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Where is the End of it?

Crime is seldom innovative. Murder contin-
ues as a roaring success in Bangladesh and
proliferates interminably. So with crimes of
less and non-violent nature. But in an ideally
competitive market crime situation, it must be
creative as well to rake in derived results. Mas-
tans, the chandabaz extortionist variety, dis-
obliged by the contractors of the under-con-
struction Tk 10 crore modern emergency an-
nex of the Dhaka Medical College, have sent
them letters threatening dire consequences.
To make things adequately convincing they ac-
companied their letter with three rounds of
bullet.

Thanks to a police system that nobody puts
his faith in, the bullet-letter proved convincing.
From Seéeptember 13 work has completely
stopped on the project. Although the project
director, Dr Jahangir has sworn to go ahead in
| spite of this, the contractors are not as ready
to risk going to the morgue which they are not
building anyhow. When will the work resume?
After payment of the ransom money?

This shameful affair has been frontpaged by a
| leading daily and the work stoppage has en-
tered its 44th day. No action so far. What then?
Will the project be abandoned? No, comes a
hesitant reply. A police outpost would be set up
near the construction site and only after that
work would resume. The job is already three
and a half years behind schedule and cost over-
runs have overshot the money available.

But why do we need this police outpost? The
police and their controllers, the Home Min-
istry, must be knowing the criminals to their
innards or there is no need to keep them
draining the taxpayer's money. The goons have
already rampaged the builder's site office. If
the police cannot do anything now to inactivate
them, what will a poor outpodstful of them will
do against a determined attack? -

Police failure to contain mastans hmrlng po-
litical fall-back cushion is pushing the country
to an environment of total lawlessness and an-
archy. We want our hole saciety to keep a
wakeful vigil on what happens to the DMCH

emergency annex.
Railway Reform

What we were afraid would happen, is now

with fearful regularity. We are refer-
ring to the deadly railway accidents that are
bécoming frequent. Whatever may be the im-
mediate cause of these tragedies, the real
cause lies at the gradual decline of the railway
system as a whole.

To take just one example of the miserable
mhofﬂahgladash Railway (BR), out of a total
274 engines, 209 have passed the period of
major overhaul. They are beirig used regularly
with no plans fur either replacement or re-

pair.
Without gning into the specificity of the re-

cent accidents, we can draw an overall con-
clusion that they are, in the ultimate analysis,

the result of a system in decline. A look at the
| state of railway compartments, railway tracks,
railway stations, the goods trains, the signal
equipment, and everything related to the rail-
ways, one is struck by the deterioration of ev-
ery aspect of BR's operation. Except perhapﬂ
for a recent project to computerise ticketing a

a selected number of stations, practically
nothing has been done to modernise BR. With
decreasing revenue, extreme mismanagement,
| over employment, misallocation of limited re-
sources, improper financial planning and ab-
sence of a highly committed, determined and
visionary leadership the once profit-earning
Railway has become a serious burden on the
| exchequer.

With the growth of population, towns and
cities and ever increasing need to move
greater and greater amount of goods and
people, BR should have registered:  a
phenomenal rise. Yet, with every passing day,
it has been losing out to the road transport,
leading to greater loss and more burden on
public exchequer.

Financial loss by BR, huwe:ver reprehensible,
is at least bearahle Loss  of life through fre-
quent accident is not. So BR must take all
necessary steps to rejuvenate  itself, the
| starting of what will have to be by ensuring
safety to its users.

ROK Investors

-power 28-member South Korean

A high

make an on-the-spot survey to set up a 180
acre exclusive Korean EPZ. They are also likely
to explore other areas of investment. But every-
thing will hinge on how much progress is
made on the Korean EPZ question. The ee-
ment, in principle, about such an EPZ was
made during Prime Minister Khaleda Zia's visit
| to Republic of Korea last May. It is on the basis
of that understan that s Korean team is
and B dh tha 1I:l:1h:ir clc“pﬁc ﬂfl?i i
exprm our ho t every-
thing to their peWe want to insist that all
possible steps be taken to finalise this deal as
quickly as possible. If we think that establish-
ing an exclusive Korean EPZ is to our national
interest — as it would seem by the PM's com-
mitment — then we should dﬂ it as expedi-
tiously and as smoothly as possible. Let not our
usual bureaucratic procedures mess up this op-
portunity.
We urgu: all government departments and
te bodies connected with the visit of this

team, to give it the top most priority so
-thatamuutbcn deal — to both sides — is
| struck without further waste of time.

We would also to s

friends that they should fiot be unduly im-

or worried by the political stalemate,

er unfortunate, and undesirable. EPZs

are hardly, if ever, affected by the political
turmoil outside.

est to our visiting

investors' team arrived in Dhaka yesterday to

D S S

America Today: The 'Killer' and the Healer

WO of the most talk-
I ed-about persons of
the recent few weeks
in America are, incidentally,
both black., or African-
American as they are
referred to here. One of them
is OJ Simpson — a sometime
famous American footballer
who was accused of killing
his ex-wife and her boyfriend.
He was released after a jury
found him not guilty. The
other person triggering
newspaper and TV news
headlines is Louis Farah Khan
— the leader of the Nation of
Islamn — who tends to claim
himself as the healer of racial
wounds  inflicted by the
century-old racial discrimina-
tion in this country.

Crime and Reward!

That OJ Simpson is the
murderer of his ex-wife and
her boyfriend continues to be
deeply rooted in the Ameri-
cans' mind. The notion
reigned supreme following
the facts and the 'fractures’
that Simpson unveiled to his
ex-wife both before and after
the separation. The empirical
evidences produced before
the court, invariably led about
four-fifths of the Americans
to believe that OJ Simpson
was the killer and, therefore,
the culprit warrants capital
punishment. But the jury — a
majority of whom are re-
ported to be blacks — de-

HE yardstick agalnut

which success

pﬂlmcal dcmnnatr‘
tion in Bangladesh is
measured lies in the number
of dead bodies that can be
triumphantly paraded in
front of media cameras for
nationwide sympathy — not
so much for the departed
soul(s) as for the political
cause which called far such
"martyrdom”.

Like vultures scanning and
scouting the slaughter-houses
and graveyards, the political

| parties in Bangladesh are in

hot pursuit of casualties re-
sulting from deliberate, cal-
culated and prevocative con-
frontation with their antago-
nists. The dead or nearly-
dead are swooped away from
their family and friends and
made into instant heroes —
alas, posthumously! The
dailies of the nation carry
pictures of the coffin (s) sur-
rounded by political leaders
and their followers, each vy-
ing to catch the lens of the
camera from an advantageous
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clared that OJ Simpson
should be cleared of his alle-
gations of murdering two
persons and be allowed to
roam like any other citizen of
the US. To majority the
Americans, such a verdict
appeared as a bolt from the
blue and the whole fudicial
system in American emerged
to face a big question mark.
However, OJ Simpson con-
tinues to be treated as a
killer till now in the court of
the public although not in the
court of the justice.

It is, however, interesting
to note that while the whites
in America fumed over the
judgement of the jury, the
African-Americans rejoiced. A
black-dominated jury. its
verdict of acquittal to a black
Simpson and the celebration
that followed — all seemed to
have made the verdict one-
eyed and also a mockery of
the whole judicial system in
America. The blacks would
like to defend their rejoice
by arguing that in the past as
well as in he present, many
"innocent” African-Americans
continued to face an unjust
trial that, by hook or by
crook, tends to place the
blacks behind bars. And,
therefore, it won't be unethi-
cal and irrational to conclude

that Simpsen is convicted
not because that he is a killer
but more because he is a
black. Whatever might be the
arguments for and against,
the fact remains that majority
of Americans now tend to

value the existing legal sys-
tern as apathetic to ensuring
social justice and harmony.
An urgent breakthrough is,
therefore. now being fre-
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ans and the Vietnamese fell
under Louis's fiercely fire to
dub them as "blood suckers”
who. as Louis alleged, “profit
from the black loan but de
not give them back”.
Nonetheless, Louis Farrakhan
managed to arrange about six
hundred thousand people to
the Mall in Washington
where, a generation ago.
Martin Luther King Jr is re-
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by Abdul Bayes

quently w:lced from h-l:-th
sides of the fence.

Blacks' Bloc
On the heels of Simpson's

episode. events crystallised

and a sense of racial polarisa-
tion got under way to
sharpen. Amid swirling criti-
cisms, a black leader Louis
Farrakhan organised the
"Million Man March” to
Washington to press home
his "agenda” of racial reforms.
This time. not the Jews
but also the Arabs, the Kore-

perted to have evoked a
dream that "one day, Ameri-
cans would not be judged by
the colour of their skins but
by the content of their, char-
acter.”

The pre-March interviews
of Mr Farrakhan, of course,
allegedly lay far from the
dream of the King, and albeit
sparked heavy criticisms so
much so that he was charged
with tearing apart the Ameri-
can nation into racial pieces.
Thank God, at"the end of the
March, it turned out that

iunofmdmmmiuﬂymtbmmﬂ

Louis Farrakhan refrained
from mraking any unwanted
remarks but instead urged
his biack brothers to shun
viclence, go back _ome to
preach the values of family
unity, clean respective
houses and promise to em-
brace each other with love
and affection.

At the same time that Far-
rakhan was in the Mall ad-
dressing his fellow “black
comrades”, President Bill
Clinton  addressed a gather-
ing at Texas University where
he also made a reference to
what was in and
around the Capitol Hill. Chin-
ton urged the blacks to
"understand and acknowl-
edge the roots of white fear
in America — a legitimate

. fear of the violence that is too

prevalent in our urban areas
.." but at the same breath,
Clinton plso confirmed that
"many blacks still face eco-
nomic inequities and injus-
tice including police brutal-
ity...African- Americans in-
deed have lived too long with
a justice system that contin-
ues to be less than just.” Mr
Clinton concluded his speech

of racism that seems to per-
vasively pervade American

Save Us from "Coffin" Politics

by Hasina Zaman
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the proverbial Bangladeshi tears and

Death has become a concern of only those who can

reap political benefits out of the sacrifice of some ohscure lives.

angle. Triumph seeps
through the camouflage of
grief in the faces of these
"sympathizers”.

"Coffin"-politics (Kabir U
Ahmed, "Only Political Pru-
dence can Deliver”, Daily Star
17 October, 1995) in our
country dates back, I pre-
sume, from the early fifties,
when the glorious Language
Movement of 1952 resulted
in police firing and three
deaths. The mantle of mar-
tyrdom was draped across
the coffins of the departed
souls and monuments
erected in recognition of
their sacrifice. The govern-
ment toppled in the after-
math, creating in the process
a misconception that corpses
were needed every time a
change of government is to
be brought about.

The Ayub era, Mujib era,

Ziaur Rahman era, Ershad era
down to Khaleda Zia era,
each contributed its share of
dead bodies. The frequency
of political agitation and the
number of corpses have
taken a steep climb upwards
since 1971. Armed conflicts’
between rival groups within
the same political party be-
came as much a part of the
political scene as conflicts
between the government and
the opposition, resulting in
an increase in the loss of life.

As dead bodies kept pil-
ing, public sensitivity kept
sliding till apathy and cyni-
cism have now come to re-
place the proverbial Bangla-
deshi tears and soft-
heartedness. Death has be-
come a concern of only those
who can reap political bene-
fits out of the sacrifice of

" needed

some obscure lives.

The

question that one may legiti- -

mately ask is whether any
political party responsible for
the agitations and demon-
strations can claim-to have
lost a son. a brother or a hus-
band, an uncle or a distant
cousin of their respective
leadership in the course of
these public street-demon-
strations. The answer, I'm
afraid, will be in the negative,

Those, who are made the
sacrificial cows belong to the
unknown families that form
the bulk of our countrys
population. The lives of these
people seem “"affordable”
“dispen
a means
ves upon the crest
of which political rides to
power become possible.

To illustrate the -above

" warthy only as.
creating the much

mentioned peoint, let us con-
sider the tragic death of one
Mr Shah Newaz of Brahman-

tween activists of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal and Chhatra
League at Brahmanbaria. He
was operated upon in Brah-
manbaria 8adar and
on the advice of doctors
there, he was being brnght
to Dhaka to

treatment. He died on the
way at Narsinghdi (The Daily
Star, 17 October, 1985).

Now, instead of carrying the

dead-body back to Brahman-
barid " to Hhis [dmily and

friends, as would have besn

the natural course of action,
it was brought to Dhaka like a
trophy. The necessary pro-

. cessions, photographs and

speeches had to be com-
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are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts. |
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.

Sir, It was surely a good
news captioned 'S 121.7m
Dhaka urban transport pro-
ject proposed' published in
your esteemed daily on

| September 24, 1995. At last

the World Bank and the
Bangladesh Government have

- come forward to salvage the

capital city from horrendous
traffic congestions. The pro-

posed prescription is praise-

worthy.

- 1 would like to point out
here that the prescription
lacks the most important
remedial measures. To my
mind this important reme-
dial measure is the discipline
on the roads. For example, I
had to remain stuck-up in my
car one morning for half an
hour on the Asad Avenue in
front of the Green Herald
International School. The
traffic jam was limited to
within 100 yards of the road.
The only thing responsible
for. this horrendous traffic
congestion was the lack of a
traffic-sense among the
drivers of the motorised and
non-motorised vehicles, This
was like a 'drive-as-you-like'.
Nobody seemed to be aware
that there is a 'right of the
way', for the drivers on the
road. Every body can't enjoy
the ‘right of the way' from all
directions. Every body gets
the 'right of way' in turn and
s0 the traffic moves freely in
one or the other direction.

It,is difficult to under-
stand why the students at-
tending this particular school
should be dropped right in
front of the gate. If the par-
ents/drivers make them walk
one or two hundred yards to
reach the school from the
car, this traffic congestion
could surely be avoided. I
draw the attention of the
principal of the school in this
regard. .

Similarly 1 had to remain
stuck-up in my car from 8.15

|am to 9.15 am on 24.9.95 at

the road junction of Sat-
mashjid road and Zigatola
road. Again, there was no
lack of road capacity and it

}.was due to sheer indiscipline
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that this intolerable situation
on the street is happening all
the time. There was a traffic

light but nobody gave any at- °
tention to its presence.

Unless we can inculcate
traffic rules and good traffic
sense amongst the drivers
even the 121-billion-dollar
project would be of no help
to ease this type of traffic
congestion.

Prof Abdullah A Haroon
President, Bangladesh So-
ciety for Conservation of En
vironment

A practical
suggestion

Sir, Begum Khaleda Zia
said that she would resign 30
days before the next general
election. She has announced
it and has reiterated it. There
‘is no provision, in the Consti-
tution, of the proposed care-
taker ‘government ' with the
Chief Justice as its head. The
Constitution cannot be
amended now and without
the necessary amendment it
becomes illegal to have such
a caretaker
which can be lawfully chal-
lenged in the court of law,
There is no guarantee that
the next election will result
in absolute majority of the
party proposing the care-
taker government with the
Chief Justice as the head of
the state, _

In this situation, without
the Prime Minister and the
Cabinet Ministers, how the
executive functions of the
State continue and the elec-
tions are held. The practical
suggestions are : (1) Only
routine functions continue. It
is a fact that each and every
executive decision and order
is not made by the minister
but the Secretaries take de-
cisions and pass order in rou-
tine cases. So there should
not be any difficulty in re-
spect of day-to-day routine
executive functioning of the
government. Thirty days of
such routine functioning of
the government will not
make heaven fall, (2) Cases
and matters which are

government

are essential should pend till
after the election and posi-
tioning on the new ministers.
(3] In cases which are so
emergent that these cannot
or should not pend till the
new minister is podsitioned,
the Secretary should submit
the matter, through the Cab-
inet Secretary, to the Presi-
dent for orders. Such cases,
naturally, would not be very
many during the short period

of 30 days, if at all. (4) The

Election Commission should
declare the Regulations, Code
of Conduct, and other Direc-
tives of general nature and
these should be contained in
one place in the form of a
booklet which should be cir-
culated throughout the coun-
try in large numbers so that
each literate person can un-

" derstand the rules and regu-

lations which concerns him
or her, for participating in
the fair election without fear,
favour and prejudice. (5) To
ensure voting without fear,
favour or prejudice and as
per declared regulations of
the election, Police, BDR and
the Defence Services contin-
gents should be seconded to
the Election Commission by
orders of the President. Once
seconded for the purpose of
holding fair election, these
contingents should be under
the absolute authority of the
Election Commission irfe-
spective of their position in
their parent organisations.

1 reckon the above sug-
gestions, if implemented,
will not have any clash with

 the constitutional provisions.

A citizen

" Dhaka

Cancer, AIDS, Ebola

and....?

Sir, No dependable medi-
cation has yet been found out
against cancer, AIDS, Ebola
etc., and God knows what
next? Millions of pound ster-
lings and US dollars are be-
ing spent for continuous re-
search to explore effective
medication.

But the most easy way to .

get away from these diseases
is to lead a strict disciplined
life. You cannot probably
meet any other woman ex-
cept your wife. You possibly
cannot indulge in a flambuoy-
ant life, a gay life, a living to-
gether without wedlock. Laws

ministers and their decisions ™

to marry another man in the
West. Sodomy is so much
spread in America that they
are having HIV/AIDS patients
in thousands every day.
Cancer can be minimised
if smoking is made strictly
forbidden. But when some
sensible people have stopped
smoking or reduced it to a

great extent, the ordinary-

people are heavy smokers of
cheap white bidis.

Now a dreaded disease
has come in the name of
Ebola. The symptom of which
is very high fever coupled
with sirong diarrhoea. By
overnight the patient dies.
The entire population of a vil-
lage may be wiped out in a
‘couple of days.

Thanks to Allah. We are
Muslims in majority in our
country. So we may not have
to worry much about AIDS.
But must we take eare and
train up our people.

Fit Lt (Rtd) Mohiuddin
Dhaka-1206

Sir, Now we are paying
such huge amount of tax ev-
ery yvear — road tax, munici-
pality tax — but what are we
gaining? We are.rather losing
day by day the little security
we hads People are being
called for joining AL,
supporting hartal, and some
are for supporting the PM.

. Can any leader provide us

this much sense of security
when a mother leaves her
son or daughter ‘for study,
whether he or she is going to
return home safely? If not,
then what is this democracy
for? What this independence
means? Why was the long
fight and sacrifices for our
national language?

Despite being a lawyer, is
the father of the lost son go-
ing to file a case against the
Municipality or against the
Govt? "No" — if he is wise,
Because the democracy,
which we have fought for, is a
different kind of democracy,
absolutely incomparable to
any other.

Nobody seems to be con-
cerned about the daily acgi-
dents and deaths around us.
S0 please wake up, dear
country mnen, wake up before
you lose your most beloved
ones, because accidents
won't see whether you are
the son of a police officer, or

: = — — =
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needed to be seen by the have been passed for a man you ax-'c the brother of a doc-

tor, or you are the daughter-
in-law of a powerful person.

50 wake up before it is .too

late!

Sharmeen
An ex-student of Chittagong
Commerce College

&
The dracula nation

Sir, We have been in the
past a bottomless basket na-
tion and now with the dawn
to dusk hartal calls, we can
be called a dracula nation. We
will creep out of our beds at
dusk, have our evening
breakfast and rush to our
working places, at midnight
we will have our midnight
lunch and rush back home an
hour before dawn to have our
morning dinner and creep
back into our beds again as
the sun comes out. The bats,
owls and moles will call a
meeting to applaud that the
Bangladesh nationals are
their followers.

In reality this will happen,
as we have seen most of the
offices remained open all of
Thursdays and Fridays for the
month of October, to make
up for the hartals that month.
Therefore there will be no
alternative, from the Llth
November other than to turn

into a dracula nation, We
would request the govern-

ment to give enough police

protection, ensure no elec-
tric failure etc. to enable us

+ to work and shop at these

dark hours. | wonder who
the hartal harassed people of
Uﬂlmﬂuﬂﬂ]mﬁxhﬂu
next election,

The opposition’s right to
hartal is respected but their
dmmmmltnmﬂhem

much appm:intnﬂ

Pomy

Chief Justice

Sir, Awami chief
Sheikh Hasina h:ﬁmu

for elections under a neutral
caretaker government
headed by the Chief Justice.
It is well-known that Sheikh
Hasina termed the 1991
election under the govern-
ment of Acting President
Shahabuddin Ahmed as subtly
rigged. but her plea failed to
earn any support from people
as the election was actually
free and fair.

The judiciary in
Bangladesh earned high es-

_incident in Dinajpur

——————

teem after thefree and fair .'

election in 1991 under the
caretaker govermment:
headed bythcﬂmﬂlﬂdJul--..

- tice Shahabuddin Ahmed. .

remember an occasion when,
a diplomat spoke highly of
the respect earned abreoad by
the judiciary of our country. -
It is, therefore, a request '
to our political leaders not to
involve repeatedly the top-
most personality: of the

country’s judiciary in this po-

litical affairs as we tend to .,
put them in a great deal of

embarrassment just for the .
sake of our own benefits.

Phultala Tea Estate, Sylhet

Shame, what else?.

Sir, The khaki people
have once again done it! This -
time, a minor girl of 14 years"
of age. When the raging fire
over the recent disgraceful
has.
been barely cooled off, the
armed bullies went on with
their contemptible a

This really tells how the

overall law and order situa-
tion is fast
‘The brave lﬁl-m hczur.~ )

the credit for i the
local , who too deserve
a pat Mmmh;tutht

' rescue of the already-criti-

cally injured Marjina and for
timely nabbing the rapists.
We wished the local people of
Chu would have been

more deadly and severe in

dealing with the _ .I:E

thl

entire
agency l-hnul-d feel M
not protecting the lives of '
the citizens, especially, dig-,
nity and respects for our]
women-folk. Meanwhile, par
ents should not allow thl!-lr-
young girls to go about alene.
"Bewiire of Policemen”.

A Scared Citizen
Maghbazar. Dhaka



