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Ghanis on verge

of extinction

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ. Nov | |:Hand
operated mini oil mills popu-
larly known as

‘Ghani’ are on verge of
extinction due to manifold
problems including govern-
ment patronisation and fail-
ing to compete with mecha-
nised oil mills.

In was learnt that about
10,000 people of nine thanas
in Sirajganj district were in
‘Ghani’ profession. Following
mushroom of mecha-
nised oil mills, the '‘Ghani’
are on verge of extinction.
The Ghanis are run by man-
power and cattleheads. About
13 kilograms of oil could be
collected by crushing 40 kgs
of oil seeds. In the mecha-
nised mills, rate of
ment is 15 kgs of oil from lﬂ
kgs of oil seeds. System of
adulteration is also compara-
tively easier in the mecha-
nised mills than the Ghanis.

Besides, this sector does not
get any government patroni-
sation including bank loans.
Edible oil produced in the
machines are comparatively
cheaper than the Ghani

products.

In the past the Ghani
owner supplied mustard oil
in the villages by vendoring.

were in the profession
hereditarily. Failing to com-

pete the machines, 80 per
cent of the Ghanis have been
closed down in Serajganj dis-
trict and the professional oil
men have changed this tradi-

tional profession.

While visited some village
areas in Kazipur, Belkuchi

and Kamarkhanda thanas re-
cently in search of ‘Ghani’, it
was observed that the pro-
fessional oil men are now
selling edible oil as the
agents of mechanised oil
mills. In remote areas,
machine products are sold by
professional oilmen in dis-
guise of 'Ghani’ products.

When contacted, once fa-
mous, Ghani owners told
this correspondent that no
bank loan is available for this
sector of age-old cottage in-
dustry. Some ‘ghani’ were
found runnthg in village Chala
and Garamashi in Belkuchi
thana.

The concerned owners
told that a number of se-
lected customers are still
purchasing their oil. But the
number of such customers
are decreasing day-by-day.

The professional oilmen
have appealed to the author-
ity to take steps for saving
the age old oil producing sec-

tor by sanctioning bank loans
and other assistances.

JESSORE, Nov 11: In a bid
to protect export-oriented
garment industry from ruina-
tion in the country, working
hours per day in all offices at
Benapole Land Port have
been increased by additional
five hours more recently, this
decision was taken by local
authority, said a source. The
decision came into effect
from October 29 last.

According to information
progress in business activi-
ties in the port offices is now
almost double particularly in
cargo handling, off-loading
and shipment. All these ac-
count for this new decision,
said another source.

It was reported that
Bangladesh Garment Manu-
facturers and Exporters As-
sociation (BGMEA) has urged
upon opposition parties to
keep Benapole Port outside
the purview of hartal.

It may be mentioned here
that lions share quantity of
raw-materials Including
cloth, yarn and other inputs
needed for garment manufac-
turing are imported from
India through Benapole Port.

According to unofficial
statistics, nearly two hundred
trucks carrying imported
cargo, leave Benapole_for dif-

ferent places in the country
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From Atiur Rahman

every day. This is not enough,
said one trader. But on the
other hand, it is impossible
for both the Customs and
Port Authority personnel to
release loaded trucks more
than this number daily with
their limited manpower and
resources.

Reports received from
various sources indicate that
most of the time huge num-
ber of loaded trucks carrying
imported goods remain
stranded on the other side in
India following heavy rush of
trucks awaiting off-loading at

Against this backdrop, the
industries that depend on
raw-materials imported from
India are suffering immense
financial losses. It was also al-
leged that lack of capacity of
Port Authority to release im-
ported cargo on priority basis
generates problem for im-
porters compelling to pay
penalties in the form of extra
payment for warehouse and
truck charges for no fault of
their own.

Besides, frequent hartals
called by he opposition par-
ties have aggravated the situ-

ation and delivery of raw-

materials from the port on
priority basis has become
most irregular, a source in-
formed.

There is no denying the
fact that extension of daily
working hours till 10 pm at
the port has brought some
positive results for these of-
fices. But no material benefit
has been obtained yet as their
Indian counterparts were
still maintaining their normal
office hours. The time of of-
fice-hours has only been ex-
tended in Bangladesh side of

Benapole Port effective
October 29 last.

A new problem has
emerged on Indian side at
Bongaon, Sub-Divisional
Headquarters of North 24
Parganas district. A group of
labour union workers is al-
legedly obstructing move-
ment of any traffic. not to
speak of loaded trucks, to-
wards Benapole Port after
sunset. This has been their
daily routine, reports reach-
ing Jessore say. This device
of the labour union group is
also hampering easy and reg-
ular import of raw materials
including gangi cloth for
hosiery industry. It was re-
ported that all raw-materials
worth Taka seventy-five lakh,
being imported by a dying
and printing factory named
Rahim Textile, have been
held up in the truck-jam on
Indian side recently. Rahim
Textile supplies clothes to
export oriented government
industries in the country and

other raw-materials to
hosiery industries in
Narayanganj, the source
added.

Incidentally, State Minis-
ter for shipping, Shahjahan
Siraj visited Benapole land
port on Nov 2 last to acquaint
himself of the problems the
importers ‘were facing. Dur-
fhg discussion with im-
porters, C&F agents and local
leaders he directed the con-
cerned authority to arrange
immediate shipment of yarn,
garment cloths, be-
sides the perishable goods.
This may defuse the truck
jam on the other side. He as-
sured of taking up the prob-
lems with Indian authority,
the source said.
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42 UD cases recorded
in Sylhet last month

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Nov 11: There
were atleast reports of 42

achang thana of Habiganj dis-
trict was bitten by a pye-dog

The Berily Star 9

-
To facilitate handling of more cargo

Working hours 1n all offices at
Benapole Port 1increased
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~ Govt of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Office of the Executive Engineer
PWD E/M Division-ViII, d

Sher-e-Banglanagar, Dhaka
Memo No EM-7-126/1728 Dated, Dhaka 31.10.95

‘Notice Inviting Tender |
No 35/1995-96

Tenders under sealed cover for the undermentioned work are hereby invited in Bangladesh Form No 2911

| from PWD enlisted special Class/1st Class EM Contractor/Lift manufacturer or their local agents having

installation, Imng and commissioning u*e maintenance of
and also having VAT registration.

experience in successful completion of supply,
minimum 1 No (One) of 3 stop 100 kg lifts for at least One (1

S | Name of work Amount for Ear- Tmnlbmdfornmﬂﬁm
No nest mone of the work
| 1. Supply, installation & commissioning of 2% (Two per cent) 1) Supply, installation, testing
= 1 No. 3 stop 100 Kg capacity service lift of the total quoted & commissioning of the lifts
(Dumb waiter) in the Shahid Sarwardi amount mﬂ-md g?xmw
ital at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka. issuing :
L ,Eijoperﬂonmif:m
& servicing of the lift for 1
{Om}mﬂﬂm*q

The tenders will be received in the tender box placed in the office of the Executive Engineer, PWD

| mmuwmmmwwwmmmmmmmm Dhaka on

30.11.95 up to 12.00 Noon and the tender will be opened on the same day at 12.30 PM in presence of the
tammmmmmmmlﬂkahmmpm

0l | WATEPTIR ol 23- y3-ae¥e ,@"‘T » w i mﬁ‘ﬁ unnatural deaths (UD) in Syl- and died on October 14. On The intending firms with aforesaid experience will have to take permission from the Additional Chief
. ufve wavm s ot ke POt Mﬁ‘ ﬂgfhﬂﬂﬂr MTI?;;ﬁ;m the same day Sha hﬂ-’;m ||l Engineer (E/M), PWD, Dhaka for purchasing tender by submitting application along with experience certificate
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| | Police Stations. Of the total.  Nabiganj thana took poi- |Higid ofice at free of cost), VAT registration certificate, agency ceftificate/enlistment registration-book etc.
00| TR 2.0% TR SrewiR FEE ardd, anfeRfs, sMR-<r WAt @ = || | 19 were killed in road  sonous wine and died. {Mmmw}mmmmﬂmmwwmmmammm tender.
mishaps, 8 were killed in the Eight year old boy Abdul
TD-R M/ -w6rn s R e g IRre VR hiatide of choniat groind, 3 T oie heiten o deatnat N Murmmrgﬁ p:imﬁ-lm ?;nmmmﬁfmw on payment of Tk 775/- Edms;;li
g (o= T W eutem e wenfre whref wermR were electrocuted and 3 yjllage Islampur of Sylhet ||| hundred seventy five) only (Non-relu il xecutive Engineer, PWD
» m ‘ﬁt‘f LE1e - committed suicide. Two uadaﬁ' on Uctﬂb:r 15 \{fh:n | Division/Mechanical Workshop Division/'Wood Workshop Divn/E/M Division-VIIIVIVN/VINVIVII, Dhaka during
AYG ( drowned, one died of dog Hasina Begum, 23, died || office hours up 0 29.11.95 last. of the total amount in the of of any
[ o= L2l ol bite. one by taking poisonous mysteriously at Sheikhghat Eamest Money @2% (Two per cent) of the quoted in the shape GD."SW
o¢ | R g iR @ Gifotn Ry 3 B wine and Another  DHer-  sroncl Seilict fown: o IMMﬁﬂmﬁmmmﬂw,dME,mmgw PWD EM Division-VIl, Dhaka shall have to
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s g il . was run over by a three der Biswanath thana on Oc- || AKM Shafi
| . wheeler motor bike, mishuk tober 18. Mihir Dey, 34, was Executive Engineer,
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