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NEWS BRIEFS

Germany puts off
Islamic confce

BONN, Nov 10: Germany
today put off an Islamic Con-
ference planned for next
week after parliament unex-
pectedly passed a vote saying
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali
Akbar Velayati should be ex-
cluded. Foreign Minister
Klaus Kinkel said Parliament
voted to exclude Velayati be
cause Tehran had welcomed
the assassination of Israeli

Primme Minister Yitzhak Ra-
bin reporis Reuter

Human chain

A rross section of citizgens
formed a human chain at

Manik Mia Avenue in front of |

the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban
yesterday demanding imme-
diate solution of the current
political impasse

Sylhet-Sunamgan)

road link disrupted |

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET Nov 10. Road
Communication between Syi-
het and Sunamganj remained
suspended for the second day
today flollowing a series ol
clashes between (wo groups
| transport workers

Teacher robbed
in Khulna

From Our Corsespondent

KHULNA. Nov 10: A fe
male teacher was robbed of a
necklace and a wrist watch
worth Tk 10 000 at around
8:30 pm today in the city
Four
shaw waylaid Asma Khatoon,
30. travelling by a rickshaw
at lghalnagar Road. and snat-
ched the valuables at gun

poini
Shibirmen declared
unacceptable

From JU Correspondent

SAVAR Nov 10° The All
party Students. Unity (APSU)
at Jahangirnagar University
today declared 37 activists ol
Islami Chhatra Shibir, unac
ceptable on the campus. The
APSU leaders at a press com-
ference, here also de-
manded of the JU authorities
to expel them from the uni
versity The activists of (he
APSL] earlier ransacked af
least 17 rooms in two JU
halls which were occupied by
Shibir activists

DHAKA SATURDAY,

NOVEMBER 11, 1995 JAMADI-US-SAANI 17, 1416 HIJRI

As some viewers EEg‘EI‘]_Y wait for the resu]t of a friendly carom game between Deput}r Leader of Parliament Prof
Badruddoza Chowdhury and former Deputy Leader of the Opposition in the House Abdus Samad Azad at the
Bangladesh Photojournalists' Asseciation office in the city yesterday, so also the whole nation anxiously waits to see
what their{the two leaders) respective parties do to end the persisting political impasse.

— Star photo
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6-day programme begins

Dawn-to-dusk
 hartal today

By Staff Correspondent

The opposition-called 6-
day hartal programme begins
with a dawn-to-dusk coun-
trywide shutdown today.

Flood-affected Rajshahi
division has been exempted
from the purview of the har-
tal.

Awami League, Jatiya Party
and the Jamaat-e-Islami on
October 21 separately an-
nounced a week-long hartal
programme from November
11 to press for holding the
next general elections under
a neutral caretaker govern-
ment.

The major opposition par-
ties later dropped November
17 from the hartal pro-
gramme and on Thursday
revised the timing "in con-
sideration of the sufferings of
the people.”

As per the revised timing,

a countrywide dawn-to-dusk
hartal will be observed today,
the first day of the 6-day pro-
gramme. For the rest five
days, hartal will be observed
from 6 am to 3 pm tomor-
row, from 6 am to 2 pm on
November 13 and for half-day
on November 14, 15 and 16
in the Dhaka city. In other
parts of the country, half-day
hartal would be observed on
November 12, 13. 14, 15 and
16.

Ambulances. medicine and
food shops, vehicles of fire
brigade, newspaper offices,
city corporations and
municipalities and of elec-
tricity, gas and water supply
have been exempted from
the hartal programme.

Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina in a statement

See Page 12 Col 6

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday said
the Opposition could consti-
(utionally resolve the current
political impasse created by
themselves through their
participation in the upcom-
ing by-elections, reports UNB

"If the opposition mem-
bers wants to resolve the
current crisis within the
constitutional framework,
there is an opportunity for
them to join the by-elections.
They can participate in the
by-elections and solve the
problem.”

Begum Zia made the re-

marks while talking to a

group of teachers of the Ja-
hangirnagar University who
came to her for exchanging
views on various issues at 30
Hare Road last night.

The Prime Minister said
being the majority party, the
question of participation in
the by-elections is not impor-
lant for them (BNP).

Responding to the opposi-
uﬂn's demand, she said: "It is

not possible for me to han-
| dover power to Chief Justice
| (CJ) and likewise it is not

| also possible for him (CJ) to

assume the office of the
Prime Minister "
The Prime Minister,

however, said if the Chief

Justice is to be made the
Prime Minister, he will have
to resign first from his post,
take part in the elections and
win to become the leader of
the majority party.

Begum Zia said: "l can
handover power to an MP of
my party, but not to the Chief
Justice, because he [CJ) is
not an elected person.”

About the opposition's agi-
tation for an unelected man
as the Prime Minister, she
again cleared her position
that there was no scope for
realising the demand for op-
posilion styled caretaker
governiment, "Nothing will be

PM's third letter
finalised

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia's third letter to
Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina has been fi
nalised but it was not sent
until last night.

According to BNP sources,
the letter may be delivered to
AL General Secretary Zillur
Rahman within a day or two.

This letter from the PM
contains a fresh offer for dia-

logue on agenda fixed by both
See Page 12 Col 7

position can end crisis
joining by-polls : PM

done beyond the Constitu-
tion."”

Begum Zia said the oppo-
sition parties want to remove
the democratic government
as happened in the case of
the past autocratic regime,

The Prime Minister re-
minded that the autocratic
regime snatched the state
power at gun point in the
darkness of night, but her
government has assumed
power through an unprece-
dented fair elections.

Referring to the Awaini
League's claim for establish-
ing people's right to food
Begum Zia said those who
keep people inside tLheir
homes, do not allow rickshaw
to ply. compel shop owners
to shutter down and deprive
day labourers of their in-
colne cannol establish the
right to food

Mentioning the opposition
parties claim that hartal is

democratic right, the Prime
Minister sald ruining the
economy of the country

keeping the people hostage,
destruction of public and pri-
vale property in the name of
hartal cannot! be democratic
acls

The lunclion was also ad-
dressed by Energy and Min-

See Page 12 Col 6

| Party (BNP).

Blasts near BNP
central office:
2 injured
By Staff Correspondent

Two persons were injured
when some unidentified
youths exploded several
cocktails in front of the cen-
tral office of BNP at Nayapal-
tan in the city yesterday
evening, police said.

The injured persons are
Azharul Haq, 35, driver of a
vehicle owned by a JCD
leader and Abdul Kader Mol-

| lah, 45. an auto-rickshaw

driver. They were admitted
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

A NP spokesman when
contracled claimed that the
cocktails were thrown at the

| party office but Lhose blasted

See Page 12 Col 3

Mannan Bhuiyan
urges partymen to
keep patience

Acting Secretary General
ol the Bangladesh Nationalist
Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan yesterday urged the
members of his party and
front organisations to keep
patience in the face of Oppo-
sition's instigations and be
firm to safeguard democracy.
independence, sovereignly
and economic uplift of the
couniry at any cost. reports

See Page 12 Col 3

Hasina tells rally in city

Democracy has to be
'restored again'

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief Shei-
kh liasina has said demo-

' cracy restored through the

sacrifice of Noor Hossain ant
others could not benelit the
people as autocracy has been
replaced by "democratic
autocracy.’

"People’s right to vote and
food has been threatened
once again.” she said. adding
"Rigging and vote dacoity
were going on in the same
style as under the past auto-
cratic regime ... democracy
has to be restored again.”

Hasina was addressing a
rally yesterday afternoon in
front of the party central of-
fice at Bangabandhu Avenue
in the city in connection with
the observance of Noor Hos-
sain Day.

Noor Hossain, a youth, was
killed in police firing on
November 10, 1987, when
he was leading an anti-autoc-
racy procession during the
Opposition's Dhaka siege
programime.

Hasina blamed the BNP
government for 'violating its
all pledges to the people.
“They have beétrayed the
blood of Noor Hossain and
others by not implementing

the joint declarations of
three alliances.” she said.
The AL chief said their
politics was aimed at building
a self-reliant economy for
which, she added, there
must be a system of changing
government through voting.
"And to establish this sys-
tem, people have raised the
demand for general elections
under a neutral caretaker
government.” But the BNP
was not accepting .the de-

mand to rig the polls, she

said.
Ediinr:u_lun page 4

The Prime Minister was
responsible for public suffer-
ings caused by hartals, said
Hasina. "We have relaxed the
hartal programme for the
convenience of the people
and we are also ready to
withdraw the programme in-
stantly il the government ac-
cepts the demand,” she said.

"What is the alternative to
hartal im a democratic soci-
ety?" she asked and said even
the busiinessmen observed a
15-minute hartal seeking
resolution of the political eri-
sis.

See Page 12 Col 8
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Palesuman leader Yasser Arafat 'Li pays a condolence visit to Leah Hdhln
assassinated lsraeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in Tel Aviv Thursday.

Sn il

wife of

AFP/UNB photo

Arafat visits
Mrs Rabin in
Tel Aviv

TEL AVIV, Nev 10: PLO
Chairman Yasser Arafat. mak-
ing his first visit to Israel,
paid a surprise condolence
call late on Thursday at the
Tel Aviv home of Yitzhak Ra-
bin's widow, Leah, Israeli se
curity sources and lsrael Ra-
dio said, reports Reuter.

"He was a hero ol peace,
but he was also my personal
friend.” the radio quoted
Arafat as telling Mrs Rabin.

‘My husband regarded you
as his partner in peace,” she
replied, the radio said.

Israeli officials had asked
Arafat to stay away from the
funeral of the assassinated
Prime Minister on Monday
saving they feared lor his
safety

An aide to Arafat said the
PLO leader flew to Tel Aviv
from Gaza and spent 890
minutes with Mrs Rabin

| Fertiliser prlces g0 up again as
middlemen reign mill gates

muggers in a auto-nck- |

-

Faulty distribution system
and the government policy
have pushed the price of urea
fertiliser up in morthern dis-

',Lriﬂl although there is an

adequate stock of the item
in the couniry. sources con-

| cerned have said.

A 50 kg bag of urea is now

| being sold at farmers level in

those districts at between Tk
240 and Tk 275 against the
government fixed price of Tk

| 186.25, according to fertil

izer dealers

‘Mill gates of the fertilizer
factories have been occupsed
by some middlemen who are
conirolling the prnces and
sales of urea " some dealers
have alleged They urged the

By Govinda Shil

authonties concerned to take
immediate sleps 1o avoid
"another fertiliser scandal
that may affect the winter
crop

As we can not reach the
mill gates because of these
middlemen we are <om
pelied to buy per bag urea
from them at Tk 195 said a
members of the Bangladesh
Fertiliser Association (BFA)
here

The BFA member also al
jeged that some officials of

the urea [actories were se
cretive about the dates of
fertiliser despa’cll amd were
kerping the aulunsed deal
ers In the dark

Thereiore we cannot de

posit money in advance (o
by urea Local middlemen
somehow pet all advance in
lormation Dy and later
sell at a higher price.” said
the BFA member. "Distri-
butors of northern districts
never gel urea al government
[ixed prices.” he alleged
Anothier BFA newnniber al-
leged that the government
policy also contributed to
the price hike o! urea. "We
carry per bag of fertiliser to
the northern districts at a

rate of Tk |8 to 20 while the
government appouted trans
ports charge Tk 40 1o 45
High transport cos! obwvi
yusly increases the price of

See Page 12 Col

Lagos hangs nine
[ ] L L
minority rights
I L L I

LAGOS, Nov 10 Ken Saro
Wiwa and eight other minor
ity rights activists conde
mned to death by the Nige
rian authorilies were ex-
ecuted today, the News Agen
cy ol Nigeria (NAN| reported
says Reuter

NAN. quoting prison offi
cials said the nine men were
hanged at Port Harcourl
prison in southeastern Nige
ria

Security and prison offi
cials told NAN the executions
were carried out around
1130 local (1030 GMT) after
priests prayed for Lhe con
demned men Their corpses
were buried four hours later

Saro Wiwa who s also a
noted writer and his col
e Hage |2 (ol B

I

DSE trading dull

due to hartal

By Sharier Khan

The opposition-called six-
day hartal has affected trad-
ing at the Dhaka Stock Ex-
change (DSE) resulting in the
decline of its market capitali-
sation and all-share price in-
dex, according to market op-
eralors.

The country-wide hartal
begins today.

"We sustained political
movements and hartals in the
past but this time, we feel
very insecured.” a high offi-
cial of the DSE told The Daily

| Star here yesterday.

"Most share prices de
clined during the last week
and trading in the last two
days was notably dull.”

The market capitalisation
fell by Tk 57 crores Lo Tk
5600 34 crore at the closing

of the week Thursday from
the previous week's Tk
5500.9 1.

The all-share price index
declineed by 9.96 points or
1.13 peer cent to B8.40 from
the previous week's 890.41
points.

The coming weecks will
also be somewhat dull due to
the pwolitical situation and
partia lly because of the elec-
tion of the DSE counsellors,
sched uled for on December
2. According to DSE sources,
the campaign for the election
has al ready started.

During the week ahead,
the [DSE office will be kept
open but trading will not take
place before Tuesday. From
Turrsday onwards, trading

See Page 12 Col 1

Debt servicing rises

by over 25 times

By Inam Ahmed and R M Titumir

The country's debt servic
ing has increased by more
than 25 times since 1993 74
hecause of mounting debts
expiry ol grace periods and
unfavourable exchange rate
movements

At the same time. the per
capita debt obligation also
showed an increase

Total payments for debt
servicing rose from 19 mil

lion US dollars in 1973 -74 to
512 4 illion dollars in
1993-94 It increased by 6 9

million dollars in 1993-94
from the previous years
505 5 million dollars. accord

ing to latest ERD statistica
The per capita debt obli
gation of the country also In

« reased from only 6.59 dol
liars In 1973-74 to 133 dol
iars in 1993-94 '

This increase is a result of
'he shrinkage of the share ol
¢grants in the external aid
package and the increase of
external borrowings.

The amount paid in debt
servicing in 1993-94 repre-
sented 20.2 per cent of the
country's merchandise ex
ports. but if the worker
remiltances and service ex
ports are considered, it rep
resented 12 per cent

There has been a gradual
decrease In debt service ratiy
since 1986 [n that year, the

ratic was 30.6 per cent It fell |

Seo Papge 12 Col 7
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144 hartals in

9 I‘I'HH]“]*-.

By Staff Correspondent

Al least 144 hartals, rang-
ing from 6 hours to 96 hours,

had been called by various
political parties and other

" organisations from January to

October 1 this year.

These hartals — both
countrywide and at district-
level — were mainly called
by the opposition parties.

Besides, the trade union
organisations, traders, busi-
ness groups and professional
bodies went for hartals.

In some cases, the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) and its student wing
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal also
called hartals at district level.

The major opposition par-
ties — Awami League, Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami —
since their resignation from
Parliament in December 94,
have been pressing for hold-
ing general elections under a
caretaker government.

The opposition parties, in

See Page 12 Col 5
Cyclonic storm
weakens: Heavz

The country has escaped
being hit by a severe cy*
clonic storm formed in the
Bay of Bengal as it weakened
into a land depression after
crossing the Orissa coast and
is now centred near Cuttuck
of India, report BSS, UNB.

Meanwhile, at least 19
persons were injured when
storms lashed five thanas of
Sirajganj and three villages
under Muladi thana of Barisal
yesterday. Met office sources
said the already weakened
storm is likely to move fur-
ther in a north and north-
westerly direction gradually
losing its force.

However, under the

ence of the depression
or squally wind with 45 to
kph speed accompanied by
heavy rainfall will continue to
affect the coastal regions of
Shatkhira, Khuilna,
Pirojpur, Barguna, Patuakhali,
Barisal and Bhola and the re-
gions of Faridpur, Dhaka,
Tangail, Comilla, Noakhali,
Sylhet and Pabna till today.
the sources told BSS yester-
day evening.

Maritime port of Mongla
has been advised to lower
danger signal number 7 and
instead hoist local cautionary
signal number 3. Maritime
ports of Chittagong and Cox's

See Page 12 Col 8

Kashmir polls:
EC rejects
Rao's plan

NEW DELHI, Nov 10: In-
dia’'s election commission re-
jected today Prime Minister
P V Narasimha Rao's contro-
versial plan to hold local polls
next month in troubled
Jammu and Kashmir state,
reports Reuter,

The three-member com-
mission agreed that free and
fair assembly elections could
not be held at this time in
the Himalayan state, where
more than 20,000 people
have died in a five-year sepa-
ratist rebellion.

“The commission has
therefore decided with total
unanimity that it cannot, re-
peat not, recommend at pre-
sent to the governor of J and
K (Jammu and Kashmir) the
initiation of elections to the J
and K assembly.” it said in a
statement.

56pc pass CU
BA (Pass) exams

CHITTAGONG., Nov 10:
The results of BA (Pass) ex-
aminations of 1993 held in
December 1994 and January
1995 under the University of
Chitlagong were announced
on Thursday. reports BSS.

According to a pgarzette
published by the university, a
total of 2,611 regular candi-

,' dates appeared in the exami-

nations, of whom 1463 came
out successful. A total of 280
external candidates outl of
840 also came out successful
in the examinations.

The percentage of pass is
513

Of the total candidates,

128 passed in the second
division while 1,615 in the
third division.

None got first division n
the examination. No candi-
date from 12 colleges out of
109 under the same univer-
sity came out successiul.



