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ew Horizon of Development | ¥
From Buriganga Bridges |

The river Buriganga is
flowing by the southern side
of the Dhaka city. The expan-
sion of the city on its north-
ern side is taking place with
out any natural obstruction.
But due to the presence of
the river Buriganga, expan
sion towards sought of the
Dhaka city could not take
place. Due to' lack of proper
communication system,
places like Zinjira. Kerani-

situated at the opposite
| of the river Buriganga
tould not be developed prop-
‘erly. Daily about half a million
of people used to cross the
river Buriganga by boats from
the surrounding areas for
their daily business in Dhaka
city. A considerable amount
of time was wasted in this
way and sometimes these
people faced accidents. The
road sub-sector is becoming
increasingly important in
Bangladesh. To overcome the
constraints, government have
adopted a policy to build up
bridges on important river
gaps of the national, regional
highways-and thana roads.

A new horizon in com-
munication infrastructure of
the country opened with the
completion of the Bangla-
desh-China Friendship bridge
over Buriganga in February,
1989. The Ilength of the
bridge is 847.32 metre. The
total construction cost came
to Tk 108 crore, out a which
Tk 58 crore was provided by
China and the balance of Tk
50 crore was borne by the
Bangladesh government. The
bridge was a long-felt
necessity for both extending
the Dhaka city on the other
side of the river Buriganga
and for improving the road

By AS M Nurunnabi

road gaps still left unfinished
The bridge has also been ex
ercising a considerahle 1

pact on the development of
(he areas adjoining the high

way. such as Sreenagar Zin

jira, Keraniganj, Nawabganj,
and Dohar. The potentialities
of the bridge in the develop-
ment of the areas served by
the new highway are yet to be
fully realised. Yet the impor

tance of the first bridge over
Buriganga cannot be overem

phasised.

With a view to reaping
greater benefits from com
mumnication with the southern
side of the Buriganga river,
construction of a second
Buriganga bridge at Babuba
zar., has been undertaken.
The second bridge will be
304-metre long. Late pres.
ident Ziaur Rahman laid the
foundation stone of Lthe
bridge at the  location in
1981].

The main objective of
the project is to provide bet-
ter road communication for
the people living in the other
side of the river Buriganga.
The proposed bridge will
establish an easy link be-
tween Dhaka city and Zinjira
and Keraniganj. The Zinjira
erid approach of this bridge
will be linked with the
Dhaka-Mowa Road and Zin-
jira-Keraniganj-Dohar road.
The development work at the
other end of the river will be
accelerated and transporta-
tian cost of agricultural prod-
ucts from these areas to the
city will be reduced. Tempo-
rary employment opportunity
will be created for the poor-
est section of the society. As
a result, socio-economic
condition of the areas will be

link with lhﬂ southern Pﬂl't of dﬂrglﬂpgd The prﬂjmt is ex-

the country.

A total of 149 Chinese
experts worked in the pro-
ject from the Chinese side
and 22 engineers from the
Roads and Highways Depart-
ment of the Bangladesh gov-
ernment were directly asso-
ciated with the construction
of the bridge. It has con-

the Dhaka-Khulna highway
which has so far been com-
pleted up to Bhanga with a
couple of bridges on some

"

AUCKLAND, Nov 10: Com-
monwealth leaders conde-
mned French nuclear testing
today in a hard-hitting state-
ment that provoked a furious
reaction by British Prime
Minister John Major, reports
Reuter.

With Britain dissenting,
leaders of the 52-strong
.group said the tests had
caused widespread anger and
urged their immediate cessa-
tion.

Major, who had earlier
made a powerful defence of
France's reasons for resum-
ing testing in French Polyne-
sia, was visibly angered by the
communige.

'l think that what they
have got in their statement is
factually inaccurate, intellec-
tually inconsistent and unbal-
anced and | haven't signed up
for that and they know that.

"I've made it perfectly
clear, | think the view that
has been expressed by our
Commonwealth colleagues is
just plain wrong — just plain
wrong.”" he told reporters at
the end of the summit's first

C'wealth call to stop
French N-test

‘consistent with the under-

pected to the completed by
1996-97.

Some observers are of
the opinion that a third
bridge over Buriganga may be
necessary in the near future
at the point Katasur in Dhaka
city to establish proper links
with proposed new satellite
townships to be set up on the

tributed to the opening up of sther side. When the pro-

posed new townships come
inte being, about 15 lakh
people will be benefited, ac-
cording to them.

day of talks.

By contrast., Australian
Foreign Minister Bareth
Evans, whose country has
spearheaded protests against
the French tests, was pleased
with the statement.

‘IU's exactly what we
wanted.” he told reporters.

Although the comMmunique
mentioned no country by
name, the leaders’ anger was
clearly directed at France —
and to a lesser extent China

See also page B

—for pressing on with nu-
clear testing in the teeth of
almost universal opposition
in the South Pacific.

"The overwhelming major-
ity of heads of government
condemned this continued

nuclear testing which was in-'

taking given by the nuclear
weapons states to exercise
utmost restraint so as not to
affect the ongoing negotia-
tions for the conclusion of
the comprehensive test ban
treaty in 1996," the commu-
nique said.

DSE trading dull
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may take place from 1 pm-
one hour after the hartal time
is over. '

"But everything is uncer-
tain. People fear that there
might be widespread vio-
lence in the coming week
and therefore they are likely
to stay home. A good number
of investors have left Dhaka
and they will not come back
before the next week”, a DSE
official said.

He claimed that due to
hartals this year, production
in the DSE enlisted indus-
' tries were affected. "Last
year, earnings per share of

es were Tk 30.

many compani
But I doubt it will be the
same this year." he added.

A total of 11,72,782
shares and debentures worth
Tk 23.22.96,089.75 were
traded last week against
14,16,085.75 sharés and

debentures worth Tk
29.81,18, 689.75 in the
week

The daily average volume

of trading last week was 2.34

lakh worth an average value

of Tk 4.64 crores against the

previous week's 2.36 lakh
worih Tk 4.96 crore.

: Some 494 issues having

157 gainers and 229 losers
were traded last week against
617 issues having 236 gain-
ers and 295 losers in the
previous week.

A new issue, M Hossain
Garments, entered the sec-
ondary market last week.
With its' entry, the total DSE
enlisted issues stood at 100.

Out of 22 frequently
traded issues, prices of 12 is-
sues marked declined, 7 in-
creased and 3 remained un-
changed. Of these, the price
of Singer fell to Tk 5997
from previous week's Tk
6230, Monno Jutex to Tk
2250 from Tk 2675, Eastern
Housing to Tk 135 From Tk
149, and most others fell by
Tk 1 to 50. the gain-
ers, the price of Ist ICBMF
rose to Tk 1900 from 1800,
Bangladesh Lamps to Tk
3162 from Tk 2939 and
Monno Ceramic to Tk 1147
from Tk 1023, ;

The volume leaders of the
week included Beximco Ph-
arma (sold 5,64,450 shares),
Beximco Denims (75.828),
BTC (over 52,000), Monno
Ceramic (39,760), BOC
(27583) and Bengal Carbide
(over 25,000).

As a result of the bridge
projects. vast areas of land on
the other side of the river
Buriganga will come under
urban jurisdictton with the
added benefits resulting from
the opening of a new horizon
in improved road communi-
cations. This may be consid-
ered as a great helpful factor,
if it plays some part in reliev-
ing the growing congestion of
dwellers in the city proper.
To achieve this objective, it
behoves the authorities con-
cerned with the development
of those areas to take due
care in the proper utilisation
of those areas with appropri-
ate planning, so that the
shortcomings and drawbacks
experienced in the planned
growth of the Dhaka city
proper are avoided in future
in the expanded new areas.

There may be some
other dark aspects of the
new horizon resulting from
the erection of the bridges. A
major part of the areas on the
other side of the Buriganga
river are low-lying ones so
long used for production of
agricultural crops. On ac-
count of the inevitable pro-
cess of urbanisation spread-
ing to these areas due to
their easy accessibility from
Dhaka proper made possible
by these bridges. there are
apprehensions that these
low-lying areas now under
agricultural production are
most likely to be adversely af-
fected leading to decreased
agricultural output.

There may be another
potentially ominous conse-
gquence. To make these low-
lying areas fit for use as habi-
tats for people by raising
their level, a large amount of
investment is required. To
avoid this implication, some
land owners in these areas
may be tempted to erect
makeshift structures, paving
the way for the large-scale
growth of slums attracting
the poor sections of people.
The authorities concerned
need be vigilant against these
harmful eventualities so that
they do not cast a dark sha-
dow on the healthy growth of
urbanisation in these new
areas.

Mannan Bhuiyan
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BSS.
Mannan Bhuiyvan, also the
minister for food and agricul-
ture, was speaking at a dis-
cussion
at its central office in mem-
ory of Shaheed Noor Hossain
who had sacrificed his life on
this day in 1987 for the
restoration of demeocracy in
the country.

Speakers at the meeting
paid rich tributes to this hero
of democratic movement
whose sacrifice had helped
establishment of voting rights
of the people.

Works Minister Rafiqul Is-
lam Mia. Joint Secretary
General and Fisheries and
Livestock Minister Abdullah-
al-Noman, Joint Secretary
General Mirza Abbas MP,
central Organising Secretary
Haris Chowdhury, spoke on

- The BNP acting secretary
general reiterated the call of
his party to the opposition
political parties to withdraw
their hartal pro and
come to a dialogue across the
relating to holding of fair and
impartial ., n

He said, rytl involv-
ing hol of free and fair
polls could be in the agenda
of the.discussion but there

precondition.
Rafiqul Islam Mia said the

tion with the killers of
democracy, was now engaged
in snatching the voting rights
of the people. People must
realise the conspiracy of the
Opposition, he said.

He pointed out that
Sheikh Hasina by
the Chief Justice as the head
of a caretaker government
was nothing but inviting him
to violate the Constitution.

Blasts
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on the road. The youths
threw the cocktails from a
running car at about 6 pm
when a discussion meeting in
observance of Nur Hossain
Day, was going on inside the

BSS : Harris ﬂ-'l:
BNP, in a statement later
strongly condemning the

'terrorist attack'.

could not be any dialogue on

Awami League, in collabora-

organised by the BNP

i —

The BNP office came un- -

der similar attacks in the
past during opposition-called

| hartal, Chowdhury said.

hartal beginning today.

A torch procession of the Awami League in the city yesterday to drum up support

8 killed, 35 injured in

road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

At least eight persons
were killed and 35 injured in
separate road accidents in
and outside the capital yes-
terday and Thursday.

Our DMCH Correspondent
adds: Three persons were
killed and one was injured in
separate road accidents in
the city yesterday and day
before.

Anwar Hossain, 25 was
run over by a mini bus yes-
terday morning at Gulshan
Circle Two. He was sent to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) where he
died. His body was sent to
the morgue for autopsy.

An unidentified person,
45, died when he was hit by a
truck at Chalk Bazar. He was
rushed to the DMCH where
the doctors declared him
dead.

Kaiser Mollah, 45, hit by a
bus, was admitted to the
DMCH on Thursday. He suc-
cumbed to his injuries yes-
terday. His body was sent to
the morgue for autopsy.

Waziullah, 40, was injured
when a bus hit him near Pir
Yamini Market at Gulistan

List of major hartals

area at 7:30 pm yesterday. He
was admitted to the DMCH.

B5S adds: Five persons
were killed and four others
injured when a truck carry-
ing fertilisers over turned at
Shantola near Jessore Can-
tonment ori Thursday night,
police said yesterday.

The truck was going to-
ward Jhenidah from Nawa-
para.

The army personnel re-
covered the bodies and res-
cued
from inside the truck.

UNB reports: Some 30
people were injured. 10 of
them seriously, when a bus
plunged into a roadside ditch
al Suapara in Shahrasti thana
on Chandpur-Comilla road
yesterday.

Witnesses said the Chand-
pur-bound bus from Chitta-
gong fell into the ditch while
the driver was trying to give
side to a truck coming from
opposite direction.

They said the bus was
carrying some 85 passengers
and most of them left the
port city on the eve of the
six-day hartal.

Date Place

2.1.95 Dhaka
25.1.95 Countrywide
15.2.95 Dhaka
12.3.95 _do_

9.4.95 Five Div Hgs
11.4.95 Countrywide
15.8.85 _do_

2995 -do-

16.9.95 .-do-

6.10.95 Div Hgs
17.10.95 -do-

Pro & anti-hartal
rallies in N'ganj

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Nov 10:
Several processions were
brought out and rallies organ-
ised here by different groups
today. both protesting and
supporting the hartal pro-
grammes of the opposition
parties.

The Narayanganj Law Col-
lege Students’' Union brought
out a procession and held a
rally protesting the hartal.

Hours Parties
8 hrs (3 days) 3 maj parties
Full-day -do-
6 hrs LDF
8 hrs Opposition
Full-day 3 maj parties
Full-day LDF
Hali-day AL
32 hrs 3 maj parties
72 hrs -do-
32 hrs -do-
96 hrs -do-

144 hartals
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their anti-government agita-
tion. wenl for their first si-
multaneous hartal pro-
gramme in Dhaka city for
eight hours on January 2 this
year.

The last anti-government
hartal for 96 hours called by
the opposition parties was
observed throughout the
country from October 16.

And the Opposition now
goes for a 6-day hartal with
breaks from today.

Legal notice on govt to ban
import of 'Dirty Dozen'

A legal notice has been
served on the government
asking ban on import and
marketing of the harmful
pesticides known as ‘Dirty
Dozen' for their excessive
hazardous effect on environ-
ment, human and animal
health and vegetation, re-
ports UNB.

Serving the demand of
justice notice on Thursday,
the Bangladesh Environmen-
tal Lawyers' Association
(BELA) alleged that the au-
theorities have not cancelled.
nor refused registration or
import of any such harmful
pesticides.

The BELA gave the au-
thorities a deadline to reply
to their notice by November
25, 1995. Otherwise, they
said in the notice, appropri-

Talks at Rhone

Poulenc fail
Star Report

The final efforts for a ne-
gotiated settlement between
the striking workers of the
transnational Rhone Poulenc
Rorer (RPR) and the man-
agement failed yesterday as
the employees union rejected
the company's offer.

The union last night
notified its rejection of the
offer regarding the period of
the agreement for pay rise
last night, according to
sources concerned.

The management has now
decided to request the
Labour Ministry to declare
the strike illegal and refer
the case to the Labour Court
for adjudication, RPR sources

1 said.

ate legal action would be
taken against the authorities
bound to protect the lives of
the people and their liveli-
hood.”

Despite ban or restricted
use of these pesticides in at
least 90 countries, even in-
cluding many countries of
origin, the notice said, the
authorities in Dhaka, have not
taken adequate measures to
make people aware of the
harmful consequences, nor to
prohibit their availability in
the market."

The notice has been
served by BELA secretary
general Dr Mohiuddin Fa-
rooque on the secretaries of
Agriculture and- Commerce
ministries, Chairman of Pes-
ticides Technical Advisory
Committee of the Agriculture
Ministry, BARC Executive
Vice Chairman, Director of
Plant Protection Wing of
Agriculture Extension De-
partment, and Director Gen-
eral of Department of Envi-
ronment.

RUTA demands

V(C's removal

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Nov 10: The
Rajshahi University Teacher's
Associdtion (RUTA) has de-
manded removal of the Vice
Chancellor Prof M Eusufl Al
for his alleged failure to run
the university smoothly

The RUTA adopted a reso-
lution in this regard at an
emergency meeting held last
night with Prol M Aminul Is-
lam in the chair

the injured persons |
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Hartal
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last night called upon the
people to observe the six-day
hartal to compel the govern-
ment to accept the "people's
demands.”

In her statement. Hasina
said that her party wanted a

solution to the persisting po-

litical crisis through dialogue
But. she alleged. the Prime

Minister has blocked the way
for solution through talks.
Hasina also accused the
PM of pushing the country
towards "anarchy” through
provocative statements.
"Now. we have no option
to agitation to force the gov-

ernment accept the people's |

demand.” Hasina said.

PM: Crisis
Froin Pa 1

eral Resources ﬁtninttr Dr
Khandaker Mosharraf Hos-
sain. Education Minister
Jamiruddin Sircar, JU teach-
ers — Prof Salimullah Khan,
Prof Mafizuddin Ahmed. Prof
Mustahidur Rahman, Prof
Imamuddin, Prof Enamul
Huq, Prof Obaidur Rahman,
Prof Shamsul Huq, Prof Abdul
Awal, Prof Enavet Hossain,
Prof Abu Taher Majumder, Dr
Abdul Gani, Prof Mirza
Mafizuddin Ahmed, Prof Hafiz
Sharif, Prof Anwarul Hugq
Sharif, Naimul Islam, Farid
Ahmed, Abdur Rab Nistar and
Dr Feroza Begum.

All the teachers suggested
the Prime Minister to run
the country as per the Con-
stitution and appreciated her
stand regarding the solution
of the current political crisis,
created by the Opposition.

They opined that it was
not wise to drag the judiciary
into the whirlpool of politics.

They made some demands
to the Prime Minister, in-
cluding setting up of a tele-
phone exchange on the cam-
pus, resolving the residential
problem of teachers and cre-
ating more opportunity for
the teachers in the field of
higher education in abroad.

Begum Zia assured them
of looking into their prob-
lems and advised them to
build their students as wor-
thy citizen of the country so
that the pupils can take the
responsibility to future and
compete the challenge of the
coming century.

Fertiliser
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fertiliser. he said.

Mcanwhile, a high official
of the Bangladesh Chemical
Industries Corporation (BCIC)
said the stock of urea was
enough to meet the demand.
Six fertilizer factories of the
country had a stock of
1,96,000 metric tonnes of
urea as of November 1, the
official told The Daily Star
yesterday.

The BCIC supplied more
than the projected demand
during the July-October pe-
riod this year , the officials
said.

The Ministry of Agricul-
ture had estimated the re-
quirement of urea for 1995-
96 at 19 lac metric tonnes.
More than 7 lack metric
tonnes have already been
produced in the BCIC facto-
ries, the official said.

Officials of the Interna-
tional Fertiliser Development
Centre (IFDC) said that the
fertiliser distribution system
should be made flexible and
the polices consistent.

"Quick change in policies
and lack of coordination
among the authorities con-
cerned were mainly respon-
sible for the unstable fer-
tiliser market.” said Thomas
H Foster, a consultant of the
Agro-based Industries and
Technology  Development
Project funded by the IFDC
and the USAID.

Abu Abdullah, Research
Director of the Bangladesh
Institute of Development
Studies (BIDS) and also a
consultant of the project
opined that the wholesale
trade of fertiliser should not
be monopolised.

He suggested that delivery

of urea t
should be kept steady. The
price could be increased
slightly in the peak season
and lowered in the lean sea-
son to avoid profiteering and
manipulation by non-profes-

sional and seasonal traders.
he added.

' cyclone,

e =

at strengthening bilateral ties in a

step toward reconcilia-

tmmt&mfm-hm&numalm

ol Bosnia and

Franjo Tudjman of Croatia signed the accord

on the 10th day of Balkan peace talks at this US military

base reports AFP.

NEW DELHI Nov 10: Fil-
teen people were killed
overnight and hundreds of

. shanty homes flattened as a

cyclomic storm hit the east-
ern Indian coast, officials said
today .

The Press Trust of India
(PTT) news agency said the
which gathered

Wednesday in the Bay of Ben-
gal. hit the states of Orissa.

West Bengal and Bihar
Thursday night.
Ten bodies were recov-

ered from a beach in the
eastern state of Orissa. the
agency said.

Five bodies of fishermen
were washed ashore alter

PM: Letter
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the sides, said a ruling party
source

The PM received a letter
fromm Hasina on November 4.

Meanwhile, the Group of
Five eminent citizens is
learnt to have adopted a 'new
strategy’ to help finding a so-
lution to the political im-
passe. Details could not be
known immediately.

The members of the group
were still optimistic of an
understanding between the
ruling party and the Op-
position, a source close to

the group told The Daily Star
yesterday, on condition ol

ANOMmyTmity.

Debt-servicing
From Page |

to 30.1 per cent in 1987 and
then to 18.8 per cent in
1989. Although it rose
slightly to 20.6 per cent the
following year. it again
dropped to 15.9 per cent in
1992,

This decrease in total debt
service as percentage of ex-
port of goods and services
was due to a sharp increase
in export earnings. From
1,958 million dollars in

1986-87. the exporl earnings

rose to 4,293 million dollars
in 1993-94,

On the count of debt ser-
vicing in 1993-94, the coun-
try had to pay 153.4 million
dollars in interests and 359
million dollars in principal.
The interest payment sho-
wed a downward trend. In
1987-88, the total interest
paid amounted to 171.7 mil-
lion dollars. It increased to
181.9 million dollars in
1989-90. But since then, it
has been falling steadily. In
1992-93, the country had pay
1537 million dollars in inter-
ests.
The components of debt
servicing in 1993-94 in-
cluded 402.2 million dollars
from medium and long term
loans, 11.3 miHion dollars for
food loans, 15 million dollars
for aircraft loans, five million
dollars for shipping loans and
78.9 million dollars for IMF
soft-term loans.

Repayments in all these
components, excepting the
medium and long term loans,
showed a decrease from the
previous years. But debt ser-
vicing for medium and long
term loans is steadily in-
creasing mainly because of
the expiry of grace periods of
some heavy amounts bor-
rowed in the late 1970s and
early 80s.

The country's total out-
standing external debt in-
creased from 6139.6 million
dollars in 1985-86  to
11934.4 million dollars in
1990-91. It stood at 14,561.6
million dollars in 1993-94.

Cyclone hits 3 Indian
states : 15 killed

their trawler capsized in the
sea, PT1 quoted officials as
saying

“We have news of five
deaths and at least 20 fish-
ermen are missing.” Orissa
government spokesman
Vinod Jha said.

Officials said the storm.
with windspeeds of up to 100
kilometres an hour. hit sev-
eral districts of Orissa.

causing extensive damage.

The Met Office forecast
heavy rain in some parts of
Orissa today.

Cyclone

From Page |

Bazar have been advised to
lower distant warning signal
number 2 and instead hoist
distant cautionary signai
number 1.

The regions of Cox's Bazar
and Chittagong

ported that 132 mm rainfall
was recorded in the town in

12 hours ending at 6 pm yes-
terday.

In Chittagong. 75 mm
rainfall was recorded in 12
hours ending at 6 pm yester-
day. local Met Office said.

In Sirajganj, at least 1 000
kuatcha houses were dam-
aged in a severe storm that
swept over five thanas yes-
terday.

The storm lasted for about
20 minutes, lashed |5 unions
in Belkuchi, Kazipur, Chow-
hali. Shahjadpur and Sadar
thanas at about 12:30 am.

Sixteen people were in-
jured in the storm, of the in-
jured. four of them were ad-
mitted to Kazipur and Bel-
kuchi thana health com-
plexes, hospital sources said.

Hasina
From Page 1

“Why don't you ask the
Prinwe Minister to accept the
demand?” Hasina said refer-
ring to the businessmen.

Condemning 'police at-
tack’' on her party's central
oflice. she said the AL leaders
and workers were being
implicated in false cases and
harassed throughout the
country.

The rally was also ad-
dressed by. among others,
city AL chiel and Mayor of
Dhaka. Mohammad Hanif,
Mozaffar Hossain Paltu, Motia
Chowdhury, Nurul Islam
Nahid and Prof Abu Sayeed,
party central leaders Abdul

Mannan. Mohiuddin Ahmed,
Qamruzzaman, Tofael Ahmed,
Sajeda Chowdhury. Amir
Hossain Amu and Zillur Rah-
man were present.

Later, a torch procession
was brought out in support of
the six-day hartal beginning
today.

Lagos hangs

Froin Page |
leagues were sentenced by a
tribunal last week over the
murder in 1994 of four pro-
government Ogoni tribal
chiefs.

He had led a campaign for
self-determination for the .,
Ogoni and to protect the en-
vironment in their homeland,
which has been exploited by
foreign oil companies.

Nigeria's military govern-
ment had been under intense
international pressure to
spare their lives.

hroughout the year -
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