUDS-
MAN was not made as yet?

IF 1 am the leader by
chance, then first | would go
for amending the Constitu-
tion in consultation with the
opposition members for in-
corporating the provision of
neutral caretaker govern-
ment for holding next four or
five general electicns. Under
the present situation, | would
have agreed to a neutral care-
taker government with the
Chief Justice as its head.

As a leader, | would make
all probe reports on political
killings in the country public
because | feel nol publishing
of the reports is to deny the
people’s sovereignty and cre-
ate scope for place intrigues.
1 would also repeal all black
laws including the Special
Powers Act. All these | would
do to transparcent in real
scnse and not on paper only
as it is now. My eflforts would
be guided to return the
sovereign power of the peo-
ple to them which most of
the times werc robbed by
politicians and, for their fail-
urc, by others.

Faheem Hussain
Class XII

MY impression on our
present political crisis is very
adverse. [t is an impediment
to our march towards
democracy. It will go to our
history as a dark episode.
The present situation arose
as a result of the undemo-
cratic behaviour of our demo-
craticallyrelected leaders.
and the party in and
opposition are both equally
responsible for such a situa-
tion. Their faflure to find out
a solution to the lingering
political problem through
discussion is a reflection of
obstinacy and mediocrity of
our political leadership.

There is no mutual re-
spect or trust between the
party in power and the op-
position. But this is the life-
blood in a parliamentary sys-
tem of democracy. It is ironi-
cal to see that the party
which contributed most to
bring back parliamentary sys-
tem has now joined hands
with the autocrats and fun-
damentalists which is run-
ning the system. We pray to
to free us-
the curse of these imprudent
leaders.

ACCORDING to my opinion
there is none among the pre-

Dhaka
their*

Colour-fight at Dhaka College

November 9, 1995, students were seen out on the streets of
College in various colours. What's the reason? It was
Rag Day.’ There was a Physics exam on that day, so most

VOICES ...YoungPeopleSpeak Out
The Fate of the Common People | couwrce BT

of the students were present. That's why they decided to stage
their Rag Day, though it wasn't the last class. They were all
loaded with tonnes of coloured waters in bottles and siringes

chasing each
themselves with blue,

other, colouring their faces and aoaklng
yellow, red, pink colours. Pity for them,

who went through that road that day, because they were also

victim of this colour-fight.
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sent political practitioners
who can head the govern-
ment to lead the country to
stability and pros ty. The
present leaders have hardly
any quality of their own. They
have become leaders mostly
by chance. are adamant
in upholding the traditions,
good or bad, of their father or
husband. They bother least
to re-orient their policy with
the changing circumstances
and to take into account the
world-view.

Besides, there are profes--
sional student leaders (they
are al, because they
hardly have any relation with
academics or academic cal-
endar) with fiery elogquence
and almost with no moral
serapes. None of them can be
entrusted with ' the solemn
responsibility of building up
the nation. Now we need a
person of iron will who is ed-
ucaled, honest, corruption-
free, and above all, a patriot.

Outside our country, we
see such leaders namely Nel-
son Mandela, Chandrika Ku-
maratunga, Mahathir
Muhammad and others. Peo-
ple of Lthis quality %re not rare
in our country but they are
not associated with politics.
Our duty is to bring them to
the fore-front of politics and
free the country from the
domain of mediocre, half-ed-
ucategd and irresponsible
politicians.

IF | am blessed with the
power of leading the nation
as president or prime minis-
ter, 1 shall introduce a new
type of democracy to be
known as 'Democratic Abso-
lutism’. Before election, |1
shall place my plans and pro-
grammes to the people. If
they support it | would be

very strict to the implemen-
tation of those. | shall unite

the whole nation under Lhe
slogan of nationalism and d&&
velopment. There would be
uniform education system
with emphasis on technical
education throughout the
country and every citizen
would get equal opportunity

Career would be open to
merit-wise and not to any
connection.

Initially meritorious stu-
dents would be sent abroad
for higher education and
training with the compulsion
to come back to the country.
Subsequently, we may have
exchange programmes with
the developed countries to
make up our deficiencies. My
economic policy would be a
mixed one. At first, 1 shall

‘terests of our growing indus-

tries. Once these are sta-
bilised, they would be freed
to open competition. "Nurse
the baby., protect the child
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Higher Secondary Rumours

The HSC result of Dhaka Board was out on October 24. As
usual, there were a lot of rumours went on about it. There are
always some people who suspect that there must be some link
between the merit-list holder and the board authority.
Unfortunately, the students who were expected to secure the
top positions, were not able to reach even the 20th position.
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and free the adult” — | sup-
pori this view.

As to the freedom of ex-
pression, | shall have some
control. In the name of free-
dom of expression 1 shall
never allow irresponsible
propaganda. Criticism must
be allowed. but that criticism
should be constructive, fac-
tual and path-finder. There
would be a code of conduct
for political opposition, hartal
would be banned constitu-
tionally, and government hol-
idays shall be curtailed dras-
tically. Briefly 1 shall make
the whole nation active, in-
dustrious and responsible.

Shafquat Rabbee

Dhaka College. Dhaka

Our national politics -
hardly atiracts me. Some-
times our political atmo-
sphere seems quite hofrible
and disgusting. | condemn

our people, not the political
leaders, for Lhis miserable si-
tuation. We, being too much
unconscious aboul our socio-
economic condition, are let-
ting the political leaders to
play with the fate of the
common people. If we were
aware enough, we could re-
frain our leaders from doing
8O,

A political leader should
be educated honest and
committed to the common
people. He or she should
possess palriotism and be
devoted to the country. Above
all he or she should have pa-
tience and respect to other
people's opinion and feelings

IF | can become the na-
tional leader of my country
lirst of all. 1 would take an
extensive siep (o recollect
the bank loan from the bank
dejaulters. Secondly, | should
abolish student politics and
make the educational institu
tions politics-free. | shall also
uproot fundamentalism and
fundamentalist politics. Hav
ing got the power, | would
ensure punishment of the
1971 war criminals. Besides
these. | would try to abolish
all corruptions from the land.




