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WB experts caution against |

reintroduction of agri subsidy

World Bank experis yes
terday cautioned against
reintroduction of agricultural
subsidy while strongly advo
cating continued market or-
ented reforms

The Bank officials also re
iterated the need for "neu
tral” government policies,
complete abolition of subsi-
dies, integrated resource
management, comprehensive
water resource management
and providing autonomy to
the research institutions. to
accelerate agricultural grow-
th.

Ridwan Ali, Chiefl of Agri-
cultural and Natural Re-
sources Division of South Asia
Country Department-1 in the
World Bank headquarters in
Washington, and his col-
league Rashid Faruque were
*exchanging on various issues
on agriculture in Bangladesh
with members of the Eco-
nomic Reporters’ Forum.
World Bank local mission
Chief Pierre :Landell-Mills
and Naimuddin Chowdhury of
agriculture wing were also
present during the discus-
sion at the resident mission
office.

Ridwan Ali strongly sug-
gested that policymakers in
Bangladesh must withstand
growing pressure for subsi-
dies and government inter-
ventions in agriculture.

Added Rashid Faruqee:
"Subsidy is not the solution ...
market should be allowed to

run efficiently. Farmers
should be ensured timely and
supply of inputs.”

Landell-Mills said eco-

By Staff Correspondent

nomic impdact of spendings
on rural roads health and
education could be grealer
than return from providing
subsicly

The experts. here in con
nection with a World Bank
workshop on agriculture,

suggested intensive research
in agriculture, crop diversifi-
cation., drawing up waler
management strategy and,
above all, market-driven pro-
duction and marketing.

Dwelling on the role of the
government in the agricul
ture sector, Ali said "There
would be some provocation
for reintroduction of subsi-
dies. But the pgovernment
should be limited to its regu-
latory role, get out of the
productive activities and gov-
ernment should not do what
the NGOs and productive
enterprises could do.”

in reply to a question on
how to overcome the recent

slowdown in the agricultural
growth, Rashid Farugee said,
"There is a need for inte-
grated natural resource man-
agement. Farmers know what
is best for them and the gov-
ernment should create the
level playing ground."

On diversification, he said,
"Diversification should not be
seen as an end in itself but as
a means to an end. Economic
reasons will force the farm-
ers to make their choices.
Farmers do response to the
demand.”

Referring to the impact of
Uruguay Round on Bangla-
desh's agricultural prospects,
he said "May be, in the short

run the country will have
problems. iutl with efficient
production base lower labour
wage. the country may reap
the benefit "

Pierre Landel Mills, com
menting on how decline on
IDA finances would affect WB
agricultural lending in
Bangladesh, said "Bangladesh
should have to prove its
credit-worthiness in receiv
ing the IDA finances

He said limited absorbing
capacity. slow project prepa
ration and poor implementa-
tion might act as impediment
to secure IDA credit in a
competing aid climate.

Answering a question,
Rashid Faruqee warned
against any dictated price ol
farm products. "Any dictated
price on political considera-
tion can bring disaster to
production. Farmers will
simply not produce if they do
not get fair return. The mar-
ket must operate its own
way,” he said.

On irrigation. Faruqee said
groundwater would continue

to be the main source of irri-

gation in Bangladesh in the |

medium term. He. however,
suggested a comprehensive
national water management
strategy in view of gradual
drawing down of water table.

Ridwan Ali, to a question
on research, said poor incen-
tive package was prompting
qualified Bangladeshi experts
to leave their homeland. He
recommended a contract-
based research as a solution
to the problem.

Tidal surge hits
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However, the severe cy-
clonic storm that formed in
the Bay of Bengal lost its
strength significantly after
crossing the Orissa coast in
India and was moving to-
wards the coastal regions of

till late last night.

Shah Alam, a meteorolo-
gist at the Dhaka Met Office,
told The Daily Star that wind
was blowing at 80 kilometre
per hour at the peripheral
coastal belts but the storm
.was gradually weakening till
Thursday midnight.

Earlier, a bulletin of Storm
Warning Centre said the se-
vere cyclonic storm with a
core of Hurricane wind over
northwest Bay close to the
Orissa coasi moved north-
ward and crossed the coast
near Puri at three yesterday
afternoon.

The Hurricane wind later
weakened into a cyclonic
storm and lay centered near
Cuttack in India. It was likely
to in a north-north-
easterly direction further in-
land and might weaken grad-
ually weather forecasts said.

Under the influence of the
storm, gusty or squally wind
speeding upto 60 to 80
kilometre per hour (KPH])
with heavy to very heavy
rainfalls would continue to af-
fect the coastal regions of
Satkhira. Khulna, Bagerhat,
Perojpur, Barguna, Patu-
akhali, Barisal and Bhola, said
the bulletin of the Storm
Warning Centre.

The Khulna DC said that a
strong breeze blew around 10
last night and some parts of
the district's low-lying areas
went under two to three feet

Qunung the Thana Nlrhlhl
Officer (TNO) of Koira. Our
Khulna Correspondent re-
ports that a trawler with a
bridal party on board cap-
sized in river Chunkuri
around 6 pm and 12 passen-
gers were missing.

Low lying areas of the
coastal districts of Satkhira,
Khulna, Bagerhat, Perojpur,
Barguna, Barisal, Patuakhali
and Bhola and their off-shore

islands and chars are likely to

be inundated by a storm

surge of between five to eight |

feet higher than the normal } .0 {he conference, organ-

astronomical tide. said the
special weather bulletin. The
maximum astronomical tide
is 10 feet in these areas
above mean seal-level.

All fishing boats and
trawlers over north Bay have
been advised to remain in
shelter till further notice.

Maritime port of Mongla
has been advised to keep
hoisted danger signal number
seven while the maritime
ports of Chittagong and Cox's
Bazar have been advised to
lower danger signal number
six and hoist distant warning
signal number two.

River ports of the coastal
districts of Sathkhira,
Khulna, Bagerhat, Perojpur,
Barguna, Barisal, Patuakhali
and Bhola have been advised
to keep hoisted riverine dan-
ger signal number three.
River ports of the coastal dis-
tricts of Noakhali, Feni,
Laxmipur, Chandpur, Chit-
tagong and Cox's Bazar have
been advised to lower river-
ine warning signal number
two and hoist cautionary sig-
nal number one.
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Criminal Procedure and the
statements of retraction.

Another division bench of
the HC comprising Justice M
M Hoque and Justice Mo-
hammad Nurul Islam on Au-
gust 30 last issued rule on
the government and stayed
all further proceedings of the
case pending in the court be-
low.

The government went to
the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court against the
HC order, but later prayed for
withdrawal of the petition
and Justice Mohammad Ab-
dur Rouf of the Appellate Di-
vision in his chamber granted
the government prayer with
cost.

Barrister Abul Mansur,
brother of late Major General
M A Manzur lodged an FIR
against Ershad, Major (retd)
Kazi Emdadul Huq, Major
Gen (Retd) Abdul Latif, Ltd
Col (retd) Shamsur Rahman
and Ltd Col Kamal Uddin
Bhuiyan on February 28 last
with the Panchlaish Police
station, Chittagong.

Following the killing of
late President Ziaur Rahman
Manzur was allegedly mur-
dered at Chittagong Canton-
ment on June 1, 1981.

After submission of the
charge sheet the case was

Manzur murder case

transferred from Chittagong
to Dhaka Sessions Judge
Courl by a notification on Au-
gust 3 last.

The Dhaka Sessions Judge
on August 16 took cognizance
of the offence under Section
302/109/201/34 of the Pe-
nal Code against all the ac-
cuseds.

The sessions court alse -

refused a defence prayer to
supply copies of statements

recorded under Section 164

of the Code of Criminal Pro-
cedure and limited the num-
ber of lawyers for each of the
accused.

Moreover, the Sesslnns
Judge held his court outside
the Dhaka Judge Court
premises in a building oppo-
site to Dhaka Central Jail at
Nazimuddin Road, but the
court was not established by a
gazette notification as re-
quired.

But the government pub-
lished a gazette notification
on August 28 last.

Advocate Khondker Mah-
bub Hossain assisted by Advo-
cate Golam Kibria moved for

Ershad, while A F M Hassan
Kabir |

Arif and Amirul
Chowdhury, Deputy Attorney
Generals and Syed Abu
Kawsar, Assistant Attorney
General, appeared on behalf
of the state.
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. terday's tripartite meeting
- said a consensus has been

|

Govt, Opposition
urged to resolve
crisis thru'
dialogue

Participants at "a national
conference,” of the profes-
sionals yesterday urged both
government and opposition
to resolve the nation's pro-
longed political crisis

through dialogue and shun
politics of hartal for greater

" interest of democracy and to

protect the constitution of
the country, reports BSS.

Held at the National Press
Club auditorium in the after-

ised by the newly-floated
"Peshajibi Oikya Parishad —
Professionals’ Unity Council
— was presided over by
former Vice Chancellor of the
Chittagong University Dr Ab-
dul Aziz.

A number ol professional
leaders participated in the
discussion while Amanullah
Kabir, a senior journalist and
BFUJ Secretary General
conducted it.

In his presidential spee-
ch, Dr Abdul Aziz observed
that every government must
protect the constitution of
the country. He said the
current crisis in politics
should also be solved
through the constitutional
framework.

Gaibandha
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and used lethal weapons.

Police said Zahid Hasan
Titu, 22, a degree student of
the Gobindaganj Degree Col--
lege, got splinter injuries
during the fight and was
chopped to death by the ri-
vals. The BCL claimed Titu as
its activist.

The BCL activists swung
into rowdy protest in the
thana headquarters, blocked
the Dhaka-Dinajpur road and
set fire to at least 13 shops at
Jahanara Market.

The firefighters could not
extinguish the flame as they
were resisted by the local

people.
Traffic on the Dhaka-Dina-

jpur highway remained sus-

pended till filing the report
at about 10:30 pm.

- Additional police have
been deployed in the areas to
lend off further trouble.

Rhone Poulenc

, From Page 1

the dispute to the Labour
Court.

The rule issued upon a
writ petition by the manage-
ment has been made return-
able in two weeks.

The union went on a
strike from August 21 after
negotiations between the
management and the union
had broken down on the
question of pay rise and pe-
riod &f agreement regarding
pay rise. 5

It was stated in the peti-
tion that the 82-day strike
caused scarcity of life saving
medicine and caused serious
concern amongst the foreign
investors.

Sources present in yes-

reached regarding pay rise.
But the union leaders are yet
to give their decision regard-

ing period of pay rise.

I

l

The Bungladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters Association 1H{:‘HE'AJ oh<irved

a token hunger strike in front of its office in the city yesterday.

Bid to capture halls
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on the rool. They ransacked
the rooms of the activists of
JCD and other student organ-
isations, said eyewitness.

When the news spread,
agitated general students
brought out a procession and
the armed activists of the ICS
chased them. ICS activists
also fired in the air while
chasing the general students.

The students took shelter
at the Vice Chancellor's of-
fice. The Shibir activists
opened fire aiming at the
VC's office too, according to
witnesses.

The ICS activists also ex-
ploded cocktails and chal-
lenged the police when they
came from Savar thana at the
call of the authorities, cam-
pus sources said.

A reinforcement of 200
police personnel was sent
from Dhaka.

After an incident of cam-
pus violence in 1989, the ICS
was barred by the All Party
Students' Unity (APSU) from
all their activities within the
university. It made its first at-
tempt yesterday to stage a
comeback to the campus
since that incident.

Meanwhile, the JU Teach-
ers' Association (JUTA), JCD,
Chhatra Union, Chhatra
League (5-P) in separate
statements, condemned yes-
terday s violence on the cam-

pus and demanded exem-
plary punishment to those
responsible.

Police raid was on in
Kamal Uddin Hall till the fil-
ing of this report last night.

All the examinations of
Honours classes that were
scheduled to be held yester-
day were cancelled.

AL protests
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was hartal, he said adding.
“the difference is that they
observed a 15-minute hartal
and we go for 12 24 hour
hartal. There is no alternative
to hartal in democratic
movemernt, he said.

Zillur Rahman said the
BNP is desperately trying to

cling to power by any means
as it realised that there was

no public support for it. But it
would not succeed and peo-
ple would realise the demand
for elections under a neutral

caretaker government. he
added.
Earlier, Sramik League

held a rally at the same venue
protesting Wednesday's
‘police action.’ Presided over
by Niaz Mohammad Khan, the
rally was addressed by,
among others, Zillur Rahman
and Mofazzal Hossain Chowd-
hury Maya.

Later, a procession was
brought out which paraded
different city streets.

Sequence of a dance presented at a cultural function at a
city hotel yesterday, organised by the Thai Airways to

celebrate its 30 years in Dhaka.

— Star photo

— Star photo

BGMEA

Froni-Page |
idarity with them.

Talking to newsmen after
the strike was over, BGMEA
President Redwan Ahmed
MP said, "Saving Farments
industry from the ruination is
our only demand.”

He urged the government
and opposition leaders
solve the political crisis by
sitting across the table

Referring to the political
instability in the country,
Redwan said that garment
sector was heading towards a

DHAKA
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Council of Europe
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STRASBOURG. Nov 9: Ukraine and the former Yugosiav
republic of Macedonia today became the 37th and 38th
countries to join the council of Europe. Macedonia. which

two months age resolved a bitter
neighbouring Greeee over both its official

conflict with
name and its

flag. becomes the second former Yugoslav Republic to join
the body. the first being Slovenia reports AFP.

'HC stays proceedings
of Radar Case

A High Court division

| bench yesterday issued rule

| upon

the government to

| show cause why the proceed

ings in Special Case No. 155
of 1994 better known as the
Radar Case now pending be-
fore the special tribunal of
sixth additional sessions
judge. Dhaka. sheuld not be
gquashed. reports BSS

The bench comprising
Justice Mohammad Mozam-
mel Huq and Justice Mah-
fuzur Rahman also stayed all
further proceedings of the
Radar Case against accused

| HM Ershad

to '

total disaster due to hartals, |

strike, and other agitation
programimes.
He hoped that govern-

ment and opposition leaders
would come up to solve the

problems facing this sector
and help the BGMEA mem
bers to fulfil their export
quota by December 31.

Regarding their demands |

to keep the garment sector
outside the purview of hartal
and other political pro-
grammes, BGMEA president
said they did not get any di-
rect assurance in this regard.
But he appreciated the deci-
sion of relaxing hartal pro-
gramme and thanked the op-
position leaders, particularly
Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina.

Writ challenging
11th, 12th
amendments
dismissed

By SC Correspondent

The High Court Division
yesterday dismissed the writ
petition filed by "Field Mar-
shal Shaitan" challenging the
11th and 12th amendment of
the Constitution.

The division bench of the
HC comprising Justice Bi-
malendu Bikash Roy Chowd-
hury and Justice Muhammad
Abdul Mannan by an order
dismissed the petition for
default and also for misjoin-
der of respondents.

But the petitioner along
with his lawyer later ap-
peared before the court and
verbally prayed for restora-
lion of the petition and in re-
sponse the court instructed

the lawyer for the petitioner
to file an application swear-
ing affidavit.

The lawyer for the peti-
lioner said that at the late
hour he submitted the appli-
cation for restoration of the
petition in its original num-
ber and form in the chamber
of the court and the court
also fixed the matter to come
up in the list on Sunday next.

Earlier, the court said in
its order, "As the very name
of the petitioner arose suspi-
cion in our mind we asked
the learned Advocate for the
petitioner to produce the
petitions today. Neither the
petitioner nor his lawyer is
present in the court. In the
circumstances it seems (o 118
that the petitioner is a ficti-
tious person. None is, there-
for. aggrieved.”

Cost of political impasse
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support from the govern-

ment.” the ambassador said,
adding that supply of elee-
tricity, port capacity and cus-
toms handling should be im-
proved.

"A very large portion of tax
goes to support the state en-
terprises. This subsidy should
go for sectors like education
and health.”

Merrill also stressed di-
versification of exports and
reforms to improve loan re-
covery.

The ambassador said
although the US assistance to
Bangladesh was decreasing,

" trade was growing rapidly.

He mentioned that since
there would be no quetas in
garment exports to the US in
the future, "Bangladesh would
have to compete on effi-
ciency.” By eliminating child
labour from garment indus-
try, the country could in-
crease its competitiveness,
he added.

Earlier, MCCI] President M
Anis Ud Dowla, in his ad-
dress, sald that with the

adoption of free market sys-
tem, economic relations be-
tween the two countries

wopld "depend on the USA,

providing the necessary sup-
port in the same manner as it
has worked together with
many countries.” -

He said the political
stalemate has also stagnated
the economy and added that
“The politicians in exercising
their political rights have
generally tended to ignore
the needs of the economy.”

"Neither the government
nor the Opposition has
played the roles expected of
them in a democratic set-
up.” he maintained.

"The nt has not
done well in bringing about a
consensus on critical socio-
economic issues and also in
mobilising public opinion be-
hind its economic reform

" the MCCI president
remarked.

"The Opposition failed in
ensuring (ransparency in
government's actions and
policies,” he added.

“In this situation, it is nat-

ural that bad politics will
scare away good economic
opportunities,” he said.

He sought US help in re-
solving the impasse as "any
further deterioration will
limit our chances to avail of
the excellent business oppor-
lunities.”

The MCCI president also
suggested that the PL-480
fund be provided to trade
bodies to help increase in
dustrial productivity.

He sought US help to de-
velop the research cell of the
MCCI! into a 'fully-fledged
think tank' to enable the pri-
vate sector compete in the
global market.

The ambassador assured
evaluation of the projects
through exchange of views.

Later, the Ambassador
replied to questions from the
members of the MCCI

In response to Faisal Sid-
digui's suggestion. who I8
also a member of the MCCI,
about easing the visa system
for busintssmen., Merrill
said, "We are looking what
can be done for this.”

| BOU,

Ershad filed a petition be-
fore the High Court division
bench to quash the proceed-
ings of the Radar Case plead-
ing that the case against him
is not sustainable in law and
the court below erred in law
by framing the charge and
prejudicing the matter of
malafide as alleged and with-
out hearing the petitioner

The case in brief is that
Md Ali Haider, an officer of

Father, son killed

in Lalmonirhat

LALMONIRHAT. Nov 9:
Unidentified miscreants
killed the night guard of the

Government Vocational Insti-
tute and his sou at the insti-
tute premises early today,
reports UNB.

Police said Shamsul Haq,
50, and his son Rafiqul Islam
Shimu, 15, were found dead
in their room on the campus.

The victims hailed from
Chithulia village in Dunot
thana of Bogra district Rafiqul
was the candidate of voca-
tional final year examination

| under the institute.

Medical board
for Ershad

The government yesterday
constituted a five-member
medical board to examine the
health condition of deposed
president HM Ershad, who is
now reported to have been
suffering from jaundice, re-
ports BSS.

Headed by Prof Abu Taher,
Director of PG Hospital, the
board's other members are
Prof CH Kabir, Head of the
Department of Surgery, PG
Hospital, Dr Mobin Khan,
liver specialist, PG Hospital,
Prof Niseruddin of Dhaka
Medical College Hospital and
Civil Surgeon of Dhaka.

Ershad, who is now in the
Dhaka central jail, has so far
been convicted in four cases.

Open University
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Syed Lutft Ali. Director of
the media centre, located at
the Teachers Training Col-
lege (TTC] premises at
Dhanmondi, alleged that the
students of the TTC started
“pelting stones and blasting
cocktails from around 9:30 in
the morning which lasted for
about an hour and a half.”

On a visit to the spot, this
correspondent saw broken
windows, burnt equipment,
disconnected telephone
lines, drops of blood on floor
and met the panic siricken
stafl members of the centre.

Of the burnt equipment
there were two audio editing
panels, out of the six such
panels imported from Japan.
Besides, production vans and
airconditioners were also
damaged.

When contacted, the VC of
Shamsher Ali, said,
"some vested quarters were
working behind the scene to
sabotage the project.” The is-
sue will be taken up with the
law enforcing agencies, he
added.

Dhanmondi Police, when
contacted, acknowledged the
incident but could not give
any detail. However. a com
plaint has been lodged by
BOU, the police added

PM: Dialogue
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Our Stall Correspondent
adds: Begum Zia discussed
with her senior party col
leagues last night the draft of
her third letter to Sheikh
Hasina. She had a three-hour
meeting with them, until
miid -night.

Meanwhile, a source close
to the citizens' group said,

'They will again seek
Hasina s appointment today
(Friday) to discuss the PM's

message and other issues re
lating te the propose® dia
logue between the twu lop
national leaders.”

the Bureau of Anti-Corrup-
tion. lodged a case with can-
tonment police on May 4.
1994 against deposed Presi-
dent HM Ershad. former air
chief Sultan Mahmud. former
ailr chief Momtaz Uddin
Ahmed, Shazad Ali. director
of United Traders Limited
and director AKM Musa alleg-
ing that for persomal pecu-
niary interest of the accused
persons they recommended
and accordingly purchased
inferior looking radars for
Bangladesh Air Force from
the USA by cancelling the
order to purchase the radar
from France by which the
government has suffered loss
of 20.48 milllon dollars
equivalent to Taka
64.04.42.918.10

Strike at RU
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Shameem Ahmed. a third
year student of Marketing,
and Hasazumman Mehedi, a
second year student of Man-
agement were stabbed in
front of central library of the
university.

The victims were admit-
ted to Rajshahi Medical Col-
lege Hospital. The reason be-
hind the incident could not
be known immediately.

Meanwhile, Rajshahi Uni-
versity Teachers' Association
(RUTA] was holding an
emergency meeting at Juberi
(Guest house at the time of
filing of this report at 10:30
pm. The teachers at the
meeting urged the politicians
to help eliminate terrorism
from the campus.

Military plane
From Page |

which local residents said
could only be reached on
foot. said Daniel Lujan, the
police chief in the town of
Villa Dolores.

The aircraft, a twin-turn-
boprop fokker 27, was carry-
ing 55 people, including 37
air force cadets and 13 chil-
dren, a military spokesman
said.

He said an inquiry was un-
derway to find out why the
children were on the plane.

Police chief Daniel Lujan
had earlier put the number of
passengers at 57, with 25
cadets and eight children.

About an hour before the
accident, the airplane's crew
senit two distress signals,
saying they were having
problems in a violent storm
over rugged terrain, the
spokesman said.

Noor Hossain

From Page 1|
Noor Hossain and other mar-
tyrs to anti-autocracy move-
ment through making the
movement for elections un-
der a neutral caretaker gov-
ernment a success.

Many political and socio-

cultural organisations have
taken up elaborate pro-
grammes to mark the day.
- Awami League will hold a
rally at 3 pm today at Banga-
bandhu Avenue where Sheikh
Hasina will preside.

Auranga

From Page 1

shot dead.

The petition said that at
present Auranga is very ill
due that unremoved bullet
and he is under treatment in
the Post Graduate Hospital.

Auranga was sentenced to
life imprisonment by the
Additional Session Judge,
2nd Court, Dhaka in 1993 in
the Ali Azam murder case.

The convict preferred an
appeal before the HC against
the judgment and order of
conviction and sentence
which is pending for dis-
posal.

Auranga was arrested in
1992 from Heotel Purbani in
connection with a case under
the Anti-Terrorism Act in
which he got acquittal and
later he was charged in the
present case.

Advocate Sirajul Hugq
moved for Auranga while As-
sistant Attorney General Syed
Abu Kawsar represented the
state.

Ctg: Workers
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when they were assured by
the authorities ol resolving

their problems by November
18 sources said

[hie workers and employ
ees were agitating lor re
opening as well as payment of
arears since the lay offl of the
millls on October 28




