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Aussies take stranglehold at the Gabba

Waugh Pakistan’s predator

BRISBANE. Nov
10: Steve Waugh
scored an un-
beaten century
to help Australia
L take a firm grip
on the first Test after a
dismal batting and fielding
performarice by  Pakistan

today. reports Reuter.

The tourists lost three

cheap wickets late in the day
'the Pakistan reply when

after dropping eight catches
as Australia compiled a mas-
sive 463 in their first in-
nings.

At close of play on the
second day. Pakistan were
reeling on 40 for three after
losing opener Salim Elahi,
number three Rameez Raja
and nightwatchman Saglain
Mushtaq.

Australia have completely
outplayed Pakistan over the
opening two days capitalising
fully on a woeful display in
the field by the tourists.

Waugh alone survived
three chances on 15, 85 and
87 — on his way to a defiant
112 not out his ninth Test
century and first against
Pakistan.

Fast bowlers Craig Mc-
Dermott and Glenn McGrath
together with leg-spinner
Shane Warne shared the
wickets as Pakistan's top
order collapsed during the
final hour.

Waugh the fourth Aus-
tralian batsman to reach his
half-century survived two
chances in one over before
reaching his century in the
final over before tea at the
Gabba.

First slip Inzamamul Hag
spilled a chest high catch
after Waugh edged an at-
tempted cut shot off a short
ball from off-spinner Aamir
Sohail.

Two runs later with his
‘score on 87, Waugh charged
down the pitch and edged
the ball again but wicket-
keeper Moin Khan failed to
take the catch.

The costliest miss had
come on Thursday when Pak-
istan captain Wasim Akram

dropped a simple return
catch early in Waugh's in-
nings.

Fittingly given the tourists
poor fielding throughout the
Australian innings Waugh
reached his century after a
fielding error by substitute
Mushtag Ahmed who let the
ball pass through his hands.

McDermott made the vital
bre at the start of

Salim Elahi, making his Test
debut, edged a catch to Mark
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STEVE WAUGH.... 112 n.o.
Taylor at first slip with the
score on 11 and the total 20.

Taylor snapped up a sec-
ond chance when Rameez
Raja edged a ball from Warne
to leave Pakistan on 37 for
two.

Three runs later Saqlain
Mushtaq was trapped leg be-
fore wicket to McGrath of the
last ball of the day.

In a further blow for Pak-
istan, fast bowler Wagar You-
nis was forced off the field
late in Australia's innings
with a calf injury joining
batsman Salim Malik in the
pavilion.

Malik did not take the
field all day after requiring
six stitches on a cut hand.

Resuming on 262 for four
with Waugh unbeaten on 24
and all-rounder Greg Blewett
yet to score Australia survived
the first session without fur-

w

ther loss.

Blewett added 135 runs
for the fifth wicket before he
was (rapped leg before
wicket by Wagar Younis the
first of his three wickets.

Blewett became the fourth
batsman to score a half cen-
tury, matching the feats of
captain Taylor. David Boon
and Mark Waugh earlier in
the innings.

Waqar finished with fig-
ures of three for 101 before
limping off in the middle of
his 30th over Wasim Akram
and off spinners Saglain
Mushtag and Aamir Sohail
each took two wickets.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard 6n the second
day of the first Test between
Australia and Pakistan at the

Gabba today:

AUSTRALIA: First innings
(overnight 262 for four)
Taylor ¢ Malik b Saglain 69
Slater ¢ M Akram b Wasim 42
Boon ¢ Inzamam b Wasim 54
M Waugh c Elahi b Saglain 59
5 Waugh not out 112
Blewett lbw Wagar 57
Healy c substitute (Mushtaq)
b M Akram 18
Reiffel Ibw Wagqar 9
Warne ¢ Moin b Sohail 5
McDermott b Wagar H
McGrath st Moin b Sohali 5

Extras: (b-2, w-4, 1b-6, nb-13) 25
Total: (161.5 overs) 463

Fall of wickets: 1-107;
2-119; 3-213; 4-250; 5-385;
6-411; 7-434. 8-441; 9-452.

Bowling O M R W
Wasim 38 9 B4 2
Wagar 29.5 7 101 3
M Akram 33.1 4 97 1
Saglain 44 12 130 2
Schail 16.5 Z 43 2

PAKISTAN: First innings
Elahi ¢ Taylor b McDermott 13

Sohail not out 17
Rameez ¢ Taylor b Warne 8
Saglain lbw b McGrath 0
Extras: (Ib-1, not-3) 4
Total: (for three wickets) 40
Fall of wickets: 1-20: 2-

37. 3-40

Bowlingitodate) O M R W
McDermott 6 2 15 1
McGrath T 1 17 1
Warne 4 2 T 1

Newcastle nicely placed

LONDON, Now 1 0:

League leaders
Newcastle Uni-
ted opened up
an eight-point
lead at the top
English Premier

the
League on Wednesday when a
13th minute Robert Lee goal
gave them a 1-0 home win
over champions Blackburn
Rovers, reports Reuter.

of

The win was Newcastle's
11th from their opening 13
league games and took them
on to 34 points -- eight ahead
of second-placed Manchester
United, whe have a game in
hand.

The goal came when' Lee.
whose last-minute shot had
brought about Steve Watson's
winner against Liverpool on
Saturday. finished a typically
intricate Newcastle move.

The ball was passed around
between four players before
Warren Bartom found Peter
Beardsley, who slipped it
forward to Lee on the edge of

Bergkamp
returns to
national duty

ROTTERDAM, Nov 10:
Arsenal striker Dennis Ber-
is set to spearhead
the Netherlands attack in
their decisive European Ch-
ampionship qualifier against
Norway next Wednesday.
reports Reuter.

Bergkamp returns to the
Dutch squad after missing
their last Group Five match
against Malta due to injury.
He replaces young Ajax
striker Patrick Kluivert, who
is suspended for one match.

Lario midfielder Aron Win-
ter also returns after suspen-
sion with Feyenoord's Or-
lande Trustfull stepping
down .

They are the only changes
coach Guus Hiddink has
made to the 16-strong sguad

that beat Malta 4-0 last
maonth.
The Dutch must beat

Norway in Rotterdam to qual-
ify for the finals in England
next June. Norway need at
least a draw.

Beiii ] to
stageWorld

BELJING, Nov 10: China
will once again host a World
Cup swimming tournament
next year, after having hastily
pulied out of it last year fol-
lowing a major doping scan
dal surrounding Chinese
swinuners, reports AFP.

The Beijing event, one leg

and 11 at the complex where
the 1990 Asian Games events

were staged, China Daily said
today

the box.

Lee turned inside defender
Tim Sherwood before firing
in a low left-foot shet that
beat goalkeeper Tim Flowers
and went in off the post for
his fifth goal of the season.

Blackburn, with just one
point from their six away
matches, could have been
level soon afterwards when
unmarked David Batty, whose

last goal was when he was
still at Leeds nearly three
years ago, slipped past goal-
keeper Shaka Hislop, but saw
defender Darren Peacock
clear off the line.
Blackburn's new Norwe-
gian signing Lars Bohinen
also went close soon after, by
l.gnln saw a shot saved on the

'I‘hcre was also joy in the
north east for Middles-
brough, who had player-man-
ager Bryan Robson back in
the side for the first time in
six months.

Although their Brazilian
midfielder Juninho was back
in South America on interna-
tional duty, Middlesbrough
beat First Division Crystal
Palace 2-0 in their replayed
League Cup third round tie
with goals from Craig Hignett
and Norwegian striker Jan-

aage Fjortoft.

Action from yesterday's final exhibition volleyball match
between Bangladesh and Nepal at the Mirpur Indoor
Stadium. Bangladesh won the match in straight sets

— Star photo

Premier League Bolton won
3-2 at in another replay with
goals [from John McGinlay,
Dutchman Richard Sneekes
and Yugoslav international
Sasa Curcic.

Middlesbrough will play
Birmingham at home in the
fourth round at the end of
the month after the blues
beat Tranmere 3-1 away after

extra time in their third
round replay.
Norwegian international

Sigurd Rushifeldt, who joined
Birmingham on loan this
week, scored after 47 min-
utes before John Aldridge
equalised in the last minute
for Tranmere. Two Ken
Charlery goals in extra time
clinched the tie for Barry
Fry's team who are challeng-
ing strongly for promotion to
the Premier League.

There was also an extra
time win for Wolves, man-
aged by former England man-
ager Graham Taylor, who won
their third round replay 2-1
at Charlton and now face
Premier League Coventry in
an all-Midland battle in the
next round,

Mark Atkins, who recently
joined Woelves from Black-
burn, scored their winner
eight minutes into the extra

period.
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Bangladesh
spikers nail
Nepal

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh national vol-
Jeyball team recorded their
fourth straight sets (3-0) win
over visiting Nepalese na-
tional team in their fourth
and final exhibition match at
the Mirpur National Indoor
Stadium on Friday.

Bangladesh, who also won
their previous three matches
by the same margin, had no
trouble yesterday when they
recorded a convincing 15-4,
15-4 and 15-3 win.

Nepal came to Bangladesh
as part of their preparation
for the forthcoming Seventh
SAF Games to be held in De-
cember in the south Indian
City of Madras.

The visitors will return to
their homeland on November

Ijaz to take
Anwar's place

BRISBANE, Nov 10: Pak-
istan’'s injury-stricken crick-
eters are to be bolstered by
opening batsman ljaz Ahmed
senior, team manager In-
tikhab Alam said here Friday,
reports AFP. .

Ijaz will be flown to Aus-
tralia to replace Saeed An-
war, who is still unwell in
Pakistan after contracting ty-
phoid in Sharjah.

Pakistan desperately need
batting experience for the
remaining two Tests of the
series here.

The team's most accom-
plished batsman, Salim Ma-
lik, is nursing a left hand in-
jury with six stitches.

Malik will bat in Pakistan's
first innings of the first Test
here-but he is taking a risk.

A further knock on the
hand could put him out of
action for the rest of the tour.

Wadekar
angry

CUTTACK. Nov 10: Indian
team manager Ajit Wadekar
launched a verbal broadside
after a rain-soaked pitch
caused another washout in
the third and final Test
against New Zealand on Fri-
day, reports Reuter.

"It's a big scandal and
quite disgusting. This should
not happen in a Test match."
said Wadekar.

Play was called off without
a ball being bowled on the
third day, following the
abandonment of Thursday's
proceedings.

Cyclonic rain has meant
173 minutes of the
scheduled 18 hours of play
has been possible on the first
three days, with India scor
ing 120 for three on the
opening day.

The sun shone on Friday
but the pitch was found to be
unfit, with wet patches on
the surface having apparently
been caused by water seep-
ing through the plastic cov-
ers.

"The outfield has been
made fit to play,” said umpire
V K Ramaswamy. "But the
wicket has been badly af-
fected by water seepage and
the patches could not have
dried durfng the course of
the day.”

The biggest of the
patches, one among six, was
six feet long and four feet
wide.

Bibhuti Das, secretary of
Orissa Cricket Association
(OCA) which is hosting the
Test, said pitch covering was
supplied by the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India
(BCCI).

"It (the cover) could have
been blown off.” a grounds-
man said. "The covers
seemed secure and of good
guality.’

WBC( flexes
its muscles

BANGKOK. Nov 10: World

| Boxing Council (WBC) presi-

dent Jose Sulaiman said on
Friday punches to the kid-
neys and back of the head
should be punished as
harshly as head butts and
punches below the beit. re-
ports Reuter

Sulaiman, speaking at the

| WBC annual convention in the

northern Thai city of Chi-
angmai, also recommended
that audiovisual systems by
installed at rings worldwide
to let doctors and officials
stop a WBC fight if the boxer
is hurt and the referee has
missed it

A WBC official said the
Mexican had lold some 300
delegates that installation of
such systems by the body's
nine continental affiliates
would be "a big step towards
prevention of fatal and seri-
ous accidents.”

Sulaiman recommending

| the tougher sanctions for
| punches to the kidneys and

back of the head stressed
that 'these could be more
damaging than low blows and
head butts.”

Sport

World No 1 Steffi Graf of Germany plays a tj,r'pical punishing forehand against American Merith McGrath

e e ]

during

their quarter-final match of the Advanta Championships in Philadelphia on Nov 9. Graf won 6-3, 6-2. — AFP!UNB photo

PHILADELPHIA,
Nov 10: After
surviving a close
call in her ope-
ning match, top
seed Steffi Graf

appears to have regained her

form with an easy quarter-
final victory over unseeded
American Meredith McGrath
at the Advanta Champion-

ships on Thursday, reports
Reuter.

The world number one
needed less than an hour to
breeze to a 6-3, 6-2 win that
put her into Saturday's semi-
finals.

The German star, who has
claimed three Grand Slam ti-
tles this year despite strug-

gling through injuries and

personal problems, never
faced a break point against
McGrath, who had upset
eighth seed Chanda Rubin in
the second round.

"It was a very -different
match than the other day.”

- Opén

sald Graf, who pulled out a 2-
6, 6-4, 6-2 second-round win
over American Amy Frazier
Tuesday after a first-round

" "I've really had a long
break this year while every-
one else has been playing,”
saild Graf, who came to
Philadelphia having played
just one match since her US
victory in early
September.

“I'm used to having a lot of
preparation for a tournament.
I'm not used to long breaks,”
she continued. "l need to feel
in shape and ready. I've been,
missing that all year long."

That was not apparent
Thursday as Graf smashed
winners from the baseline
almost at will. She jumped
out to a 3-0 first-set lead and
won five successive games to
close the match.

"It helps a lot to start off
well," Graf said.

In second-round play,

Romania's Irina Spirlea kept

Graf regains composure

alive her slim hopes of quali-
fying for the sedson-ending
WTA Tour Championships by
upsetting ninth seed Natasha
Zvereva of Belarus 6-2, 1-6,
6-1.

Spirlea, who next faces
veteran American Zina Garri-
son-Jackson in the quarterfi-
nals, must reach the final to
claim a berth in next week's
16-player season finale.

Unfortunately for the
promising Romanian, Graf
looms large between her and
a place in the final.

Seventh-seeded Germdn
Anke Huber, who has already
nailed down a berth in the
WTA Tour Championships,
shook off a slow start against
Swiss teenager Martina

Hingis to claim a place in the

quarterfinals with a 2-6, 6-1,
6-2 victory.

"l was asleep the first set."
said Huber, who next faces
fourth seed Gabriela Sabatini.
“It took me until the second
set to wake up."

NEW YORK. Nov
 10: Monica Se-

les has with-

drawn from

next week's se-

ason-ending, 2
million dollars WTA Tour
Championships at Madison
Square Garden because of
knee and ankle injuries. offi-
cials said on Thursday, re-
ports Reuter,

An ongoing problem with
tendinitis in her left knee
was compounded last week
by a sprained right ankle that
forced her to withdraw froim
the Bank of the West tourna-
ment in Oakland, Seles' agent
said.

"I am so disappointed,”
Seles, who is ranked co-
number one in the world
with Steffi Graf, said in a
statement.

"l was so looking forward
returning to Madison

to

ATP Championship
minus Agassi

PONTE VEDRA BEACH,
Florida, Nov 10: Amndre
Agassi, recently deposed as
the world's top-ranked ten-
nis player, has pulled out of
the season-ending ATP Tour
World Championship in
Frankfurt with an injury. ATP
official announced on Thurs-
day. reports Reuter.

Agassi |s suffering from a
pectoral muscle strain he
sustained during the Dawvis
Cup semifinals against Swe-
den in Las Vegas in Septem-
ber.

He reinjured the chest
muscle in a tournament in
Essen, Germany and with-
drew from the Parts Indoor
Open two weeks ago in an at-
tempt to heal in time for
next week's season finale.

He informed ATP Tour of-
ficials Thursday that he
would be unable to compete.

Reminder to
referees!

ROME . Nov 10: Italy's soc-
cer referees have been urged

to whistle less often and
keep play flowing, reports
Reuter

According to statistics re-
leased by Paolo Casarin, over-
seer of Italy's referees, Series
A matches were currently av-
eraging 41 fouls a match
compared to 25 in the
English Premier League, 32
in Spain, 33 in Germany's
Bundesiliga and 28 in Euro-

pean Cup Ties.

[taly was also level with
Turkey when it came to play-
ers taking a dive in the
penalty this season.

"For the first time in
years, Serie A has more fouls
than Serie B.” said Casarin, a
former international referee.

Square Garden for the cham-
pmn.uhipa. Now | must focus

on trying to get better for the
Fed Cup matches where |
hope to compete for the
United States on November
20.

Seles, who was stabbed in
the back during a tournament
in Hamburg in April 1993,
returned to the circuit this
summer after an absence of
28 months.

She won her first tourna-
ment back at the Canadian
Open in August and a few
weeks later reached the fi-
nals of the US Open before
losing to Graf in three sets.

"Her .long absence from
tennis resulted in her not
being as strong as she was
before the stabbing.” Seles
agent Stephanie Tollesson
said in a statement.

"She played with the same
knee injury in Tornoto and at
the US Open, and has been
unable to regain a more con-
sistent training schedule
since Hamburg."

The withdrawal of Seles,
who had been awarded a wild
card entry into the season-

eniding tournament. opened

Seles skips WTA Tour ender

up one last berth in the elite,
16-player event.

South African Amanda
Coetzer will claim the last
spot unless Romanian Irina
Spirlea can reach the finals of
this week's women's tourna-
ment in Philadelphia.

L
Tillstrom
LR
Krajicek

STOCKHOLM, Nov 10:
Dutchman Richard Krajicek
was beaten 7-6, 2-6, 6-3 by
unseeded Swede Mikael Till-
strom in the second round of
the Stockhelm Open on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

Tillstrom, whose career
has been marred by injuries,
countered the third-seeded
Krajicek's power with a
stream of classy lobs, returns
and passing shots.

Top seed Jim Courier
scored a clinical 6-4, 6-3 win
over Australian Todd Wood-
bridge while second seed
Thomas Engvist of Sweden
routed Romania's Andrei
Pavel 6-1, 6-3.

Sculptor Stan Mitchell created this admirable wax figure
of late Brazilian Formula One champion Ayrton Senna
which is being dllph}rﬁd at the Grand Hall of the famous

Madam Tussauds in UK.

— AFP/ UNB photo

Eyles suffers
shock exit

NICOSIA, Nov 10: English-
man Del Harris greater sta-
mina earned him a quar-
terfinal victory over second
seed Rodney Eyles of Austra-
lia in the World Open squash
tournament on Thursday,
reports Reuter.

Harris won a gruelling
match lasting almost an hour
and a half 15-13, 10-15, 15-
12, 12-15, 15-12.

But there was no such joy
for Harris compatriot Simon
Parke. He was beaten in
straight games by world
champion Jansher Khan.

Harris played some of
most exciting squash of the
tournament so far, cut
shots at oblique angles off the
side walls, dancing round

slow-moving balls to position

them at his leisure and
covering twice to win r

after falling over.
The seventh seed was

quicker around the court, '
oo. but he made more un-

forced errors.

Eyles showed his
by coming back from 10-8
down to win the fourth game.
But Harris proved the lt!’tllf
ger in the deciding game

T
3

the Australian mﬂe m

unforced errors.

Jansher played Parke all
around the court early in
their match. playing two ral-
lies of 60 shots or more as he
probed the Englishman. -

Joao becomes
\Chief Havelange'

LAGOS, Nov 10: FIFA
President Joao Havelange,
who has promised Nigeria
the 1997 World Youth Cham-
pionship
tional Chieftaincy title in re-
turn, reports Reuter.

State television showed
Havelange being decorated in
ethnic costume as the title
"Ekwueme” - the man who
promises and delivers - was
conferred do him in eastern
Nigeria on Thursday night.

Hundreds of Nigerian
dignitaries, including Sports
Minister Jim Nwobodo,
watched the elaborate cere-
mony which means from now
on the Bragzilian can be ad-

dressed as "Chief anehn!e,'
Hav:l::lgt. on a four-day

visit to Nigeria. apologised on
Wednesday over FIFA's last-
minute decision to prevent
the African country from
hosting the World Youth
Championship finals in
March after being informed
there were outbreaks of
cholera and meningitis at
two of the venues due to state
matches. The tournament
was held in Qatar in April
instead.

He said after talks with
military ruler General Sani
Abacha in the capital Abuja
that Nigeria may be given the
1997 finals due to be held in
Malaysia with the Asian coun-
try hnldjng them in 1999.

Havelange was to end his
visit to Friday after watching
Nigeria play Uzbekistan in
the second leg of the Afro-
Asia Cup. Nigeria won the
first leg 3-2 in Tashkent two
weeks ago.

Kafelnikov
keeps going

MOSCOW. Nov10: Russian
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, strug-

! gling with a knee-injury, beat

Frenchman Cedric Pioline 7-
5. 6-1 in the second round of
the Kremlin Cup on Wednes-
day. reports Reuter.

Kafelnikov said he may
need surgery but planned to
play in next week's ATP tour
Championship finals in
Frankfurt first.

“The injury is really trou-
bling, me. But the Frankfurt
tournament is incredibly im-
portant.” he said.

Top-seeded Kafelnikov
will meet Zimbabwe's Byron
Black in the next round on
Friday Black beal Switzer-
land's Jakob Hlasek 3-6, 6-3,
6-4

finals, won a tradi--



