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Get into the Groove! “If You Had Only Listened”

by Sayeed Chowdhury

Competition

Dialogue Writing

ILES: Chill out, Mur-
M ph. Here, no one ca-

res when you arrive.
That means that you could
arrive a day, a month or even
a year late, provided that you
know what ghushes are.

Murphy: Ghushes? Oh,
what the hell. We're already
running late. Lets get rolling.

Miles: But Murph [ . . . .

Murphy: Will you shut up.
you. you pot bellied. 5 feet 4
inch toad brain. How many
times have you proven right
against my better judgement?
Huh? How many?

Miles: You want the truth
"?

Murphy: It doesn't matter.
Were already in a groove
Lets get moving. Saying this,
Murphy ran to the hotel's
parking lot

Miles: Murphy. wait for
me

Finally, he caught up.

Miles. Why were you
without bothering to let him
EO on

Murphy said. "Miles how
do you get a taxi over here?

Miles: Huh They don't
have taxi's here. The only way
to travel is on a three
wheeled mercedes!

Murphy: There goes one
Lets get on it

Miles Gulistan How
much?

Rickshawala |00 taka

Miles: 5 taka

Rickshawala Done

shrewd bargainer Even for-
eigners aren't what they used
to be

Barely had Miles and
Murphy set foot on the rick
shaw when out of the hori
gon, came out a scooter with
three pimpile faced pot bel
lied. chain dangling hijack
ers

Ist hijacker
Give us all you got

Murphy Help Help

Then seeing this not
working. she went on. "Hey |
warn you, | am a kung-fu
black beh Maiiiili - ya

No sooner had she fin
ished that Miles said. "Do you
know who youre talking to

Hey Lady

That lady happens to be the
niece of Hasina, the daugh-
ter-in-law of Zia. the mother
of Ershad and the aunt of Go-
lam Azam.

No sooner had the words
escaped from his mouth than
they the hijackers fled for
cover, as if they were the
ones being hunted.

Murphy: Miles, this vehi-
cle happens to be a serious
danger to public life. Besides,
creating traffic congestion it

And then she carried on
her lecture as a Harvard pro-
fessor for another twenty
minutes. Finally, she said.
“Therefore, to set an exam-
ple. I'm going the rest of the
way on foot."

Miles: But Murph I . . .

Murphy: Will you shut up,
you nincompoce if it weren't
for you, we did be there in
AHHH.

Miles: Murph, where are
you?

Murphy: Down here you
kdiot

Miles looked down
through the abyss of excrete
and stench. Apparently the
man hole cover had been
stolen. When he observed
carefully the only thing that
was visible was a woman,
swimming in what seemed
like a Nile of cream and soda

Miles: Don't warry Murph.
Aasta la vista. (I'll be back)

Murphy: Miles don't you

leave me here. do yo ear
me, Miles
But by that time, Miles

had already gone for help
and her cries faded out in the
distance

Two days later, Miles and
Murphy were sitting on the
conference room. adjoining
Gandu Babas office, waiting
for him to appear

They had waited long
enough and Murphy was al
ready drowsy with fluttering
eyes and flapping tongue. and
Miles was playing with his
pen. Tossing it high up and
catching it again

Suddenly the pen fell and
rolied near the door Miles

bent down to pick it up,
when he heard noises from
the other side of the door.

Apparently Gandu Babu
was on the phone.

GB: Who is this? Escobar.
Yes, Yes, Miles and Murphy
are in the other room. Yes,
Yes. they have got 30 million
with them right now. Yes.
Yes. I'm going to snatch it
and — capoot. The next they
will know is that we will be
on a plane to Siberia, and
that will be the last of us, Yes.
Yes.

Miles had heard enough,
he ran to Murphy.

Miles: Murph, these guys
are robbers. They are the
new version of Robin Hood.
They are gonna rob us.

Miles was still blabbering.
when Gandu Babu appeared
from behind the doors.

G.B: | believe you know my
little secret, well, that
doesn't matter now. You've
got the money. I'll take care
of it

He snatched the money
from Miles' hands and ran,
Miles and Murphy ran after
him

Murphy: Stop. Thief. Stop.

Not a single person re-
sponded.

Miles then shouted: That
guy has just won the lottery
first prize of 40 lakh taka.

Instantly, he was sur-

rounded by people

Two hours later, when he
got out of the human barri-
cade of questions and pick-
pockets, there were two po-
licemen with handcuffs wait-
ing for him.

Murphy: Well Miles ['ve
got to hand it to you. You re-
ally saved the day Anyway.
Miles, our plane leaves in
another twenty minutes
Where are our passports.

Miles: (placing his hands
in his pockets)

Oops: My wallet has been
stolen

Murphy Miles how could
you. You imbecile, you moron
you

and she continued on

DMIT it Murphy. I
look good." He did a

pose. Murphy gave
an un-lady like snort.

"You look llke a chim-
panzee. I'd rather be dead
than be seen with you.”

"I'm wearing this no mat-
ter what you say or do." His
chin shot up.

"Why you stubborn little
mule..." Her hands stopped
midway to his throat as the
head waiter gave her an
alarmed look. Her face drawn
into a tight smile, Murphy
said. "Fine. If you want to
make a fool of yourself I have
no objections.”

Outside, much to the bell-
boy's surprise, miles hailed a
rickshaw and jumped on it
not before he fixed
his....er.. longi.

"Miles! You first have to
tell the man where you want
to go and then hop on it."

"Murph! 1 know what I'm
doing. Co .

“"As Mufphy got up her
tight skirt tore at the seams.
"Great! Now I'll have to go get
changed.” She rolled her eyes
dramatically.

‘Murphy. there's no time.
And anyway you look fantas-
tic. Gandubaba won't be able
to take his eyes off you."

"With you dressed like
that 1 can bet.”

"No need to be sarcastic.
Just wait till I'm through
with him. ['ve got a plan that
will blow his socks off."

"Now |1 know I'll live to re-
gret it.”

"Have | ever failed you?"

"Several times,” was Mur-
phy's reply.

"l meant today."
On their way:
"Choli ke peche

"

keya
Cholekeneche? Choli me
dil he mera..."

"What the hell are you do-
ing?" Murphy rasped out her
patience with Miles wearing
off.

“Huh...? Oh! Murphy, isn't
it great?” Miles started excit-
edly his face lit up like that of
a four year old. "l learned it
from one of those street
urchins better known here as
tokais. The song's weird

"Miles. The song sounds
awful and your crocaking
voice does if no more jus-
tice.

Luck wasn't on their side.
They got stuck in a traffic
jam. Murphy looked around
her curiously, eyes wonder-
ing from person to person.

"Apa.. n.p' phool neeben?
Ek taka, apa. Nenna?"' A dark-

skinned girl about seven or
eight held up garlands in
front of her nose.

"Ah...well.... okay " She
bought one. A smile spread
across the child's face as the
boney fingers clasped around
the crisp one taka note
Murphy handed out. These
poor tokais. Her heart went
out to them

In no time Murphy and
Miles were attacked by the
badamwalaa and chawalaa
The chawalaa has kept on
insisting that she needed a
hot drink on an even hotter
day whereas the badamwalaa
made it clear that she and
Miles were a couple and that
there was nothing more ro-

by Nishat Hussain

mantic than sharing a packet
of badam with your love. The
nerve of some peoplel

Only when they arrived
and were seated in Gan-
dubaba's office did Murphy
heave a sigh of relief. The
weather-beaten face gave her
a charming smile as his eyes
took in her appearance. One
look at Miles and the old man
doubled over with laughter,
gaffawing loudly till he had
his hands clutched at his
stomach. Miles shot a look of
pure indignation at Murphy
who shrugged. "I told you sol”

Miles had gone to the
13th floor to talk to someone
he knew. He called Murphy
in Gandubaba's office.

egoistic pig!l

A crash and then the
slamming down of a receiver
rang out which left Mile's
eardrums vibrating.

On their way back Miles
insisted on walking. They
discussed the current prob-
lems in Dhaka.

"Did you see those open
man-holes?" Murphy asked.

"Not yet." Was his answer.

"Well you'd better watch
out for....."

To her surprise Miles shot
ahead and hid behind a bush.

"What's wrong?" she asked
exasperated.

'l was only responding to
nature's call.”

As they crossed the road,
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You have ten quizes to crack with five days -
Send your answers by Wednesday, 1st November and win

away the Quiz Club Prize.

L What is the capital of Finland?

2 The largest country in North America is...........7

3 In which century, the Tartars invaded Russia?

ES Who was the First President of America?

5. Approximately, how many years did it take to build
the Great Pyramids?

6 '‘Last Supper’ was painted by..........

7 Who were blamed for the last week's bomb attack on
two oil depots in Sri Lanka? :

8 Who is the captain of the Pakistan National Team?

a Some 140 heads of state gathered at the UN om

22nd October to mark the ....... anniversary of UN?

e

When was the exhibition of jewellery products,
'Jewellery Arabia' (where Bangladeshi

for

the first time participated) held in Bahrain?
Answers (20th October 1996)

1. 1961
2. 8t

3. Brasilia
4. 1988
5. 1912
5. 1616

7. Hydrogen and Carbon

8. Feg O3
8. Jane Austin .

10. Iran

"Murphy!"

"What's up Miles?"

There was a buzzing noise
and then a cross-connection

‘Murphy?!"

"‘Don't you Murphy me! You
foul-smelling skunk!” cried
out a shrill voice.

"Murphy, what s happened
to your voice?” Miles asked
alarmed.

"‘Miles you empty-skulled
donkey! That wasn't me.
Would [ ever talk to you like
that?”

"Well._... " Miles began but
was cut short.”

"Rukd, I didn't...."

"Goodbye you insufferable

Murphy cautioned Miles
about the open man-holes.

But Miles paid no heed. As
an oncoming rickshaw
charged him, Miles jumped
back and found himself in
total darkness. To his dismay
he had fallen into a black pit.

Stooping down, Murphy
peered through the open
man-hole.

"Miles are you there?”

Please come and
collect your prizes from
The Daily Star office on
November 15, 1995 at
4:00 pm. Thank you for

— RS Editor

Sinhaleese the
Champs

by Ishrak Ahmed Siddiky

UST few days back in
J Sharjah, a tournament
took place. It was Si-
nger Champions trophy
cricket. Pakistan, Srilanka
and West Indies took part in
this competition. India who
were also supposed to play
didn't play due to their early
fixture against Newzealand.
Srilanka who were the

| least favourites to win this

———— e —

Scientific Facts

Ice in VenuS

N the mountains of the planet Venus ice crusts were

discovered in 1982. The radar rays sent from earth
was 80 bought that scientists thought that it was because
the mountains in Venus were probably covered with ice.
But how can ice be formed in a planet whose temperature
is 870°F? It couldn't have formed from water, so how did
it happen? Since 1982 astronomers have been looking for
the answer. Then from pictures obtained by satellite the
astronomers came to the conclusion that the layer had

been formed by ‘iron pyrite
University, professor Brooch Foyglie heated

But in the Washington
samples of

iron pyrite op to 860°F and found that it formed into 'irons

oxide’

This means that at this temperature iron pyrite

cannot stay unaltered. So what is the thing? Foyglie has

given his theory

On seeing the pictures obtained by

‘Magnolia' he has concluded that it is 'Metallic frost. From
the Volcanic eruptions gases. in which lead. iron, glass and
other fragments leave to the atmosphere of Venus. These
particles are condensed on the surface of the mountain
due to the thrust of the wind For billions of years these
particles have been gathering and forming ‘ice

by Allya
Courtesy — Anandamals

HAKA. a city of cultu
re tradition and hus
torical events which

upholds the majestic tales
tedld by rulers and their
regimes over the ages |Is
really a self-explanatory

guide to the past

We normally visit Nawab
Bari, Chhoto Katra. Boro Ka
tra. Lalbagh Fort in old Dhaka
and return home with a bag
full of fantasies and memories
which were planted by
Nawabs and Moghul Emper
ors centuries ago But still a
lot of mysteries are left un
solved for us at the heart of
old Dhaka The Wan Christian
Cemetery is one of them

it was built at the onset of
the [Bth century not long
after the beginning of the
British Regime in this Sub
Continent. Although the exact
date of establishment is long
forgotten but the existing
graves date back to the |8th
Century. which proves the
cemetery is quite ancient

The cemetery stands on
two acre of fertile land and is
surrounded by pines and
eilms round the corners
When the dark thick stee!
gEate is pushed open. the first

Silhouette of Time

thing that comes imnto realisa
tion is that the souls are tak
ing a cat nap waiting for the
Day of Resurrection to appear
when they will arise from
their eternal sleep

There are graves of various
size and shapes some are
hexagonal square dome
shaped decorated with wvari-
ous types of floral motifs on
the surface. resembling the
Victorian architecture Some
graves stands several feet
above the ground decorated
mercilessly In the English
Indian antiquity

Under the branch of a
Cherry blossom tree lies a
pair of grave which will obw
ously draw one's attention
These graves stands five feet
above ground some eight
feet in length and separated
by a small staircase which
makes way 1o walk straight
on to a platform and to read
the epitaphs

The epitaph to the left
reads 'Elizabeth Craufurd
W/0 Robert Craufurd who
departed this life on June

by Khaled Bin Husain

22nd 1776 She was 23
years ~ |s love really a very
strong bond? The answer lies
next to her grave where
sieeps Robert Craufurd who
was a Factor in the East-India

Company died on August
27th 1776 only two months
after her depariure He was
34 years. [t can be concluded
that death could not separate
them

Sacred to the memory of
Willlam Tvtin Surgeon in the
Bengal Establishment stands
a four feet high simpile rect
angular monument who ex
pired on 5th December
1813 He was 54

There are many epitaphs
that can draw one s attention
‘Not lost but gone before ™ [t
is very painful on a fathers
part 1o quote these words on
his son s tombstone Henry
Clark M A was a Factor of the
Bengal Civil Service The
most painful part about his
death is he was born in In

i

verness 24th March 1840
and died in a foreign land
20th June 1870

His father Rev Alexander
Clark M A was the Minister of
Inverness The tomb stands
three feet above ground and
resembles pyramid of Egypt
"Who picked the flower? 7|
said the Master' |s another
painful epitaph quoted on the
gravestone of a small child
who lived for only few years
and then went to eternal

sieep

F W Needham was an offi
cer of Bhowal Court of wards
died on 19th July 1928 on
his grave lies a cross-shaped
epitaph erected by his
widow daughter and two
sons The cross glitters when
the sun is at the meridian

The body of the Minister
of Calcutta loseph Paged
stands beside a great monu
ment some three storied
high He died in March 26
| 724 at the age of 26 The

d

monument stands on four
main beams

The architraves of the
doors and windows are Ara
bic in nature, otherwise it is
an English one It is quite
airy and spacious, inspite ol
being dusted for years Inside
the monument there are two
graves lying side by side [t is
difficult to identify those
sleeping beneath. cause the
words on the epitaphs have
faded with time

It is a pity that many grave
stones bearing the identities
of the persons concerned
have been stolen over the
ages and so these peopie
shall remain as dead letters
in the archive of history

Wild flowers grow here
and there to become the visi
tors delight. The souls are
unaware of the green texture
of nature amongst which they
are having their eternal rest
The Ileafless shrubberies

which will rejuvenate the
spring ahead are waiting for
the foliowing winter to pass
The big empty pond am

bushed with king size foliage
is really an adorable place to
sit and view the horizon

The statue of Mother Mary
curved from white stone
stands In memory of the lov
ing wife of a Factor of the
Fast India Company Two an

gels with wings guards the '

cemetiery and stands on a
high pillar, resembling that
of White House

Graveyard is meant to be
the final resting place, which
opens the door to eternal life
This is where, we pay our
last tribute to our ancestors
and fore fathers It is meant
to be very sacred But inspite
of paylng homage. it is con
verted into a dating-spot and
the hooligans congregate to
enjoy narcotics

The way epitaphs are be-
ing stolen. It would be quite
difficult to identify the graves
in near future. | request the
concerned authority to lake
proper care and legislations
must be passed to avoid
unsocial activities in the
cemetery, otherwise that day
is not far when mankind
would become the gravestone
of his own civilization

years cup, became champions
among the three teams. They
played very good cricket and
deserved to win. And they
are improving themselves
very fast. Pakistan who were
the favourites to win this
years cup, didn't play accord-
ing to the expectations.

Pakistan had injury prob-
lem which keept them apart.
They also had a lack of team
spirt and had quarreled
among themselves, for ex-
ample between Ramez Raja
and Amir Sohail. Pakistan
played the first two matches
well but couldn't keep up
their good for tune. Then
comes the mighty West
Indies (three consecutive
world cup champions) who
except their first two
matches played very well.

In average they were the
best among all. They didn't
bring many of their star play-
ers like Cartley Ambrose and
Carl Hooper. They brought an
experimental team, which
showed fairly a very good
brand of cricket. They also
showed very good sports-
manship. And if they could
have given a little effort then
they would have won the cup.
The most exciting match at
this year's meet. was between

' Sri Lanka and West Indies.

Both the teams scored runs

over 300.

Richard son's men batting
first made 333, with the loss
of nine wickets. And there
was the ever dependable
Lara, who made a superb cen-
tury scoring 169 runs.
Ranatunga's men batting sec-
ond made 329 with Tilka-
ratne making a fine 100. In
this match the West Indians
beat the Sinhaleese by four
runs.

Now let us see which team
was stronger team wise. And
the first one will be Sri
Lanka, who played very well,
had an excellent team spirit
which helped them to win
the Cup. They were stronger

morally also because of their
recent win against Pakistan
in the Test and one day
series. This enambled them
to win this prestigious Cup.

Second comes Pakistan of
losing to Sri Lanka did not
gave up their hope of winning
the cup until they lost to Sri
Lanka again by 8 wickets.
They came to Sharjah to do
better than before, but prob-
lems hampered their wish of
winning the cup. Many of
their dependent players were
not playing. Third comes
West Indies who inspite of
bringing an experimental
team did very well. Their
young players like Chander-
pall and many other played
very good. And in the final
lost to Sri Lanka because they
couldn't keep their heads
cool. Just after three months,
the sporting gala of cricket,
the world cup, is going to
start. Let us hope that all
these teams and other teams
will play well, for everybody's

expectations are high.
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[ love a place
like that

| love a place like that

Which is full of trees and
hills and rivers

The place ia very beautiful
and

| want to go there and
think about myseif

(r0 there and think of the
world

| wiah 1o see it all
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Sri Lankan skipper Arjuna Ranatungs receives

— AFP photo

A moment

A moment | look out,
Its a bright day for me
A moment | look out,
Which is fully clear for me
A moment | look out
Which is fully nice for me
A moment | look out
« Which is fully gay for me
A moment | look out
Which is full of peace for
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