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NEWS BRIEFS

President assents to
Granthakendra Bill

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday assented to
the “Jatiya Granthakendra
Bill, 1995° which was adop-
ted by the Jatiya Sangsad,
accordimg to an official
handowt here, reports BSS

One stabbed to
death

JHENIDAH. Nov 20: Da-
coits ambushed a truck on
the Chunadanga-Kaliganj road
and stabbed its driver to

-
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Kwasniewski new Polish president

Walesa defeated

Lech WHIEEd

WARSAW, Nov 20: Former
communist Aleksander
Kwasniewski won the race
for Poland's presidency, win-
ning 51.72 per cent of the
votes in the final round of the
election, PAP news agency.
said, citing final official re-
sults, report agencies.

PAP said Kwasniewski's
opponent, incumbent Presi-
dent Lech Walesa. secured
48.28 per cent of the ballots
in Sunday’s run-off poll.

PAFP said it compiled the
results from complete official
results provided by the

country s 49 voivadhies or re-
gions.

The vote will put both the
executive and legislative

branches under the control
of the former communists, A
coalition led by Kwas-
niewski's demquatit lE[l al-

liance (SLD) won a majority
in parliament in 1993,

[t also marks a deleat {or
the Roman catholic church,
which had endorsed Walesa,
the portly electrician-turned-
statesman whose Solidarity
Labour Movement elfectively
ended communist rule in
Poland in 1989 and signalled
the beginning of the end for
Stalinist regimes across Eu-
rope.

Kwasniewski's SLD, a so-
cial democratic party that is a
direct descendent of the
[ormer ruling communist
party. has dominated parlia-
ment over the past two years
in an often stormy power-
sharing with Walesa.

New Polish President
Kwasniewski said today that
democracy had won in

See Page 16 Col 6

16 BSEC enterprises
fail to reach

50pc of targets

By Govinda Shil

The 116G dillerent slate
owned enterprises of the
Bangladesh Steel and Engi-
neering Corporation (BSEC)
have failed to achieve even 50
per cent of their production
and trading targets during
the first four months of the
current fiscal (1995-96).

The BSEC enterprises
produced goods worth Tk
71.24 crore as against its tar-
get of Tk 158.32 crore dur-
ing this period. shows the
latest official statistics.

The statistics showed that
total sales, including exports
of the BSEC during this pe-
riod was Tk 78.86 crore as

ainst its target of Tk

B3 The corporation ex

| ported goods worth Tk 3.4

death early today. Police said |

Rezaul Islam. 27. came under |

attack by a gang near Puran-
dapur in Moheshpur thana at
about 12:30 am and later
died at Moheshpur than
health complex

Two killed in

road mishap

COMILLA. Nov 20 Two
people were killed and 10
others injured in a road acci
dent on Dhaka-Chittagong
highway at Gumta in Chand
ina thana today Witnesses
said the accident occurred
when a Dhaka-bound mi

crobus and a truck collided at
about | pm

BSP meet today

An emergency meeting of
the executive commitiee of

Bangladesh Sangbadpatra |

Parishad (BSP) will be heid
today at 2 pm at its office

crore as against its target of
Tk 10.05 crore.

BSEC's 16 different fac-
tories and mills had a bank
over draft of Tk 451.53 crore
as of October 25 this year
The largest bank debtor was
the Chittagong Steel Mills
(CSM), which had an over

draft of Tk 324 .66 crore.

The statistics also showed
that during these four
months, the BSEC's 16 en-
lerprises paid Tk 18.89
crore as salary and wages to
their efficials and workers.
The figure for the BSEC head
office was Tk 1.13 crore ap-
proximately.

The 16 enterprises
utilised 73 per cent of the
available working hours. The
rest 27 per cent could not be
utilised due to power failure,
machinery malfunction,
sirikes and other problems.

The CSM produced bil-
lets. rods and corrugated

iron and other sheels warth
Tk 17 B0 crore as against 118

largel ot Tk 5361 crove
However., the CSM made a
sale of Tk 18.05 crore while
the target for the entire fiscal
was Tk 157.55 crore, the
statistics said.

The other major debtors
according 1o the statistics,
were the Progoli Industries

See Page 16 Col |

by selling tea
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Renu, 35, a divorcee with two children came all the way

to the city from her village home for survival She now
lives in a slum at Kamalapur and earns her livelihood

— Star photo

21, 1995

@The Daily Star
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Rep Juhn Kasmh Senate majority leader Robert Dole and Speaker of the House Newt
Gingrich (L-R) speakmg to journalists at the Capital in Washington Sunday. The White
House and the Republican-run Congress have reached a compromise accord to reopen

most of the US federal government unblocking the budget impasse (Story on

page 6).
— AFP/UNB photo

AL preparing
for 'toughest’
agitation

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League (AL) is
preparing for the "toughest of
all agitation programmes" if
the ruling party does not
conicede to its demand for
polls under a caretaker
government, a top party
leader told The Daily Star
yesterday.

"All out agitations will be
launched throughout the
country under the progra-
mme to be announced on
November 24." the reader
said.

"We are now waiting to see
the ruling party's steps to
resolve the crisis." Party
leaders are already out in the
districts to creaie the ground
for a massive agitation, the AL
leader added.

I the ruling party goes for
Sar Page 1640l 7

Raushan given
intravenous saline

By Staff Correspondent

Begum Raushan Ershad
and her family members who
are on a hunger strike were
given intravenous saline yes-
lerday. as Ltheir health condi-
tion deteriorated further, ac-
cording to Jatiya Party
SQuUrces.

Raushan, along with thrge
of her family members, began
a fast unto death Thursday
evening demanding the im-
mediate shifting of HM Er-
shad, the ailing former pres-
ident, from the Central Jail
lo a hospital for treatment.

Ershad. who is serving 13
years imprisonment on vari-
ous charges of corruption and
power abuse, is suffering
from wviral hepatitis since
November 4, Meanwhile, »n
High Court order asked thie

See Page 16 Col 8

Dr Kamal's call

'‘Choose between
democracy

and anarchy'

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a discussion
meeting here yesterday
urged the ruling BNP and the
Opposition to sit for a dia-
logue and resolve the politi-
cal crisis in line with the
Joint Declaration of the
Three Alliances during the
asli-autocracy movement.

The meeting, organised
by the Gano Forum and
chaired by its President Ka-
mal Hossain was also ad-

See Page 16 Col 8

Poverty alleviation programmes
by some NGOs fail, study says

Some rural women taking
loans from NGOs, have be
come money lenders

But some had 1o sell
household goods and prop
erty while some others took
loans from other NGOs in
lalse names to repay previous
loans

There were among the
indings of a study which said
poverly alleviation progra
mmes of different NGOs are
latling to yield desired resuits
due to flaws in policy and
implementation mechanism

Destitute women and wid-
ows are given the least prior
ity in development projects
run by the government and
the NGOs. the study found

Some NGO officials. re

By Mizan Ah

questing anonymity corrobo-
rated the f[indings of the
study conducted by Dr
Khaleda Salahuddin and Prof
Ishirat Shamim. The study on
NGO intervention and
Foverty Alleviation was con
ducted at Gopalgan] under
Ghior thana in Manikgan)
district recently

Admitting some ‘inherent
flaws" in policies and imple
mentation mechanism. the
NGO officials said that the Tk
5000-ceiling of loans under
the poverty alleviation pro
grammes is too little an
amount for any income gen-
eTaling project Lo be viable

Fersons taking loan from
one NOA) try to take loans
from another NGO to repay

the previous loan,
cials admitted

According to the findings
of the study some 42 per
cent of the loanees take loans
Irom more than one NGO vio-
lating the rules. According to
NGO rules. one person can
not borrow simultaneously
[rom more than one NGO,
they added.

The study said that inade-
quacy of the assistance pro-
vided to the female loanees
by a single NGO could be a
reason for taking loan from

more than one organisation.

The same poor loanees,
taking loans from not-so-well
known NGOs have joined big-
ger NGOs like Proshika and

Ser Page 16 Col 3

the offi-

Armed Forces
Day today

The Armed Forces Day
will be observed today with
due solemnity and enthusi-
asin, reports BSS.

President Abdur ‘Rahman
Biswas and Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia yesterday
issued separate messages on
the occasion.

The day's programme be-
gins with the offering of mu-
najat after the ‘Fazr prayers in
all mosques of army gar-
risons, naval ships and estab-
lishment as well as Air Force
bases throughout the country.

President and Supreme
Commander of the Armed
Forces Abdur Rahman Biswas,
Prime Minister and Defence
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia.
Chief of r Stafl Lieutenant
General Abg Saleh Moham-
mad Nasim, Bir Bikram, Chief
of the Naval Staff Rear Admi-
ra} Mohatnmad Nurul Islam
arvd Chief of the Air Staff Air

Yice-Marshal Jamal Jddin

1"Ahmed will place wreaths at

the Shikha Anirban (the
eternal flame) in the city to
pay homage to the members
of the Armied Forces who had
enibraced martyrdom in the
War of Liberation in 1971.

A reception to the next of

See Page 16 Col 3

IRRI develops

'super rice’

.

LOS BANOS (Philippines),
Nov 20: Scientists in Asia's
leading rice research insti-
tute disclosed a breakthrough
today in the development of a

"super rice" plant expected
to combat predicted food
shortages in the next cen-
tury.

But Gurdev Khush, princi-
pal plant breeder of the In-
ternational Rice Research
Institute based in this town,
just south of Manila, said the
variety would not be available
to farmers before 2000 be-
cause it wasnt yet pest resis-
tant.

The breakthrough, which
came five years after research
began in 1990, is in the im-
provement of the grain qual-
ity of the plant. Dubbed by
media as "super rice” because
of its increased yielda, the
new grains are long and
slender and would appeal to
most of Asia's rice eaters.

The new rice plant carries
200-250 grains per panicle —
compared to 100 grains of
modern rice varieties — and
is expected to increase yield
from irrigated fields by 25
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Hearing of petition
against Auranga's

bail deferred

By SC Correspondent
The Appellate Division of

' the Supreme Court yesterday

by an order kept the hearing
of the government petition
for stay of the HC order
granting ad interim bail to
Hemayet Ullah Auranga stand
over for three weeks.

The Appellate Division
also directed both the state
and the defence to mention
the appeal. now pending be
fore the HC. for an early
hearing and disposal by this
time.

The division bench of the
HC comprising Justice MM
Hoque and Justice Mahfuzur
Rahman on November 9
granted Auranga an ad In-
terim bail for six months on
medical grounds

See Page 16 Col 7

BNP for solution
thru' 'five plus

five formula'

By Nazmul Ashraf

The ruling BNP would
continue to make all eflorts
for resolving the political
impasse by implementing the
'five plus five formula’ for an
interim government and for
this the party would seek to
bring the Awami League to

' the negotiating table shortly.

This was decided at a
meeting of the top BNP
leaders with the party chief
and Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia in the chair at
her Tejgaon office in the city
yesterday.

According to meeting
sources, the BNP mray hot
sepk dissclution ol the pre-
-1l Parliamen! hy November
22. Lhe last date for anno-
uncement of the schedule for
by-polls to 147 seats. The
party has planned to continue
its efforts to resolve the
political crisis, by utilising
the opportunity of by-polls
until the last date for [iling

nominations. This will give it
more time for bargaining
with the Opposition.

The BNP is now awaiting
AL chief Sheikh Hasina's
reply to Begum Zia's third
letter and the ruling party
leaders are talking to the AL
leaders at different levels to
make them agree to sit for a
dialogue to reach a consensus
on the proposed interim
government, competent
sources said. The BNP policy
planners hope that if the AL
agrees to come to the
negotiating table, a consen-
sus on who will head the

_planned interim cabinet oo 4

uld be reached, they added.
‘It Sheikh Hasina, through
her letter or any other me-
ans. indicates her readiness
to discuss the 'five
formula.,” then we would be
able to resolve the crisis
within the constitutional

See Page 16 Col 1

plus five .

Maltreatment by employer

25 Bangladeshis seek

HC's help in Malaysia

By Reaz Ahmad

Twenty-five Bangladeshis
in Malaysia, who claimed they
could no longer bear alleged
maltreatment by their em-
ployer, sought help at the
Bangladesh High Commission
in Kuala Lumpur on Novein-
ber 15,

According to a report

UN body approves
draft measures to
curb child labour

GENEVA, Nov 20: The
UN's employment agency on
Sunday approved a draft of
measures to step up the fight
against child labour and
called for countries to crack
down on children being used
as slaves and prostitutes, re-
ports AFP.

In a communique pub-
lished here at the UN
International Labour Offices
ruling council urged member
countries to “"take urgent
measures to eliminate the
most flagrant abuses of chil
dren servitude, slavery and

‘-.u Page 16 Col |

carried by The Sun newspa-
per of Kuala Lumpur in its
November 16 issue, the
Bangladeshi workers who had
a signed a two-year coniract
up to December next year
with Lee Sheng Timber In-
dustries Sdn Bhd in Klang
had previously lodged com-
plaints with the police and
labour department of
Malaysia and the Bangladesh
High Commission,

The however, claimed,
that no action has been
taken, reports the Malaysian
daily, a copy of which was
made available to this corre-
spondent yesterday.

The Bangladeshi workers
met High Commissioner
Mahboob Alam on November
15 to inform him about their
plight and the latter assured
them that the mission would
study how their problems
could be resolved, according
The Sun report.

"They packed their be-
longings and decided 1o
camp at the Higp Cormunis-
sion compound in the hope

‘ire Pngr 16 Col 1

Malor breakthrough at
Balkan peace talks

From Masud Hasan Khan

WASHINGTON. Nov 20
Bosnian delegations today
made a major breakthrough
for ending their four-year-old
War

The three rival factions

| Muslims, Serbs and Croats.

are discussing the details of a
deal at the Balkan peace talks
at the Wright-Patterson Air
Base in Dayton. Ohio

"They made a major
breakthrough on the territo
rial issues which had been
the primary focus of talks

throughout Sunday.” US offi
cials said

The ‘final deal’ will be
signed later today:

Croatia and rump Yu
goslavia also reached agree
men! on prisoners and miss
ing persons during the peace

lalks. the sources said.

The accord, to be signed
by Croatian foreign minister
Mate Granic and his Serb
counterpart Milan Miluti-
novic, calls for the immediate
release of all detained per-
SOTLS.

The delegations earlier
reached agreement on the
new constitution for Bosnia-
Herzegovina Sunday

Formal announcement of
an agreement s expected to
comme from the White House
President Hill Clinton may

come to Dayton to witness

the signing ol the agreement

The United States. which
was mediating the peace deal
with the support of its Euro-
pean Unton and Russian al

See Page 16 Col 6
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Cabinet okays

formation of
hardrock, coal

mlmng COS

The Cabinet yesterday ap-
proved proposals for forming
two companies for smooth
mining of hardrock and coal
in North Bengal, orts
4T gal, rep

The Madhyapara Hardrock
Mining Company Limited and
the Barapukuria Coal Mining
Company Limited will be
formed under the jurisdic-
tion of Petro Bangla.

An official handout said
the approval was given at a
Cabinet meeting held in the
Cabinet room of PM office
with Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia in the chair.

The Cabinet also endorsed
the proposal for amendment
to The Inland Water Trans-
port Authority Ordinance,
1958. '

Dense fog disrupts
ferry service at
Aricha ghat

From Our Correspondent

MANIKGANJ, Nov 20:
Ferry services in the Aricha-
Nagarbari and Aricha-Daulat-
dia river routes were dis-
rupted for more than four
hours early today as dense fog
blanketed the water ways.

BIWTC officials said the
ferry Bir Shrestha Jahangir
carrying 14 night coaches,
10 trucks and some 1000
passengers were siranded in
the Padma river after leaving
from the Daulatdia terminal
at midnight last night.

Besides, eight either fer-
ries bound for Na and
Daulatdia, including four big
ferries carrying 125 trucks,
could not leave Aricha ghat
due to dense fog.

Two other ferries re-
mained stranded at Nagarbari
ghat while one at Daulatdia.

Due to disruption of ferry
movement about 700 trucks
and several hundred passen-
gers warre  strangded at the
terminals even after traffic
resumed at 8:30 this momrn-

ing.
Bodies of two
youngmen

recovered
By Staff Correspondent

Police recovered bodies of
two youngmen. one from Ut-
tara and the other from East
Goran in the city yesterday.

The Body of Shahadat, 35,
a day-labourer, was found
hanging from a tree near the
Faidabad graveyard under
Uttara thana. There were
marks of injury on the body,
Uttara thana police said.

Sabujbag thana police re-
covered the body of one
Emaduddin from a drain in
East Goran. Newly married
Emaduddin lived with his in-

See Page 16 Col |

14 get life term
for murder

in Khulna

By Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 20: Four-
teen people were sentenced
to life term and were also
fined Tk 2,000 each by Addi-
tional Sessions Judge for
murder Sirajuddin Ahmed
here today.

Each of those sentenced
would have to serve two
months more in case of their
failure to pay fine.

The case in briefl is that
one Fazar Ali of village Lebu-
dia under Terakhada in
Khulna was killed on Febru-
ary 22 in 1988 following a
dispute over land.

US embassy
resumes services
today

Most of the offices at the
US Embassy and the United
Sltates Information Service
oflices which were closed
due to the furlough of US
government employees will
resume full operation teday,
says a USIS special release.

The visa section will open
in two steps. Today, the sec-
tion will be open omndy for
immigrant visa interviews -
for those whose previously
scheduled interviews were
cancelled during the period
the section was closed. Full
service operations and inter-
views of non-immigrant visa
applicants - for travel to the
US for business, tourism,
study, and so on - will re-
suine Lomorrow.

The USIS library, USIS
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