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Dhaka Day by Day
City's Yawning Traps

1995

by Farhana Yusuf

Open man-holes, overflowing drains and
dirty ditches are a common sight in Dhaka
city. Most of the streets have man-holes
with their lids missing, ditches dug almost
everywhere and the pathetic condition of
the drains overflowing with sewer contents.
There was a time when walking in Dhaka
city would have been considered a pleasant
excursion but the situation has greatly
changed now. Because, walking will now
end up in stumbling, tripping, slipping and
ultimately falling or perhaps vanishing. That
is likely to happen if you happen to overlook
an open man-hole in front of you and walk
right into it. The manhole gulps you down
and gives you a taste of its spewing con-
tents.

Well, since walking has become such a
tiresome exercise, perhaps using vehicles
to accomplish the journey smoothly will
diminish the trauma at least. But alas. it
couldn’'t be much worse. For the experience
gives you a fair degree of jolting and jog-
gling, thus leaving you utterly exhausted and
irritated. Hence, not only do people stum-
ble, but vehicles are also constantly going
through the same exhausting and irritating
process in which case again we are the ones
who are the victims. It may lead to serious
accidents and cause irreparable damage.

The example of an incident can show ex-
actly how destructive and dangerous these
ditches and man-holes can be. A man was
going by a scooter when the front wheel of

the scooter hit a man-hole and partially got
stuck in it. The scooter gave a violent jerk
upwards and the man hit his head hard on
the rod at the roof of the scooter. He sulf-
fered severe pain in the eye area for about a
week and a check-up confirmed that he had
a cataract in the left eye, due to the trauma
(i.e. from the accident). This cataract is cur-
able but suppose something incurable had
happened. His whole life would be ham-
pered because of some people's thought-
lessness, neglect and irresponsibility. The
open man-hole is replaced with a lid only to
find the next morning that the lid is missing
again. This process goes on and yet nothing
is being done to bring an end to this lid
lifting. Another man going by a rickshaw
gets sprayed by the muddy and smelly
sewage water as a car zooms past him
speedily. Because of a certain blockage in a
pipe-line, the drains, and the open man-
holes are overflowing with the dirty and
contaminated water, thus making a walk or
a ride through that street impossible and
unbearable.

While the authority gives the impression
that it has no business here to do, more ac-
cidents and humiliating incidents are tak-
ing place every day with the people gradu-
ally running out of their patience. It seems
that for covering a small distance in Dhaka
city now, one must be ready to pay a high
price.

Ready to gulp in.
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Metropohtan

ﬂwaml League Presldent Sheikh Hasina speakmg as L‘hlEf guest at a semmar at the
Jatiya Press Club, yesterday. AL organised the seminar to mark the 50th anniversary of

the UN.
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Saifur for abolition of
veto power at UNSC

By Staff Correspondent

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman has underlined the
need for making the United
Nations (UN) more effective,
dynamic and representative
in order to face the economic
and social challenges of the
2Z1st century.

He was addressing as the
chief guest at a commemo-
rative function marking the
50th anniversary of the UN at
a city hotel yesterday.

The Finance Minister was
critical of the UN role in
dealing with the global issues
like poverty, hunger, envi-
ronment and development
and spoke of more accoun-
tability and transparency in
the UN system.

Organised by the United
Nations Association of Bang-
ladesh (UNAB). the function
was also addressed by Eimi
Watanabe, Resident Coordi-
nator of the UN System in
Bangladesh, M Aminul Islam,
Additional -Secretary of the
Foreign Ministry, Rasheda K
Choudhury, Director of the
ADAB while National Profe-
ssor M Innas Ali presided.

Saifur Rahman observed
that the nations belonging to
the G-7 were controlling the
Security Council of the UN
and the veto power were
being used indiscriminately.
He suggested abolition of the
veto power and inclusion of

Falr weather hkely

African and Latin American
nations in the Security
Council with a view to make
the UN a more effective one.

Saifur Rahman, a former
President of the UNAB, said
the UN should change its
altitude and avoid unnece-
ssary expenditure and oppo-
sed programmes causing
huge expenses to the poor
member states.

In her speech, Eimi
Watanabe told the function
that the UN peace missions
had worked in 35 countries
and was promoting demo-
cracy, human rights and
peace across the world. She
also lauded Bangladesh's role
in the UN efforts to maintain

peace,

Reform of UN
suggested

Commerce and Informa-
tion Minister M Shamsul Is-
lam yesterday pleaded for
more democratisation of the
United Nations [UN) to en-
able it to fulfil its pledges for
which
established half a century
ago, reports B55.

He was speaking as chief

guest at a prize giving cere-
mony of the Bangla Academy

poetry recitation competition

to commemorate the fiftieth
anniversary of the world

Weather may remain dry with fair sky all over the
country during the next 12 hours till 6 pm today, reports

UNB.

Met Office predicted slight fall in day temperature over

the country during the period.

Today's highest temperature was 33.2 degrees Celsius
at Kutubdia and the lowest 21 degrees at Rajshahi.
The sun sets today at 5:25 pm and rises tomorrow at

6:10 am.

the world body was
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Four snatchers
nabbed: Arms,

booties seized
By Staff Correspondent

Police yesterday arrested
four alleged snatchers from a
house at Sayedabad under
Demra police station and re-
' covered some arms and am-
munition and booties from
their possessions.

Members of Special Bran-
ch and Demra police in a
joint raid at a residence near
Bhanga Building, arrested
Mohammad Ali Kabir, 25,
Hanif alias Rani, 18, Mahiud-
din, 20 and Kamrul, 25.

Police recovered one re-
volver, one LG, one pipe gun,
one razor, three knives, six
rounds of bullets, oane
snatched VCP, one deck-set
and one monitor amplifier
from the spot.

A case was filed with the

Demra police in this connec- °

tion.
Miru wins Fuji
L3 & ]
Film Prize '95
i Phutnjnuma]i
st of The Dai-
ly Janakantha
Mir Moham-
mad Miru
.| has won the
"8 Fuji Film Pri-
: e '93, says a

I press re-
lease.

The nine-member jury
board selected Miru's 'To-
wards Living Together' from
nearly 6000 entries.

Asia-Pacific Cultural
Centre for UNESCO (ACCU)
organised the contest.
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DESA Local
Tender Notice

fafare [gye [er vy o+
THIT (W [A97 TIRNT ZIT 3

DESA invites sealed bids for supply of Guy
Assembly, Anchor Screw, Tap Connector, Five
Spool & Four Spool Wire Rack from bonafide
manufacturers/suppliers. Tender document containing
terms & conditions and specification may be had from

the office of the undersigned (DESA Main Office,
Biddut Bhaban, 1, Abdul Gani Road, Dhaka) up to
02-12-95. Cost of the tender document Taka two
hundred only (Non-refundable), is to be paid in the
shape of PO/DD favouring Director, Finance &
Accounts, DESA. Bids will be received in the office
of the undersigned on 04-12-95 till 12.30 PM and
will be opened on the same day at 1.00 PM in
presence of the tenderers, if any.

T.E. No PS-2/Pro-2/85/5657
Dated: 17-10-95
Director
Procurement & Stores
DESA
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