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at govt mismanagement

MULTAN. PAKISTAN. Nov
5. Cotton farmers expressed
anger yesterday at what they
said was government mis
managemen!t of Pakistan's
leading crop and attempts to
manipulate prices, reports
Reuter.

"The crisis Is getting
deeper day by day and if this
year's crop is not good, our
economy will ruined,” said
Siddiq Akbar Bokhari. a
renowned cotton farmer in
the Multan cotton belt.

He was speaking before a
cotton conference in Multan
that was opened by President

form the backbone of its
economy

Successive poor crops have
plunged the textile industry
into crisis, prompting the
government a month ago to
offer mill-owners a package
of tax reliel and export in-
centives.

“We are on our last breath
and if we do not get a break
this year, everything will be
shut down.,” said Khawaja
Yousaf, Chief Executive of
Mehr Dastgir Textile Mills.

Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto's special economic as-
sistant, Shahid Hassan Khan,

would be reversed by Decem-
ber and January: "l put the
crop at 8 to B.5 million bales,
no more,” he told Reuters.

Other cotton farmers
complained that they were
not getting a fair price for
their produce.

"The price of gold, wheat
and cocoa is determined by

' prevailing world prices, so

why not cotton?” asked Mo-
hammed Langh, leader of a
cotton farmers pressure
group.

"Bureaucrats. businessmen
and politicians are colluding
to deprive farmers of their
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Dhaka Stock Prices

At the close of trading on November 5, '95

Index up, transactions down
Star Report |

The Dhaka Stock Ex-
change All Share Price Index
rose slightly on Sunday while
transactions on the floor fell

The index rose to 889.47
from previous day's 889.24.
The transaction in volume
decreased by 33 per cent
from 272797 to 182706. The

creased to Tk 3.63cr from
Tk 5.38 cr indicating a fall of
32 per cent.

The total market capital
gained Tk 1.47cr. reaching
Tk 5692.11 cr from Tk
9690.64 cr.

The leading gainer of the
day was Monno Ceramic with

a gain of Tk 126.77 per share

iransaction in value de-
DSE All Share Price Index
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The volume leaders of the
day were: Beximco Pharma
(37700), Beximco Denims
(21643). National Insurance
(11450) and Beximco Ltd
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