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Time is Flying

Exchange of letterS between Prime Minis-
ter Khaleda Zia and opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina, initiated by the former at the in-
stance of some editors, was designed to lay
the ground for a dialogue between the two
leaders. The exchange at this stage — Khaleda
having written thrice and Hasina replying
twice — is apparently going awry. Rather than
leading to the dialogue, which may or may not
have yielded anything, the letters are con-
tributing seemingly to the stiffening of the
position of both parties. And a moving away
from the dialogue may anyday be cleacly dis-
cernible. If in the mean time the exchange
doesn't stop that is. And the way it is going, it
may as well stop any moment.

This possible stoppage and the actually
growing meaninglessness of the exchange are
going to push the nation further down the

th of desperation. This the nation can
hardly afford. At one point five eminent per-
sons of the society offered their good offices
to facilitate a journey to the same dialogue.
Their job from the outset was arduous and the
two leaders were not making it any easier just
for the love of them. A letter publicised before
the message carrying the same content could
be handed over by the G-5 and another mes-
sage meaning less than nothing but a printed
facsimile by newspapers were enough to sub-
vert their high
goodly opening to a dialogue was not greatly
helped either by the angry attack on it by a
very responsible opposition leader.

Letters and messages and a lot other means
to make them sit together and talk will come
to nothing as long as the two keep on believ-
ing that it is only stubbornness that will win
the day and make the other party break — the

one party thinking their prizing the Constitu-

i tion will see them through and, with equal

conviction, the other believing that popular
movement would decide the fray.

While the jousting continues time flies.
Healing becomes more difficult. Letters and
m es, red roses and sweetmeat are win-
dows allowing a breeze of sanity to waft in and
help keep the hopes alive. Let the letters im-
prove, the great go-betweens be acknowl-
edged and the dialogue materialise.

A dialogue for what? For God's sake, not for
restating their cases. But for an honest give-
and-take.

Legal Cover Due
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puts across some cautionary signals to poten-
tial investors in their home country. It pin-
points the inadequacies of our legal and audit-
ing systems but positively assesses that politi-
cal disturbances are unlikely to be targeted to
business concerns, projects or installations.
The expression of confidence in our political
environment even when it is otherwise prone
to- commotion represents a healthy acknowl-
edgement of a welcoming attitude prevailing
in the country towards foreign investment.
This should even take care of an earlier US
advisory note on a fundamentalist streak here.

This positive view taken on the above
count goes only to reinforce the US em-
bassy's critical observations about our busi-
ness laws being antiquated, methods of set-
tling commercial disputes extremely delay-
prone and auditing practices falling far short
of international standards.

Our government has been aware of these
shortcomings specially when they came to
realise that despite the offering of a highly at-
tractive incentives package to potential in-
vestors they were being put off by the lack of a
legal cover. That's why we have heard the gov-
er that they were
alive to the need for updating the business
laws and reforming the commercial legal
procedures. A new company law came to be

| on the anvil; but on the whole, the reform

process which should have begun right from
the day we had announced the liberalised in-
vestment policy, remains to this day almost a
non-starter.

Since there is a broad unanimity on the
questions of market liberalisation and foreign
investment in the country, a comprehensivé
legal framework should not be difficult to put
in place by a newly-elected government.

Timely Follow-up

Just a month has passed since the Iranian

President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani's visit to

esh that yielded a harvest of MOUs to

't expand the bilateral relations. And look, what

is happening within such a short time to build
up on that pervasive intent expressed by both
sides to provide a fresh impetus to their net-
working for cooperation!
On Sunday, the second session of the Iran-
adesh Joint Commission was held in
Tehran. Our Finance Minister Saifur Rahman
discussed ways and means of implementing
the MOUs with Iranian Foreign Minister Dr
Ali Akbar Velayati. The modalities of Iran's co-
operation in our energy sector was focussed

‘1 upon, this being a pressing matter for

L

As part of the infrastructural approach to
cooperation, Bangladesh has made a deal with
Iran to urgently purchase 60 railway coaches
from her.

Essentially, however, we share the Iranian
Transport Minister Ali Akbar Torkan's em-
phasis on an immediate establishment of air
and shipping links between the two countries.
For, its extended benefit will be the connec-

tion we forge with the CIS countries. s
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-minded mission. This another -

elections

ARTAL (strike] is a

form of protest agai

nst the authorities to
realize certain demands or to
demonstrate disapproval of
certain actions of those
against whom the hartal is
directed. In a labour-
management setting, strike
is the last weapon that the
labour unions may resort to
in their bargaining with the
management. Strike in facto-
ries, industrial or business

| establishments or other en-

terprises is a legitimate ac-
tion by the workers if they
have gone through the legal
process of negotiation and
conciliation and failed to
realize their reasonable de-
mands because of manage-
ment's adamant attitude. The
management on the other
hand has also the legal right
to declare a lock-out if they
consider that the demands of
the workers are illegitimate
and that they have not
followed the process of law
and find it better to shut
down their factory or
establishment than te incur
monetary or other kinds of
loss or hindrance by yielding
to the demands of the
workers. Ultimately it is
through negotiation and con-
ciliation or by arbitration or
courts' decision that such
disputes are resolved.

Political hartal, on the
other hand, is different in na-
ture and take place on politi-
cal issues that concern the
whole nation and raise public
conscience for or against the
demands at issue. The only
way to resolve political har-
tals is to reach understanding
and agreement through dia-

OON after indepen-
dence, there was this
heerik to open ad-

. vertisement firms in the city.

At one stage there were so
many that one needed an
advertisement firm to adver-
tise the advertisement firms.
A sort of Catch 22 situation.
For obvious reasons, some of
them got blacklisted and
many others folded their
business while being in the
grey roster.

Not for nothing though:
because by then there was
this "in" thing called Travel
Agency business. So anybody
who was not travelling him-
self, thought it wise to open a
shop that—-would enable
others to do the jet-setting.
Nobody knew where anyone
was going; until some hood-
winked passengers required
travel agents to book them to
places where they thought
their travel agents had gone
after giving them the slip.

- Then came the blacklisting

in cyclic order, intervention
by Biman and so forth.

I know a good number of

ple from then till now
who would like to blacklist
Biman for the filthy be-
haviour some of their crew
and staff offer in the name of
service in our "paid” home in
the sky. But, that could be
separate story. another chin-
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Ethics of Hartal

by Mohammad Siddiqur Rahman

for
all political parties in observing hartals so that our supreme interest, that is protecting our

logue and negotiation be-
tween the government in
power and the opposition to
resolve the issues that
sparked off the hartals.
Historically political har-
tals started as part of non-co-
operation movement by the
people st the colonial
rulers with the objective of
realizing the goals of self-
government, autonomy or in-
dependence. Since the inter-
ests of the colonial rulers and
the people of the colonies
were diametrically opposite,
hartals were inevitably used
as a major instrument to

demonstrate the united ac-
tion of the people In

protesting against the arbi-
trary action and undemo-
cratic rule of the colomial
powers. The national cause at
that time was to gain free-
dom and | and
the effects of hartals were a
demonstration of protest
against the t and
its failure to govern the coun-
try peacefully. Hartals in the
colonial days were also meant
to make the rulers realise
that they cannot continue to
rule the country denying the
people their aspirations for
democratic rights.

After the independence of
the country and the emer-
gence of Bangladesh the con-
text has changed and the
protection and promotion of
national interest have be-

tar bishoy.

Back to our point of pon-
der, with the number of dis-
gruntled travellers who failed
to travel, growing, Travel
Agencies were closing down
faster than planes taking off
from Dhaka airport.

Somewhere in-between
came the rage of the export-
import business. Motijheel
was teeming with roving ex-
porters and importers, ex-
porting-importing them-
selves out of banks, etc. They
were easily identifiable from
their black briefcases and the
inevitable pack of “triple five"
showing through their silken
shirts.

There has been no study
to reveal whether the adver-
tising firm owners became
travel agents who became
exporters to divert to being
importers and exporters. But,
what is known is that soon
there was another hujug and
the good thing about this was
that our man-about-town had
sufficient experience. You
see, being a exporter in the
recent past automatically
qualified him to trade in
Manpower. The advantage of
this vocation was that by ex-
porting manpower, the ex-
porter could transform into

come the supreme concern
for each and every citizen
and more so for all political
parties and the leaders in a
constitutional and demo-
cratic systemtn. However, in an
autocratic and undemocratic
regime where the govern-
ment is not formed through
the constitutional process by
a fare and free election, har-
tal is recognized as a legiti-
mate instrument to demon-
strate peoples protest
against and disapproval of an
undemocratic government.
In a democratic regime
also hartal remains an in-
strument of protest against
the ruling government to
demonstrate disapproval of
certain actign of the govern-
ment in or to realize
demands in respect of the
political process. But the use
of hartals must, at the same
time, be viewed in
a democratic system of gov-
ermnment so that least harm is
caused to the economy and
the society. Here the objec-
tive should not be to take any
means to oust the govern-
ment which has got the legit-
imacy and the backing of the
people. Hartals should not in
such cases be observed in
such a manner that national
interest is severely damaged
and the life and property ol
the people [or of state) are at

stake. Here the purpose and
the means cannot be the

same as is justified in throw-
ing out colonial rulers.

In a constitutional gov
ernment, hartals may be

construed as a democratic
right, necessary to demon
strate protest and disap
proval and to register public
opinion on certain demands
But, at the same time. hartals
should not be undertaken in
such a manner that the na-
tional economy is severely
damaged and the life of the
community seriously geop-
ardised. According to a
newspaper report (The Daily
Star Nov 11, 1995}, at least
144 hartals ranging from 6
hours to 96 hours were held
between January to 1st Octo-
ber 1995. According to an-
other news report the loss
due to hartal comes to about
250 crore taka per day. The
ill effects of such hartals are
obvious. Classes are closed
hampering education at all
levels, movements of people
is restricted, transportation
of goods is stopped, shops
and business houses are
closed, small income earn-
ers, paddlers, rikshaw-
pullers, home-product sellers
are deprived of their wages
and incomes. Trade and In-
dustry are closed leading to
loss of production;. so no sale
and no exports. The sick
cannot have access to medi-
cal treatment and so on and
so lorth,

Hujuge Bangal
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a powerful man. So, when the
exported man had to be im-
ported back because of de-
frauding, the powerful man
was too full of sway to be
swayed by power-less has-
beens dumped at the Chit-
tagong port by some charita-
ble ship. | wonder why the
Nari Pakhya never demanded
that all this racket should be
referred to as person-power.
After all, many a woman has
been no lesser victims,

Then there was the craze
to open Chinese restaurants
with names that are Chinese
even to the Chinese. So many
newspapers and magazines

were being published that
soon they were short of titles.
[ tell you, someday it will be
very difficult to find a name
for a bank. Of course, if cus-
tomers want to call any of
them names, the supply is
abundant.

Photo-copying machines
at one time in recent history
were installed one per
hour in commercial areas and

price per copy came down by
half. Business is so competi-
tive that in some places, so [
heard the photo-copyist in-
vites you to his wedding if
you order hundred copies or
more. By the way. this photo-
copying culture is in a way
revealing our national occu-
pation of imitating others.

Many went into the gar-
ments fagtory business be-
cajise that was the le demnier
cri. Not all investors in this
sector have had Cinderella
endings. For some, the shoe
was lost forever.

There have been other
fads (some sustaining, others
dead] such as indulging in
fast food restaurants, operat-
ing computer-related ven-
tures, risking head and
shoulders in beauty parlours,
jumping into real estate deal-
ings, playing with kinder-
gartens, purr-fecting fashion
shows, synchronising con-
certs, and so on. The idea is
to do something your neigh-
lbour is doing. Don't worry
about the economics. the

Politics or gambling
Sir , The country has been

. passing through a political
. turmoil since March last year

when all opposition MPs
boycotted the Parliament
demanding holding of elec-
tion under a neutral care-
taker government. Since
then so many hartals have
been observed demanding
the implementation of the

same object. But till now no

solution or a possibility of
solution has been found.
From the beginning of this
crisis, the opposition parties
have been clamouring for a
non-partisan neutral care-
taker governmenlt and the
ruling party have been offer-

ing the opposition to sit and

discuss for resolving the cri-
sis. But nothing came out of
that.

The riggings of the by-
in Mirpur and
Magura indicate that BNP
might indulge in further
rigging if next general elec-
tions are held under its ad-
ministration. Thus the oppo-
sition are claiming to be right
in their own views. On the
other hand the ruling party
states that there is no provi-
sion in the Constitution to
hold the next general elec-
tions under the supervision
of a caretaker government.
From this context, it seems
that they are also right in
their own believes — neither
the government nor the
position want to budge an
inch from their own de-
mands.

Frequent and long-term
non-stop strikes have been
pushing the country to an
uncertainty that will lead to
the failure of social system
and destruction of the econ-
omy. Trade, commerce and
industrial development are
deteriorating gradually. But
the opposition and the ruling
party have no concern about
this. Two leading dailies, one
from India. 'Hindustan

Times' and another from
Pakistan 'Dawn’ have re-
cently criticised in their edi-
torials the political crisis of

Bangladesh.
Md Mustafizur Rahman
Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1209

A small question

Sir, Our media reported
recently that our Communi-
cation Minister has an ambi-
tious plan to link Bangladesh
with China and Singapore
through road communication
network. He is a capable man
and | wish him luck!

Meanwhile, I cannot help
asking him the small ques-
tion as to why the railway
track (one of the finest in the
country!] between Benapole
and Jessore was allowed to
be ruined? Particularly when
Benapole is fast becoming the
largest land-port of the coun-
try. | am sure either he or his
ministry has an answer,

M Imdadul Haque

Dept. of Sociology, Dhaka
University

Bengali dubbing of
English drama
serial

Sir, 1 do not understand
what prompted the BTV au-
thority to introduce the Ben-
gali dubbing of English drama
serial titled Time Trax' and
'‘Dark Justice.' Both the seri-
als in English were accept-
able to the viewers.

Moreover, the BTV has in-
troduced the Bengali dubbing
at a time when everybody is
emphasising upon the impor-
tance of learning English to
keep pace with the modern
world. If we see the ZEE TV,
ATN. we can understand the

magnitude of English learn-
ing in eur neighbouring
country. It is observed aver-
age people Iin India can
communicate well in English.
The English drama serial was
a source to watch and learn

English. Many of our boys and
girls were trying to under-
stand the mode of English

speaking. Listening to
English conversations helps a
great deal in learning
English. These two drama
serials though popular are
not anything of historical im-
portance. Bengali dubbing
will not help anything to
learn about the episode.
Some of the Hindi dramas
have been dubbed in Bengali.
Some of the stories are his-
torical in nature and very
much known to us. As such
this dubbing has not bored
us, But in the Time Trax and
Dark Justice exact meaning
of English dialogues have not
perhaps been maintained.

The lip-sync also is not
always correct. Moreover, the
sound system seems to be
defective. It would have been
better to give sub-title in
Bengali keeping the English
voice intact. That would have
helped the viewers to learn
English as well as enjoy the
movie. The BTV authority can
taken a sample survey on the
subject from the genuine
viewers and take the appro-
priate course of action.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury

Sonali Bank H.O. Dhaka
Suggestions for
political parties

Sir, The opposition polit-
ical parties have once again
imposed hartals to press
home their demands.

This year the country has
already sustained heavy eco-
nomic loss due to draught
and flood. In this situation if
frequent hartals are observed
then the entire economy of
this poor nation may be crip-
pled for ever.

So, it is sincerely ex-
pecied that the democratic
government will take prag-
matic measures to resolve
political crisis by holding dia-
logue with the opposition and
by adopting appropriate ac-

lion plan towards ensuring
political stability which is an
indispensable factor for
bringing about progress and
development to this country.
All the parties should give
priority to the national inter-
ests and welfare ignoring
their political race.

M Zahiduwl Haque

Asstt Prof, BAl, Dhaka

Islamia Eye Hospital

Sir, It is a good news that
the government has consti-
tuted an enquiry committee
for the recent infections that
led to unwanted extraction of
eyes ol patients in the Islamia
Eye Hospital. | had served in
this hospital for about five
years and have seen how Dr.
Mostafizur Rahman has
turned the character of the
hospital from charitable one
to a profitable and practising
clinic. It is sad that only
seven or eight doctors are
taking the full advantage of
this depriving other doctors,
staffs. Many such enquiries
have taken place in the past
but without any result.

I hope this time the gov-
ernment will take a serious
step and bring the culprits to
task.

Sk Md Abdul Matin

Farmgate, Dhaka

BR efficiency

Sir, The new Railway Au-
thority is not likely to im-
prove efficiency, "Old wine in
a new bottle." Reminds us of
the creation of DESA from
PDB.

A percentage of senior
staff may be retired to break
the cartel inside. and change
the climate. Foreign consul-
tants may be made available
laterally, as three Bengalees
never concern.

Slogan: 1) "Show profit or
get out." 2) "Reduce fare and
remain profitable. "

A Passenger
Dheikeni

e

While recognising hartal
as a democratic right, there
is a need for certain ethics to
be followed by all political
parties in observing hartals
so that our supreme interest,
that is protecting our na-
tional economy and social
stability. is not seriously dis-
turbed and harmed and nor-
mal life of individuals and the
community is not severely
dislocated, causing miseries
to the people.

it is, therefore, imperative
in our national interest, for
all political parties, to
formulate and agree on a
Code of Ethics for political
hartals. Some ideas about
such a Code of Ethics
hartals are given below :

1, Hartals should not be
called for more than 6 hours
a day.

2. Continuous or lagatar
hartals should be avoided:;

3 Essential services like

water supply. gas supply.

hospitals, clinics, medical
services. doctors. food-shops
and restaurants. medical

stores, fire service, newspa-
pers, transportation and
burial of dead, etc may be ex-
empted (Already some ex-
emptions are in force);

4. Major export industries
like garments, jute and other
export-oriented industries
should be exempted.

5. Operations at interna-

ports should be exempted.
International air passengers
should be allowed to travel
fromm home to airport and
vice-versa.

6. Train services, long
distance bus and
steamer/launch services

lowed access to hospital,
clinics and other medical

are found to ply).

9. All kinds of wviclence
should be avoided by all par-
ties concerned.

Normally other means of
protest like public meetings.
processions, demonstrations,
hunger-strike. media-public-
ity etc should be resorted to
for securing political de-

E

The above is only an idea.

The important thing is for
the political leaders and so-
cial thinkers of all shades of

tional and democratic sys-

The writer is former Cabi-

tional maritime ports and air net Secretary.

ee

demand, the supply. the
fund. the bank, the sale, the
market, etc. If the idiot next
door can make money selling
potatoes. why should you sell
apples?

In the past, Bengali hujugs

often meant financial losses
for the hujugee and those
who were hujug-ed. But, a
very unfortunate recent trend
has resulted in bodily harm
to the victims. The over-en-
thusiasm of some policemen
to indulge contemporane-
ously In sexual assaults on
'people they are paid to pro-
tect is a very black chapter in
the country's history. The
matter came to light with the
barbarous murder of Yasmeen
at Dinajpur after she was

picked up by three police-
men, followed by the inhu-
man torture of Marzina at
Chuadanga again by some po-
licemen. Then there was the
devilish incident at Dhaka's
Botanical Garden where some
policemen tried to violate the
wife of an employee. And,
who can be blamed for sus-
pecting that all the incidents
are not reported in newspa-
pers?

It apparently looks like
one policeman trying to bet-
ter the other, but for the
wrong medal. If only the ma-
jority of policemen emulated
some of the brave, sincere
and dutiful ones. The same

that occurs in a
huwjug seems to be
here. Somebody should
check their diet. It could be
something they are eating.

OPINION

s

Not Another Algeria,
Please!

[ am a worried man. | have
studiously read all the advices
given to the position and op-
position, in other words, to
Begum Khaleda Zia and
Sheikh Hasina. The Ilatter
wants to boot out the former
for a Caretaker Government
under a neutral person. Let
us suppose that we bring God
himself down to be that per-
son. | may please be excused
to call God in because Lhe
very very distinguished Chief
Justice could not satisfy a de-
feated leader, she accused
him also to have taken re-
course to subtle devices
(Sukkha karchupi) to defeat
her party. The Chief Justice
did a thankless job, none but
God can be unaffected by
that. hence we need Him.
May be there will be no
"karchupft".

Let us assume that an
election satisfactory to every
one has taken place, no mud
slinging, no challenges as "I
can enthrone and dethrone a
Prime Minister" is shouted
from the rooftop. At this
stage we are all happy. From
all signs it appears that no
one party will get two-third
majority. There is no harm in
dreaming. The extra-consti-
tutional methods taken to
hold the dream election will
have to be ratified by the Par-
liament. Let us assume again
on the basis of opposition
claim that Begum Zia's party
has lost popularity and gets
only 111 seats as against last
election score of 144. One
cannot expect that Begum Zia
would be so generous as to
cooperate with the strange
friends of convenience i.e.
Jatiya Party, Jamaat and the
Awami League. The allies
have different cards to play,
Jatiya Party to release Er-
shad, Jamaat to declare
Bangladesh as Islamic Repub-
lic and Awami League the
Prime Ministership. Will
Awami League, the major
player, agree to release Er-
shad, forgetting the taunting
remarks the Leader of the

tion made on the floor
of the House for not sending
him to Dhaka Jail cell from
comfortable former resi-
dence of British High Com-
missioner and/or declare an
islamic Republic by entomb-
ing the much vaunted Secu-

QII"II‘I‘I? From the present

jib's assassination trial — giv-

mood ol the Leader of the Al-
lies she is capable of doing
anything for the sake of un-
seating Begum Zia. As it has
been said above, BNF needs
only 111 seats to frustrate
Sheikh Hasina's programme
of humiliating Begum Zia.
Who will be blamed? Begum
Zia for not cooperating bliss-
fully forgetting that she was
kicked and bullied right and
left.

You Sir, personally and ed-
itorially, spared no pains to
get the Prime Minister and
the Leader of the Opposition
to sit across the table to
thrash out the problems in-
cluding post-election chaos.
However, | must confess, it

to me that your bal-
ance of judgement tilted in
favour of the tion, it
was perhaps natural on your
part if you thought them to
be aggrieved party. Resigna-
tion from the Parllament was
an immature act, the same
miscalculation "that BNP will
get only 10 seats” and seek-
ing 200 seats for Sheikh Mu-

ing that amme a charac-
ter of a plebiscite. People did
not give 100 seats even, to
AL. This kind of immaturity
may not be repeated, hope-

No democracy based on
party system is free from
corruption, to run a viable
party one needs money and
patronisation is the rule.
rather than an exception. In-
spite of being out of power
for two decades, Awami
League could maintain the
party at the roots level be-
cause its followers believed in
certain fundamentals. Must
the leaders of today's Awami
League sacrifice them to coa-
lesce with the father of graft
and debauchery and the man
whom they wanted to hang
for crime against freedom
and liberty. If evil they must
choose, they must try to un-
derstand that BNP is a lesser
evil than either of the vipers
they are fraternising with Let
us amend the constitution
first then hold the election,
otherwise one does not know
what will have to be sacri-
ficed. Let Awami League nol
help sow the seed of another

Algeria

A frustrated friend qf the
Jounders ofdu-nnulmtj




