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Blast leaves 4 dead 1n Assam:

least four persons including two women and a small boy
were killed yesterday and 15 others injured in a bomb
blast at Diphu, the headquarter town ol Assams Karbi
Anglong district, according to official sources in Guwahati

PT1 says from Guwahati
The bomb planted by unidentified miscreants inside a
bus travelling to Doboka exploded at a public bus stand of

the town, killing all four persons on the spot

Christopher arrives in Jordan:

US Secretary of State Warren Christopher arrived In
Jordan yesterday to attend a Middle East economis
conference opening later in the day. Reuter reports from
Amman.

The conference of more than 1.000 political and
business leaders to discuss Investment in the region is a
follow-up to last year's Casablanca meeting at which Arabs
and Israelis mixed for the first time since 1948

Gas explosion kills 10 in Manila:

Ten people were killed when a gas stove exploded and
destroyed a neighbouring restaurant in the Manila suburb
of Pasay early yesterday. Philippine police said. Reuter

reports from Manila.
Five employees of the restaurant in the Cartimar

commercial district escaped from the blaze by jumping out
of a window.
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7 die as ferry sinks in Manila:
least seven people were killed and four others were
missing after a ferry sank as tropical storn Zack struck
the central Philippines, officials said yesterday, AFP
reports from Manila.

The Cebu Diamond, carrying 53 crewmen, sank in the
Visayas Sea off Leyte island Saturday as it sought shelter
from the storm. Foreign vessels in the area and a boat from
Leyte managed to rescue 51 crew members, Jose Roble,
owner of the shipping firm that operates, the ferry said.

Road mishap claims 11 in Ankara:
Eleven people were killed and several others injured in a
traffic accident in Afyon province, western Turkey, the
state-run TV reported in Ankara yesterday evening, Xinhua
says from Ankara.

The TV report said that the traffic accident occurred
Saturday afternoon when a minibus collided with a truck at
Derceine district of Sultandagi town in Afyon.
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Blast kills 6 in Algeria: A car boms
exploded yesterday killing six people and wounding 83 in
the Algerian city of Bouira, Algerian security forces said,

quoted by the Algerian news agency APS, Reuter says from
Paris.

2,000 Slovaks return home: vo-

than 2,000 Slovaks returned to their homes on Saturday
after being evacuated when poison gas belched from a stee!
mill next to their village, killing 13 people, Reuter says
from Kosice Slovakia.

A fleet of buses took home 2,500 inhabitants of the
eastern village of Velka Ida who had been evacuated amid
scenes of panic in the early hours of Saturday 19 hours

| m blast at VSZ Steel Mill ruptured a pipeline carrying
e monoxide.
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Polls begln in Tanzania: runzaniens
go to the polls yesterday in their first multi party
presidential and parliamentary elections after three
decades of one party rule, Reuter says from Dar es Salaam.

The nine million voters had in theory to decide which
party could best improve the economic prospects of one of
Africa’'s poorest nations.

8 killed in bus mishap in West Bank:
Eight people were killed when an Israeli bus in which they
were travelling slid off a road and tumbled into a ravine on

Saturday night, Israel radio reported, Reuter says from -

Jerusalem.

The accident occurred east of Jerusalem in the
occupied West Bank. The radio said several people were
seriously injured in the accident which occurred on a road
made slippery by rain. Police could not immediately
confirm the report.
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Pakistan rules out improv
ties with India

ISLAMABAD Oct 29 Pak
islan tudday ruled out the pos
sthility ol an improvement in
relations with neighbouring
india while the 48 year old
Kashmir dispute remained
unresolved. reports AFP

‘Kashmir remains a prior
ity issue lor the government,”
Fresident Farooq Ahmed
Leghari said in his annual ad-
dress al a joint sitting of the
country's parliament

Relations with India can
not improve until the dispute
and Kashmirts

The opposition,
FM Nawaz

led by
Sharif,

Gilani, refused
to opposition

lease of several MPs jailed on
various charges.

MPs wearing black arm-
bands continued to shout
throughout the speech.

Leghari also attacked In
dia s long range missile pro-
gramme, saying that it posed
danger to the entire region

In an implicit reference to
the recent arrests of around
40 army officers, the presi

dent said the Pakistan army
was a disciplined force.

According to local press
reports the officers. includ-
ing a general and a brigadier
were arrested last month for
plotting an Islamic revolution
or helping insurgents in In-
dia-held Kashmir

The government has not
spelled out the charges
against the detained officers
and Prime Minister Benazir

Bhutto has said an investiga-
ton was underway

Iindia and Pakisian have
fought three wars since their
1947 Iindependence from
Britain. Two of their armed
conflicts were for the control
of Kashmir. claimed by both

Relations deteriorated fur
ther as Muslim militants
stepped up a campaign
against Indian rule in 1989
More than 12.000 people
have died so far in the bloody
cessasionist movement

India blames Pakistan for
training and arming the
Kashmiri militants. Pakistan
denies the charge. But it
vows to continue its political
and diplomatic support for
Kashmiris calling their
movement a “legitimate
struggle” for their right to
self-determination.

Chandrika risking career with

offensive against LTTE

COLOMBO. Oct 29: Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga
is risking her political future
with a military campaign
which could crush Tamil
separatists or plunge Sri
Lanka into more chaos. ana-
lysts said today, reports AFP

Kumaratunga. 50, who has
enjoyed a meteoric political
career since winning a local
election in 1993, ordered
the country's biggest-ever of-
fensive 13 days ago against

the separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE.)

"Now Lhat the war has
been thrust upon us, we will
conduct it efficiently,” Ku-
maratunga said Friday during
a visit to New York as her se-
curity forces tightened the
noose around the LTTE's
stronghold of the Jallna
peninsula in the island's

north

Diplomals here say the
success ol lailure of the latest
military offensive will decide
whether Kumaratunga, who
became president almost a
year ago, can run for a second
term or whether her gov-
ernment s finished.

Tamil legislator, Dharma-
lingam Sidhathan., said Ku-
maratunga was taking a “very
very high risk” in trying to
resolve the protracted con-
flict which has claimed over
50,000 lives in the past 23
Years.

“She took a big risk by un-
veiling a (radical) political
package (on August 3). With
the offensive she is taking a
bigger risk because the LTTE
being a guerilla movement
can target her,” said Sid-
hathan who leads an anti-
LTTE party in parliament.

‘If the army is able to dis-
lodge the LTTE and restore
civil administration in the
north, that will be a tremen-
dous boost to her. The eco-
nomic prospects after a set-
tlement (of the conflict) are

endless.” an Asian diplemat
said.

“ On the other hand. if the

government is unable to show
spectacular results to counter
the spate of major LTTE at-
tacks Iin recent weeks, the
government's position will be
untenable, diplomats said.

The military has already
lost 128 soldiers withHh more
than 500 wouuded in the
current campaign code-
named Rivirasa (sunshine)
launched on October 17 and

flagged by the military as an
offensive to take Jaffna.

Strike paralyses Karachi
Gunmen kill 2 college

LAHORE, Oct 29: Gunmen
killed two college teachers
outside the Pakistani town of
Lahore on Saturday amid ten-
sion between two rival Mus-
lim sects, police said, reports
Reuter.

The two teachers were
shot by unidentified motor-
cyclists at a busy road cross-

The shooting follows the
killing last week of a local re-
ligious leader of the minority
Shi'ite sect, which blamed it
on militants from the major-
ity Sunni sect.

A spokesman for the
Shi‘ite Tehrik-1-Jafaria group
said the involved in
Saturday's shooting in the
Punjab province capital prob-
ably thought one of the two
teachers, Aftab Nagiv, was a
Shi'ite because of his name.

He said Naqgiv and his col-
league, Magbool, were Sun-
nis.

Violent incidents have in-

teachers in Lahore

creased in Lahore in the past
month. A bomb exploded at a
bus station in Lahore on Fri-
day night but nobody was
hurt.
Two people were killed by
a bomb blast in a cinema in
the eastern Punjab town of
Okara. Nobody claimed re-
sponsibility for both blasts.
AFP adds: Pakistan's com-
mercial capital Karachi was
paralysed by a strike today
following violence which left
six people, including a po-
liceman dead, according to
police and hospital sources.
The strike the fourth this
month, was called by the
city's main opposition party,
the ethnic-based (MQM).
Among the casualties of
the violence, on Saturday and
overnight, was an MQM ac-
tivist, the great-grandson of
one of the leaders of the

Pakistan independence
movement, Nulana Hasrat
Mohani,
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Members of Prime Minister Tansu Ciller's DYP party and opposition parliamentarians of

the ANAP clash in the Turkish parliament during a debate of a freedom of expression
law, Ankara late on Friday evening. Turkey's parliament amended a key article and
anti-terrorism law, in a move that was expected to help the country's bid to gain

acceptance from the European Union.

— AFP/UNB photo

Islamic Jihad vows to take revenge

Jihad leader shot dead in Malta

DAMASCUS, Oct 29: Radi-
cal Palestinian leader Fathi
Shaqaqi, whose group was
responsible for attacks in
which dozens of Israeli were
killed, was assassinated in
Malta on Thursday., Pales-
tinian sources said on Satur-
day.

"l say with great sorrow
that brother Shqaqi was as-
sassinated in Malta." a senior
Palestinian official, who
asked not to be named, told
Reuters.

"All indications we have
got so far show that the Is-
raeli secret service Mossad is
behind this cowardly action,"
he added.

Another source said
Shqaqi, secretary-general of
the Islamic Jihad organisa-
tion which opposes Israeli-
PLO peace moves, was shot in
his car after arriving from
Libya where he had held talks
with Colonel Muammer
Gaddafi.

"We do not wish to hold
the Libyans responsible for
brother Shaqagi's assassina-

tion but the security mea-
sures they made were not

enough to protect him," one

‘Mao's widow was
patient from hell,
Deng, a model of

compliance'’

BEIJING, Oct 29: Mao Tse
Tung's despised widow and
leader of the notorious gang
of four, Jiang Qing, was a pa-
tient from hell. while patri-
arch Deng Xiaoping was a
model of compliance, accord-
ing to their former doctor,
reports AFP.

The revelations were con-
tained in excerpts. published
in Saturday’'s China Consumer
News, of the memoirs of
Wang Minging, who, begin-
ning in 1955, served as a se-
nior medical officer in the
Sumptuous residential com-
plex for China's leaders,
Zhongnanhai, off and on for
more than 35 years.

source said.

"It looks as though the
Libyans are now looking for a
way to distance themselves
from the incident especially
that they gave a Libyan pass-

port to Shaqgaqi,” another
source said.
Palestinian hardline group lIs-

lamic Jihad vowed today to
take revenge on Israelis for
killing its leader Fathi
Shakaki, blaming Israeli se-
cret services for his death.

Meanwhile, Israel wel-
comed the news that a leader
of Islamic Jihad, a militant
group pledged to wrecking
its peace deal with the PLO,
had been shot dead in Malta
but refused to say if it was re-
sponsible.,

Islamic Jihad sources inp
the Palestinian -ruled Gaza
Strip said Fathi Shqaqgi, 43,
the movement's Damascus-
based leader, was killed by
Israel's. Mossad assasssinated
him in Malta on his way back
from Libya to Damascus,” said
one source who declined to
be identified.
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NEW DELHI. Oct 29 An
Indian ministerial team on
Kashmir has called for early
legislative elections. prefer-
ably in December. in the
troubled state, officials said
today, reports AFP

The team suggested at a
two- hour meeting here Sat-
urday that the elections be

| held before the expiry of the

current spell of federal rule
in Kashmir on Jandary 17
an official spokesman said

The group of ministers
who had been asked by the
prime minister to study the
possibility of holding elec-
tions in Kashmir included
External Affairs Minister
Pranab Mukherjee and Fi-
nance Minister Manmohan
Stngh

They “felt the situation in
the state had turned for the
better and conditions were
conducive to holding of elec-
tions by mid-December.” the
spokesman said Saturday's
meeting was also attended by
intelligence officials.

Indian officials say a final
decision on Kashmir elec-
tions would be taken by
Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao.

Kashmir, India's only Mus-
lim-majority state, has been
governed directly by New
Delhi since January 1990,
Muslim militants fighting a
bloody war since 1989
against [Indian rule over
Kashmir have vowed to sabo-
tage any elections.

ICJ to start
hearings on

N-issue

THE HAGUE, Oct 29: The
international Court of Justice
(ICJ) will on Monday start a
series of hearings on whether
using or threatening to use
nuclear arms is legally justi-
fied. reports AFP.

The world court is being
asked to give an opinion —
not a ruling — on the issue
after hearing depositions
over two weeks from a host
of countries across the world
Including nuclear powers
Britain. France. Russia and
the United States.

It is not being asked to
rule on nuclear testing de-
spite the third in a series of
tests begun in September by
France in the South Pacific
late Friday, |

The United Nations'
supreme authority was asked

by the World Health Organi-

. sation (WHO} and the UN

General Assembly for an
opinion on the legality of nu-
clear weapons.

Tribal chiefs call
for boycotting
SA local polls

GRAAFF REINET, South
Africa, Oct 29: President Nel-
son Mandela's African Na-
tional Congress (ANC) faces a
showdown with traditional
rulers in its Eastern Cape
stronghold during Wednes-
day's local government elec-
tions, reports AFP.

But the battle will not be
who to vote for but whether
to vote at all?

Tribal chiefs in the
province have called for a
boycott of the elections, say-
ing the poll will undermine
their authority. The ANC has
shrugged off their call.

People don't listen to the
Amakhosi (chiefs), the ANC's
chief whip in the provincial
legislature Mike Makalika
told AFP. "They are not as
strong here as they are in
Kwazulu-Natal province. As
far as we are concerned
there is no boycott in any
part of the Eastern Cape.”

Almost two million of the
province's 3.7 million voters
live in tribal areas where the
congress of traditional lead-
ers of South Africa — a fairly
close ally of the ANC during
the struggle against apartheid
is calling for the stayaway.

Opposition parties includ-
ing the conservative National
Party (NP} of Frederik de
Klerk say the boycott call
combined with widespread
apathy, could lead to a low
voter turn-out and weaken
the ANC's domination in the
province.
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US movie star Sylvester Stallone makes some shadow
boxing to the delight of his fans during a promotion
event in Tel Aviv on Saturday, for the Planet Hollywood
restaurant chain that will open in Tel Aviv in February
1996, — AFP/UNB photo
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There is no hell in
Castro's world!

HAVANA: Cuban President Fidel Castro said in remarks
published on Saturday he does not want to believe in hell
because "it's very tough.” and described Jesus Christ as one
of mankind’'s "greatest revolutionaries.” reports Reuter

“I've always considered
Christ to be one of the
greatest revolutionaries in
the history of humanity.
said the leader who led the
communist revolution to
power in 1959.

The remarks, published
in the officilal newspaper
Granma, were made by the
Cuban leader on Wednesday
night in New York when he
met a group of mostly
Protestant pastors. He had
been attending the United
Nations 50th anniversary
commemoration in New
York.

He told the pastors he
had studied 12 years at a
Roman Catholic school and
his Jesuit teachers had
sought to impose on him

e

what he called a "dogmatic
belief” including the idea of hel!

“l really think the ones wli: slhiould have gone to hell
were those who wanted 10 make me believe without
convincing me. Besides, the truth is ... | don't want to

believe in hell. it's very tough.” he said.

He later added. provoking a laugh from his listeners:
“Today, we would say that they wouldn't agree in the
United Nations with this eternal condemnation, that it
would be a flagrant violation of human rights.”

Castro said he also respected Pope John Paul as "one of
the most brilliant personalities of the Catholic church of
the last few centuries,” although he disagreed with him
over soine issues.

"We feel he doesn't fully understand the problem of the
population explosion in the world, the question of
marriage by priests and the absence of women in the
churches,” he said.

But Castro said he agreed with the Pope's criticism of
the consumer society and his views on poverty and social
injustice.

He said a situation of “"detenie and co-existence”
currently existed between his government and the
Catholic church.

Mayawati's BSP splits
again in Uttar Pradesh

NEW DELHI. Oct 29: An
Indian party which champi-
ons the cause of "untouc-
hables" and governed the
courntry's most populous state
until 12 days ago has split for
the second time in five
months, newspapers re-
ported Sunday, says AFP.

The Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP, Majority People's Party)
broke up late Saturday in the
northern state of Uttar
Pradesh, sparking clashes be-
tween rival factions, the Hin-
dustan Times and other
dailies said.

At least 10 of the party's
59 state lawmakers broke
away and picked a new leader
at a meeting in the Uttar
Pradesh capital Lucknow.
BSP deputy leader and
former state chief minister
Mayawati denounced them as
"splitters.”

Both factions claimed ma-
jority support in the BSP's
Uttar Pradesh chapter. It was
not immediately clear how
many lawmakers were still

supporting Mayawati, a fire-
brand woman.

The BSP champions the
cause of the millions of low-
caste Hindus, known as
"untouchables.” as well as
poor Muslims and Sikhs. It
first took power in Uttar
Pradesh in November 1993
in a coalition headed by the
Socialist Party.

But it withdrew crucial
legislative support to the So-
cialist Party of Mulayam
Singh Yadav in June, forcing
his resignation. The move led
to the first split in BSP when
11 legislators sympathetic to

Yadav broke away.
The BSP then formed a
government in Uttar

Pradesh, a sprawling state of
nearly 140 million people,
with the backing of its erst-
while foe, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP, Indian
People's Party).

The BSP government
headed by Mayawali collapsed
on October 17 when the BJP
took back its support

Good news for
heart disease

sufferers

LONDON, Oct 29: A British
man was given an electric
heart last week in an opera-
tion that could bring hope to
hundreds of heart disease
sufferers, the Sunday Times
newspaper reported, says
Reuter.

Abel Goodman. a 64-year-
old retired film producer
who suffered from heart fail-
ure, received the implant at
the John Radicliffe Hospital
in Oxford in the first opera-
tion of its kind.

The electric heart, devel-
oped by scientists at the
Texas Heart Institute.

Sudanese expelled from Libya face gruelling desert trek

WAHAT AS-SALAFI, Sudan,
Oct 29: Thousands of Su-
danese face a gruelling three-
day desert trek clinging to
bumpy trucks under a relent-
less sun as they head home
after being expelled from
Libya, reports AFP.

The expelled workers
have little choice if they do
not have the 80-dollar bus
fare to hand over to the
Libyan bus drivers in the
Libyan town of Khufrah at the
start of the journey,

The only alternative is to
clamber on top of one of the
heavy-goods lorries trundling
the desert route between the
two countries.

Squatting on the roofs of
the lorries, pinning their
luggage beneath, the male
passengers face a dusty ride
through the desert to the
first Sudanese town of Don-
gola, about 900 kilometres
(550 miles) away.

First stop is the barder
oasis of Wahat As-Salafi 300
kilometres (180 miles) south
in Sudan, out still 600 kilo-
mretres (370 miles) from
Dongola.

Even by jeep. "the queen
of the desert,” the journey
takes 15 hours.

Sudan has swung into ac-
tion to receive the returning
workers, more than 40,000

having been expelled already
since August, sources said.

About 300,000 are set to
be thrown out of Libya by
Libyan leader Moamer
Gaddafi, according to the
head of the Sudanese expa-
triates office Tajeddin Al-
Mahdi. Gaddafi said Tuesday
he would press on with the
expulsion.

Mahdi travelled to Libya in
September and appealed for
a delay until the end of the
December so an operation (o
repatriate the workers could

be better organised.

A Sudanese officer has
been placed in charge of or-

ganising the workers as they
arrive at the border oasis,
equipped with water and
food for the journey. Those
with plenty share with those
without. "We share every-
thing," one said.

“They need the patience
of job to travel in these con-
ditions on this route which
has been dubbed by the lorry-
drivers 'the road of Anatara’
because it is so difficult,” he
said, referring to a pre-lIs-
lamic epic of a legendary
warrior poet who undertook
a hazardous journey

He welcomed a convoy of
five lorries, sagging under
the weight of the passengers

and their luggage as it rolled
into the oasis throwing up a

cloud of choking sand.

As the lorries ground to a
halt, the passengers jumped
off to fling themselves into
the cool waters of the oasis
without event taking off their
long traditional robes.

"Wherever possible, close
to points of water, we have
set up aild posts where we
check the passing vehicles to

bring them help if they get
lost in the desert.” the officer
said

But their efforts remain
crude There I8 no medical
help Doctors are expected in
Dongola travelling the &80

kilometres (400 miles) north
from Khartoum by helicopter.

“In the oasis at least we
are reassured by security
forces and we can spend the
night in peace,” sald Hassan
Al-Rassul, wrapped in a blan-
ket sheltering in sand dune
huddled next to his travelling
companions.

"8o0 far the weather has
been fine, but winter is ap
proaching. | am wondering
whether those who follow us
will be able to withstand the
intense cold of the winter
nights in the desert. We are a
people used to .cata. but hu
man endurance has its lim

ita.” he added

1 lakh Chinese
attacked
with HIV

BEIJING, Oct 29: China
Health Ministry has admitted
that as many as 100,000
people in China could be car
rying the deadly Human Im
mune-Deficiency Virus (HIV)

that leads to AIDS reports
AFP
A ministry circular pub

lished in Health News today
sald China had 2. 428 offi
clally registered HIV carriers

as of July 1, but ministry ex
perts warned that the real
number could be anywhere
bhetween 50 000 and
1O OCK



