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Ken Wiwa, son of condemned Ogoni human rights ac-
tivist Ken Saro-Wiwa, pleads for Nigeria's expulsion
from the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting
(CHOGM) at a press conference in Auckland Thursday.
Only hours earlier Nigeria's military dictator General
Sani Abacha confirmed the death sentence on Ken Saro-

Wiwa,

— AFP/UNB photo

KSA to send ambassador to Jordan:

Saudi Arabia's first ambassador to Jordan in five years will
arrive on Saturday, reflecting a further improvement in
ties since the strains of the 1990 Gulf crisis. a Jordanian
official said on Wednesday Reuter reports from Amnman.
Jordan approved the nomination of Abdullah Al-Sudairi.
a cousin of Saudi Arabia's King Fahd as envoy to Jordan in
September. He has served as ambassador to Bahrain and

Kuwalt.

Firefighter killed in Tokyo: A

lirelighter was Kkilled yesterday, four others were

urt and

another firelighter and a factory worker went missing in a
fire that broke out at midnight at a large warehouse In
Saitama prefecture, north of Tokyo police said, AFP

reports from Tokyo.

The 43 year old firefighter who died fell from the two
story building in a beverage can factory complex while
trying to extinguish the blaze, police said. The fire was still
raging more than nine hours after it had started.

Plane

hijacker held in Athens:

An Ethiopian man who hijacked an Olympic Airways
Boeing 747 airliner with 110 passengers on board was
arrested at Athens Airport early yesterday police said.

Reuter reports from Athens.
"It is all over.

He has been arrested,” a police

spokesman said. The spokesman said special police units
ralded the plane and arrested the man. who had
threatened a female member of the crew with a knife. No

injuries were reported.

Japanese princess in Brazil:

Japan's Princess Sayako was touring Brazil to mark the
1000th anniversary of the [riendship treaty between the
two countries, AFP reports from Brasilia.

Brazil is home town of the largest communities of

ethnic Japanese outside Japan.

250.000.

numbering around

[ ] .
shakes Sulawesi island:
Three offshore earthquakes measuring between 5.3 and
5.6 on the Richter scale shook the Indonesian Island of
Sulawesi in the past 24 hours, an official from the

Meteorology and Geophysics Office said yesterday. Reuter

reports from Jakarta.

The Jakarta-based official told Reuters the first qurake,

measuring 5.6 on the

Richter Scale.

occurred on

Wednesday at 23.01 pm (1601 GMT) in the Celebes Sea
about 80 km (50 miles) northeast of Tolitoli in northern

Sulawesi.

Gunmen kill 1 in C

shot dead a nightclub owner in

I'US: Gunmen

e Cyprus town of

Limassol on Wednesday night the latest killing in a series
of unsolved murders and bomb attack there, Reuter

from Nicosia.
Police said unknown

gunmen opened fire with

automatics on nightclub owner Menelaos Athinis, 44, as he
was driving his car along a road in Central Limassol port

and tourist centre on
Mediterranean island.

the South Coast

of the

Mahmoud Mestiri in Islamabad:
United Nations special envoy Mahmoud Mestiri arrived in

Isiamabad Wednesday after meeting Afghan President
Burhanuddin Rabbani in Kabul while Pakistan urged the

embattled Kabul

government

to hand over power

unconditionally., AFP reparts from lslamabad.
A spokesman for Mestiri denied rumours that the envoy
has suspended his mediation efforts and said he was

vigorously continuing his mission.

Hezbollah attacks SLA posts:

Hezbollah guerillas yesierday launched a series of attacks
on |sraeli troops and allied militiamen in the South
Lebanon “security zone" without causing casualties,
security sources said. AFP reporis from Beirut.

Israel’s trained and financed South Lebanon Army (SLA)
said there were no casualties in the early Thursday
morning attacks. during which guerillas fired mortars and
rockets at SLA and lsracli outposts in several sectors of the

Stlrong
earthquake pow

ﬂluake hits Iran: .-

| enough to cause heavy damage in a

populated area hit northeastern iran yesterday but there

was no imunediate report of any loss of life or damage, the
lranian news agency [RNA reported. Reuter says from

_ Nicosia

5 Israelis held in |

connection with |

Rabin murder |

JERUSALEM, Nov 9: The
number of Israelis arrested in
connection with the killing of
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
rose to five on Thursday. po-
lice said, reports Reuter

“Twe more su s. Dror |
Adani, 26, of Beit Hagai, and |
Ohad Skornik, 23, of Tel
Aviv, have been arrested in
connection with Rabin's |
murder.” police spokesman
Eric Bar-Chaen said.

On Monday Israeli law
student Yigal Amir, 25, con-
fessed to assassinating Rabin
at a Tel Aviv peace rally on |
Saturday

Amir has been remanded
in custody along with his
brother Hagai. 27. and Av-
ishai Raviv. head of a shadowy

militant group called Eyal

Bill to transfer
US embassy to
Jerusalem

WASHINGTON, Nov O
Legislation calling for the
transfer of the US Embassy to
Jerusalem within four years
has become law, less then a
week after Israeli Prime Min-
ister Yitzhak Rabin was
gunned down in Teli Aviv,
reports AFP.

The bill, passed by over-
whelming majority in
Congress two weeks ago de-
spite a veto threat by Presi-
dent Bill Clinton. was en-

acted Wednesday without his
ture,

But the bill was signifi-
cantly weakened from earlier
proposals though it calls for
moving the embassy to
Jerusalem from Tel Aviv by
mid-1999. The bill allows the
president to postpone the
move Iindefinitely in six
month installments if he
deems it necessary to protect
national interests.

'Poverty claims
12.2m-children

every year'

MEXICO CITY, Nov 9: Ex-
treme poverty has claimed
the lives of about 12.2 million
children under [ive every
yvear and made 2 billion peo-
ple suffer from malnutrition
in the world, according to
the statistics released here
Wednesday by the Pan-Amer-
ican Health Organisation
(PHO), reports Xinhua.

PHO official Jose Luis Ze-
ballos urged that changes be
made in the current devel-
opment model. Otherwise,
"marginality and the eco-
nomic and social exclusion of
a large part of the world pop-
ulation will get worse,” he
said. adding that peace and
social stability will be jeopar-
dised.

Sri Lanka to
raise defence
spending

COLOMBO, Nov 9: 5ri
Lanka will raise its defence
spending to 38 billion rupees
(745 million dollars) in 1996
from 32 billion rupees (627
millon dollars) this vyear.
Deputy Finance Minister G L
Peiris said today,
Reuter.

Peiris, presenting the an-
nual budget, blamed the
steep rise in defence spend-
ing, originally estimated for
1995 to be 24 billion rupees
(470 million dollars), on the
intensified war against Tamil
rebels seeking a homeland in
the island's north and east.

"In the midst of escalated
hostilities in the north and
the east, this budget is for-
mulated under severe re-
sources constraints as de-
fence expenditure is ex-
pected to remain high during
1996." he said.

Palestinians
expelled from
Libya seek
UN help

CAIRO, Nov 9: About 200
Palestinians expelled by Libya
and blocked at the Egyptian-
Libyan border since the be-
ginning of October have
pleaded to the United Na-
tions and humanitanan or-
ganisations to help them re-
turn to Palestine,” reports
AFP

We urge the United Na-
tions the High Commissioner
for Refugees Human Rights
organisations and the Inter-
national Committee of the
Red Cross Lo help us return
to our country Palestine, said
a letter carried for the
refugees by travellers [rom

Libya

The Palestinians who lack
the proper travel documents
have been stuck at a
makeshift border camp in
the no man's land between

 Egypt and Libya.

reports |
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' BJP heads for convention today

to show strength for '96 polls

BOMBAY, Nov 9: Tens of
thousands of activists from
India's main opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
onn Thursday headed for a
convention which their lead-
ers plan as a show of strength
for a launch of their drive to
win power in the 1996 polls,
reports Reuter.

Arcound 150,000 people
are expeclied for the three-
day BJP plenary which begins
on Friday in Bombay. The
city's sprawling Racecourse
has been taken over for the
meeting, and roads and rail-
wiys into India’'s commercial
capital are clogged with extra
travellers.

"We thought that the party
is 15 years old and a Lok
Sabha (parliament's lower

house) election Is due. so In-
stead of organising massive
demonstrations, let the ple-
nary session be an occasion
for a massive show of
strength from all over the
country," BJP ‘president Lal
Krishna Advani told Reuters.
Advani said the key issue
at the plenary would be na-
tional security. A BJP national
executive meeting on
Wednesday was scathing in

its criticism of the Indian
governmeni's defence poli-
cies, accusing it of being
supine and failing to protect
the country's vital interests.
"Our analysis of current si-
tuation is that national secu-
rity has been jeopardised
principally because of the
rampant corruption and

criminalisation of politics

that hus taken place,” Advani
said.

He said the general elec-
tions, which are due by June,
should be a stocktaking of
India's first 50 years of inde-
pendence, most of it with the
ruling Congress Party at the
helm.

Advani said Congress had
failed in its commitment at
independence in 1947 to
work to end poverty, igno-
rance and diseasé and should
be thrown out of power.

The BJFP was also planning
to use the convention to at-
tack Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao's handling of
the economy. Conventional
wisdom is that Rao's market
reforms, are one of the main
successes of his five-year
tenure as prime minister.
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The Prince of Wales confers fellowship of Royal College of Music on former Beatles star |

Paul McCartney for distinguished services to music at the Royal College of Music in Lon-

don Wednesday.

— AFP/UNB photo

Rabin murder raises question
about gun control in Israel

JERUSALEM. Nov 9: Hun-
dreds of thousands of lsraelis
are allowed, even encour-
aged, to arm themselves
against Arab attacks, reports

Reuter.
But following Prime Minis-

ter Yitzhak Rabin's assassina-
tion by a Jew with a licensed
gun, Israelis are asking
whether gun control should
be tightened.

The killer, 25-year-old law
student Yigal Amir, shot the
prime minister at close range
with a Beretta handgun.

Authorities who granted
him a licence only checked
his health and absence of a
criminal record despite his
links to a militant group. a
police spokesman said on
Wednesday.

An angry Education Minis-
ter Amnon Rubinstein re-
flected on Wednesday on the

hostile climate among groups
opposed to the government's
peace policy in the weeks
leading up to Rahin's murder
at a peace rally on Saturday
night.

*There were thousands of
people here with guns, here,
just four weeks ago. outside
the prime minister's office. |
happened to stumble into
that demonstration and it
was a very unpleasant experi-
ence,” he told army radio.

Rubinstein, a law profes-
sor, hinted at new laws the
government would consider
to curb extremist groups

"There is no right to
demonstrate with a gun. You
will not find in the constitu-
tion of any country the right
to demonstrate with a gun.
We have gone too far,” he in
sisted.

An Interior Ministry ofifi-

——— e ==

cial said some 300,000 civil-
lans carried firearms in a
population of five million.

A spokesman for Jewish
settlers in the occupied West
Bank estimated every third
Israeli adult carried a gun,
while among settlers the fig-
ure 'Wis one of every two.

Acting Prime Minister
Shimon Peres vowed on
Wednesday to crack down on
"extremist elements ... force-
fully, and with all the means
at our disposal.”

But pas! promises to curb
militants ended with little
action.

“The fact civilians have so
many guns is connected to
the general atmosphere and
to the Israeli ethos, accord-
ing to which security is above
evervihing and the more
guns there are in the hands
of Jews, the more security.”
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Van Gogh's la§t painting
sold at $ 27m

NEW YORK: One of the last paintings by Vincent

v;n'

Gogh, "Soush Bois" (the thicket), was sold for 27 million
dollars last Wednesday night at Sotheby's auction house,

reports Reuter.

The green and yellow
painting of a forest was
completed about five
weeks before the Dutch
artist committed suicide
in 1890.

"Sous Bois", which had
been estimated at 10 mil-
lion dollars before the auc-
tion, attracted the fourth-
highest price of any Van
Gogh painting sold at auc-
tion.

It was the highest price
for one of his paintings .
since "portrait of Dr Ga-
chet” sold for 82.5 million
dollar in 1990, becoming
the most expensive paint-
ing ever sold at auction.

Van Gogh, Self-portrait

The identity of the phone-buyer was not immediately

released.

Frozen human eggs
for careerist women

LONDON: British scientists believe they

are close to

successfully freezing human eggs, which would allow .
career women to postpone having babies until their forties

or even later, The Times reported Thursday,
"We could say a year, we could say

says AFP.
three. — it all

depends on how well things go.,” Professor Martin
Johnson, who has been working on the project for five
years at Cambridge University's anatomy department, told

the paper.

The freezing of sperm and embroys has been

possible

for some ten years, but eggs area more difficult
proposition. The technique has been perfected for mouse
eggs., but Professor Johnson declined to predict exactly
how long it will be before women are able to set up a store

of their won frozen eggs.

Johnson told the paper he believes there would be
many advantages in freezing eggs. -

Apart from those pursuing a career. he said “there are
women who have an early menopause, or who have
radiotherapy for cancer which destroys their eggs."

The main problem facing Johnson's team has been the
fact that the process of freezing eggs also damages them.
They have now overcome this, and when human eggs have
been frozen and thawed they appear "very close to

normal,” according to Johnson.

C'wealth urges Nigeria
to spare 9 HR activists

AUCKLAND, Nov 9: British
Prime Minister John Major
and the Commonwealth's top
official appealed to Nigeria's
military rulers today to spare
nine human rights activists
sentenced to hang for mur-
der, reports Reuter. Fds

Nigeria's armny rulers drew
swift international condem-
nation for confirming the
death sentences on the eve of
a summit of the 52-nation
Commonwealth in New
Zealand.

Major and New Zealand
Prime Minister Jim Bolger
condemned the verdicts as
unjust.

"It seems to me ... that
this was a flawed judicial
procedure. The sentences
are not just, Major said.

"I believe the Nigerians
should exercise clemency. I
very much hope they will ex-
ercise clemency and I would

be very surprised indeed if
that were not a general view
amongst colleagues in the
Commonwealth."

New Zealand Prime Minis-
ter Jim Bolger said it would
be "quite appalll if the
To flout' 'the Commonwealth
in that way would send all the
wrong signals.”

The nine activists from
the volatile and oil-rich Ogo-
niland region were found
guilty of murdering four
moderate regional chiefs
after what human rights
groups have denounced as a
political show trial.

Ken Wiwa, son of con-
demned writer and activist
Ken Saro-Wiwa, said calls for
clemency were not enough
and urged Commonwealth
governments to abandon

their "softly - approach.”

e

TR T

(nii
'|'

¥ e

- Former US Defence Secretary Robert S McNamara (1) shakes hands with Vietnamese
| General Vo Nguyen Giap, who was Vietnamese Communist Army Commander in Chief
| during the Vietnam War Thursday. This is the first meeting between the two men since
. the Vietnam War. McNamara is member of a US delegation led by the Council on Foreign
i R.ﬂlﬂ'l'.]'ﬂﬂ! currently on a four-day visit in Hanoi to discuss a proposed conference on the
| Vietnam War to take place sometime next year

— AFP/UNB photo

Anti-nuclear protesters
denounce Major as traitor

AUCKLAND, Nov 9: More
than two thousand anti-nu-
clear protesters staged a rally
today denouncing British
Prime Minister John Major
as a traitor and urging him to
withdraw his support for

¢ | French nuclear testing in the
# | Pacific, reports Reuter.

Trade union leaders from
several countries joined
Maor!| sovereignty activists,
politicians, Greenpeace cam-

| paigners and others at a
lunchtime

"major outrage”
rally in Auckland, where
Commonwealth leaders were
gathering for a summit.
"Major's positive support

| for French testing shows ab-

solute contempt for the anti
nuclear views and traditions
of New Zealand and New
Zealanders,” Jim Anderton,
leader of the left-wing Al-
llance Party told the crowd.
"And Major should re-
member that New Zealanders
lost far too many sons and

daughters for the militarism
of Europe to put up with this
nonsense,” he added, refer-

ring to his country’s role in
both World Wars.

A double bed draped with
the French flag was set up
beneath the rally's stage.
Wearing striped pyjamas and
masks of Major and French
President Jacques Chirac,
two protesters cuddled and
kissed each other, embraced
a blow-up bomb and climbed
into bed.

Dozens of others donned
protective clothing, were
John Major masks and car-
ried "major outrage” banners.

Some dressed in death like
garb and carried strivelled
skulls hoisted on long poles.

Police accepted a letter
from protesters expressing
New Zealanders' and Pacific
Islanders' outrage at resumed
French nuclear with New
Zealand Prime Minister Jim
Bolger.

Powell says he 'lacks the fire' to run for presidency

WASHINGTON, Nov 9
Some Washingtonians caill i
the meost intensely watched
noncampaign’ in American
history. yet it ended before it
started Wednesday, when re-
tired general Colin Powell
told the world he did not
have the passion and com-

mitment to run for presi-
| dency
Ending nearly three

months of speculation, he
said he simply lacked the fire
to make the sacrifices re-
quired to be a presidential
candidate.

"Such a life reguires a
calling | do not yet hear and
for ime to pretend otherwise
would not be honest to my
selfl. would not be honest to
American people.” he toild
hun-reds of reporters. pho

lographers and supporiers
galhered in histonc Alexan
dria city, across the Potomac
river off the White House
Speaking at the gathering,
the 58-year-old war hero
ruled cut being the GOP's
vice presidential nominee,
but said he might consider an
appointed government p ...

ton.
Many Republican. even
Powell critica. said the re-

tired peneral still was almost

cert in be considered the
niin %  spot on the GOP
Lk

wal survevs "has
shown thal as a Republican

candidate FPowell would im-
mediately overtake or at least
pose a strong challenge to
front runner Bon Dole

Wit Powell 8 annuoaince

From Masud Hasan Khan

ment, White House aides also
breathed a sigh ol relief At
this early date. polis showed
Powell easily beating Clinton
in a head-to-head match up
something none of the GOP
candidate could do.

Clinton missed seeing
Poweli's announcement on
television Wednesday because
ne was in a meeting and
heading for tea with visiting
Queen Beatrix of the Nether-
lands.

T am sorry | disappointed
you " Powell said in a
poignant ribute to the thou
sands of everyday Americans
who had urged him to run, In
person. through letters and
by foining draft Powell ef-

inris

However, he promised to
play a moderating role in the
Conservative -dominated Re.
publican partv

He also said he plans to
stay active in public life
working to heal racial divi-
sions and help children

Since his retirement as
Joint Chiefs of Stafl chairman
in 1993, Powell has been the
subject of wide speculation
about his political future.

He fueled speculation by
refusing to completely rule
out a presidential bid, while
dropping tantalizing hints
that he might be interested

Now the battle for
Republican nomination is
back to the fight over who
will be the chiel (hallenger

to Senale
Bob Dole

With Colin Powell on the
sidelines, Dole is the pro
hibitive favourite to capture
the GOP presidential nomina-
tion, according to political
observers here

The rest of the field fights
to see who will be Dole's
main challenger — but there
is a large undecided factor
they point ol

Reacting 'o Powell's deci
sion. Senator Christopher
Dodd. D-Conn, co-chatrman
of the Democratic National
Commitiees, said the wvicious
conservative attacks on Pow-
=]l proved that the GOP is a
pup tent rather than big
tent’' political party that Re
publican National Chairman
Haley Barbour wants it to be

Majority Leader

Other Conservatives were
urging Powell to run. One
former Housing Secretary
Jack Kemp, said Powell's de-

cision ‘leaves America and
the GOFP more than little

diminished
Mario Cuomo. former gov
ernor of the New York city,

sald "This man was selected
by the USA to be a candidate

a missed opportunity for |

the country.”

House Speaker Newl Gin-
grich said Colin Powell's de-
makes it somewhat

cision
more likely he would decide
to jump In himseif.

Powell's deliberations

have riveted the political
world and all but frogen the
CAOFP field as strategists. con
iributors and candidates
wialited to see what h= would
dn

EEEEEEEEEEEe—— T ——

Kashmin leader's
brother killed
In Srinagar

SRINAGAR, Nov 8:
Unidentified gunmen in Sri-
nagar shot dead the brother
of a top Muslim politician
whose party administers the
Pakistan-held zone of divided
Kashmir, police said today,
reports AFP.

Indian officials identified
the man as Mchammad Sul-
tan Bhatt, brother of Abdul
Ghani Bhatt, who heads the
Muslim conference, the rul-
ing party in Pakistan-admin-
istered Kashmir

The poilitician's brother
was killed late Wednesday
night by several masked
gunmen in Sopore, a village
in the Indian zone of Kash-
tisi . the police said.



