DHAKA SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1995

The Barily Star 11

message to Arab women
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BUENOS AIRES, Oct 14:

Phil Minshull writes from London

An Argentine re-
ports that Diego Maradona RSy R MR B T R :
to fuuwtm E: f:mpg ,i:l- ﬂeeoldmduhmbymmnﬂmmﬂmm andSynﬂ’lGhﬂdaShmm

at the recent World Athletics Championships in Gothenburg was an unprece-

Mﬁdﬁkﬂbmﬂuﬁh&rumtﬂmmhhdymm“m
beyond the athletics track. Gemm:NmnSemmha&uﬂhmmhngwﬁ

Britain's Queen Elizabeth II,
former Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev and ex-UN chief

Pakutan lk:ppar Rameez REIJB &xecutmg A dahcﬁte squara drﬁre on hls way fur a recﬂrd mghth ton in one-day match
which also helped the world champions to beat West Indies by 15 runs in the Champions' Trophy in Sharjah on Friday.
Raja remained unbeaten on 104 as Pakistan raced on to score a comfortable 242 for four.

— AFP/ UNB photo

Arambagh in
All-India Gov
Gold Cup

GANGTOK, Oct 14: Army
Eleven ousted Peerless Club
of Calcutta from the 17th All-
India Governor's Gold Cup by
handing them a 1-0 defeat,
while hosts, Sikkim Football
Association went down 1-2 to
Bangladesh's Arambagh Krira

Sangha in the first quarter-
final match of the tourna-
ment here at the local sta-
dium today, reports PTI.

Army players made re-
peated forays into the Peer-
less bastion in the first half
and their efforts paid divi-
dends in the 2Bth minute.
Striker Pushkar Bhandari
scored the all-important goal.
He penetrated the rival de-
fence with a sudden burst of
speed and banged home the
ball from the top of the box
into the far corner of the net

The Peerless forwards
made some determined ef-
forts for an equaliser, but did
not succeed. Striker Dipen
Dutta unleashed a powerful [

shot in the second
half which curved viciously
towards the rival goalpost

unlytnbcpunchndlmyby
the Army custodian.

In the first quarter-final
match between Sikkim Foot-
ball Association and Aram-
bagh Krira Sangha. the hosts
were edged out by the for-
eign team by 2-1.

The visitors forged ahead
in the 22nd minute after
Babu Das tapped home Bi-
plab's floater from the right
wing.

Immediately after the
breather, the winners in-
creased their tally to two --
captain Roxy dribbled past
several rival defenders from
the midfield and netted in
the ball.

Egged on by cheering
home crowd, the Sikkim

made some speedy

MILAN, Oct 14:
Internazionale
said on Friday
Roy Hodgson
would take over
as coach of the

Italian Serie A club after
Switzerland gave him the go-
ahead, reports Reuter.

"We have offered him a
contract, | think that is well
known," said a spokeswoman
at the club.

"He is very pleased to be
coming here.”

The Swiss Football Asso-
ciation said earlier that the

could sign for In-
ter only if he also coaches the
Swiss national team until his
contract with them ends
next June 30, after the Euro-

pr:.nn Championship in Eng-

Thc Swiss FA said in a
statement, "Although Roy
Hodgson has a contract with
the ASF till June 1996, he is

Ball now in Roy's court

authorised to sign a contract
as trainer with Internazionale
of Milan.

"A particular condition
pending Internazionale's
agreement is that Roy Hodg-
son remains trainer of the
national team as long as the
ASF thinks if necessary up to
June 30, 1996."

The Inter spokeswoman
noted the last aph was
carefully warded and did not
necessarily mean Hodgson
had to stay with Switzerland
until June.

"We have always had the
best relations with Switzer-
land as a matter of polite-
ness,” she said.

“We appreciate they have a
problem in replacing Hodg-
son immediately so they are
asking us to do them a
favour.”

The spokeswoman said In-
ter did not plan any formal
ntat:m:nt on Hodgson's ar-

Hodgson, 48, the most
succ:csaﬁ.ll national trainer in
the history of Swiss soccer,
steered Switzerland to the
1994 World Cup after a 28-
year break.

By beating Hungary 3-0 in
their last European Group
three qualifier Switzerland
virtually ensured a berth for
the first time in the Champi-
onship finals in England next

year.

Italian media reports have
assessed his likely salary as
900.000 dollars a year.

And Inter president Mas-
simo Moratti is said to be
agreeable that Hodgson stays
on as Swiss national coach till
his contract with the Swiss
FA ends.

According to Swiss media
reports Hodgson earns aro-
und 350,000 dollars a year
and is also eligible for

performance bonuses as are
the team.

‘NIMES, France,
Oct 14: World
number one Wa-
ng Tao settled a
score over south
Korea's Kim
in the men's

Teak-Soo
singles World Cup Table
Tennis here on Friday for his
‘moral” defeat amid glue
controversy at this year's

World Championships,
reports AFP.

Wang won 21-17, 22-20 in
this last group match be-
tween (o players who had al-
ready qualified on Thursday,

to win Group A and take spot

in today’'s quarterfinal draw.

Wang lost to world num-
ber four Kim in the World
Championships quarterfinal
in Tianjin, China. in May, be-
fore one of the most contro-
versial incidents ever in the
sport. -

Wang. a six times world
champion in doubles and
leam events, was reinstated
when the Kofean was dis-
qualified for using glue with
high levels of a banned subs-
tance.

Buli Wang wenl on to lose

the semifinal and, he admit-
ted here, he was more than
content with his bronze
medal.

"l had morally lost the
match,” Wang said, "Even if |
had gone on to take the
world title, people would
have remembered | lost in
the quarter-final. It was satis-
fying toe beat Kim fair and
squre this time."

The 28-year old Wang, a
lefthanded Olympic doubles
champion, is the favourite for
Sunday's 33,000 dollar top
prize in this 16-man invita-
tion event.

Wang joins Kim, France's
Patrick Chila. Belgium's Jean-
Michel Saive, France's Jean-
philippe Gatien, China's liu
Guoliang, China's world
champion Kong Linghui and
Germany's European Masters
Champion Jorg Rosskopl in
the last eight.

Saive. who had to use his
reserve recquet after damag-
ing his bat against the table,
easily beat Canada's world
number 14 Johnny Huang
21-12, 21-12 for his second
win in group C.
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Wang settles old score

And Liu also notched his
second victory with a 21-10,

21-10 thrashing of world-
ranked 246 Francisco de

Armas of Cuba, putting him
into the last eight.

Gatien thrashed Nigeria's
Sule Olaleye, world-ranked
115. 21-13, 21-14 for his
second win to qualify. How-
ever, he finished second in
his group after losing 21-19,
21-18 to Saive late on Friday.

Lius 21-17, 21-17 late
defet of Sweden's Peter
Karisson meant Kong took
the second spot to Liu in
group B.

And Rosskopfs 22-20, 21-
16 victory over Olympic
champion Jan-ove Waldner
meant the was runner-up to
Chila in group D.

Those two results meant if
was only the second time in
the 16-year history of the
World Cup that a Swede has
not reached the last eight.

Three-times European
champion Mikael Appelgren
could only make 1llth in
Kuala Lumpur in 1981, and
no Swedes competed in Ho
Chi Minh city three years ago.

Harkes to bid
Engiandbye

LONDON, Oct 14:
can international .Jahn
Harkes is leaving English
First Division derby at the
end of the season and return-
ing home in a 500.000
pounds sterling (786, 900
dollars) deal with the United
States Soccer Federation. re-

| ports Reuter.

Harkes, who cost derby
800,000 pounds when he
joined from Sheffield
Wednesday two years ago. is
to play in the new American
league next season.

The New Jersey-born
midfielder, who played in the
1994 World Cup finals, won a
League Cup Winners' medal
with the Wednesday in 1991.

Sumo i1n
limelight

PARIS, Oct 14: French
President Jacques Chirac on
Friday presented the first
trophy in a sumo wrestling
tournament here that is to
continue until Sunday. re-
ports AFP

Chirac handed the cup to
Hawalian Taro Akebono. 26.
weighing 231 kilograms (508
pounds), after he had de
feated his somewhat slimmer
rival, Joji Takanohana, 23
weighing 152 kilograms (334
pounds). Both men are
Yokozuna, or grand champi-
ons, one of the highest classi-
fications in the sumo hierar-
chy

Javier Perez de Cuellar by |} with one

addressing the Oxford Union |— i, : . e =

Society, reports AFP. LGERIA'S Hassiba athlete to come from these of the government for her
Buenos Aires Daily Pagina- Boulmerka and Sy- countries — regardless of efforts.

12 said the former captain of
Argentina, back in football
after serving out the second
15-month drugs ban of his
career, is to address the
prestigious debating society
on November 6.

Among the 900 guests for
the event will be Maradona's
friend and co-founder of the
new International Profes-
sional Footballers Association,
Manchester United star Eric
Cantona, himself back from
an eight-month ban for at-
tacking a Crystal Palace fan in

January.

_Ctg soccer
MSC Blues left

in the blues

Sports Reporter

Friends Club recorded a
comfortable 2-0 win over
Mohammedan Sporting Blues
in the CJKP Elite Paint First
Division football league at the
Chittagong Stadium yester-
day.

In a rather one-sided af-
fair, striker Masum put
Friends into the lead in the
17th minute after receiving a
neat cross from medio Rubel
deep into the opponent box.

Rubel, who remained the
linch-pin of every Friends’
sorties, then ensured a facile
win in the 32nd minufe witk
a gem of a goal.

The nimble forward,
latching on a through pass,
dodged past a couple of Mo-

hammedan defenders before
unleashing a hard low drive
to seal the fate of the match
rather prematurely.

In the other engagement
of the day. Masum struck the
all-important goal midway
through the second half to
inspire Chittagong Port Au-
thority to a lone goal win over
Rising Star.,

After a barren first half
Masum ed off the winner
nthe
enrushing Rising Star custo-
dian Babloo.

National King
Fan b'ball

Sports Reporter

Saint Gregory's High
School completed the semi-
final line up of the third Na-
tional King Fan Metropolis
Schools Basketball champi-
onship yesterday after win-
ning their final Group A
match 71-32 against Bangla-
desh Navy School at the
Dhanmondi Gymnasium.

It was the second victory
for the Gregorians in three
matches which confirmed for
them at least the second spot
in group B. BAF Shaheen
School, Dhaka, who have won
both their premious two out-
ings and will play their last
group encounter against BDR
School and College today will
fill the other berth from the
group. The winners led the
first half 29-7.

Prabal and Moinul caged
in 20 and 16 points respec-*
tively for the Gregorians
while Mazharul of Navy Sch-
ool was the highest scorer of
the match with 24 points.

In the days other en-
gagement, BAF Shaheen
School. Kurmitola beat BDR
Public School and College 48-
33

This was the first win for
Shaheen School in three
group B matches while the
outcome was worse for BDR
Publics School who suffered
their third concecutive de-
feat yesterday.

mitnute over-an =«

ria's Ghada Shouaa
would seem to have little in
common — other than being
Arab women and winning
gold medals at the recent
World Athletics' Champion-
ships in Sweden.

Boulmerka is an urbane,
sophisticated Muslim who
spends much of her time liv-
ing in Italy because of the
threats from fundamentalists
she has been subjected to at
home.

The 27-year-old from
Constantine is an experi-
enced middle-distance run-
ner whose gold medal tri-
umph in the 1,500-metres at
the August World Champion-
ships adds impressively to
her victories over the same
distance at the 1991 World
Championships and the 1992
Olympics.

By contrast, Shouaa has
literally come down from the
hills around her home in
Moharda, 200 kilometres
from the capital Damascus.

She is a Coptic Christian
who, despite victories in the
heptathlon at the last two

Asian Games, was a virtual 4
novice on the global stage

until her surprising victory in
Sweden.

As the gold medals were
hung around their necks,
both athletes had a single
message for Arab womern,

“This is a particularly im-
portant victory for Algeria.
There are not so many
women in Islamic sport,”
said Boulmerka.

“l endorse her senti-
ments,” said Shouaa. "I hope
my win will encourage Arab
girls to take up sport.”

The question of Arab
women participating in ath-
letics is a thorny one in many
countries across the Maghreb
(the Arabic countries of
north-west Africa) where the
rise of Islamic fundamental-
ism and a host of other cul-
tural problems has put
formidable obstacles in the
way of ywﬁh: runners.

- Morocco's Nawal EIl-
Moutawakil managed to hur-
dle those obstacles and more.
At the 1984 Olympics, she
won the 400 metre hurdles
to open the door to athletics
for Arab women. But because
of Morocco's position on the
periphery of the Arab world,
her victory had only a mini-
mal impact at the time.

El-Moutawakil, a tireless
campaigner for women's
athletics, particularly in the
Middle East, was elected to
the International Amateur
Athletic Federation Council
in Gothenburg and so the is-
sue of Arab women's devel-
opment is now firmly back on
the sporting agenda. But
there is a lot of ground to be
made up in the countries of
Africa and Asia.

It was noticeable that no
female athletes from Iran,
Irag, Qatar and Saudi Arabia
competed in Gothenburg,
although the IAAF would have
paid for at least one woman

their standard.

While Boulmerka's success
would certainly have inspired
some women from those
places, the problems she has

had to overcome might well

discourage others. In Algeria
she has been subjected to
threats from Islamic funda-
mentalists and as a young girl

she was frequently spat on or
pelted with stones while at
training.

After her gold medal tri-
umph at the 1991 World
Championships — the first
achieved by an Arab or
African woman athlete — the
Algerian imams pronounced a
kofr, a denunciation., of

Boulmerka, for “running with
naked legs in front of thou-

sands of men.”
Her tongue-in-cheek re-
sponse was that although she

was a Muslim, traditional
Islamic garb might inhibit
her stride.

Her high profile. ggitigism

of the fundamentalists and

their terror campaign has
made her a target for public
vilification and death thireats
from the Armed Islamic
Group (GIA], the Islamic ter-
rorist wing of the Islamic
Salvation Front (FIS).

“I am a danger to the fun-
damentalists,” she said, "l
am a symbol to the young that
women do not have to hide
behind their chadors [veils
worn by Muslim women to
cover the head and body).”

With 75 per cent of
Algerians under the age of
30, Boulmerka has a large
audience for her thoughts.
But the Algerian government,
in a quandary about whether
to appease or suppress the
fundamentalist feeling, has
done little to protect her — a
position she has been openly
critical about,

While Boulmerka has had
to tread her own hazardous
path to athletics stardom,
Shouaa has had the support

“They have paid for my
training since 1 was 15,” said
the former basketball inter-
national who started out as a
Cross country runner. .

“They gave me a house
when | won the Asian Games
last year and there will be an
official reception for me
when I get back. The presi-
dent follows what I do very
closely,” she says.

The government has paid
for extensive coaching abroad
and she is now helped by the
former Soviet coach, Kim
Bukhantsev, who guided
Faina Melnik to an Olympic
discus gold medal in 1972.

It is likely that Shouaa will
find herself a pawn in the
Assad regime’s plans to stunt
the rise of Islamic fundamen-
talism in his own country.
She quickly became a
ganda vehicle for the
of President Hafez al-Assad
after she snatched the gold
medal with a dramatic run in
the last of the heptathlon’s
disciplines, the 800 metre.

Shouaa toes the Ba'athist
party line very closely. The
Syrian Amateur Athletics

p Association President, Mowa-
fak Jomaa, was by her side

throughout the post-race
interviews and the former
Syrian army major general
whispered the correct an-
swers to her in response to
journalists questions.

When one st asked
Jomaa to let the athlete an-
swer for herself, the atmo-
sphere turned very sour.

The saddest indication
that Shouaa was being ma-
nipulated was her discourte-
ous habit of ignoring ques-
tions from the Israeli journal-
ists present and her re-
sponse when asked who her
greatest sporting hero was.

She passed over the greats
of world athletics and even

ignored Joseph Atiyeh, a
wrestler who won a silver

medal at the 1984 Olympics,
Syria’s only previous medal at

world champienship--level.

Instead. she opted for Basin

- Assad, the Syrian president’s

son who won an equestrian
medal at the 1987 Medi-
terranean Games.

Boulmerka and Shouaa
now have their sights set on
the Olympics in Atlanta next
year. Boulmerka will be de-
fending her 1,500 metre ti-
tle: Shouaa, who finished
25th at the Barcelona Olym-
pics, says she can break the
world heptathlon record
there and establish herself as
the undisputed number one
in her event.

Whatever they achim
both women will no doubt
use this glittering stage again
to encourage Arab women to
realise their petential in the
world of sport. — Gemini

About the author: Phil
Minshull writes extensively
about athletics for British na-
tional newspapers and broad-
casts for the BBC World
Service.

Primo hopes for the best

—

T

World athletics
chief Primo
I Nebiolo said on
Thursday that
the 1996 Grand
Prix would turn global with

l PARIS. Oct 14

" new meetings being staged in

Tokyo and Moscow.
Reuler.

“We have sought to make
the IAAF Grand Prix more in-
ternational.” said Nebiolo, the
president of the International
Amateur Athletics Federation
during the IAAF's calendar
congress on Thursday.

reports

Nebiolo added that the
Grand Prix final would be
held in Milan on September
7 and that the prize money
for the event would be vastly
increased.

Nebiolo added that second
category meetings — dubbed
Grand Prix |l meetings —
would also be held in Mel-
bourne. Johannesburg and
New Delhi in February and
April.

"In the past., we had two
meetings in the US and one
in Brazil. All the other Grand
Prix meetings took place in

Taro Akebono (L) of United States receives a trophy from French President Jacques
Chirac after defeating Japanese Koji Tokanohana in an exhibition sumo show held in

Paris on October 14

—AFP/UNB photo

Europe,” he said.

"“Now we're going to show
that all continents are able to
stage Grand Prix events,”
Nebiolo said.

Meetings outside
Grand Prix will also take
place in Jakarta, Cape Town,
Vancouver and St Petersburg,
he added.

"Overall there will be 40
first class meetings next sea-
son compared to 34 last
year," Nebiolo said.

For the Grand Prix final in
Milan, 3.4 million dollars will
be on offer for top athletes,
compared to 2.3 million dol-
lars last year.

the

Both Grand Prix winners
will collect 250.000 dollars.
Athletes who break a world
record will receive 100,000
dollars and 50.000 dollars
will be awarded for each
event

"I wish I were Michael
Johnson,” Nebiolo said.

American 200 metres and
400 metres specialist John-
son topped this year's overall

| Grand Prix standings.

The [AAF boss said he was

especially thrilled by the

prospect of a Grand prix
meeting in Moscow on June
7. eapecially as "the Russian
lederation is one of the most
important members of the
LAAF “

A meeting will also be
held in Atlanta on May 18 to
inaugurate the stadium where
the athletics events are to be
staged at the Olympics.



