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WO months ago, follo-
wing the rape and
murder of Yasmin, the
Dinajpur police has been
exposed at its worst. And as if
to remind the public that
rape in the hands of the
police are regular occur-
rences, another case is re-
ported from Chuadanga on
the 12 October. Protests
from the public, and from
women's groups in particular,
have been numerous. It is en-
couraging to see that the
Sommilito Nari Samaj as well
as other human rights ac-
tivists have held public
marches, ensuring that the
crimes are not forgotten. It is
important that justice be
done and, most importantly,
that they way in which the
ce carries out its mandate
be fundamentally questioned
and changed.

How old were Yasmin and
Marzina? Were they 13, or
147 Who knows. There is no
official age record in this
country and it is difficult to
prove anything. But they were
young and the police officers
they met did not extend any
kind of protection to them
because of their young age.
Quite the opposite, they has-
tened to end their innocence
by raping them and turning
them into ‘prostitutes’. Is this
the price that girls have to
pay for daring to travel alone
by train or by bus? What par-
ody of justice is this? Such
adolescent girls are covered
by the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child which ex-
tends to the age of 18. How
far the police is from uphold-
ing the spirit of this treatease
which their government has
officially endorsed.

Despite their young age.
Yasmin and Marzina are de-
scribed as women. This is
because women tend to be
defined by their bodies and
their bodies were seen as
mature. This may also be be-
cause these girls are poor
and their right to be pro-
tected has ended so early.
Protest against abuse and
exploitation of women is very
much on the political agenda
of the country, as Hameeda
Hossain rightly points out
(The Daily Star 19-10-95).
Women themselves are
protesting much louder than
before. 1 personally support
their protest. However, if we
consider human rights ahult:
committed by the police,

other categories of disem-
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powered people as well, and
among them children, male
and female.

The problem with chil-
dren accused of crime or
victims of ¢rime is that. hav-
ing lost their innocence they
are too often assimilated with
adults in spite of their young

age. This applies to adoles- .

cent girls who are raped..
Having been defiled, they are
perceived as 'fallen women'.

Children and adolescents are
known to be more deeply
scarred and maimed by the
violence and abuse done to
them because of their psy-

chological immaturity. But
very few people seem to ap-
preciate that the young age of
a victim does matter. Unfor-

tunately, the importance ol
the age factor is blotted out

when 13 and 14 year olds are
classified as 'women'.

The press statement is-
sued by Radda Barnen on the
2nd of October indicated that
the police was the most im-
portant institution coming in
contact with children. This is
so indeed, but only in the
context of juvenile justice
which was not mentioned in
the reports given by most
newspapers. The two lawyers
on our research team were
not allowed to meet children
(here defined as up to 16-
year-old) locked up in police
stations, nor children is pris-
ons. They were able to at-
tend trials of children. inter-
view criminal boys at the
Tongui Rehabilitation Centre
as well as girls at the
Kashimpur vagrant's home.
The Radda Barnen Child
Study is a multi-pronged one
which involved a multi-dis-
ciplinary team. The anthro-
pologists studied a rural
brothel where 40 per cent of
the prostitutes are estimated
to be under 18. They studied
bustee children and street
children. These provided
other important information
on how the police carries out
its mandate with these par-
ticular child populations. The
focus of the Radda Barnen
study was on children be-
tween 8 and 16 years old, not
on the police. However, the
latter were found to play such
an important role for certain
categories of children, that
they could hardly be avoided.
Alter all the police is a state
agency, and indeed a key
one for the enforcement of

huitian riﬂhta

Who Is responsible for the

way the police carries out its

by Therese Blanchet
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Children and adolescents are known to be more d:tply s;rud and
maimed by the violence and abuse done to them because of their psy-

chological immaturity. But very few penpk

young age of a victim does matter.

mandate? Hameeda Hussain
stales that the keepers of the
law assume they are bwive

middle class professional
man married to a college lec-
turer, apparently. was able 1

seem to appreciate that the

bu'_r the right not to be ac-

in spite of the numerous

cused and not to jeopardize . signs which did not support

his respectable reputation.

his version of the events. Buy-

Enlmmluu Nari Samaj hﬂmkmm rally prututm; rape nm:l murder ut‘ Ymm

the law and this attitude is
allowed to prevail because
"we meet lawlessness with
silence”. This may well be so.
But why should there be si-
lence? It's quite clear that
the present system does not
serve all citizens so badly. At
least, this was the conclusion
reached following an inter-
esting case documented
while working in Khilgaon
bustee in November 1993. A
10-year old maid servant
died in the home of her mid-
dle class employer. The vic-
tim's mother and her bustee
neighbours all believed that
the girl had been murdered,
but the employer claimed
that she had hung herself
although there was no such
signs on the body. There
were clear marks of blows
which we saw ourselves. The
employer, a relatively wealthy
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ing the right not to be ac-
cused of killing one's maid
servant, we learned, is quite
easily done provided one has
money handed over to the
right people and at the right
time. It basically involves
bribing two individuals, the
investigating police officer
and the forensic doctor. We
were informed that the on
going rate for falsifying an

inquest report in such a case
was approximately 50,000

taka, We were surprised to
see how many people were
well informed on these mat-
ters and how easy it was to
get the information. Knowing
how to deal with the police
and extirpate oneself from
unfortunate’ situations is ob-
viously important to the citi-
zens of Bangladesh, indeed
much more so than knowing
the law.

The Radda Barnen Child
Study Team carried out sev-
eral studies and touches upon
many questions connected
with the rights of the child.

t explores the meanings of-

childhood in Bgngladesh.
Here not only age and gen-
der, but social class and oc-
cupational group are highly
important to determine the
experience of childhood and
how early a girl, for example,
is likely to be acknowledged
as a 'woman’. The press pre-
sented with these findings
chose to report on only two
issues : The brothel and the
police. For some reason,
these are the topics of the
day. In the cases of Yasmin
and Marzina, there is re-
markably little hesitation in

exposing and den the
police. This denunciation,

based on particularly well
documented cases, is impor-
tant and . However,

when rcnpunalhmty for a
crime and its cover up in-
volve professionals in re-
spectable positions (who
could be a relative or a col-
league), a police officer and a
doctor. all collaborating in an
unholy alliance, there seems
to be less interest in lifting
the conspiracy of silence.

After all, the devil could be
found in one's own home,

One last point. It is totally
unacceptable that the police
and the media should dis-
close the identity of a miner
girl who has been gang raped.
This has been dnm: again
with Marzina whose name,
family situation, and
have been widely publicized.

Do journalists know what
such exposure does to a girl's
reputation and future life
prospect? Do they know that
she could be forced to enter
the brothel, as happened in

- some cases we documented,

because all other doors have
been closed to one who is
defined as noshto We
strongly encourage this
newspaper to take a lead in
establishing more ethical
journalistic norms and con-
ventions, in line with the
Convention on the Rights of
the Child (Art. 16).

The author is Team
Leader, The Child Study,
Radda Barmnern

Not Letting Them Go Blind

by Ekram Kabir
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the required vitamin A-rich
food at a tender age. On the

how the IPHN (Institute of
Public Health and Nutrition)
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corporations and
pourashava areas are being
fed V-A capsules, also in-
cludes the target of eradicat-
ing iodine deficiency-prone
disorders as well.

In 1990, to the
UNICEF's State of World's
Children report, more than
half a million mothers first
noticed that there was some-
wrong with their chil-
dren's eyes. Typically, the
first sign of the problem was
an inability to see properly in
the half-lit dawn or dusk — a
disease popularly known as
Ratkhana rog in :

Soon after, foamy-white
specks or patches began to
appear in the children's eyes.
Wiped away easily at first,
began to recure more
frequently. After a few
months. the child

:
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You can prevent this blindness

Feed children dark green, leafy
vegetables or yellow fruits
everyday
at litthe cost — to include
small amounts of green leafy
vegetables: or 2-cent Vitamin
A capsules can be given three
times a year lo children over
six months of age. or viLamin
A can be added o sugar or
cooking oil

Assessment of the pre-

sent-day world is that it is
familiar of images of hunger.
This is more so Iin
Bangladesh in terms of mal-
nutrition. Most of the chil-
dren's — though malnour-
ished — childhood is either
fleeting with suffering by
various diseases or with early
family responsibilities which
are compelling them to work
as labourers. To protect these
children from all sorts of al-
flictions, specially the dietary
deficiencies, the World
Summit on Children in 1990

came up with some mid-

like all the small fishes, eggs
and liver. For wery young
children — before they are
weaned — the richest source
is the first milk from moth-
ers and breast-milk generally.
But in Bangladesh, dietary

of Vitamin A in the popula-
tion, specially in children.
has been conducting a na-
tional high-dose capsule
(200.0001U) distribution
programme since 1973, This
distribution of capsules takes
place twice a year from April
to May and October 1o
November. This week's is the
40th session of such kind.
with a little difference.

This time the approach is
being replicated to that of
the NIDs (National Immuni-
sation Days) conducted ear-
lier this year where 45 per
cent of all under-five chil-
dren were given oral polio
vaccine (OPV). In addition on
the second NID in April. to
boost the national coverage ol
V-A and to create pgeneral
increased commurity aware-
ness, high-dose capsules
were given to all children
who came for immunisation
at the centres.

With the same NID ap-
proach. the target of this
week is in fact to achieve
more than 85 per cemt cov
erage which needs a con-
certed eflort of volunteers
from NGOs. student bodies,
representatives from poura-
shava level and the media

Battle Against the bomb -

Secrecy and Deception will Test the Test Treaty

CIENTISTS opposed

to nuclear arms are

sceptical that the
signing of a test ban treaty
next year will bring nuclear
weapons testing anywhere
near an end.

Secret tests, they bélieve,
are likely to continue long
after the signing and hand-
shakes have taken place in
Geneva, as new weapons are
made and more states start
developing their own
Weapons.

"A signéitare is still only

that — a signature”, Dani Kay
[ of Scientists for Global Re-

sponsibility (SGR), an anti-
nuclear group, told Gemini
News e,

"It will not do away with
the need to verify and moni-
tor conditions because of the
ever-present risk that a cur-
rently non-nuclear state will
start or continue to develop a
nuclear capacity.”

Scepticism over the pro-

posed Comprehensive Test

Ban Treaty also stems from
what the scientists claim is a
history of deception in the
development of nuclear
Weapons.

"The history of nuclear
weapons has been one of se-
crecy, deception and law-
lessness. Today we are never
sure exactly how much
weaponry there is in a spe-
cific nuclear state or
of the level of development
and testing.," claims the
group.

Of China. whose nuclear
tests have heightened re-
gional tension, Kay says: “Just
what's happening in China.
we don't know."

Beijing maintains its tests

France has promised to switch from real explosions to co

mputer-simulated

testing of its nuclear arsenal, and attempts are underway to negotiate an
international test ban treaty. But secrecy and deception make monitoring

difficult.

and that it has carried out far
fewer tests than other nu-
clear powers: about 40 com-
pared with 1,000 by the US.

Beijing dismisses as hypo-
critical Tokyo's decision to
stop grant aid as a protest
against China's tests..

out that Japan'sheiters under'-

the US nuclear umbrella
while China has to look after
itself.

Scientists for Global Re-
sponsibility maintain that se-
crecy is far from over, which
gives point to the work of the
independent London-based

Verification Technology In-
formation Centre (VERTIC),
set up to scrutinise the nu-
clear weapons scenario, in-
cluding technology and ex-
port controls. It specialises
in the use of remote
by satellite to detect which
country is doing
where and to ensure all par-
ties conform to treaties.
Scientists concerned with
secrecy, however, praise
some countries for starting to
open up. They say the United
States is now the most open
nuclear weapons state in the

what and

world, which is why evidence
emerged of the way Ameri-
cans were deceived into act-
ing as guinea-pigs in radia-
tion experimentis as part of
investigations into th: eﬂects
of nuclear weapons. - '

Kay says the seéreey st
munﬂngttmmw:ﬁf

nuclear arms arises because
states do not want to main-
tain a balance of power with
others but want to be supe-
rior.

The United States and
France, for example. have
said they will insist on a

A testing time for the world

have not viclated any treaties
legal hearing of global
significance is about

A to unfold in the
Netherlands. For the first
time, the legal status of
nuclear weapons will be
tested at the International
Court of Justice,

The hearing starts on 30
October at the appropriately
named "Peace Palace” In the
Hauge

Although the event is open
to the public. only represen-
tatives of governments have
the right to present argu-
ments to the Court. In an un-
precedented move. however,
the Court has accepted. peti-
tions from independent or-
ganisations

"We are confident that a
large body of international
law supports Lthe view that
the threat or use of nuclear
weapons Is illegal.,” says Alyn
War of the United States
Lawyers Committee on Nu-

clear Policy. "However, there
is a chance that the judges

| could be influenced to fudge

the decision, which is why
these oral proceedings are so
important.

Twenty-five member
states of the United Nations
will each be allowed 90 min-
utes to put their case. The 15
judges will retire to deliber-
ate on their "advisory opin-
ion" en |5 November. A rul-
ing is expected by early
| 996

Representatives of NATO
(the North Atlantic Treaty

{ Organisation. the main West
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clause in the test ban treaty
enabling them to re-start
testing if they believe their
‘supreme national security” is
threatened, according to
Britain's New Scientist
magazine. Anti-nuclear
groups believe Britain, Russia
and China are likely to make
the same demand.

< And some influential peo-
ple. such as Peter Jones,
former head of Britain's nu-

clear weapons
Aldermaston, arg e“m ﬁ :‘
makes no sense- :
nuclear wea m ib 5
ability to test them fally.- <&
Britain's commitment teo
end tests is doubtful, say the
Scientists for Global Respon-
sibility, following what the
organisation called London's

lukewarm res to the
series of tests in the Pacific

started by France in Septem-
ber.

In an attempt to dampen
the international outcry over
the tests, Paris now says that
when its current series of
tests is complete it will sup-
port a complete test band
and will switch to computer-
simulated

Modern technnlnu
work both ways: it can
the bomb-makers but can
also be used to improve mon-
itoring by anti-nuclear
weapons group. But the cam-

paigning scientists say that
even with the help of sophis-
ticated moni technol-
ogy. the secrecy of the nu-
clear states makes it difficult

for monitors to keep a finger
on the nuclear pulse.

— GEMINI NEWS

SHEPHERD MUTAMBA is
a Zimbabwean journalist.

Peace Palace Goes Nuclear

Tony Samphier writes from The Hauge
Campaigners against nuclear weapons do not believe a

in their favour

at the International Court of Justice (Hearing starts 30 October) will bring
about instant disarmament. reports Gemini News Service. But they believe
it would boost their cause.

ern military alliance) will be
out in force to protect their
nuclear arsenals, but so. too,
will experts from Pacific is-
land states, riled by France's
resumption of nuclear test-
ing.

The New Zealand state-
ment considers that "even if
it is not possible to say that,
in every case. international
law prescribes the threat or
use of nuclear weapons, there
is little doubt that the law has
been moving in this direc-

tion. We have made it clear -

that New Zealand's view is
that the sooner this peoint is
reached the better.”

The Japanese delegation
will be headed by the Mayor
of Hiroshima. the city over
which the world's [irst
atomic bomb was exploded
90 years ago

And the Japanese head of
the UN World Health Organi-
zation (WHO). Hiroshi Naka-
jima. in a written petition.
challenges the use of nuclear
arms on health and environ-
mental grounds: "The besl
way to ensure human health
and peace is for all nations of
the weorld to forswear the

production, testing and use
of nuclear weapons.”

Campaigners arguing for a
pronouncement that nuclear
weapons are lllegal do not
delude themselves that
success at the Court ,would
banish the threat of nuclear
war to the dustbin of history.
But they do believe that an
anti-nuclear stance by the
UN's chief judicial organ
would be a big step forward
for disarmament,

"NATO nuclear weapon
states have bitterly opposed
our work and the Court's
ruling would not make them
disarm overnight.” admits
George Farebrother of the
World Court Project (WCP),

_ an umbrella group of anti-nu-

clear activists who got to-
gether in 1992 to press for a
legal test at the International
Court.

"However, it would add
considerably to worldwide
pressure for a nuclear
weapons convention and put
nuclear weapons in the same
category as chemical and bio-
logical weapons, which are
already banned by interna-
tional law.”

WCP estimates that 18 of
the oral statements to the
Court will argue for nuc¢lear
illegality. The pro-legality
case is likely to be made by
the United States. Britain,
France. Russia, Germany and
italy.

The December 1994 UN
General Assembly resolution
to take the i(ssue of the
"“legality of the threat or use
of nuclear weapons” to the
Court was sponsored by
countries belonging to the
Non-Aligned Movement. [t
split the world forum down
the middle.

East and Western Europe
joined the United States in
opposing the move, while
most of the rest of the world
backed the legal challenge to
nuclear weapons.

The General Assembly ini-
tiative was the result ol pres-
sure from the WCP and other
lobbyists. The strongest WCP
network exists in Britain,
headed up by retired Com-
mander Robert Green. whe
had his finger on the nuclear
trigger during the Cold War
but now favours doing away
with weapons of mass de-

struction al

Three million Dﬂtllrlﬂ-
ons of Conscience” have been
collected by WCP members
worldwide. The Declaration
states: "It is my belief that
nuclear weapons are
immoral.”

In one small British town,
an elderly activist got 30,000
people to sign up.

Anti-nuclear campaigners
believe that the scales of in-
ternational law-making are
tipping in their favour. "The
majority of states submitting
written evidence to ih M'l
have been su

view," Alyn Ware m..
"Out of 42 countries, 31 have

supported the case being
heard and/or the view that
the use of nuclear weapons is
illegal.”

International law special-
ist Nick Grief says the
"Martens Clause” In the
Hague Conventions on the
rules of war, adopted at the
turn of the century, means
that countries do not have a
free-hand where weapons of
mass destruction are con-
cerned.

“In the context of war, it
is not true that states can do
anything which is not specil-
ically prohibited,” he argues.
“Their freedom of action.
even in self-defence, is con-
strained by elementary con-

TONY SAMPHIER is a Pt
tish freelance journalist.



