DHAKA MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13,

Dhaka Day by Day
Airport Adventures

by Reeli Trooli

How many Dhaka Day by Days and various
other opinion pieces have been written about
the shock and trauma of foreigners arriving
in Dhaka, stepping out of Zia International
Airport, and being mobbed by the unruly
crowds waiting there? Stories of being scul
fled by scooter-wallas, tackled by taxi-drivers.
buffeted by beggars and touted and hustled to
within an inch of their lives were not few.

Well, don't believe everything you read!

Recently returning from India, a compara-
tive experience was a real eye-opener. Rela-
tive to the airports of our subcontinental
neighbour, our own demure terminal is a
breeze. Step out with your luggage trolley
and, yes, there are countless expectant faces
waiting eagerly for parents or offspring, un-
cles and aunts, friends. in-laws or spouses
And, yes, it can
be a bit discon-
certing when. |
etlagged or dis-
orientated from
your excursion
into the clouds.
you find yourself
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shout or call as you will never be heard. So,
you wail patiently with your luggage. trying to
signal, waving and making faces to attract his
attention, while surrounded by beggars, touts,
curious spectators, sneering children and
fighting scooter-wallas.

These are all too common scenes al most
Indian transport terminals. You may choose
the luxury of flying. but once you step outside
the airport. you're back down to earth with a
crash.

After such experiences, landing in Dhaka
can actually be a refreshing change. Most
foreigners are usually greeted inside the air-
port by those waiting to usher them into a
private vehicle, with the minimum of hassle.
Those of us being met by relatives or friends
will walk onto the ratsed platform outside, a
calm island of
concrete free of
inrmoil amid the
crowd, and wait
until they spot
you or you spot
lhem. OK, so you
[eel a bit like a
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at the centre of
rapt attention
from a large
number of com

plete strangers.
In front of such a
captive audience
you may well get
an inexplicable
urge to burst into
a song and dance
routine or, worse, f{eel suddenly paranoid that
after going through customs and getting your
bags checked, your underwear is now trailing
out of your suitcase on display to the
appreciative crowds.

However, after only a minute or so of
dazed blinking and embarrassed self
consciousness, you're soon back to your
senses and ready for the onslaught awaiting
you (after checking that all your
undergarments are quite safely tucked away
inside your suitcase, that is).

You may well expect to be dragged by the
elbow by some taxi-driver firing rapid ques-
tions at you — “"Hotel? Where coming from?
Which country? You want to buy carpet? My
brother's shop is on the way to hotel ...°
while his friend makes a grab for your luggage
and swiftly sticks it into the boot before
you've even had the chance to open your
mouth and inform these eager chaps that, no
thank you, you don't need a hotel and you're
not here to buy carpets.

Or perhaps you're expecting a queue of
people the end of which disappears out of
sight somewhere on the horizon, while
twenty taxis are lined up conveniently next to
the kerb, but none of them with drivers.

Perhaps, even, you are the unwitting cause
of the fight taking place between two
scooter-wallas surrounded by onlookers
feet away. One of them was ﬁﬂ%m

were about to get into his ic
tlm the normal fare when the other
scooter-walla tried to undercut him by offer-
ing to take you for only double the normal
price. Meanwhile. entirely unaware of this
whole interaction. you finally spot your friend
who is supposed to pick you up, but is late
because of traffic. Searching frantically, he
hasn't spotted you yet among the dense mass
of people, but you realise it is hopeless to

Seed laboratory at BAU

caged specimen
at the zoo, as
hundreds of un-
known people's
friends and rela-
tives, waiting on
the other side of
the barrier, en-
tertain them-
selves by assess-
ing you and your
luggage. But it really is a small price to pay for
not being tussled to death.

If, on the other hand, you are arriving un-
expectedly and are prepared to take a taxi or
scooter into the city, the politeness of the
scoote.-.valla or taxi-driver may at first over-
whelm you after your encounters in India.
They will not shout at you while maniacally
gesturing to rival drives what will happen to
them if they come anywhere near you. On the
contrary, they will approach calmly calling
you apa/bhai, they will clear the way for you
through the crowd. Don't panic, this is nor-
mal behaviour. Word of warning: do not be so
grateful for this normal behaviour that you
immediately empty your wallet and offer the
driver US S 50. He will not stop being nor-
mal/polite if you firmly declare you will be
paying the normal fixed fare, which in fact
will be made known to you by all if by any un-
likely chance a rogue scooter/taxi walla al-
tempts to fix an exorbitant fare.

Unbelievable, is it not? Too good to be
true after a month, or however long, in India
battling the forces of do or be done by.

But really. in the normal course of events
there is little to grumble about. Dhaka airport
may not offer the ease, luxury and comfort of
JFK or Heathrow. There's a world of differ-
ence between such places and our own small
biit international terminal that cannot be ig-
nored or disthissed, true. But then, there's a
world of difference. which goes without say-
ing, between such countries and ours that
cannot be ignored or dismissed. Thankfully,
however, there is also a difference between

our humble airport and what may be regarded
as the less humble (but definitely more of a
jumble} airports of our great neighbouring
nation.

Dhakaslected

A "seed pathology labora-
tory" will be set up at the
Bangladesh Agricultural Uni-
versity in Mymensingh with
the financial assistance from
Denmark, reports UNB.

Vice-Chancellor Prof Shah
Mohammad Farook was the
chief guest at the foundation
laying ceremony of the labo-
ratory on Wednesday.

Noted seed pathologist of
the sub-continent and the VC
of Khulna University Prof
Mohammad Golam Ali Fakir
attended the function as
special guest.

Prof Shah Mohammad Fa-
rook in his speech stressed
the need for preserving

geeds in a sophisticated way

to ensure quality crops.

Prof Golam Ali Fakir
termed the establishment of
the seed laboratory as a mile-
stone in the development of
the country's agriculture.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Project Director
Prof Abdul Momin, Prol H
Ashrafuzzman and Engineer
M Rahmatullah. Dean of the
Agriculture Faculty Dr Mo
hammad Idris presided.

The estimated cost of the
project is Tk three crore.
with a Danish grant of more
than Tk two 2 crore. The
rest Tk 55 lakh will be pro-
vided by the government of

Bangladesh.

WFP member

Bangladesh has been

elected member of the Exec-
utive Council (EC) of the
World Food Programme
(WFP) for a period of two
years. reports BSS.

In the election held at the
council meeting of the FAO
Bangladesh defeated Syria by
32 16 voles.

The other countries which
have been elected WFP mem-
bers are: Barkina Faso, Bu-
rundi, Algeria, Nigeria, China,
Brazil, El-Salvador, Haiti,
Cuba, France, Germany, Aus-
tralia. Canada. The Nether-
lands, USA and Albenia.

Awami League general secretary Zillur Rahman addressing a rally in front of the

Jatiya Press Club during hartal hours yesterday.
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Shomoy’s street drama
festival from Dec 1

By Staff Correspondent

Shomoy — a cultural or-
ganisation has organised a
week-long street drama fes-
tival on the War of Liberation
beginning December 1.

The festival will be held at
the Central Shaheed Minar
everyday from December 1 to
7. Noted freedom fighter Dr.
Abdul Alim will inaugurate
the festival while Robi Niogi,
an associate of Surya Sen will

attend the programme as.

Workshop on
AIDS projects

The Salvation Army,
Bangladesh organised a
workshop on 'Transferable
Concepts in a Community De-
velopment Response to HIV
fAIDS at the Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Council
[BARC) auditorium recently,
says a press release.

The AIDS Technical Assis-
tance Team from the head-
guarters of the International
Salvation Army conducted
the five-day workshop.

Representatives from Jes-
sore and Khulna zone at-
tended the workshop.

chief guest.

Twenty-eight drama
groups from outside the
capital will also part]cipat: in
the festival.

There will be a display of
books, documents and pho-

tographs on the liberation

war from 10 am to 4 pm ev-
eryday. A painting competi-
tion for children will also be
held on December 7.

Call to make CSYO
more dynamic

The Commonwealth Stu-
dent and Youth Organisation
(CSYO) called for making the
organisation more dynamic,
pragmatic and up-to-date,
reports UNB.

The CSYO organised a
meeting in the city Saturday
marking the biennial summit
at Auckland in New Zealand.

CSYO president K M N
Monzurul Haq Lablu presided.

The meeting urged the
Commonwealth leaders to
pay attention on various mat-
ters including providing
higher number of scholar-
ships for the students of
mrrnker countries.
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Bomb attack on
B Chy's clinic
condemned

The Kotwali thana unit of

(BNP) yesterday held a meet-
ing in protest against "bomb
attack” on the innocent peo-
ple and on the clinic of party
leader Prof A Q M Badrud-
doza Chowdhury, reports
BSS.

The speakers urged the
people to resist this sort of
violences.

Later, a protest procession
was brought out which
parading through the city
streets ended in front of the
Jativa Press Club.

Jativatabadi Muktiiodd]
Dal

Chief adviser of Bangla-
desh Jatiyatabadi Muktijodd-
ha Dal Communications
Minister Oli Ahmed, presi-
dent State Minister for Youth
and Sports Sadek Hossain
and general secretary Dr
Aminul Huq yesterday con-
demned the attack.

They called upon all to be
careful so that such acts were
not repeated.

Nat'l Democratic
Foundation

Meanwhile National De-
mocratic Foundation in a
press release yesterday con-
demned the attack.

Asaduzzaman Ripon,
president, execytive commit-
itee of the foundation, ex-
‘pressed deep concern at the
incident.

Zia Forum

Zia Forum, Dhaka city
committee, yesterday con-
demned bomb attack on the
clinic of Prof B Chowdhury.

In a statement, president
and general secretary of the
forum demanded immediate
arrest and punishment to
those responsible for the at-
tack.

The forum leader ob-
served that the attack was

part of the conspiracy to foil
the democratic process.
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Rotary

Club of Dilkusha: The regular
meeting of the club will be held. Venue: Purbani Hotel.
Time: 5:30 pm. ' '

Press conference: A press conference of the Jatiya -
Party will be held. Venue: House A/, Guishan 2. Time:

5:00 pm.

Diabetic Association of

esh: e

body will hold a press conference. Venue: BIRDEM, Room

No 227. Time: 4:30 pm.

French film show: The film Richard et Cosima will
be screened. Venue: Alliance Francaise auditorium. Time:

8:30 pm.

Lions Club of Dhaka Pallabi: The club has

organised a seminar on 'Educated Nation Prosperous
Future.' A rally will follow. Venue: Harokandi Govt Primary

School. Time: 10:00 am.

Discussion on Hazrat Fatima: the cuitural
Centre of Iran has arranged the discussion on the occasion
of the birth anniversary of Hazrat Fatima Zahra. Venue:

Iranian Cutturj.ttl Centre.

Bangladesh Nationalist Party.

Role of govt, NGOs to protect
environment stressed

Speakers at a function
here Friday stressed on
joint initiatives of govern-
ment and non-government
organisations to protect envi-
ronment from fast degrada-
tion, reports BSS.

They said, the government
alone could not tackle such a
vast sector and stop degrada-
tion of environment but non-
government organisations
must come forward with a
missionary zeal to save the
nation from such an adverse
effect.

Secretary of the Ministry
of Forest and Environment
Sayed Marghub Murshed was
the chief guest on the occa-
sion which marked the cer-
tificate-awarding cermony of
the 'training on investigative
reporting on environment is-
sues' held at the National
Press Club here.

Bangladesh Environment
Lawyers’' Association (BELA)
organised the training course
last month which was partic-
ipated by 13 reporters from
various dailies and weeklies
of the city.

ADMISSION GOING ON

Add

Dawn Grammar School

Play Group — 'O’ level
Contact : Principal Mrs Yasmeen Sadiq
Tele: 603796, 601621
: Road 35/37

House No -36
Gulshan

OBIT1 IAR‘Y

Mrs. Maniza Husain, 85 years
Late

. wife of
Khan Szlhlh Muhmnmacl

Najmuddin Husain, retired Divisional
Inspector of Schools died on Friday
10th November 1995 at 8:00 P.M. of

old age complications.

mourn her death.

She left
behind 3 sons and 4 daughters to
Qul Khani of Late
Mrs. Husain will be held on Monday,
November 13th after Maghreb Prayers

at the family home at 3/1-D Purana Pallan Dhaka. All

relatives, friends and well-wishers are
Qul Khani and pray for her departed

ted to attend the

Sons & Daughters of
Late Mrs. Maniza Husain

'[huz-f uf Arnw Staff Lleut.anant General Abu Saleh

Mohammad Nasim, Bir Bikram, handing over the
regimental colour t.n the Mrittunjoyi Pochish, a battal-
ion of the East Bengal Regiment, at the Jessore Can-

tonment yesterday.

— ISPR photo
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At Reliance Your Security
(Comes ‘First

EXPERIENCE * STRENGTH * SECURITY

RELIANCE
INSURANCE

LIMITED

BSB BUILDING, 8 RAJUK AVENUE

DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH

Phone PABX - 240106-6 235080
Telex 671188 RIL BJ




