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Police Excess

The police broke into the Awami League
central office at Bangabandhu Avenue and rush-
ing up the second floor beat up a hundred
workers and leaders of the party on Wednes-
day evening. That they entered the AL head-
quarters chasing agitating crowds does not
temporise their crime. Police cannot enter
any private premise without prior and proper
authorisation. Trespassing is a crime for all.
This should be more so in case of police. Ordi-
nary crime and the crime committed in uni-
form do, of course, differ in seriousness. As
breaking of law done by men in uniform
severely undermines the system charged with
enforcing law and keeping the peace, such
acts are doubly injurious to life, individual citi-
zens, governance and society. Police have in-
dulged in a grave crime and there must not be
any repetition of this as long there is a gov-
ernment controlling them.

How could it happen? Was there no govern-
ment in Bangladesh? Who authorised the tres-
pass? Police get rough on agitating mobs when,
| as police maintain, they attack police or dis-

rupt normalcy on the streets. What were those
inside the AL headquarters doing? They
couldn't be disturbing the peace from inside
that building or endangering the lives of a fully
armed and chasing police force? And what did
the police do in that building? They simply
ran amok. Police have no business to do so
anywhere anytime under even worst of provo-
cations.

{ The most bandied about word for some time
has been democracy. Lately constitution has
also been occurring in all high-minded talk.
Responsibility and accountability are attitudes

-and practices basic to both. Who will take the
responsibility of the Wednesday raid? It must
be traced to one person. And he must be ac-
countable to someone? Who? Theoretically,
police top-brass. Or may further, up, the Home
Ministry, or the Minister himself. Unless this
exercise is done and transparently, the popular
perception will be that the government did it.
Will that suit the government? They won't be
helped by that at all. Sadly enough, the state
and the things that move it will be inordinately
more harmed.

Sign of Discontent
A token strike and a hunger strike, which
too is symbolic in nature, observed on consec-

s angd exporters give a message worth
#moticing. The message, meant for the country's
politicians, is that the continuing political im-
passe is hurting — and hurting deep enough.
Many will try to seek a motive in the staging of
such protests. But the occasional hartals which

are a natural consequence of the political
stalemate create all kinds of serious dislocation

and disruption of business transaction and
production at industrial units. Particularly ex-
port-led industries such as garment factories
suffer most of all from breach of contracts due
to such disruptions.

Politics ought to be definitely concerned
with the country's economic performance and
people's well-being. The concern has to be
even greater for an industry that earns foreign

almost next to none and has the po-
tential to grow further. Because there are
others waiting in the wings to wrest the initia-
tive from us and capture the markets we can
consider our own monepoly, we can hardly af-
ford the kind of directionless politics resulted
from myopic and obdurate leaderships.

The way things are going out of control,
politicians may not be able to bring the affairs
of a broad socio-economic life in order once
m other areas start expressing their
_ t and dissent. A democratic culture
demands maximum tolerance as well as flexi-
bility, both of which seem to be in short supply
among our leaders — let alone the common
; e. People after all are likely to follow their

. Here the people have shown tremen-
dous restraint. Now they are growing restive.
Pay heed to their feellngs before their patience
; h unduly tested to the limit

Gﬂnm are more intrepid gradually.
Thc perpetrators are either too dcaperate or

b

midﬂm As their reach and influence grow,
common people who pass their days

with' constant mortification. How else one can
explain the storming of a school room by a
_group of mastans when a teacher was impart-
_ing lessons in the class?
- A few bus dacoities — two of them in the ¢ity
proper - in broad daylight and several cases of
‘| snatching money from bank counters or gates
{ confirm the idea that the city is lorded more
imamfﬂm“ oﬂwfag 'y, ‘including
: mnmﬂlt.lf of con-
hfstudentsand
Whlthcc!mludeﬂxﬂtﬂymt

It shows the respect and aura long
to the institutions — particularly that of educa-
tion — are fast eroding. People no longer treat
them with the veneration they used to do. The
mastans are also no exception. The fact is edu-
cational institutions are also — albeit
in a limited sense — a breeding ground of
crime. When this happens, a deferential treat-
ment for those institutions is out of question.

| We are ‘what we have sown. Society will
 have to pay a heavy price for turning a blind eye
to the rise of mastanism.

strong to take into account the law enforc-

attached |

- Congress May Split Again

Inuntmtlmmhmcmypartymimmeaﬂurn working arrangement
achieve and still harder to sustain. True, the scenario was no better a few months before the

1989 elections where Congress under Rqjiv Gandhi was defeated.

NE formulation that is

Olaklng rounds in New

Delhi is that Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao will
continue to be the prime
minister after the parliam
entary election. The reason
adumbrated is that he has
money to purchase support
and he will not mind aligning
himself with even the
Bharatiya Janata Party to stay
in power

It at all anything, it indi-
cates Narasimha Raos
chameleon-like character.
which combines all the quali-
ties o remain as prime min-
ister. it does not take into
account the feelings within
Congress. which he heads.
The party will split the mo-
ment he attempts such a
combination after the polls.
However Congress may have
deviated from its original
path, it has not yet come to a
stage where even the BJP
will be acceptable to it.

In fact, there i= a serious
threat to Rao's leadership be-
fore Congress goes to the
polls. That every second

member in the parliamentary {

party is unhappy against him
goes without saying. His or

her main grievance is that
Rao has not performed well
And he does not pull the
crowds, a vyardstick with
which a leader's popularity is
measured in India. Former
Andhra Pradesh chief minis-
ter Bhaskar Ready is still not
tired of telling that wherever
Rao went to campaign in the
last state assembly poll. that
constituency was lost.

Muslim MPs particularly
make the point that Rao's
leadership will cost them and
the party the vote of their
community, nearly 14 per
cent., Civil Aviation minister
Ghulam Nabi Azad may not
have attacked the PM di-
rectly but he made it amply
clear whom he was holding
responsible when he said the
communalists occupied
chairs in the central cabinet.

The change of Jaffer
Sharif from the Railways,
however temporary, will
alienate Muslims further be-
cause he has some base in
the communrnity. In a small
way, he has found some
openings for them through
catering and other
departments. Now they feel
insecure.

Bul Rao's main grievance
against Sharif is the canvass-
ing he was doing before he
went to the US for heart
surgery that Congress did not
mind finding another leader
if that could bring all secular

| forces on one platform. He

even argued for a coalition
between Congress and the
Janata Dal before the Lok
Sabha elections.

This has also been the
thesis of another leader from
Karnataka, Rama Krishna
Hegde. the state's former
chief minister. But his rea-
sons were different. He did
not find anyone better than
Rao. while knowing well how
strong was the hatred of
some Janata leaders towards
Congress. Congress leaders
hate persons like VP Sings or
Ram Vilas Paswan. the Janata
Dal's secretary general,
equally. Even this hurdie can
be got over but it is difficult
to change the common per-
ception that Rao has tried to
change the nation's agenda
from cleanliness to corrup-
tion and from independent
economic policy to the Wash-
ington-dictated line.

All this is building inte a
challenge against Rao's lead-
ership. The winter session of
parliament may be crucial.
Congressmen need a person
who ran bell the cat. The
drum-beaters that the PM

known that once the PM is
removed from leadership, it
will wind up its activities and
rejoin the main Congress
This prospect pleases Con-
gressmen, who believe that,
together, they can win a ma-
jority.

Some Congressmen have
been toving with the idea of
rapprochement between
their party and the commu-
nists. Much water has flown
down the Hoogly since they
parted company. The break
came when Indira Gandhi
imposed the emergency.
(The CPl continued its sup-
port to Congress during the
emergency but distanced it-
sell afterwards).

The communists as such
do not favour any understand-
ing with Congress. When |
asked recently a top Marxist
leader about the possibility of
an alllance between Congress
and the communists, he said:
"There has to be some back-
ground, some preparation. It
just cannot happen all of a
sudden.” | did not find in him
any animus against Congress,
which is recognisable in

BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delli

has recently inducted into
the council of ministers may
not be of much help because
they have no base and no
credibility.

They may shut down the
opponents or minimise dan-
gers through manoeuvres but
these tactics would be of no
avail when misperformance
and corruption of the Rao
government are going to be
the two main issues which
the opposition parties will be
articulating before the elec-
torate. Rao also has to fight
dissidence in the party.

There is hardly a state which
does not have on Congress
group pitted against another.
They will rather harm the
party than sink the differ-
ences. Many of them have ai-
ready a secret understanding
with the Tewari group, which
is making inroads in a quiet
way.

Even if the tail claims by
the group is not accepted.
they are bound to cut into

traditional Congress vote to
the extent of 10 to 15 per
cent. The party MPs would
naturally want to avoid that.
To Rao's discomfort, the Te-
wari group has made it

other parties.

However, the communists
are keen on creating a third
force against Congress. But
they find the Janatd Dal inept
in handling the situation.
With great difficulty the
CPI{(M) brought round Mu-
layam Singh Yadav of Sama-
jwadi Janata Dal, although he
has not forgotten VP Singh's
effort to remove him as UP
chief minister. The Janata
Dal has spoilt the whole thing
by announcing Mulayam
Singh Yadav's 'inclination’' to
join the JD at a press confer-
ENcCe.

The real problem is that
no party wants to place its
cards on the table. For some
reasons, they expect lots of
changes in every party. in
cluding the BJP and
Congress. Therefore, they
want to wait for a firmer pic-
ture to emerge. Whether they
themselves gain from devel-
opments is not the point;
they want the dust to settle
down before they make up
their mind.

Even the credentials of
some Janata party leaders are
doubted. For example, J Jay-

alalitha of AIADMK reportedly

will be hard to

told Biju Patnaik, heading a
group to revive the National

Front, that how could she
have trust in the Dal eflorts
when the CPIM), opposed
her in her state, Tamil Nadu,
tooth and nail?

in a situation where

party mistrusts the other. a
working arrangement will be
hard to achieve and still
harder to sustain. True. the
scenario was no better a few
months before the 1989
elections where Congress
under Rajiv Gandhi was de-
feated. But at that time a
point of attention. VP Singh
who represented revolt
against the misrule of
Congress, emerged. Bofors
gun kickbacks also threw up
the issue of corruption,
whieh tormented people.
And some sort of anti-Con-
gressism had came to ani-
mate the atmosphere

This time, there is neo
such development. No leader
or issue has caught the
imagination of people. If at
all. a feeling against the BJP
has transcended the contours
political parties. But that is
not enough to span the dis-
tance among them

In the same way, the Rs.
9.500 crore bank scam and
the Rs. 4,000 crore sugar
scam are there. And so is the
old scandal of Bofors gun
kickbacks. Still corruption is

not becoming an electoral is-
sue.

The havala transaction,
which reveals the names of
leaders from nearly all politi-
cal parties as recipients, has
blunted the edge of such
criticismm. The debate. who is
more corrupt than the other,
has taken over the specific
instances of graft by the Rao
government.

There lies India's
dilemma. No issue or leader
can string together the dif-
ferent parties. And no party
is tall enough to attract the
smaller ones. There will have
to be a combination of several
parties which think alike on
some basis issues. The issues,
not the parties. should have
forced the dedire ta came to-
Fethe:r The Janata Dal efforts

or the National Front sug-
gests as il leaders are more
important than issues. Who
believes in what is not con-
sidered important so long as
he is on their side. That ex-
plains why the post-election
scene in India continues to
be a guess game. But what is
certain is that the country is
heading towards a hung par-
liament, a government which
more than one party will
lead.

For God's Sake, Stop
this Madness

by M G Quibria

HE political deadlock
that exists today in the

has invoked
the concern of all these who
wish the people of

Bangladesh well. It is
heartening to see that serious
efforts are being made by
intellectuals and citizens to
resolve the deadlock. Unless
satisfactorily resolved, the
stalemate has the pernicious
potential of setting in motion
a process that may nullify the
political and economic gains
so far achieved by the
country.

Since its independence.
Bangladesh has made notable
progress in selected eco-
nomic arenas Belying the
predictions of those who
pessimistically labelled the
country as the basket case or

the test case of development,
Bangladesh has achieved

progress in poverty allevia-
tion, population control. food
production, mobilisation of
domestic savings and export
of garments and unskilled
labour. These achievements,
though relatively modest,
have earned the tion
of the friends of

However, the country :tﬂl
has a long way to go if it has
to meet its economic destiny
as a dynamic and vibrant na-
tion.

The challenges ahead are
enormous and would require
the disciplined and con-
certed efforts of the people.
These tasks include accel-
eration of economic growth,
elimination of poverty, rapid
human resource develop-
ment. radical transformation
of the industrial sector, mas-
sive improvements in do-
mestic resource mobilisation,
and rapid increase in ex-
ports. However, all these
tasks will require a greater
degree of political stability
and social harmony than ex-
ists today.

A few years ago when the
people of Bangladesh estab-
lished democracy, it earned
the admiration of the whole
world. The establishment of
democracy in Bangladesh
contradicted in some ways
the conventional wisdom
among the pundits that a
country needs to reach a suf-
ficient level of income and
human resource development
before it can aspire to any
measure of real democracy.
No doubt, the country will
have to further enlarge its
democratic foundations to
provide for greater eco-
nomic, social and political
[reedoms for its people.
There is scope for consider-
able improvement in the ar-
eas of governance, including
provision of the rule of law,
and enforcement of contracts
and property rights. Once
these improvements have
been made, the country has
the potential of becoming a

e CHOGM — Action or Just Words?
Anyaoku Tells Leaders : It's up to You

Derek Ingram writes from London

The Commonwealth Secretary-General finds himself in the invidious

a top international ser-

vant like Chief Emeka
Anyacku comes when he has
to act for the many nations
he represents on a problem
that involves his own country.
Anyaoku became Com-
monwealth Secretary-General
in 1990. At that point he was
sure of one thing: with the
end of the Cold War, he

wuuldnnwdahindamnadnt:__

to help move member eoun-
u1ea towardn greater democ-
and help the Common-

waﬁm to dedicate itself to

t.

Autunraﬂc forms of gov-
ernment, one-party states
and, above all, military gov-
ernments must become
things of the past. Unless this
happened, the Common-
wealth would lese its credi-

bility.
The Harare Declnratim of

1991 became his testament
and several countries of the.

Commonwealth have begun to
fulfil its promises. The one
country that consistently
flouts the Harare principles
in Anyaoku's own — Nigeria.
Yet General lbrahim Ba-

'hangida then the president,

was al the Harare summit
and a party to the Declara-
tion. He was also a member of
the High Level Appraisal
Group set up two ear-
lier under the chairmanship

[af Prime Minister Mahathir

'Mohamad of Malaysia to de-
fine the Cumnmnmlth role

L =1.% J RORLE
"Nuclear testing is a clear banana skin’
for the 21st Century.

Faced with this situation,
Anyaoku has always been vul-
nerable to the charge that he
has not spoken out loudly
enough against the regime in
the Nigerian capital, Abuja.
Usually the criticism has
come from people who have
not read exactly what he has
been . His actual words
have often quite tough.

Anyaoku is quite clear
about the way he has to pro-
ceed. "Being a Nigerian," he
says, "is not a relevant factor

position of promoting better democracy among

member countiies while his

own is under military rule and breaking all the principles he is dedicated to

uphold. Chief Emeka Anyaoku tells Gemini News Service:
custodian of the Harare

November).

Declaration.”

(Auckland summit,

"I am the
10-13

in my api‘Jrﬂach. 1 see myself
as the custodian of the
Harare Declaration and the
holder of the offlice charged
with responsibility for -help-
ing a member state to im-
plement it.

"As a Nigerian | have no
difficulty because the Decla-
ration was fully subscribed to
by the then Nigerian presi-
dent.

"l am a Nigerian who cares
deeply for his country and
cannot accept that a country
so richly endowed with ma-
terial and human resources
should not be performing
better than it is."

The Nigerian government
of General Sani Abacha,
which is under international
fire for its political jailings
and other abuses of human
rights, has now announced a
programme of return to
civilian rule by 1998.

Anyaoku is far from satis-
fied. He says: "I can't under-

stand why Nigeria needs an-
other three years.”

Last year he gave a lecture
hefore a distinguished audi-
ence in Abuja which pulled
no punches about military
rule. He said it had no place
in a democratic country and:
called it “rule by the big
stick.” The government was
angered and recordings of
his speech were confiscated.

The Secretary-General,
who is 62, is a sharp. wiry.
dignified figure. He comes
from Obosi in eastern Nige-
ria, to which he returns each
year to keep in touch with
his local community and
car&y oul

e has devoted the
greater part of his diplomatic

career to the Commonwealth, .

having joined the Secretariat
in 1966. His term as Secre-
tary-General runs until 1999.
After that, under new rules,
holders of the office will
serve a maximum two terms

War crime

Sir, Thanks to Parveen
Haque, residing in Lahore,
Pakistan for her expressed
feelings and reaction in re-
spect of war crime —
through your daily.

Actually, the whole nation
is awaiting for the day Pak-
istan will seek pardon for the
atrocities and repressions on
the Bengalees during the
Liberation War by the then
rulers of Pakistan.

Mrs Benazir Bhutto is a

| very talented and highly-ed-

ucated lady who is now the
head of the government of
Pakistan. She could at least
realise that her father Z A
Bhutto was also responsible
for the repressions on the

Bengalees. Therefore, we
demand to the present gov-
ernment of Pakistan, particu-
larly to Mrs Bhutto to seek
pardon officially for the
crimes committed by her fa-
ther and the then rulers.

Mohammed Sharif U Shaikh
Sher-e-Banglanagar, Dhaka

Black horizon of
political field

Sir, The commentary
‘Making a Mockery of Our
Anxiety’ published in The
Daily- Star on November 2,
1995. eonvey the real picture
of our mental state. our
hopes and bitter disappoint-
ments. We are appalled by
the lack of concern by our
two leaders. It seems they
are playing hide and seek at
the cost of our very exis-

tence. Or, are they participat-
ing in a letter-writing con-

Lest?

Our two top leaders, in
whose hands lies the future
of our country, have become
s0 much engrossed in their
own stands that the welfare
of the country and its people
have been pushed into obliv-
ion. Will they become reason-
able before the situation de-
teriorates further and gets
out of control? We can only

hope and pray.

Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad ., Chittagong

his chiefly duties.

of four years.

Anyaoku has a high ambi-
tion before he steps down.
He wants to see the Com-
monwealth give to the wider
world some of its long expe-
rience of tackling problems
by consensus — that is, by
collective opinion.

The Commonwealth does

not vote. It decides by gen-
eral [eeling so that dis-
sentients are won round,
maybe with some reluctance,
to the majority view unless
they feel too strongly for this
to happen. In that case there
is no decision.

Anyaoku says: “Intra-state
conflict causes massive suf-
fering. The international
community needs consensus
on these matters. The Com-
monwealth has a good track
record in this approach.

"Commonwealth countries
have lines into so many re-
gional organisations. | want
governments (o promote
consensus in other organisa-
tions. If everyone adopted
consensus it would make
maitters easier in the UN and
elsewhere.”

Since Anyaoku took over,
the good offices role of the
Secretariat has grown. He has
personally been invelved in
Bangladesh, Kenya and Le-
sotho, and the Political Diwvi-
sion, led by the able Aus-
trallan Max Gaylard and his
innovative Ghanaian assistant
Moses Anafu, has played a
positive role in such places as
Papua New Guinea, St Kitts-
Nevis and Sierra Leone.

Lesotho (which is an en-
clave within South Africa)
was pulled back from politi

magnet {or at
foreign as well as dorn-u:

investments, given ils com-
parative advantage in labour-
intensive exportable com-
meodities. The economy is

resglution of the present
stalemate is a must.

In terms of political and
economic development, the
country is at a crossroads
now. Future historians
look

ducive economic environ-
ment. Thereafter. a thousand
flowers of entrepreneurial
genius

bloomed and

:uunu?hlliqu-
portunity. as it failed to cap-
ture the wave of globalisation

the world was going through.
and became increasingly

mired in the vicious circle of
poverty.

The consequences of the
two different paths are clear.
It is hoped that greater wis-
damwtl]prnﬂlnnthemn-

ry's political leadership and
they will find a reso-

lution of the present pelitical

deadlock. Any compromise by
a political party may appear
as a weakness to its die-hard
partisan supporters who are
often guided by myopia. How-
ever. it should be t to
any enlightened leader that
what is considered weakness
by die-hard supporters is

non-partisan general public.
As experiences of various
countries indicate, this mag-
nanimity. which is the defin-

ing characteristic of a great
leader reflects less of altru-

istn anid more of self-interest
than is apparent at first sight,
because magnanimity is often
rewarded by greater electoral
votes in the elections by the
general public.

The writer, who presently
works for an international
development finance institu-
tion. is a former faculty
member of the Department
of Economics . University of
Dhaka. The opinions
expressed here are stﬂrt{y

his personal

b

cal chaos two or three times
at a critical period during the
South African transition to
majority rule by Secretariat
diplomatic skill.

Anyaoku puts before the
surhmit in Auckland an action
plan designed to enhance the
capacity of the Common-
wealth and member coun-
tries individually and collec-
tively to make a reality of the
Harare Declaration.

The key question is how
member courntries ar= to be
dealt with when they severely
violate the Harare principles.
Unless that can be agreed —
and several countries sitting
round the table at Auckland
are already transgressors —
then the Secretary-General
will lack the authority to pre-
scribe action.

As Anyaoku says. the

Commonwealth has to ac-
quire some teeth. It can be-
come a greater force for good

by promoting and sustaining
the principles.

In his pre-CHOGM report
to the leaders he put the ball
firmly in their court. He said:
"... the Commonwealth must
now face the question of what
it can and should do to pro-
mote greater adherence by
its members to their com-
monly avowed fundamental
political values.

"It is essentially a question
for Heads of Governmentis
themselves to address and |
hope they will do so at Auck-
land in a manner which
makes for greater — not less
— Commonwealth unity.”

How is the good offices
role to be played without be-
coming intrusive? Although
some countries are less sen-
sitive about sovereignty, out-
side intervention is still a
delicate matter.

Little progress will be
made in this work or in
helping the poorer countries
to make soclo-economic
progress unless there are
more resources.

There's the rub. Such a
commitment requires politi-
cal will. Whether the leaders
brought it to Auckland is. as
they say. the 64 000-dellar

question



