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NEWS BRIEFS

Storm lashes
Hatibandha

LALMONIRHAT Oct 17: A
violent storm lashed several
in Hatibandha thana
of the district d hun-
dreds of thaiched houses to-
day. Witnesses said 10 people
were injured during the
storm at Barokhata Hat.
Nearly 800 housgs were col-
lapsed and hundreds of trees
uprooted at Dolapara.
Barokhata, Baura, Thangja
hara villages during the 10-
minute fury ef the slorm,
they said. reports UNB,
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day of hartal

The second day yesterday
of the Opposition-called four-
day hartal in the country, ex-
cepting Rajshahi division,
passed off with sporadic in-
cidents of violence which left
over 100 people injured.

Normal life was severely
disrupted by the nnn-atnp
shutdown.

Awami League (AL), Jatiya
Party (JP) and Jamaat-e-Is-
lami called the hartal from
Monday to press their de-
mands for dissolution of Par-
Hament and holding of gen-
eral elections under a care-
taker government.

In the capital, chase and
counter-chase between po-
lice and pickets and bomb
explosions in Assad Gate,
Shyamoli, Syedabad. Top-

By Staff Correspondent

khana and some other areas
of the city left more than 40
injured.

At Feni, some 15 people
were injured when police
lobbed tear gas shells at
Awami League supporters
protesting the arrest of Feni
district AL General Secretary
and former MP Jainal Hazari
from his house at Masterpara
yesterday afternoon. He was
sent to jail, reports said.

In Brahmanbaria, where
Chhatra League leader Shah-
newaz was killed Monday,
two AL activists — Zakir and
Shahjalal — were seriously in-
jured when police opened
fire and lobbed tear gas shells
at youths who were attacking
houses of BNP activists after
the burial of Shahnewaz at

around 1 pm. according to
our correspondent.

In Rajapur area of Jha-
lakathi district, 30 people
were injured in gun-battles
belween Jatiya Party and
Jatiyatabadi Juba Dal activists
yesterday morning and
evening. Three of the injured
— Masum (40), Munir Hos-
sain (27) and Farid (26) —
were admitted to Rajapur
thana Health Complex in se-
rious condition.

In Barisal. 12 people were
injured in a clash between
two rival groups of BNP sup-
porters al Rahamatpur under
Babuganj thana.

In the capital, police ar-
rested 19 people involved in
picketing yesterday. Five of

See Page 12 Col 4

Hand-to-hand fighting in
Jaffna leaves 89 dead

COLOMBO, Oct 17 Hand-
to-hand fighting raged in
northern Sri Lanka today as
Tamil guerillas bitterly re
pisted an army advance and
carried out a kamikaze attack
at sea, raising the death toll
on both sides to at least 89

| the military said, reports
AFP.
With this. 136 died in the

yegion today in three sepa

0 I I l I Jrltr incidents, the llﬂlllr]f

in Jhenidah

JHENIDAH. Oct 17: A man |

te sieal sugarcame from a
field surrounded with live
electric wire at Kala village in
Sadar thana earily today. Po-
lice recovered the body of
Jamal 21. from the spot and
sent injured Kamal 22 to

Sadar Hospital. reports UNB

Student leader

dies at DMCH

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 17: A
student leader who was

and his r mnr:illu. in-

cluding Satful islam and Babul
Akhter, were injured in an
explosion while they were
making bombs at Paikarioli
village on Saturday. UNB.

JP, Juba Dal men
clash in Jhalakathi

BARISAL, Oct 17: At least
25 were injured.
three with bullets, in spo-
radic armed clashes between
the Juba Dal and the Jatiya
Party activists in Rajapur
Bandar area of Jhalakathi dis-

trict today, reports UNB.
it i
cancels flights

Indian airlines cancelled
s IC 723/7T314 ﬂi".htl on

Dhaka-Calcutta route today

Eumt 7.000 ground
lroops launched the opera-
tion code-named Rivirasa
(sunshine) inside the north-

| erm Jafifna peninsula against

positions of the separatist
| Liberation Tigers of Tamil

| Eelam (LTTE) defence
sources sajd
“There is very intense

hand-to-hand fighting going

' on. So far we have lost I8

soldiers and one officer
killed and 157 men
wounded We have recovered

| the bodies of 1] terrorists.”
- military spokesman Sarath

'

, Munasinghe said.

However. he said infantry
troops backed by tanks and

, @lr cover kept up their ad-
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 vance into territory held by
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the LTTE imside the Jafina
peninsula, where the gueril-
las maintain their de-factor
separate state.

“The difference we are
secing this time is that we
are coming across a lot of
close-quarter fighting. In the
past, we encountered lot of
mortar attacks from the
Tigers,' Munasinghe said

He said three inlantry
fighting wvehicles were de-
stroyed by rocket-propelled
grenades fired by the gueril-
las.

Court orders Bal
Thackeray to
behave

NEW DELHI. Oct 17: In-
dia's Supreme Court today
threatened (o initiate con-
tempt proceedings againsi a
Hindu leader and ordered
him to behave, reports AFP

A three member bench
said Bal Thackeray. contro-
versial head of the Shiv Sena
[Shivraji s army) party had
failed to apologise for his ear-
lfer criticism of Supreme
Court judges over the razing

See Page 12 Col 7
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Joynal Hajari
arrested

FENI, Oct 17: Awami
League leader and former MP
Joynal Abedin Hajarl was ar-
rested today in a murder case
from his Mastierpara resi-
dence in the town, reports
UNB.

Tension heightened in the
district headquarters as Ha-
jari's militant followers
swung into rowdy protest and
gheraoed the police station,
witnesses said.

Police sources said a joint
team of police and BDR
ringed the residence of Ha-
jari, general secretary of the
district Awami League, at
about 3:30 pm to arrest him.

They said Hajari was
wantied in a student leader
murder case. Ashraf was
killed on September 8 this
year.

Hajari's well-regimented
party cadres gheraoed the

sadar thana when he was
taken there firsti. Police later
sent him to jail.

See Page 12 Col 8

PM leaves for N Y Oct 21

Dhaka may raise
Farakka issue

at UN again

By M Anwarul Haq

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia in her address to
the forthcoming Special
Session of the United Nations
will once again highlight the
water sharing issue with In-
dia and the devastating affect
of the Farakka Barrage, it was
learnt yesterday.

The issue was also raised
at the 48th General Assembly
session in October, 1993
when the Prime Minister ad-
dressed the UNGA.

The Bangladesh delegation

led by Begum Khaleda Zia,
leaves Dhaka in the early

hours of October 21 to attend
the UN session.

The Prime Minister in her

address to the UNGA on Oc-
tober 23 will also mention
about Bangladesh's associa-
tion with various UN activi-
ties and also in ’its global
peacekeeping operations.
She will reiterate Bangla-
desh's support for the
territorial integrity of Bosnia
and Herzegovina and touch
on the world economic order
and the changed global scene
and also on democracy and
human rights.

The Prime Minister is ex-
pected to focus on the prob-
lems facing the Least Devel-
oped Countries due to the
adverse development in the

See Page 12 Col 4

12 PAG E

...
R, -

o

e 4 L)
il g

' Eehman Sobhaﬁg meets Hasina soon

The group of five eminent
citizens has conveyed the
Awami League leadership
about the outcome of its sec-
ond meeting with Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
held Monday evening.

A source close to the
group said that Prof Rehman
Sobhan had a long conversa-
tion with AL leader Abdus
Samad Azad over telephone
last evening during which the
views of the PM about resolv-
ing the political crisis were

| connnimleated.

&mad Azad will convey
1o, the, Ak Slgef |

(Shetkh Hfagiria) and iaform

| An office room in tht Housmg Ihmturate r:lurmg uifme huur on the ,.-.H,.md [L,n veaterddv of the fnur-dly hm'tl.'l
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the group iater about Hasina's

reply or reaction,” the source
said.

Prof Sobhan, a member of
the group, may also meet
Sheikh Hasina within a day or
two to discuss about resolving
the political crisis over the
question of holding elections

under a neutral caretaker

«Create a con

Outcome of meet with
PM conveyed to AL

Star Report

government, the source indi-
cated.

The group of five compris-
ing former chief justice Ke-
maluddin Hossain, Barrister
Syed Ishtiaq Ahmed, Prof
Rehman Sobhan, Fakhruddin
Ahmed and Faiz Ahmed al-
ready met the Prime Minis-
ter twice on October 9 and
16 and once with AL presi-
dent on October 14.

The group in their bid to
help resolve the persisting
political impasse, has been
trving to arrange a dialogue
between the two top leaders.

It was garder 1o ;gmcl
that the PM hi:d ei}}i‘esscﬂ
her willingness (o meet
Sheikh Hasina "to discuss
with an open mind to find a
solution to the prevailing cri-
e

Meanwhile, Sheikh Hasina
told the BBC last night that
the government will have to
genial atmo-
See Page 12 Cel 3

He declined to say what
the objective of the offensive
was but said it was launched
from Ponnalaikadduwan. a
small town just south of the
main Palaly military complex
located on the northern edge
of the Jaffna peninsula.

In a similar drive earlier
this month. the army cap-
tured a 25-square-kilometre
area Irom the Tamil Tigers
earlier this month.

Defence analysts said the
latest army drive was proba-

- bly a prelude to an onslaught

to capture the town of Jaffna,
about seven kilometres away
from army lnes. Jaffna is the
symbol of Tamil separatism
in the country,

The latest fighting came
after the airforce dropped
leafllets over the targets
Tamil travellers from the
area said.

There was no immediate
word from the LTTE about
the latest fighting. but a
statement from its London
office said the army
atlempted to break out of
their defences in the
peninsula on Sunday but were
beaten back

See Page 12 Col B

Hasina warns
against
repressive
measures

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina yesterday
condemned the government
"for resorting to arrest, re-
pression. firing and attack on
opposition workers’ on the
second day of 96-hour hartal
in the capital and other parts
of the country. reports UNB.

Hasina cautioned that the
consequence of repressive
sieps can not be good. She
said peaceful democratic agl-
tation cannot be suppressed
by using force as people are
determined to establish their

rights.
In a statement she
protested the arrest of

party's former MP Joynal
Hazari in Feni yesterday. Al
least 15 people suffered bul-
let wounds when police
opened fire on processionists
who were staging protest
against the arrest,

Besides, Hasina said eight
people including “Chhatra
League leader Akkas Ali were
injured at Nagarkanda in
Faridpur when BNP terrorists
attacked on Awami League

procession
In Dhaka. Commissioner
Shahabuddin, Mohammad

See Page 12 Col 1

NAM summit opens
in Colombia today

CARTAGENA (Colombial.
Oct 17: The 11th Non-
Aligned Summit begins here
tomorrow, report agencies.

The leaders have started
converging in this coastal city
to take up such issues as the
environment, human rights,
trade and access to Western
technology

Several years after the
disintegration of the Soviet
Union. NAM is trying to
make itself meaningful again.

The Non-Aligned Move-
ment (NAM), with a current
membership of 113 coun-
tries, wants to boost Its

Rajshahi polytech

closed sine die

RAJSHAHI. Oct 17: Ra-
jshahi Polytechnic Institute
was closed sine die today fol-
lowing Monday's violence
that left two students injured

| in bomb blast, reports UNB.

Students left their dormi-
tories before this evening as
per the authorities’ order

Campus sources said two
students were injured in a

. bomb blast today when Chha-

tra Otkya activists brought out
a procession on their 3-point
demand.
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h large number of l-ho-p- hotels -nd ﬂt.her hmnm at Aricha f‘har 1-1[! face closure if

| the ghat is shifted
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Relocation of Aricha ghat
unnecessary, locals say

The proposed partial relo-
cation of the Aricha ghat
would cause wastage of funds
and land and threw thou-
sands of people out of busi-
ness, according to local peo-
ple and official sources.

The government has de-
cided to relocate part of the
Aricha ghat that now ferries
Daulatdia-bound traffic to
Baruria. 9 kilometers down-
siream to reduce congestion.
However Aricha ghat would
continue its services for Na-
garbari route.

But people of Aricha, who
recently formed a resistance
commitiee to protest the
move, claimed that the gov-
ermment s decision was taken

By Morshed Ali Khan

"wilthout considering the in-
herent layout” of Aricha ghat,
the country's busiest ferry
terminal which ferries, on an
average more than 2 500 ve
hicles a day.

"Instead of improving the
existing facilities in the ghat
they have embarked on an
ambitious project. This will
have nothing to do with sav-
ing time.” said Hamidur
Rahman Hena, a local busi-
nessman and a senior mem
ber of the Aricha Relocation
Resistance Committee.

“This ghat has grown in
over one hundred years
First, it was a steamer ghal
Then iIn the early sixties. it
started offering ferry ser-

power at the United Nations,
and is thrashing out stands
on possible UN reforms as
the world body marks its
50th anniversary this month
in New York.

Tough it has an effective
majority in the UN General
Assembly, the NAM wants to
boost its profile on the Secu-
rity Council, where the buck
stops at the veto power of the
five permanent members:
Britain, China, France, Russia
and the United States.

Among those expected to
attend are Pakistan's Benazir
Bhutto, Cuba's Fidel Castro
and Palestinian leader Yasir
Arafat. Bangladesh delegation
will be led by Finance Minis-
ter M Saifur Rahman

A mound of declarations,
including widespread con-
demnation of the US trade
embargo against Cuba, are
likely to emerge from the
conference, although the
movement has no authority to
enforce resolutions, Egypt
plans to promote disarma-
ment in the Middle East.

The movement has roots
in the 19508, when nations
such as Egypt and India drew
solidarity from anti-colonial-

See Pape 12 Col 2

anul . the
124

vices You see so many people
are now facing unemploy-
ment in the ghat due to this
change, ' said Anwar Hossain
Hadal. a businessman and
Joint Convenor of the Resis-
tance Cormnittee.

The proposed partial
shifting of the ghat to Baruria
Is now awaiting approval ol
the Planning Commission. ac
cording to sources in the
Shipping Ministry. A nine
kilometre long road would be
constructed from Uthali, on
the Dhaka Aricha highway,
upto the new ghat

There are 3,000 regis
tered shops, hotels restau
rants and thousands of

See Page 12 Col 4
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Twelve 'smugg!ed .;
Bangladeshi kids

‘returning home

NEW DELHI, Oct 17;
Twelve Bangladeshi children,
who were stranded for sev-
eral years in a juvenile home
in Bombay, were sent to Cal-
cutta by train today on way to
Dhaka by air, reports BSS.

They are expected to

reach Dhaka on a

Biman flight on m
said an official of Bangladesh
High Comunission here,

The children- aged be-
tween 6 and 13 were
rescued when they were be-
ing flown to Dubai by kidnap-
pers Bombay's Santa Cruz |}
airport in 1990 and in 193'2
he added.

S0S Children's V , an
NGO, is financing the ex-
penses for travel of eight of
the 12 while the Government
of Bangladesh will bear the
expenditures for four others.

The total number of chil-
dren rescued from kidnap-
See Page 12 Col 8

US official meets
Moudud,
newspaper editors

By Staff Correspondent

Director of the South
Asian desk of the US De- |
partment of State Lee O |
Coldrin leaves Dhaka today
for Karachi ending a four-day
familiarisation visit to
Bangladesh. During the visit,
Coldrin met some political
leaders. newspaper editors
and the Chief Election Com-
missioner.

Yesterday, he met Barris-
ter Moudud Ahmed of Jatiya
Party and held discussions
for nearly 90 minutes at the
latter's residence.

Talking to The Daily Star
Moudud later said hé in-
formed the US official his

s on t : ﬁmm

situation and s that
the Prime Minister resign 90
days ahead of the elections
and that the next polls be
held under the Chief Justice.
Coldrin who had served.
earlier in Dhaka as the
Deputy Chief of the US mis-
sion also met the Editor of
Holiday Enayetullah Khan and

See Page 12 Col 7

Mother shot
dead in city

By Staff Correspondent.

A young man accidentally

killed his mether at East Ra-

jabazar in the city yesterday
oon.

Police sent the body.of the.
victim, Rokeya Khatun, 45,
wife of Suruj Mia to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) morgue for au-
topsy at 5 pm.

According to police., her
eldest son Kamal, 27, opened
fire at his uncle Sultan at
their residence but the bullet
hit his mother. The bullet
pierced through the left ch-
est of his mother as she tried
to resist her son from open-
ing fire.

She died on the spot

Quoting family sourees,
our DMCH correspondent
says, Kamal opened fire fol-
lowing an exchange of hot
words with his uncle over an
employee of the latier's jew-
ellery shop. The details could
not be known immediately.

When contacted, Tejgaon
police said, Kamal was ab-
sconding.

BCL activist shot

dead 1n Jessore

JESSORE, Oct 17: A Chha-
lra League worker was shot
dead and 15 others were in-
jured during an armed clash
between two factions of Ch-
hatra League and Juba League

in the town tenight, reports
UNB.

Shahidul Islam, 20, sue-
cumbed to his bullet wounds
on the spot at about 10:15
pm when Chhatra League
(Mintu group) and Juba
League (Mehedi group) ex-
changed fire at Puratan
Koshba area.

During the 30-minute
clash. which started at about
9:45 pm. rioting groups used
pipe-gun, pistols and bomibs.

The clash is believed to be
an outburst of a dispute over
the formation of Juba League
district committee.

The conference of Jessore
district Juba League was held
on October 15 but new co-
mmittee could not be formed

the leadership

because ol

conllict
Police recovered pipe gun,

locally made pistol and some

bullets from the spot



