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Hasan Mahmud. who recently had his ex-
hibition of 58 entries at La Galerie, says about
his work. "If | identify my subject by putting
titles 1 feel you cannot expand your experi-
ence and imagination. | might put grey and
red in a form. As it is semi-abstract you can
dwell on it and it can stand for numerous im-
ages, thuughts and experiences.”

He adds, "For an artist it gives more plea-
sure to depart from the grammar of realism.
The application of celour pigments and tex-
tures should not confine itself necessarily to
an easily recognisable subject and theme."

Talking about his technique, Hasan ex
plains, "There is
not much opportu
nity to work
leisurely with wa-
ter-colour. Every
stroke has to be
applied with

surety. In other "
media it is differ- |
ent — you can

change line and
colour with mood. §
In experimenting §
with texture | have |
rejected the tube
and ecake colour
and used powder |
instead. 1 used a lot |
of water: some- |
times [ simply
poured water over §
the paper. 1 then §
scattered the pow-
der and later
worked on the
piece with the
brush.

"When the form took patterns of images, |
left it at semi-abstract. Something 1 painted
could be a fish or a flower or a landscape or
even a seascape. | do not work in elaboration
of details. | do not want too much of realism
as | feel then that the charm of the painting
will be over. I feel that despite the humdrum
of life and the pressure of work, I have man-
aged to keep my colours soothing. Even
though the viewers may not be able to com-
.Ipltttljr understand the meaning behind my
paintings yet these water-colours will give joy
itﬂ- the viewer and make it worth while visit-

ing the gallery, or keeping the paintings as
decoration pieces at home."

Dwelling on his technique, Hasan contin-
ues, "Nowadays, these are few exhibits of wa-
ter-colour. The reagon is that it is difficult to
handle. That is why people move on to oil,
acrylic, mixed-media, print etc. Unless you
work continuously on water-colour vou can-
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not succeed. With other media. on the other
hand. you can work according to your mood."
Hasan had a low sale turnover at the
gallery this time. About this he comments
frankly, "Yes, | would like to sell my paintings
but it would not break my heart if I have to
wait for an auction or a Christmas sale, There
are still no real collectors in Bangladesh. The
sale has to be through contacts. The expats
remain the genuine enthusiasis of our work.
Getting an ambassador or such influential
persons to open your work helps in a sale. |
got Rafiqun Nabi and Mustafa Monower to
open my show as | admire them intensely."
Asked as to who
inspired him, Hasan
says frankly. "In to-
day's society people
are not there to
back you up: you
have to build up your
own confidence.”
Talking of how he
made a living, Hasan
elaborates, "I teach
at a school and that
ensures my bread
and butter. 'O level
and architecture
students come to us.
Earlier there were
only as many as five
students a year for
the 'O’ level, but to-
day there are B0 a
vear throughout
Dhaka. So, | feel 1
am doing something
worth my while.”
Commenting on
the recent Bienalle, |
Hasan adds. "The positive side is that it
brings in a lot of contemporary experimenta-
tion to the view of the local painters, who in
their turn, get inspired to do something
new."

Giving his view of the state of art in
Bangladesh, the painter comments, "1 feel
that the Bangladeshis are doing a good job of
projecting our culture overseas. | think, at
times, they are as good as most other Asian
artists. judging from an international level. In
sculpture, however. we have lagged behind.”

Summing up his works, Hasan concludes,
"Most of the paintings are termed Personal
Feelings — 1 am not confining the viewer io

my dreams, experiences or viewpoints. I |

want the onlooker to find his or her own
pleasure and meaning in my works.”

Hasan's works have been exhibited in
Tokyo and Paris.
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The Bwiu Charge d'Affaires hosted a reception to the visiting Swiss journalists at his

residence in the mt}r yesterday.
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Branch Shifting

National Credit and Commerce Bank Limited, Jubilee Road

Branch has
November 1995.

New Address

Dominion Plaza (1st Floor)
S, Jubilee Road

Chittagong
C

National Credit and
NCc Commerce Bank Ltd.

been shifted to

new premises from the 4th

Old Add

BANK BANKING WITH A TOUCH OF HEART
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Please visit today your nearest SINGER Showroom-cum-Sales Centre or SINGER Exclusive Sales Agent
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