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Road link between Gaibandha,
8 N-districts restored

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA., Oct 16. Com-
munication with 8 northern
districts was restored on
October 13 after the con-
struction of a diversion road
and two bailey bridges at
stretch points under Gobi
ndaganj Thana on the
national highway.

The communication was
first restored on October 10

at 2-30 pm after remaining
snapped for long eight days
and opened again only for
eight hours. The communica-
tion was again snapped after
collapse of a portion of a bai-
ley bridge at Taltola. Roads
and Highways Department
personnel. however. restored

communication after repair-
ing the collapsed portion of

the bridge on October 13 at 4
pm and opened for traffic
movement under strict su-
pervision.

With the news of resturing
communication between Bo-
gra-Rangpur on October 10
hundreds of bus and truck
freshly rushed on October 11
which remained stranded on

both the sides of the col-
lapsed bridge. Passengers,

however, continued journey
through transshipment
crossing the breach by boat

or on foot.
It may be mentioned here

that on October 2 two con-
crete bridges together with
large portion of road at Tal-
tola and Kalitola under Gob-
indaganj Thana were washed
away by the surging water
and about one kilometre area
of highway went under one
feet deep water. Since then
total highway communication
with eight northern districts
remained snapped causing
untold suffering to the pas-
sengers. Price of essential
items including fuel shot up
due to communication dis-
ruption.

Roads and Highway's De-
partment engaged 18 con-
tractors for restoring road
communication in an emer-
gency basis. They con-
structed a diversion road and
two bailey bridges along the
highway spending a fund of
Taka 32 lakh. On October 10

at 2-30 pm the road was first
opened for traffic movement

and at 10 pm a portion of .

bailey bridge at Taltola col-
lapsed again after allowing
over three hundred loaded
trucks lying stranded on both
the sides since October 2.
The department, however,
launched repairing work and
finally restored communica-
tion after fighting for three
days

On the other hand, a
shuttie train started serving
between Santaher and Mo-
himaganj stations in
Bonarpara-Santaher section
which is lying disrupted
since September 30 as a
large portion of railway track
together with two bridges
were washed away in be-
tween Bonarpara and Mo-
himaganj and Veluerpara and
Sonatola stations.

Gushing water damaged
large portion of railway track
and two bridges at two dif-
ferent points, one at
Chicherpara between Valur-
para and Sonatola and other
point at Chandanpat between
Bonarpara and Mohimaganj
stations. After repairing of
Chicherpara bridge and rail
link was restored temporarily
between Santaher and Mo-

himaganj.
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MOULVI BAZAR, Oct 17 :
Condition of primary educa-
tion in the districts of Moul-
vibazar and Habigon| are far
from satisfactory.

According to the sources
of the District Primary Edu-
cation offices of Moulvibazar

of students in the classes are
main problems in this sector.
The sources added that at-
tendance of students in the
classes are satisfactory only
in those schools which are
under Food For Education
(FFE) programme. But few
schools have been brought
under this programme in two
districts.

In Moulvibazar district,
out of 693 government pri-
mary schools, only 214 have
been brought under FFE pro-
gramme. In Habigonj district
only 201 government pri-
mary schools out of 739 have
been brought under FFE pro-
gramme.

During the conversation
with The Daily Star corre-
spondent District Primary
Education Officer told. ac-
cording to provision. one
teacher is required for each
S0 students of primary
schoecls. But in Moulvibazar
district, sanctioned posts of
primary teachers at govern-
ment primary schools are

only 2303 He opinionated
that atleast 700 new posts of

government primary teachers
are urgently needed for bet-
ter education of the children
in the district.

There are 693 govern-
ment primary schools, 190
registered primary schools
and 138 ed pri-
mary schools in six thanas of
Moulvibazar district. These

include, 167 government, 13
registered and 4 unregis-
tered primary schools in
Moulvibazar sadar thana. 102
government, 21 registered
and 12 unregistered primary
schools in Rajnagar thana.
163 government. 42 regis-
tered and 27 unregistered
primary schools in Kulaura
thana, 108 government. 40
registered and 4 unregis-
tered primary schools in Bar-
alekha thana. 87 govern-
ment., 52 registered and 17
unregistered primary schools
in Kamalgonj thana and 66
government, 22 registered

and 74 unregistered primary
schools in thana

to source. the
total number of school going
students in government,

From Our Correspondent

Non-government and Ebdetal
madrashas are 2 lakh 10
‘thousand 630, while another
16240 children remain out of
education facilities in Moul-
vibazar district. Thana wise
break up of school going
children are — in sadar thana
35685, in Rajnagar thana —
26,703, in Kulaura thana
52187, in Baralekha thana —
32849, in Kamalgonj thana —
33133 and in Srimongal
thana — 30073. Besides this
1407 children in sadar, 770
in Rajnagar, 7930 in Kulaura
1,264 in Baralekha, 612 in
Kamalgonj and 4257 children
in Srimongal thana remain
out of education facilities

The source explained that
these figures are prepared
according to children-survey
conducted by the primary
education department. But
experts in primary education
sector gave different opinion
in the figure of those chil-
dren who remain out of
school. According to them,
this figure will much more
than that of the given one

However. the official
source added. most of the ru-
ral children do not attend
classes even after registration
of theif name in the school.
These situation is visible,
where FFE programme is not
implemented. Poor atten-
dance in classes Is no doubt a
problem for the teachers to
implement the Compulsory
Primary Education Pro-
gramime

A total of 214 government
primary schools have been
taken up under the Food For
Education (FFE) amme,
of these 42 schools under 3
unions of sadar thana 58
schools under 3 unions of
Rajnagar thana. 25 schools
under 2 unions of Kulaura
thana 28 schools in 2 unions
of Baralekha thana. 30
schools under 2 unions of
Kamalgonj thana and 31
schools under 2 unions of
Srimongal thanas Attendance
of students in schools under
FFE programine are satislac-
tory

On the other hand, there
are 693 posts of Head
Teachers and 1610 posts of
Aasistant-Teacher in the six
thanas of Moulvibazar district.
Of them 3] posts have been
lying vacant It includes 8
posts of Head-Teacher and
23 post of Assistant Teach-
s

Out of six posts of Thana
Education Officer. one post at
sadar thana has been lying
vacant while the number of
vacant posts of Assistant
Thana Education Officer
(ATEO) stand at 18 against a

total sanctioned posts of 38.
Besides this, one post of
Monitoring officer at District
Primary Education Office and
ten posts of lower division
Clark at different thana edu-
cation office are lying vacant.
Due to the vacancy of these
posts, schedule work in pri-
mary education  administra-
tion is being hampered.

It is alleged that. most of
the teachers do not go to the
schools and some' attended
for only an hour or two. They
manage classes by entrusting
the senior students with the
task of teaching the lower
classes. On the other hand.
most of the government
teachers are alleging that,
staffs of TEO office prepare
the salary bills in each month
with error and these are re-
jected by the Accounts Office
or Bank. As'a result teachers
have to suffer a lot every
month.

There are 739 govern-
ment and 232 non-govern-
ment primary schools in
eight thanas of Hapigonj dis-
trict. These include — 93
government and 37 non-gov-
ernment primary schools in
Habigonj sadar thana, 51 gov-
ernment and 16 non-gov-
ernment in Lakhai thana 97
government and 38 non-gov-
ernment in  Madhabpur
thana, 75 government and 22
non-government in Bahubal
thana,k 114 government and
34 non-government in Bania-
chong thana. 117 govern-
ment and 47 non-govern-
ment in Chunarughat thana.

44 government and 18 non-

mnll; government

and 20 non-governmen!
primary schools in Nabigonj
thana

According to the source of
Habigon) DPEO, the total

number of schoolgoing stu-
dents are one lakh 64 thou

sand 789 while another
90.450 children remain out
of schools. The thana wise
break up of school going
children. which are prepared
during the ‘children survey
comducted by the DPE office
in January last are — 7348 in

Azmeerigonj thana. 29,093

Chunarughat thana. 26,668 in
Nabigonj thana 19,726 in Ba

niachong thana 13313 in
Babubal thama 32076 in
Madhabpur thana 12287 in

Lakhai thana and 25278 chil-
dren in Habigonj sadar thana

The source at Habigon|
DPE office explained that
government and non-gov-
ernment primary schools
where FFE programme is not
introduced — attendance of
students in classes is too
poor and this trends has

Pry edn in Moulvibazar, Habiganj
far from satisfactory

been hampering the goal of
Compulsory Primary Educa-
tion Programme greatly.

Food For Education pro-
gramme have been intro-
duced in only 201 govern-
ment primary schools of
Habigonj district of these 30
schools in Bahubal thana, 22
in sadar thana, 25 in Lakhai
thana, 28 in Madhabpur
thana, 3] in Chunarughat
thana, 17 in Azmeerigonj
thana. 25 in Baniachong
thana and 22 schools in
Nabigonj thana. Students at-
tendance in schools under
FFE programme is quite sat-
isfactory,

Besides this. there are
739 posts of Head-Teacher
and 1598 posts of Assistant
Teacher in eight thanas of
Habigonj district. A total of
245 teachers are working at
# g, ) non-government
schools. In government pri-
mary school — 60 posts of
Head Teacher and 77 posts
of Assistant Teacher have
been lying vacant,

The official source of both
Moulvibazar and Habigonj
district primary education
department told this corre-
spondent that, traditional
problems in primary schools
like accommodation problem
and shortage of furniture is
over as the government has
been implementing the
scheme to construct new
buildings and to supply [umi-
uure.

But shortage of the posts
of teachers and less-attrac-
tion of students to attend Lhe
classes are now major prob-
lem facing by the sector.

On the other hand, cor-
ruption of education offices at
thana level are alleging by the
teachers. According to teach-
ers of Moulvibazar and
Habigon) districts, they are
always busy to satisfy the
needs of TEO's. As a result,
most of teachers can't atten-
tive with their school and
classes. Some teachers said,
TEO and ATEO's are must be
satisfied during granting of
leave preparation of salary
bills, arrear bills and other
purposes Teachers who
failed to satisfied the officers,
he must be transfered to
other school — said a teacher
of a rural thana of Moulvibazar
district Another female
teacher said salary during
maternity leave even passed
after 2 years

The people have urged the
concerned authorities to take
necessary steps to mitigate
all the problems and make
the Compulsory Primary Ed
ucation Programme a suc-
CEAs
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Three day long
Ananda Mela

concludes

From Our Correspondent

MOULVI BAZAR. Oct 17:
The three day long Shishu
Ananda Mela (Children's fair)
organised by the Moulvibazar
district branch of Bangladesh
Shishu Academy concluded
here at Saifur Rahman audi-
torium, recently with great
enthusiasm.

Large number of children

| from different areas of the:

district participated in the
literary and cultural items.
The items included recita-
tion of poems, essay writings,
paintings and songs competi-
tion.

A total of 13 organisations
of the district participated in
the Shishu Ananda Mela with
their respective stalls.

President of the Shishu
Academy and Deputy Com-
missioner of Moulvibazar Abu
Sayeed formally inaugurated
the three day long pro-
gramme. He also gave away
prizes among the winners on
the concluding day on Octo-
ber 8.

Participants in the pro-
grammes has been disturbed
by some vegabonds during
the three day long pro-
gramme. The police adminis-
tration had failed to perform
active role in the Ananda
Mela even after request to
the administration as only
two police personals were
posted to perform the duty —
it is alleged by some gua-
rdians.

Housewife
allegedly beaten
to death

From QOur Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Oct 17: A
housewife was beaten to
death by her husband at vil-
lage Kamarpara under
Shaghata Thana recently.

According to police, ac-
cused Jahangir of said village
martried Marjina, age about
25 of neighbouring village
five years back. Jahangir very
often tortured his wife with-
out any reason, it was learnt
from family sources. On Oc-
tober 5 a hot exchange of
words ensued between the
husband and wife. At one
stage Jahangir starting beat-
ing his wife mercilessly. The
victimm died on the spot. Ja-
hangir triedto show the in-

cident as suicidal case after

pouring pesticide into her
mouth. On hearing the news
father of victim filed a case
with Shaghata Thana. Police
later recovered the body and
sent to Gaibandha morgue.

Daylong training
course, conference

of journalists
held

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Oct 17: A day-
long training course and con-
ference of the journalist of a
local daily namely “Dainik

Jhenidah” was held at
Jhenidah club recently.
Alhaj Khairul Bashar,

Chairman, editorial board of
the daily presided over the
training course where atleast
70 journalists from different
parts participated in the
training course. Among
others Bimal Kumar Saha,

district correspondent of the

Daily Ittefaq, Manaranjan
Biswas, District Information
Officer, Jhenidah. Anisur
Rahman Khoka, Chairman
Jhenidah pourasabha. Ali
Ansari, Bangladesh Times
Correspondent, Nuruzzaman
Mantu. Bangladesh Observer
Correspondent, Bhorer Kagaj
Correspondent Shekh Selim
spoke on the occasion.
Jakaria Hossain, Kaligan]
thana correspondent was de-
clared as the best correspon-
dent of the daily.

Abdul Haq, Deputy Com- "’

missioner Jhenidah attended
as the special guest on the
occasion.

Inadequate
number of

fire stations
in Banisal

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Oct 17 Fire inci-
dents are on rise destroying

property worth crores of taka |

every year in ten thanas of
the district due to lack of ad-
equate fire service units and

better communication sys-
tem.
According to official

sources. property worth taka
several crores was gutted and
destroyed in the thanas last
year due to inadequate num-
ber of fire service stations.
District Fire Service and
Civil Defence office said,
plans have been taken to set

up fire service units at
Gournadi and Banaripara of

Barisal, Mathbaria and
Bhandaria of Perojpur district
under Barisal Fire Service
Jone
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