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Food for all and future agriculture
strategy of Bangladesh

M. A. Sattar *

Bangladesh is promise bound to
and Agriculture
Organisation [(FAO) of UN to
associate itself in .ﬂ.ghiinﬁ
against hunger, Povfrt}' an
malnutrition all over the
world.

Like many other countries in
the world. Bangladesh which is
predominantly an agricultural
country. there has been
remarkable changes in
agricultural economy and
agricultural management. But
still there are some constraints
which have already been
identified. Now the process to
overcoine the constraints is on

the rapid move. The present
density of population is per
sq. km. in the country having

an area of 147.570 sq. km.. Uk
ratio of inhabitant and land
being 1. 0.25 acre. The total
cultivable land is 1 crore anxl 4!
lakh hectare and Iland
unsuitable for cultivation is
32.95 lakh hectare. The
intensity of cultivation at
present is 170% and 61.3% ol
total population is engaged n
agriculture. So there is ample
scope to achieve our desired
goal  for attaining sell-
sulliciency in food by utilizi
casily available manpower an
lertile soil,

The total lood production in the
country rose up [rom 10.13
million tons in 1973 10 1958
million tons in 1993 and crop
intensity from 147% to nearl

170%. This has been possibje
dué to adoption of modern
technology by the farmers use
of HYV variety, improve secds,
[ertilizer. pesticide and
irrigation. and above all
sincerity of the fanners. Incase
ol lisheries. the rate ol anmual
GUP from 1985 to 1993 war
4 24% . inspite ol that rthe
availability of food per head per
day has come down to 10.13
gram only. Considering the
present population the country
nevds 10-15 million tons of

Vilk 2.5-3.00 million tons ol
Meat aned 1250- 1500 million
vEggs poer  annoum.  For
developne it of human body
and for maintcnance ol good

health and cnergy a4 man
requires 61.6% of water. | 5%
wotein. 17.0% fats and oils,
L}. 1% minerals and 6.0 gram of

vitamin.All these requirements
if Put together will help in
building up physical. mental
and spiritual qualities of
woman and man and help them
it their participation of social
activities.

Food for all s a basic human
right amnd to ensure this basic
right we have to ensure the
availability of lood like rice.
pulses. oil. sugar. fish and meat.
eggs. fruits and vegetables etc. A

ced food helps in the body
growth. It gives energy for work.
protects the body from attack of
diseases, Water helps in
balancing the liquid substance
of the body and helps in the
excretion of unwanted
substances. All the above fact
reminds us that we have to
ensure supply of food for

to urbanisation process. So the
only remedy to this problem is
to increase the crop intensity
which is 1709 at present hy
adopting cultivation in the
same land with more than one
crop. adoption of cultivation of

diversified crops and over all
increase of per acre vield. If we
consider | -2700 kilo calorie

as the standard range for our
daily food intake, then we shall
have to increase the production
of cereal. pulses, oilseeds. fish
and neat. sugar and gur etc. Ly
6-8 times. So In the present
situation if we keep the rate of
population growth below 2%
and daily need of kilo calorie at
1900, we need 11 million
hectare of land to meet up the
requirement of rice for total
wpulation. If 10% of land is
xept aside for other crons then

Data showing the progress of growth in the agriculture sector:
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- 11990-9] 1199]1-92 ]1992-¢ 003-94 [1994-9
Agriculture 1.6 2.2 1.8 1.8 0.2
Sub-sectors

a) Crop 1.2 1.7 0.8 0.5 -2.0
I Forestry 2.1 2.4 3.0 3.0 4.5
¢) Livestook 2.9 3.6 6.2 6.2 9.0
{ ‘ _'_!L . - - ﬁ& F_., L) E. -

reqquired calories lor every
citizen of the country either by
producing them inside the
country or through import anl
rational distribution.

Rice is our staple food. At
present we can produce 90% ol
rice and only 20-30% of
proteinous our food like fish
and meat. As a result we are
gradually becoming victims of
malnutrition. 1t is estimated
that 66.5% of our population
arc suffering from wvarious
diseases of malnutrition.

( ‘onsidering the need of 450 gr.
of rice or \:'Lgt:al per head per rgy
and the rate of present
population growth, we shall
recjuire 2 crore 60 lakh tons of
rice by 2000 AD for which 1
crore 32 h hectares ol land
Iwhich is | 5 times ter than
the presenfCcultivable land) will
bhe needed to be brought under
cultivation il present rate of pe
acre yield is not increased. Bul
the're is no scope for increase ol
cultivable land. On the
contrary. the area of cultivable

land is gradually declining due

the land needed for’ padd
cultivation will be 12 to 2
million hectares. Besides. 45-
50% of agricultural land is
inundated by flood where at
best 2 crops can be grown in a

year. On the other hand it is
really very hard to increase the
crop intensity upto the desired
level of 250%. Further we need
to 15% of total land free of
crop cultivation to maintain

environmental and ecological
balance.

The reason for lower rate of
ﬁmwth in agriculture sector
during 1993-94 and 1994-95 is
attributed to continuous
drought. flood. othertnatural
calamities and artificial crisis
of fertilizer for which the
roduction of T. Aman and

ro was adversely aflected
while the rate of growth in

livestock and fisheries
subsector has been
signilicantly increased. For

proper supplement of lood

requirement in addition to
cervals, these are need for
animal and plant protein
which is quite in dearth in the
country as a result of which
50% of bables are born
underweight, 65.5% of adult

population suffers from
rualnutrition and 75% women
and children suffer from
aneutia.

S0 to ensure balanced lood for
our entire population by the end
of this century. we need Lo
increase production ol various
crops as follows Tuber Crops
60-70%. pulses 75-80%.
vegetable crop 80-85%. Fruits
20-309%. Fats & oil 50-60% and
animal protein 20-30%. To
Altain success at this end the
area under paddy cultivation
should be brought down to 80
lakh hectare and utilising this
land to produce 2 crore 20 lakh
tons of rice by increasing per
hectare yield.
There is no denying the lact
that in the present availability
of cultivable land we cannot do
anything in a haste to get
h;Ehﬂ production. We need to
take-up long and short-term
sustainable plan for expansion
ol improved technologies for
gradual improvement of soil
roductivity by utilizing of
norganic fertilizer along with
organic manure, adupting
appropriate crop rotation an
farm management, making
arra-ngement for agricultural
credit and a sound m;rkttlr‘g
: r pr
:r“_[anmr:.' mechanisation and
strengthening of Agricultural
extension, etc, We have to give
due focus on socio-economic
cnnlditinn of the [ariners as
well.

The slogan ‘Food lor All' is not
the responsibility of
Government alone. It is the

responsibility of general mass
as well who may coine forward
for active participation with an
earnest goal. Finally, the
Universal declaration on
human right (1948) recognisc
that “everyone has the right to a
standard of living adequate for
the health and well-being of
himsell and his family.
including food.”

* Director-General. Departnwnt of

Khamarbari. FHHEE . Dhakal2l5s

Agricultural Exiension,
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