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Prokrichi urges govt

Repeal admin cadre
promotion orders

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the Prokrichi
BCS Action Council, repre-
senting professional cadre of-
ficials, yesterday urged the
government to repeal the
mass promotion orders of
1992 and 1995,

Addressing a press con
ference at BMA Bhaban, the
Council Chairman Dr M A
Majid warned that they would
launch an action programme
if their 17-point demand was
not met by November 16.

"The government will have
to shoulder all responsibili-
ties if they, Council members
leave their institutions,
paralysing activities in hospi-
tals, power, gas, post and
telecommunications”, he told
the newsmen.

Demanding implementa-
tion of the order of January
9, 1994 to eliminate anoma-
lies in pay-structure and rec-
ommendations of Dr Matin
Committee, Dr Majed urged
the government to provide
50 per cent selection grade
at the initial stage of all
caders.

Criticising the govern-
ment for allowing mass pro-
motion in Administration
Cadre, the BMA leader said
the government had become
hostage in the hands of
members of a specific Cadre.

Referring to their October
1 meeting with the PM,
Mazed said the PM specifi-
u.ﬂ'f assured them that no

prnmntinn would be

made and all promotions
would be determined on the
basis of merit and compe-
tency.

But 201 officers of the
BCS (admin) cadre had been
promoted on October 9 by-
passing rules and regulations,
Majed said.

The Prokrichi pro-
grammes include organisa-
tional tour, publicity and ral-
lies throughout the country
from October 16 to Novem-
ber 10, mass leave and day-
long token hunger strike in
Dhaka en October 26, repre-
sentatives’ conference at
Engineers Institution on

November 15 and day-long |

work stoppage and grand
rally in the city on November
16.

The demands of the
Prokrichi-BCS Action Council
also include implementation
of the order of January 8,
1994 regarding removal of
discrepancy in pay-scale,
providing 50 per cent selec-
tion grade at the beginning of
all cadres, withdrawal of
deputy commissioners (DCs)
and thana nirbahi officers
(TNOs) from different com-
mittees excluding those re-
lated to land and magistracy,

'measures for implementation

of the 17-point demand as
assured by the PM and with-
drawal of repressive mea-
sures taken against Prokrichi
members.
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the bridge, had already been
completed while the work on
the main bridge started today
just one year after Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
laid the foundation stone.

The communications
minister also inaugurated the
work on guide bund, a major
part of river training, at the

end of the bridge
earlier in the morning.

Oli Ahmed said most
modern technologies are be-
ing used in constructing the
Jamuna bridge and about
Taka 1,000 crore has already
been spent.

~Some 720 million US dol-

120 'million dollar will be
funded by the government
and 200 million dollar each
by the Japanese government,
the World Bank and the Asian

t Bank.
the early diffi-
cult days of the p t, Oli

said the donors once refused
to provide funds for the
bridge. pushing it towards
uncertainty.

"But we have overcome all
the obstacles and today the
work on the main bridge is
being started,” he said.

The minister expressed
firm hope that the bridge will

be completed within its
schedule time of December
1997. N~

The pile driving work
started today with the help of
a huge hydraulic hammer
which presses pile with
- 1,000 tonnes of weight at

each stroke. The construc-
tion of 121 piles will be
completed in nine months.

After completion, the 4.8
km bridge will have 49 spans
while it will be 18.5 metre
wide with four road lanes.

Provisions would he kept
for setting up of a meter-

College student,
2 others killed

in road accidents

From Our Correspondent

Three persons, including
a degree examinee, were
killed in road accidents in
Khulna and Barisal yesterday.

Two persons died when a
bus hit a rickshaw at the
. Shivbari crossing in Khulna
town yesterday morning.

Rezaul Hasan, 23, a degree
examinee from Azam Khan
Commerce College. who was
riding in a rickshaw, was
crushed under the wheels of
a passenger bus in the
morning. The rickshawpuller
who also received head in-
juries later died at the gen-
eral hospital.

The bus hit the rickshaw
from behind, police said.

The driver of the bus
managed to escape. The bus
has been seized.

Meanwhile, S M Majibar
Rahman, 45, a Tahsilder, was
killed on the spot when a
Jhalakathi-bound passenger
coach from Jessore hit him
from behind at the C&B road
crossing near the Govt Syed
Hatem Ali College at Barisal
at 5-30 am.

JMB construction

gauge railway line, power
transmission line, gas trans-
mission line and telecommu-
nications line in the bridge.

Other than the bridge, ap-
proach viaducts and river
training, the project has six
more components which are
east road approach, west
road approach, east railway
approach, west railway ap-
proach, rehabilitation of east
flood embankment-cum ac-
cess road and rehabilitation
of west flood embankment-
cum-access road.

The progress of work on
the components has been es-
timated as 23.59 per cent,
25.80 per cent, 7.56 per
cent and 7.76 per cent of the
first four components re-

spectively.

PM's letter
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"If the group of five intel-
lectuals can succeed to pre-
pare the basis, we are ready
to welcome that”, the BNP
leader said adding that the
group should be allowed ade-

quate time to work.
Meanwhile, the group of
five has already sought their
second appointment in a
week with the Prime Minis-
ter. They were yet to get the
appointment, a source close

to the group told The Daily |

Star last night.
The group, comprising
former Chief Justice Ke-.

maluddin Hossain, Barrister |

Syed Ishtiag Ahmed, Prof
Rehman Sobhan, Fakhruddin
Ahmed and Faiz Ahmed have

already met Begum Khaleda | |

Zia and Sheikh Hasina in a
move to arrange a dialogue

between them to resolve the |
crisis |

persisting political
arising out of the demand for
a caretaker government.

96-hr hartal
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phant Road or at Mouchak
crossing.

There was a lesser num- |

ber of rickshaws and au-
torickshaws on the city roads
and rickshawpullers and au-
torickshaw drivers were
asking for higher fares on the
pretext of the four-day hartal.

Several rickshawpullers
told this correspondent yes-
terday that many rickshaw-
pullers in different parts of
the city had packed up and
gone home.

Thete was also pressure in
the city's kitchen markets as
housewives thronged those to
buy essentials for the next
four days.

Many better-off people
also left the city either for
foreign countries or holiday
resorts in the country. Ac-
cording to repurta rccewud

from B
try's %?:j;r ﬁt‘:’la}r rt:lurt

most of the hotels there have |

been fully booked by holiday
markers mostly from Dhaka.

Video rentals in the city
have made brisk business as a
section of wealthy people
prepare to spend the time
indoors with some enter-
tainment
ever, some people are already
afraid of boredom.

Prime Minister Begum Khnladn Zia lnjrmg foundation stone nf Nntmnal Medical Lullm

in the city yesterday.

New medical
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try
Referring to Dhaka Na-

tional Medical Institute Hos-
pital, she said it has been up-
graded to 300 beds from only
65 beds. Now the hospital
has been tumed into a centre
of modern treatment with
the help of government
grants as well as donations
from philanthropists and
grants from Japan and the
USA.

The Prime Minister ex-
pressed her satisfaction that
the hospital would offer free
treatment to poor patients.

She said the government,
in its efforts to expand medi-
care facilities in the country,
has given permission to set
up the Dhaka National Medi-
cal College inside the hospi-
tal. The MBBS course was in-
troduced here from 1994-95
academic year.

The ment has given
an initial grant of Tk 45 lakh
to the college, Begum Zia
saild assuring that the gov-
ernment will be giving grants
to bear the expenses of the
hospital. On this account, the
government has given a Tk
1.20 crore grant during the
current year.

Dacoity at Comilla
Zilla School

COMILLA, Oct 15: Dacoits
looted Tk 81,900 from
Comilla Zilla School on Sat-
urday night, police said. They
said a gang broke open the
door of the office of the
school and an almirah, and
decamped with the cash at
midnight. The school author-
ities filed a case with Kotwali
thana, reports UNB.

— PID photo

Housewives advised to
tnvest in stock market

While women Iinvestors,
particularly housewives, were
encouraged at a function
yesterday to put their surplus
in the securities market, the
regulators suggested them to
be cautious in making in-
vestment decision, reports
UNB.

At an investment seminar,
the speakers — a minister
and the chiefs of both the
market watchdog and the
Dhaka bourse — highlighted
the need for women to come
forward to participate in
stocks to reap the profits the
market now offers.

They said the women
community, after acquiring
proper knowledge about the
market behaviours, should
put their investable surplus
in the capital market, break-
ing the traditional habit of
savings with banks, for
higher profit margin

"Wumcnfn-lk will have to
come forward side by side
the men, but by managing the
house properly ... they should
develop an attitude of sav-
ings,” said Shipping Minister
M K Anwar, inaugurating the
day-long seminar.

Rapport Bangladesh Lim-
ited arranged the investment
seminar for the housewives,
second of this kind, at a local
hotel. A large number of
women from all segments
assembled to know about in-
vestment in the stock mar-
ket.

While explaining market
mechanisms and the proce-
dures of investment, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commis-

sion Member Dr Shahabub
Alam encouraged women in
investing in stocks, but also
suggested some precaution-
ary measures to be taken be-
fore making investment deci-
sion.

"Don’'t invest in an issue
where foreigners make large-
scale investment.,” he told
the potential women in-
vestors. "But you can invest if
you have the ability to hold on
to the shares for a long time

another tip, Dr
Alam suggested that it would
not be wise to purchase the
shares of those companies
where Bangladesh Shilpa
Bank (BSB) and Bangladesh
Shilpa Rin Sangstha (BSRS),
the country's two develop-
ment financial institutions
(DFls), provided loans.

SEC Chairman Sultan-uz
Zaman Khan also sounded a
note of warning about possi-
ble unpleasant consequences
of making investment in a
capital market full of
"elements of speculation and
contains high risk.”

But the SEC chief was
contradicted by the Chairman
of Dhaka Stock Exchange
(DSE). "Risk is everywhere.
And that risk has to be taken
boldly,” said Khurshid Alam.

Alam, who chaired the in-
augural session of the semi-
nar, also said that DSE had
achieved significant growth
in recent years and the an-
nual turnover would cross the
Tk 10 billion mark this year,

video. How- |
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Awami League president Sheikh Hasina addressing the party's city unit yesterday

calling for making the Sﬁ-hqqr hartal a success.

Hasina
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neutral caretaker govern-
ment.

She urged the people to
make the 96-hour hartal a
success. She requested gov-
ernment officials not to at-
tend offices during hartal
hours. "If any untoward situa-
tion arises for any reason, the
opposition will not be re-
sponsible”, she warned.

"The Prime Minister is
not accepting the demand for
caretaker government ap-
prehending that she will be
sent to jail for corruption. I
can assure that she will not

. be sent to jail." Hasina said.

President of the city unit
of AL Mohammad Hanif
presided over the meeting
which was also addressed by
Syeda Zohara Tajuddin, Zillur
Rahman, Sajeda Chowdhury,
Tofael Ahmed and Mofazzal
Hossain Chowdhury Maya.

FBCCI team off
to Colombo

A six-member delegation
of the Federation of Ban-
gladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) left Dhaka
for Colombo to attend a sem-
inar of SAPTA, reports UNB.

— Star photo

BGMEA appeals
for ending
political stalemate

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Garment Ma-
nufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) issued
an appeal yesterday to both
the Prime Minister and AL
chief Sheikh Hasina to sit to-
gether immediately and sort
out all their diﬂ'ermcaa ami-
cably.

The association also called
upon all, irrespective of polit-
ical affiliations, to find an
immediate solution to the
present crisis and expressed
the concern that further con-
frontation might lead to ag-
gravation of, what they said,
the already deteriorating sit-
uvation in the political, eco-
nomic and social sectors.

"The present national ur-

demand that all parties
involved will demonstrate
utmost restraint, Hld:n and
political sagacity and come
out of the present political
morass,” said a BGMEA re-

lnﬁemumuidthlt
ﬂnmw“n{m
tals, rallies, processions and
mmmm&-
fectiveness of such political
instruments.

25 DU Senate

members demand
caretaker govt
By DU Correspondent

Twenty-five members of
the Dhaka University Senate
in a statement yesterday said
there was no alternative to a
neutral caretaker govern-
ment for promoting demo-
cratic practices in the coun-

try.

Condemning the 'rigid
stand' of the ruling party in
the face of the Opposition ag-
itation, they said, this was
pushing the nation gradually
towards a confrontation.

They expressed concern
over the deteriorating law
and order situation and
‘unbridled corruption’ in the
administration.

They said a one-party gov-
ernment is now ruling the
country following the resig-
nation of opposition MPs.

They urged them

ment to accept the
for a neutral caretaker gov-
ernment to conduct the gen-
eral elections for a peaceful
solution to the predent polit-
ical crisis.

R, SR
for 12 more yrs

A Court day con-
victed Mukim Gazi alias
Matin for illegal
arms and sentenced him to
12 years rigorous imprison-
ment, reports UNB.

Mukim Gazi, 50, a notori-
ous criminal. is already in
Dhaka Central Jail serving a
total of 85 years imprisop-
ment against more than a
dozen cases. Twelve more
cases are still pending
against him awaiting disposal

According to the prosecu-
tion of the present case,
Demra police, arrested
Mukim Gazi on January 3.
1992 from a house in Kona-
para area of Demra and re-
covered a pistol with bullet.

A case was registered with
Demra police station in this
connection.

the trial, the court
examined 12 witnesses. After
hearing both sides, Addi-
tional Sessions Judge Meo-
hammad Showkat Hossain
gave the verdict.

CU BSS (Pass)
exams results

announced

CHITTAGONG, Oct 15
The University of Chittagong
today announced the results
of BSS (Pass) examinations
1993 held under the univer-
sity in December 1994 and
January 1995, reports BSS.

Seven hundred and thirty-
two regular students ap-
peared in the examinations of
whom 338 passed.

The percentage of pass
was 46.1.

Of the successful exami-
nees, 21 secured second
class while 317 got third
class.

There were 137 external
examinees of whom 36 came
out successful.

The university also an-
nounced the results of BSS
(Pass) Supplementary Exam-
ination held in December
1994 and January 1995.

World Food
Day today

The World Food Day will
be observed in the country as
elsewhere in the world today.
The theme of the day this
year is "Food for All," reports
UNB.

In a message on the occa-
sion, President Abdur Rah-
man Biswas said the obser-
vance of the day is aimed to
create awareness about nutri-
tious food habit, increase
food production and ensure
food security.

In another - message,
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said food is the
main problem for the people
of the Third World countries.
So the World Food Day is very
much significant for the de-
veloping countries.

Identifying hunger and
poverty as the hindrances on
way to development, Begum
Zia said Bangladesh has made
remarkable headway in mod-
ernising agro-technology
with international coopera-
tion to alleviate poverty.

JB HSC results
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Kaliganj M U College,
Jhenidah.

Mosammet Asma Jahan
Kushe of Government B M
College topped the list of
successful candidates in
Commerce Group with 820
marks. Mohammad Lutfor
Rahman of Azam Khan Com-
merce College, Khulna and
Sufipta Bose. of Keshabpur
College, Jessore got the sec-
ond and third peosition re-
spectively in the commerce
group.

Among the successful
women candidates in science
group, Afrin Sultana of Gov-
ernment B M College got the
top position with 906 marks.
The second position went to
Farjana Yasmin of Govern-

|

ment Girls College, Khulna.

Islampur College
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and Shumon assaulted.

-They were admitted to the

thana health complex.

The JCD activists of the
college then brought out a
procession and ransacked
seven to eight shops, one of
which belongs to the thana
Awami League president.

The BCL activists retali-
ated by ransacking the house
of Begum Rahima women
Member of Parliament and a
BNP leader. The MP alleged,
the attackers damaged her
TV among many things and
looted valuable goods from
her house. /

The BCL activists also ran-
sacked the houses of the
thana BNP president and the
Secretary as well as some
seven to eight shops at the
Islampur bazar, police said.

Three BCL workers and an
Awami League activist were
arrested.

Riot police have been de-
ployed to avert further vio-
lence.

Both the JCD and the BCL
lodged separate cases with
the Islampur thana.

| the
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The Midnight Fife

Russian bus hijack

MOSCOW, Oct 15: Russian security forces

hijacked bus in the heart of Moscow early today and

dead an unidentified masked gunman who had held 27
South Kerean tourists to ransom. The lightning operation
ended a 10-hour drama, reports Reuter.

Israeltoacceleratepullm.lt
from WB towns

GAZA STRIP, Oct 15: Is-
rael today agreed to acceler-
ate its withdrawal from West

Bank towns. clearing the way

| for Palestinian elections by

January 22, foreign Minister
Shimon Peres and PLO leader
Yasser Arafat announced, re-
ports AFP

"The redeployment will
begin on the 25th of October
in Jenin,” Peres told a joint
news conference after talks
here. "Our target is that the

. elections will be held before

the 22nd of January.”
Jenin, in the north of the
West Bank. is the first of six

Bodos kill 11
more in Assam

GUWAHATI, Oct 15: In a
major upsurge of violence in
lower Assam at least 11 per-
sons were killed and several
others injured in the past 24
hours. Eight persons were
killed in a single incident
late last night, reports PTI.

Suspected Bodo extrem-
ists gunned down eight per-
sons, including three women
and a child, and injured five
others seriously at Amarpur
village in Nalbari district last
night. One police ASI, one
Bodo and one school student
were gunned down in differ-
ent incidents in the troubled
lower Assam earlier.

The Assam Chief Minister
Hiteswar Saikia, rushed to
the spot today to assess the
situation and announced ex-
gratia payment to the next of

| kin of the victims.

lttf:faq incident
Renu makes
confessional

statement

Mohammad Hossain alias
Renu, the main accused in
Ittefaq murder case,
made a confessional state-
ment under Section 164 of
the CrPC before a magistrate
yesterday, reports UNB.

Renu, 40, was produced

" before the CMM Court here
yesterday at the end of the
 end of five days' police re-
| mand. His total remand pe-
'riod was 9 days in three

terms.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Sharifuddin recorded Renu's
statement. Later, the court
sent him to Dhaka central
ail.

j Barrister Moudud Ahmed
and Advocate Khondoker
Mahbub Hossain moved his

' (Renu's] bail petition and

Chief Metropolitan Magis-
trate Shahiduddin Ahmed
fixed October 18 for order.

Rehabilitation
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Reviewing the public
health situation, the meeting
decided that the government
and UNICEF will jointly sink
1,000 new tubewells in the
flood-hit areas and in Kuri-
gram and Lalmonirhat dis-
tricts.

If necessary. the number
of tubewells will be in-
creased. Besides, the contri-
bution money for re-sinking
of 7.000 inoperative tube-
wells have been waived and
their repairing will be done
free of cost while the spares
will be provided free.

The meeting noted that
diarrhoea is spreading in the
flood-hit districts. The health
ministry said that it has

| started activities to check

diseases.

A task force has been con-
stituted with the Director
General of Health as head and
comprising representatives
from UNICEF, WHO and
ICDDR.B for providing medi-
care services to the flood-af-
fected people.

The public health institu-
tion has been directed to
prepare 20,000 bags of
cholera saline a day by ar-
ranging double shift. UNICEF

| will supply 50,000 bags of
' cholera saline and 30,000

packets of ORS while WHO
will supply an additional 30
lakh water purification
tablets.

Recognising the assistance
from NGOs, the meeting de-
cided that the state minister
for disaster management and
relief will meet them soon
and request to supplement
government efforts in diar-
rhoea control, sanitation and
supplying of drinking water
in the flooded areas.”

Speaking in the meeting,
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said the army
and the civil administration
would continue their joint
relief and rehabilitation

' works in the flood-hit areas.

Palestinian towns which the
army is to quit under the
self-rule deal signed in Wash-
ington on September 28,

Soldiers are to remain in
the flashpoin: town of He-
bron to protect 400 seitlers
living amid 120,000 Pales-
tinians.

"The whole redeployment
will be compieted by the end
of 1995, except in Hebron,"
Peres said.

Arafat added: "The elec-
tion should take place before
Ramadan.,” the Muslim holy
month which begins in the
third week of January.

He said Peres had also
promised to lift the closure
of the West Bank and Gaza
Strip on Tuesday.

The PLO leader said they
had been anxious that the
Palestinian seif-rule elections
"should take place as soon as
possible so that they dom't
interfere with the Israeli
election campaign.”

Israel is to hold legislative
elections in November 1996,

The PLO chief described
the meeting as “constructive,
fruitful and very important.”

"We discussed many
points, how to overcome all
the obstacles.”

Three killed in
city incident
By DMCH Correspondent

Three persons were killed
in separate incidents in the
city yesterday and the day be-
fore.

Two of them — Md Khalil
and Abdul Kuddus — died in a
accidental fall from rooftops
of their respective houses in
the city while one Babul, a
factory worker, died in a sep-
arate accident.

Md Khalil, 50, received fa-
tal injuries during a sudden
fall from the roof of his four-

storyed residence near
Gopibagh rail-crossing yes-
terday morning

He was rulhed to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) where attending
doctors declared him dead.

In a similar incident, Ab-
dul Kuddus, 27, of 30/A.
Senpara in Mirpur fell down
from the roof of the four-sto-
ryed building while exercis-
ing on late Saturday night.
Mirpur police brought the
body of Kuddus yesterday
morning to the DMCH.

Meanwhile, Babul, 30, a
worker of a factory at Tej-
gaon, received injury when
operating a machine early
hour yesterday. Later, he suc-
cumbed to his injury at the
DMCH around 1:00 pm.

BCS (Edn)
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formed by the Director Gen-
eral of the Directorate of
Health.

The subject wise break-up
of the selected candidates:
Bangla-96, English-82, Eco-
nomics-46, Political Science-
61, Islamic History-177, His-
tory-80. Philosophy-157. At-
countancy-96, Hmag:mcnth
83. Physics-49, Chemistry-
55, Mathematics-46, Botany-
28, Zoology-106, Social Wel-
fare-25, Social Science-18,
Islamic Education-25, Arabic-
-22, Home Economic-10, Psy-
chology-11., Geography-26,
Statistics-11, Soil Science-
10, Agricultural Science-11,
Marketing -2, Pali-2. San-
skrit-11, Institutional Food

and Management-1 and
Nursery-1.
10-pt directive
From Page 1

ply of power and water in all
the buildings during these
four days.

The telephone depart-
ment has also been asked to
keep all telephone lines in-
side Secretariat in order.

The VIP gate of the Secre-
tariat will remain open round
the clock while other gates
will open at 5:30 am everyday
until 19 October. Collapsible
gates and doors of all min-
istries and departments will
be kept open even after dusk
and some lifts will also oper-
ate beyond office hours to fa-
cilitate movement of those
who stay in the offices during
the hartal.

All the staff bus and other
official transports were ear-
lier asked to enter the Secre-
tariat premises carrying offi-
cers and employees
the hartal begins this mom-

ing at 6.

Special contingents of po-
lice will be deployed inside
the Secretariat and an ambu-
lance and a fire brigade vehi-
cle will be stationed there to
face any situation.



