‘Working does not Mean

by Mozammel Kabir

parents, partially, earlier them usual
Besides, thus they all do waste some
money in trivial ways like buying a rather
expensive piece of clothing or eating in a
laxury hotel for exampie, but they all agree
"the conscience seems to taunt one with
less vigors if it's one's own money that is

for at least sound like)

“work” for a "model” student should be to

"study” and nothing else.

In that case, | think, in honour of our grown-

ups, we could dare to

quotation as "All STUDY and no play makes
Jack the PERFECT boy". Now! that should
lower their temper a bit, | hope. Oh Boy!
Grown-ups are really a bunch of fastidious

people!! Aren't they?

But times have changed and so have people.
eration has a very different
concept about life itself and about learning.
To them the concept of a model student
as a_person who should be standing waist
high in voluminous books and stick one's

The new

nose hour after hour into

prehistoric — a thing of the past.
They believe "anyone" who devotes his time

and thought in learning

knowledge should be regarded as a
student. A kind of knowledge that would
not only open one's vision about truth and
wisdom but also prepare him rightfully to
face the harsh and cruel world ahead.
This knowledge can be gathered in many
ways, besides books everyday chores and
., convivial conversations, jobs and
. responsibilities might convey tonnes of
information that are worth learning. An
interested soul shouldn't find it hard to

pick them up.
Recently an increasing

are

with the "real world" by

Their job choice ranges

waiting upon customers in restaurants,
performing the role of a sales person in
shops, working as secretaries in offices to
professions like teaching in schools,
working as sub-editors and repo
newspapers, ] and so on.
They believe they are not only earning
money of their own at this early age (15-
20) but also experiencing and learning
they could have if
they hadn't joined the club. "It makes you
: really learn hew to talk to peo-
ple and that's very important” suggested

new things more than
smart; you

one devoted being.
The average income of a

ranges from Tk 2000 to,Tk 15000 per
on the type
busy with and the amount of time he is
giving for it. An “average” like t isn't
something worth ignoring,
sense, coniributing to the country's GDP.
Most of these students work irrespec
their parents financial conditions. Their

month

income may as well

contribution to their family's needs, for in
most cases they finance their own
education and hence they unburden their

LL work and no play makes Jack a

dull boy" — a very appreciable piece

of quotation for us student lots. But
unfortunately our grown-ups don't seem to
appreciate it as much as we do. they think

number of students
to get themselves entangled
involving them-
selves in various kinds of employments.

that the only

-
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Our Toiling Friends!

going down the drain.”

rephrase the

Generally all our working friends have
arranged so that their jobs do not
interfere with this formal education and
social duties. At times, inspite of their
whole-hearted effort, things might get
meddled up but that is fairly rare. Their

working hours rage from 3 toe 7 hours.

them is simply
do

and collecting

course

which do not amount to much if they
utilize the remaining hours of the day with
due descreption.

Besides, they simply avoid wasting time in
idle gossip and such trivialities which they
used to before — for now they have
something of much greater importance to

something which grows
confidence, sharpens their intellect and
improves their perspective of the reality
and of course fills their pockets.

When queried about their working conditions
the general reaction was "It is okay but of

there is
improvements especially
side". They also shared the feeling that a
suitable working
healthy and standard.

In addition's to this the atmosphere should
be friendly and people should
for what one is. If not so, that job would

their

always room for
the financial

environment ought to be

one

rathers suit a waste-basket well enough.

Another

from tutoring,

rters in

some
"Students”

, which most readers might

possibly ask is that, why employers seem
to have developed a general liking towards
students? The answers is most manifest
students, being young and adventurous,
form the most honest and energetic
force of all. They are sincere and
enthusiastic and try to enjoy whatever they
learn. Their arduous for adventure make
them bubble with such vigors that they
always score beyond those people who join
work just for the work's sake.
try to
interesting and they all present novelty.
Besides this, most students have had a
good polishing in school so that they are
all well-behaved, punctual and decent lots
which makes them simply marvellous.

"study” whatever is

But the society at large remains reluctant to

student
of job he is

they are, in a
tive of

have some

appreciate such a prudent effort. This is
because the beliefs of most people are
based upon conservative principles. Their
general view is that a student should not
engage himself in any type of employment
unless financial instability makes it
absolutely essential. In addition to this
people always turn a sniffing nose to the
fact that girls are working and earning for
themselves.

Besides, parents usually loose confidence
upon their own power over their children
once they become financially independent.
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Hence they

The real world; Where we are

often refuse flatly when their
children ask for their consent. Another

conviction that reinforces their refusal is
that once students go after money, they
tend to move away from their text-book-
education, although as most students will

agree this is hardly the case.
The only thing we students can say about

this

is that
convictions are ill-based, since working
students learn to live with a much wide
, reality — a reality which hardly fails to
include family education and everything
else. Working does not mean going astray.

Going Astray’

just stepping now. — Star photo

all these doubts and

It only means that one is taking a rather

different view of life.

The Independence

HE independence war

of Bangladesh resul-

ted in much blood-
shed and sorrow as well as a
sense of pride among the
people of Bangladesh. Inno-
cent people were brutally
murdered because of what
they believed in and what
they stood for. Many people
died during protests and ral-
lies for unjust reasons. Others
simply gave their life away for
the love of their country and
the dream of their freedom.

Before India and Pakistan
became free nations in 1947,
they were all one nation. This
big nation, consisting of what
is known today as India, Pak-
istan and Bangladesh, was
ruled by the British and was
known as British India. When
the Indians started a move-
ment for freedom, Muslims
demanded a separate country
for them.

Mr Jinnah was initially a
member of the Congress
Party, the main force behind
India's struggle for indepen-
dence. Due to differences
with the other members of
the Congress, Mr Jinnah re-
signed and formed his own
party called the Muslim
League.

The main aim of the Mus-
lim League was to form a sep-
arate nation for the Muslims
in India. This meant that Bri-
tish India would be parti-
tioned. The division would be
based on Muslim and Hindu
majority areas. As a result, in
August, 1947, two new na-
tions were created. India and
Pakistan (East and West).
East Pakistan, which was
separated from the West, by
the Indian mainland, was a
part of the province of Bengal
in British India. The people
in the East spoke a different
language and were also cul-
turally different from the
West Pakistanis. Besides,
Bengal was far removed from
the Arab mainland and Islam.
Bengal had acquired a kind of
flavor of its own through the
influence of Sufism, a philos
ophy that borrowed many
ideas from the mysticism of
the Hindu -

Soon after independence,
East Pakistan began to realize

that it took more than reli-
gion to build a nation. Lan-
guage became one of the key
issues of conflict between
East and West Pakistan.

As a consequence of Mr
Jinnah's declaration, the
Bengalis of East Pakistan
launched a series of protest
marches started as early as
March, 1948 and culminated

by Srabonti Ali

in the Language Movement in
1952. Four students died on
the 21st of February, during a
protest rally. These deaths
were condemned by the East
Pakistani leaders. This issue
became the rallying cry for
students as Wwell as politi-
cians. This was the first secu-

lar issue to be raised in the
otherwise orthodox Pakistan.
The West Pakistani authori-
ties realized that it would be
difficult to contain the wrath
of the East Pakistanis and it
finally accepted Bengali as a
second state language.
Language wasn't the only

(

OTS of promises were
made at the time of
independence to ma-
ke Bangladesh a paradise on
earth. But unfortunately that
didn't happen. Selfishness
became an integral part of
our society. People began to
care less about their moth-
erland and concentrated
more on their self-comfort.
There is also a common
allegation nowadays, that the
present younger generation
is irresponsible in nature and
commit actions which have
ill-effects on the society. And
surprisingly the blame for
their crimes goes to their
parents. Yes, it is truesthat
the parents of those young
people are responsible but
the most blame should go to
the so-called learned politi-
cians of the country.

The political leaders have
turmed the whole society into
a complete mess. They are in
literal sense using the
younger generation to do all
types of dirty political activi-
ties. The educational institu-
tions have turned into a vio-
lent political warfare zone.
The student groups of the
government and the opposi-
tion party fight against one
another and few are left to
die. After their death, the

\Enllticians make  big

An Appeal-to_ Our Leaders

Do not Deprive Us of A
Golden Tomorrow

by Rabeth Khan

speeches and send condo-
lence messages to the be-
reaved family and that's the
end of those unfortunate
boys. ;
The educational standard
has fallen sharply. The eco-
nomic situation of the coun-
try has also gone into a state
of doldrums. It is a common
phenomenon that every time
the.opposition parties have to
protest against the govern-
ment, it is in form of long,
continuous ‘'hartals’'. Ever

since the emergence of poli-

tics' in Bangladesh, the gov-
ernment nor the opposition
ever utilized the parliament
in the correct manner. Both
the sides have been elected
to sort out their difference in
the architectural wonders of
Sangsad Bhaban. But instead
they fought against each
other, spilling blood and
pushing the country into total
darkness.

For the past couple of
months, the frequency of
hartals has increased in
alarming manner. And in the
near future, there is a plan of
continuous, unabated six days
hartal. There has already
been losses of few crore taka
and more is expected in the
coming days. Education is af-
fected significantly. Even the
sports arena is suffering from

the influence of hartals. The
West Indies Under-19 team
is set to begin their cricket
tour from the 11th of
November. But the whole
programme is in jeopardy
because of the hartals.

We the student commu-
nity and the younger genera-
tion earnestly appeal to the
political leaders of the oppo-
sition and the government
sides to sit together and
agree mutually to end the po-
litical impasse. It is said that
the politicians of this country
want to hand over power in
the future to worthy young-
sters of today. The whole
country is looking forward to
see an educated young-gener-
ation, who will be able to take
Bangladesh to great heights.

An earnest request to the
leaders of the political par-
ties is that, "Please sort out
your differences without af-
fecting the country socially
and economically. And don't
use the student community
for wrong political purposes
but instead give them a
chance to shine brightly in
the future.” We, the young
generation of today, want to
be successful in every aspect
of life.

We want to live. Don't de-

_prive us of hopes of a golden
>

tomorrow.

N

problem that the national
faced. The East Pakistanis
accused the West Pakistanis
of economic exploitation.
East Pakistan claimed that
West Pakistan was not giving
them their fair share of
money for the products that
they produced and exported,
like jute. Badruddin Umar, an
author of various books on
the liberation of Bangladesh,
writes, "Central and provin-
cial Governments, which
were dominated by the civil
servants totally, neglected
the improvement of the ex-
ternal economy of East Pak-
istan and this was one of the
important reasons why pri-
vate investment in East Pak-

istan was almost negligible
during the first decade of
Pakistan.”

Economic disparity be-
came a major issue of discon-
tent between the two wings
of the nation. The Awami
League, which, by this time,
had dropped the word
"Muslim” from its name was
the main force behind the
movement for economic in-
dependence.

The tidal wave in

damaged the property and
land of many East Pakistanis.
Most of the money and aid
that was sent by foreign
countries to aid the restora-
tion of the ravaged nation,
."ever got to East Pakistan.

The President of the na-
tion, General Yahya Khan who
was in China this dev-
astating cyclone did not
bother to stop on the way
back to Karachi and visit the
dam East Pakistan. East
Pakistanis were fed up of be-
ing treated like the minority
when, population-wise, they
were the majority.

In 1969, there were mass
protests against two decades
of martial law and authoritar-
jan rule. This time, the West
Pakistani-based political par-
ties also joined the protests
against the military regime
that held usurped power and
had ruled the country as a
police state for ten years. The
military regime had to yield
to the peoples' demands for
democracy. As a result, in

1970
. killed 168,000 people, and

War of BangladeSI;

1970, fair and democratic
elections were held for the
transfer of power of the na-
tion to the elected party. To
the West Pakistans' surprise,
Awami League, the leading
political party of East Pak-
istan, led by Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, won a sweeping vic-
tory.

Unfortunately, the West
Pakistani politicians refused
to transfer the power that
had been controlled by them
since independence, over to
the elected party.

On March 7, 1971, Sheikh
Mujib made a historic
speech, in which he stated,
"Ebarer sangram mulktir san-
gram; ebarer sangram shad-
hinotar sangram.” (This
struggle is for our emancipa-
tion; this struggle is for our
freedom). This line brought
out the warrior in almost ev-
ery man and woman who
heard him. It was the symbol
of a dream for a new nation.
The address was followed by
a non-cooperation move-
ment, which paralysed the
government. The people of
East Pakistan refused to allow
the government (which ac-
cording to them was illegal)
to function.

The arrest of Sheikh Mu-
jib was followed by the Pak-
istani army crackdown on
March 25, 1971. Tens of
thousands of Bengalis were
killed that night, and the
rest, terrorized. Women were
raped and then murdered.
Intellectuals (professors,
doctors and writers) were
taken away from their homes
homes by the Pakistani army
and killed. Hindus and other
minorities were special tar-
gets of army brutality. The
Pakistani Army went from
house to house ordering the
people to pull down the flag
of Shadhin Bangladesh (free
Bangladesh). The flag was
green with a red sun contain-
ing a yellow map of
Bangladesh. The green signi-
fied the natural beauty of the
nation and the red signified
the e of a new
nation. Those who refused to
take the flag down were im-
mediately shot.

(To be continued)

| "Graffiti On the Walls!"

by Muneera

ALKING along the
streets of this city.
one cannot but es-
cape noticing the illustra-
tions on virtually all the walls
around. No sooner is a new
wall (or building buwilt) is #t
covered up in bold letters,
declaring political slogans,
advertisements and other
messages. Of these, political
slogans are the most com-
mon ones. Since the number
of political parties we have
(and the number of opiniond
as well) is quite large, they
take up the space provided
by most of the walls.
Sometimes messages are
painted over with white to
cover them, and display
other ones. Mostly, these il-
lustrations are carried out in
the dark of the night, and
very often one hears about
the clashes that took place
over two different groups
over the of walls!
too, don't escape
the eye of such painters and
one often finds even the sec-
ond or third storey of a
building painted in bold
colours and figures. Messages
on such walls are
not much pleasant most
times, frequently proclaiming
such viclent messages as "we
want bood —, we want re-
vengel”

Advertisements are an-
other media who are rapidly
coming into competition for
wall space. Names of private
colleges, clinics etc are often
displayed in bold letters,
with their addresses below:

some newcomers into the

area are most obviously mis-
led into th that

Recently,. my uncle was
very worried about this hap-
pening to his new wall. The
day after his wall was plas-
tered, we woke up to find it
covered up in beld brown
letters.

"They got you alright

night, in verses from Tagore,
proclaiming the “vigour of
the youth.”

"At least,” he said, "My
wall has a better and health-

ier than the others.”
I could not but agree!




