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Mandela to urge |

US, UK for o1l
ban on Nigeria

WELLINGTON. Nov 15
South African President Nel
son Mandela said here today
he would appeal directly to
Britain and the llnited States

to impose sanctions on
against Nigerian oil, reports
AFP.

Last week the military

regime of General Sani
Abacha executed nine mem
bers of the Ogoni tribe de-
spite the pleas of Mandela
and other Commonwealth
leaders that they be given
clemency. After the killings,
the Commonwealth heads of
government meeting last
week in Auckland suspended
Nigeria's membership.

Mandela, who attended
the meeting and is now on a
state visit to New Zealand,
tbld the South African Press
Association travelling with
» him that he would telephone
British Prime Minister John
Major and US President Bill
Clinton and ask them to ap-
ply oil sanctions.

"I am not satisfied with
the fact they are not apply-
ing oil sanctions,” Mandela
said. " | will urge them to ap-
ply oil sanctions.”

"We can see we are deal-
ing with a very irresponsible
fellow,” Mandela said, refer-
ring to Abacha.

Mandela said a "hardened
man” like Abacha would be
unmoved by Commonwealth
suspension and sanctions
were needed to hurt him.

Ninety per cent of Nige-
ria's earnings come from oil.
and the country suffers from
an inflation rate of 57 per
cent.

Mandela said Abacha’'s
plan to restore democratic
civilian rule in Nigeria over
three years was not accept-
able to South Africa. He
called for an independent
structure in Nigeria. com-
prising mainly civilians, to

oversee democratic changes
and plot Nigeria's return to
emoCcracy.
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_ Ccmﬁultant
“visits BARD

COMILLA, Nov 15: Senior
consultant of Sub-regional
Project of UNDP for Organi-
sational Development in
SAARC countries Soeb Sultan
Khan visited Bangladesh
Academy for Rural Develop-
ment here on November 4,
reports UNB.

He was accompanied by
country coordinator of the
project Badiur Rahman. They
exchanged views with the
faculty members of BARD on
various aspects of the organi-
sation.

Director General of BARD
Dr Salehuddin Ahmed ap-
prise them of present activi-
ties and also the future plan
of the Academy.

The UNDP officials also
visited Joypur and KTCCA Ltd

and exchanged views with |

the members of the samities.

Bangladesh Ambassador 1o
the UAE Ziaus Shams
Chowdhury has called upon
the entrepreneurs from the
emirates (o invest in

| Bangladesh,K taking the bene

fit of low labour and utility
cOosts, reports BSS

He highlighted the conge
nial investment climate and a
host of facilities available in
Bangladesh for investment
The incentives provided by
the government has already
attracted investors from a
number of countries. Chowd
hury mentioned

The ambassador spoke at a
meeting held at Sharjah Expo
Centre on Sunday between

the visiting Bangladesh busi
nessmen's delegation and
UAE businessmen, according
to a message received here
yesterday.

The Chairman of the Fed
eration of UAE Chambers of
Commerce and Industry Has
san Abdulla Al Noman and
some board members of
Sharjah Chambers of Com
merce and Industry were
present in the meeting

Bangladesh businessmen

dealing in handicrafts. gar
ments. foodstuffs, perfumes
and rice participated in the

discussion

Ambassador Chowdhury
while asking UAE en-
Jil'!'prrnf'ura to Invesl i1 areas
like agro based indusiries
fisheries, chemicals. leather
textiles, minerals. tourism
telecommunications natural
gas and oil exploration in

formed the UAE businessmen
that investors from countries
such as Korea, China. Japan,
Malaysia and UAE are already
in Bangladesh, the message

b
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said

Commercial Counsellor of
Bangladesh Embassy in Abu
Dhabi requested UAE busi
nessmen to take part in the
Dhaka International Trade
Fair 96 to have a first-hand
knowledge about Bangladesh

and also to look into the in
vestment possibilities

UAE chamber President
Noman urged businessmen
from both countries to work
for the promotion of trade
and business between the
two which, he said. would
add new dimension to the
existing warm and close rela
tionship between them.

Salim Uddin Haider, Pres-
ident of Bangladesh Handi
crafts and Exporters Associa-
tion, focused on the compar-
ative advantage available to
investors in Bangladesh

DGCI Premdent Rashed Makaud Khan handmg over a cheque for Taka three lakh for the
flood victims to Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at her office yesterday. Commerce
and Information Minister M Shamsul [slam was present.

— PID photo
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UAE entrepreneurs urged
to invest in Bangladesh
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Trading closed
amid fear of

violence

ALGIERS, Nov 15: Alge-
rias economy began to grind

Algenan

to a halt yesterday as busi- .

- nesses shut down amid tight
| security ahead of the coun-

try's first free presidential
elections, reports AFP

The authorities closed
weekly markets and ordered
large supermarkets to shut
up shops after threats of vio-
lence from Islamic extrem-
ists fighting a civil war that
has left more than 30.000
dead since 1992.

Newspapers said many
companies and public build-
ings had closed until after
the election on Thursday for
security reasons. Smaller
shops and fruit and vegetable
markets, however, were al-
lowed to remain open.

Shoppers stocking
up and motorists filled their
petrol tanks ahead of the ex-
pected shutdown as 16 mil-
lion people prepare to go to
the polls.

Some 200,000 members
of the security forces, who
began voting on Monday, con-
tinued filling into polling

| booths in their barracks on

APEC ministers' m

ake-or-break

o Lol et S I:l'

talks on free farm trade

OSAKA, Japan, Nov 15:
Asia-Pacific ministers began
hard talking today about how
far and how fast to open up
the worlds fastest-growing
economies — and whether to
start concerning themselves
with keeping regional peace,
reports Reuter.

Ministers from the Asia-
Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion forum started make-or-
break talks on freeing farm
trade, the most contentious
issue to be settled before this
weekend's sumimit.

In an indication of how
high the stakes are, an APEC
report forecast the group's
economies could grow by a
massive 20 per cent by the
end of the century — the
highest regional rate in the
world — if several obstacles

r WEre OVEICOINE.

US Defence Secretary
William Perry set the meet-
ing buzzing with his sugges-
tion in a Japanese newspaper
interview that APEC should
consider banding together to
ensure the region's security.

And Japanese Prime Min-
ister Tomiichi Murayama,
host of the third annual APEC
summit, declared: "The time
is past when Asian markets
could be seen as tightly
closed to protect indigenous
industry from the threat of
Western competition.”

APEC, founded in 1989,
groups Australia, Brunie,
Canada, Chile., China, Hong
Kong, Indonesia, dJapan,
Malaysia, Mexico, New
Zealand., Papua New Guinea,
the Philippines, Singapore,
South Korea. Taiwan. Thai-
land and the United States.

US Trade Representative
Mickey Kantor. carrying a
heavier load since President
Bill Clinton was forced to cut
his visit to just two days be-
cause of the US budget fight,
said APEC had done much in
only a short time.

"We have come a very long
wa}r in APEC. It represents
the fastest growing and
largest market in the world.”
Kantor said.

But they are still stymied
by the farm trade dispute,
the main issue ministers will
debate over the next two days
before the summit at the
weekend.

Japan, China, Taiwan and
South Korea want their heav-
ily protected farm sectors to
get special treatment under
the free-trade.

e | Tuesday so they would be

free on election day.

Incumbent President
Liamine Zeroual is widely
considered to be the front-
runner in an election in
which all four candidates
have pledged to work to end
the civil strife.

Wise men see no
economic recovery

in Germany soon

BONN, Nov 15: The Ger-
man government's Couneil of
Economic Experts, popularly
known as the "five wise
men,” yesterday said they
saw no likelihood of an eco-
nomic recovery either this
year or next, reports AFP.

Presenting the council's
much awaited annual report,
member Herbert Hax said
gross domestic product, was

' unlikely to grow, by more

than two per cent this yéar.
“which will not be enuugh to
hclp the labour market."

In the previous year's re-
port the council had pre-
dicted GDP growth of three
per cent for this year.

"What worries us most is
the unemployment, and the

. expected fall in investment,”

said Hax.

What investment there
was would mostly be devoted
to rationalisation. to the
detriment of output, he
added.

The report said German
unemployment was likely to
remain over 10 per cent of
the labour force. or over 3.5
million people.

It explained the disap-
pointing result by the unex-
pected appreciation of the
Mark against major curren-
cies, and a round of wage in-
creases that had exceeded
rises in proJ ~tivity.
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Prospect of exporting manpower to be studied | Pakistan eases

'Facts finding mission' to
visit Mali next month

By Reaz Ahmad

A high-level official facts
finding mission will wvisit
Mali early next month to

study the prospect of export
ing manpower to the African
country.

The mission. to be led by
the Secretary. Ministry of
Labour and Manpower, will
study and collect facts about
the agro-sector of the north-
western African state, which
offered to employ 30.000
Bangladeshi workers in the
agricultural sector

The visit of the mission is
a follow up of an earlier visit
to Mali by Labour and Man
power Minister Mir Shawkat
Ali

During his three-day state
visit to Bangladesh in August
last, President of Mali, Al
phaoumar Konare, also re-
newed his country's offer to
employ workers from

Bangladesh.

It is learnt that Dhaka sent
a set of a quarries to Bamako
requesting basic information
about the nature of the land

A top official of the Man-
power Ministry disclosed
that in Mali, a country with a

huge area of cultivable land
around the Niger basin. has a
relatively low population
density All lands are owned
by the government. The gov-
ernment provides Jand
whenever someone ap-
proaches but takes back if
not cultivated. added the of-
ficial.

The mission s visit would
primarily be aimed at finding
out what type of land the
Bangladeshi workers would
be provided with and
whether the Malian govern-
ment would provide financial
assistance to them

‘We will also study what
will be the rate of return and
the irrigation facilities = said
an official of the ministry

In its final preparation for
the visit, the ministry is now
‘looking for a number of In-
terpreters as the language
spoken in Mali is French

Talking to this correspon-
dent, Secretary of the Man-
power Ministry, M Haroon-
ur-Rashid. said Bangladesh
would consider exporting
upto 5 000 workers per an-
num to Mali if the conditions
are favourable

visa policy for

Investors

ISLAMABAD. Nov 15 Pak-
istan on Tuesday announced a
new liberal travel visa policy
for investors and business
executives, particularly from
Canada. Britain Japan South
Korea and Malaysia reports
AFFP

Foreign investors can
now obtain a three year visa
instead of the previous three
months, the Secretary of the

nment Board of Invest-

ment (BOI) Mohibullah
| Shah. told a news confer-
ence

4

Shah said Pakistan was at-
tracting a steady flow of for-
eign investment because of
an ‘investment friendly”
climate due to the economic
liberalisation policies of the
government

Since the start its new fi-

' nancial year from July, Pak-

istan had received foreign in-
vestments worth 250 million
dollars in energy and other
sectors. he said

Ford, Mahindra
to build auto
plant in India

BOMBAY. Nov 15: Mahin-

'dra & Mahindra Ltd. of India

]

e |

Ambassador of the Netherlands in Bangladesh Robert A
Vornis called on State Ministér for Fhthdseries Lutfor.

.4 . Rahman, Khn at hls office ony Mondey.
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and Ford Motor Co of the US
will announce within weeks
the site of a new multimillion
dollar auto plant in India,
Wall Street Journal.

"By the third week of
November we will have a
decision.” said Anand Mahin-
dra, Deputy Managing Direc-
tor of the Indian company.

 which has signed a joint
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Envoy calls on Kha]eda

Enhancing Dhaka-Ankara
trade ties underscored

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today underlined
the need for further enhanc-
ing the trade relations be-
tween Bangladesh and
Turkey, reports B55.

The Prime Minister said
this when the outgoing
Turkish ambassador to
Bangladesh Kutlu Ozguvene
made a courtesy call on her
at her office.

Referring to the setting up
of the joint chamber of com-
merce and industry between
Bangladesh and Turkey, the
ambassador, who was here
for the last two and a half
years, hoped that the existing

trade and economic relations
between the two countries
would be further expanded
and diversified in the years to
come.

The Prime Minister
thanked the outgoing ambas-
sador for his efforts to
strengthen the bilateral ties
between the two (friengly
countries during his tenure
in Bangladesh.

Describing the relation be-
tween Bangladesh and
Turkey as "good” Begum Zia
saild the relation had been
strengthened since the
establishment of diplomatic
ties between the two
countries in 1977.
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- Medical

Dr Samlr Kanti Saha, Manager, MSD, Square Fharma-

ceuticals Ltd.,

addressed the CME programme of

Square at BIRDEM in the city recently.

Square's CME programme
on Nephrology held

The second Continuing
Education (CME)
programme of Square on
Nephrology was held recently
at BIRDEM auditorium in
collaboration with Depart-
ment of Medicine, BIRDEM,
says a press release.

The programme includes
lectures on Aetiology and
Management of Chronic Re:
nal Failure, Treatment of
Membranous Nephropathy,
Haemolytic Uraemic Syn-
drome, Management of UTI,
Pathology and Pathogenesis
of Diabetic Nephropathy, BP
ACE Inhibition and Diabetic

'‘Nephropathy and Manage-

ment of Diabetic Nephropa-
thy.

The speakers Iincluded
Prof Matiur Rahman  Prof K
M Nazrul Islam. Prof Harun

ur-Rashid, Assoc. Prof
Habibur Rahman, Dr M G
Kibriyva, Dr Brig Ziauddin
Ahmed, Dr N [slam and Dr
Samir Kanti Saha, Manager,
Medical Services Depart-
ment, Square Pharmaceuti-
cals Ltd

‘China's foreign
trade up

BELJING. Nov 15 China's |

total import and export vol-
ume exceeded 220 billion US |

venture agreement with the
U.S car glant.

Ford and Mahindra &
Mahindra are to choose be-
tween the western state of
Maharashtra and the south-
ern state of Tamilnadu as
home for a plant producing
compact cars. The govern-
ments of both the states have
been aggressively courting
the joint venture partnership
on the matter

The:Mahindra & Mahin-

ldra - bfficial said both com-

panies are having final dis-
cussions with the leadership
of both the states, with a
view to secure the most at-
tractive terms for establish-
ing a manufacturing base. "We
are seeking the best condi-
tions.” he said.

The state of Maharastra,
home to India's biggest city,
Bombay, has been tarnished
by a decision in August to
freeze development of a S 2.8
billion power plant being
built by a U.S consortium.
The state recently re-entered
negotiations with the Hous-
ton based Enron Corp. to re-
vive the project.

Ford and the Indian com-
pany which specialises in
utility vehicles, will invest $
B00 million over the next
seven years in 50-50 part-
nership to build cars in India.

Transatlantic summit
US, EU business

leaders set
trade agenda

SEVILLE, Nov 15: Top
business leaders from the
United States and Western
Europe have developed an
ambitious set of trade policy
recommendations for con-
sideration by the December 3
Madrid summit meeting of
President Clinton and top
European Union (EU) lead-
ers, says USIS.

The wide-ranging propos
als were agreed at the
November 11-12 Transat-
lantic Business Dialogue
meeting in Seville.

The final report issued by
the conferees stresses that
their objective is "to keep
Europe and the US competi-
tive in the world Economy."
The report charges excessive
regulation is hampering
competitiveness, and calls
upon political leaders "to
make every effort” to support
and develop the growth of
the transatlantic marketplace
and bulld a strong framework
within which trade. invest-
ment, capital and technology
can flow freely across the At
lantic

The report also calls for
removal of all obstacles and
public policy impediments so
that business can operate on
either side of the ocean
without any unfair constraint
or discrimination

To help countries "acquire
' full and open access to the
| benefits of the world f(ree

| market trading system under

established most favored na

dollars worth in the first 10 | o0 (MFN) principle and to

months of this year with ex
ports up 32 8 per cent and
import rising 31 1 per cent,
compared with the same pe-
riod of last year, says Xinhua

develop "a secure framework
for international investment
have also set by the report as
goals for the western eco
nomics



