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Asia with Less Water

The International Rice Research Institute
(IRRI) has come up with a gloomy prediction
for Asia. A severe water crisis is likely to spell a
disaster for the region in 30 years' time. Years
of heavy use of fertilizers, pesticides and other
chemicals for boosting agricultural production
are going to be responsible for such a critical
situation.

Between 1955 and 1990, availability of water
per capita recorded a decline by 40-60 per
cent and we are already experiencing a water
crunch. Starting from the capital to the north
of the country, the ground water level has
fallen between 10 and 30 feet. In the south of
the country, the invasion of saline water from
the sea into the rivers has become an insur-
mountable problem. With each passing year
this problem, we believe, will only aggravate.
The subsidence of the ground water table has
been alarming on the whole. If the pollution
factor attributed to indiscriminate use of agri-
cultural inputs of the chemical variety is taken
into consideration, we appear to be destined
for a doomsday, as it were.

Now here is a dilemma. Agriculture being
the biggest consumer of water, an input that
made the Green Revolution possible accounting
for a doubling of rice production in Asia be-
tween 1965 and 1985, we are left with few
options to wriggle out of the situation. The
need for food is great but the spectre of less
and less water forces on us some constraints
either to go for alternative agricultural methods
or limited use of the precious water. That
means acceptance of a reduction of food out-
put. The first choice seems to be pursuable.
Following the second course voluntarily is un-
thinkable. In this case a better system of water
management seems to hold the key. Water is
more than abundant when we don't need it. But
we are yet to make good use of the excess wa-
ter during the monsoons. There is a need for
harnessing this natural resource in a planned
way so as to overcome the scarcity of water in
the lean season.

HBFC Loans

On available indications, the House Building
Finance Corporation (HBFC) has decided to re-
duce its rates of interest on loans, effective
from January 1, 1996. Housing loan in the
metropolitan area will carry an interest of 11
per cent in place of 12 per cent being
charged now. For the outlying areas it will be 9
permtinltndufﬂltprumtmtcuflﬂ per cent.

,.hhe one per cent reductien across the board

may. look somewhat n > but it is not re-
».Hjt so. After the first instalment of the repay-
ment is made it will be deducted from the
amount and - it is on the remainder
that a simple rate of interest would be charged.
As a result, the effective rate of interest for the
metropolitan area will be 9.35 per cent in
place of the flat 11 per cent and for the rest of
the country 7.65 per cent is against the 9 per
cent flat.

_There are going to be some other incentives,
too. The grace period for loan repayment is be-
ing extended upto a full year. A borrower will
start repaying one year after he has drawn the
last instalment of loan. Furthermore, those who
will pay back the loans regularly will have big-
ger rebates than were allowed beforehand.

The defaulting borrowers are being specially

ed to avail themselves of this oppor-
tunity and clear ‘their dues without ado. If
those who have attracted penal rate of interest
for delinquency start repaying their loans they
will get a rebate of 50 per cent. Should they
return the full amount in one go, the waiver
will be upto 90 per cent of the penal interest.

The HBFC had gone in a limbo due to the
burden of unrecovered loans. Now that it is
co forward with a greater sense of reality
— and hopefully, enough funds — it should be
able to work smoothly. As the last resort for
men of moderate means who yearn for roofs of
their own overhead, HBFC has a vital role to

play in the housing sector.

ions to Rotblat

peace prize citations have always held

N
a special meaning and the one made this year
has been no exception to this rule; except for
the fact perhaps that it has had a sharp topical
reference to France's nuclear tests.

The joint Nobel Laureate for Peace this year

are Polish-born British hynlclst
Joseph Rotblat and the anti-nuclear Pugwash
, of which he is the moving force.

‘ E hlshfe'umiaﬂunlikethelatcla-

1m Bertrand Russell's to campaign against
nuclear armament. His appeal has been di-
rected towards the social responsibility of the
_Mﬁﬂluﬂhumdoinmmmadupinthc
gem of an expression: "rational expectations."”

Despite the end of the cold war era as we
knew it, nuclear pursuits continue to feature in
international politics in a perhaps more
chaotic fashion than before in what is now a
multipolar world.
- . France’s nuclear tests bear a testimony not
| only to her nationalist ego but also to the hypo-
critical contradiction manifest in the world
order. If the big powers have decided — as they
seem to have — that they would need the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty in 1996 only after
‘they have acquired their nuclear arsenals and
perfected them to their full satisfaction, then
tl'lrezkm surely taking the rest of the world for
Il

We have great use for men like Rotblat today;
for, he lends a moralist fervour to the cause for
@ nuclear-free world. Congratulations to Nobel
Committee, Joseph Rotblat and the Pugwash.

EMOCRACY is more
D than a way ol govern-

ing; it is also an idea.
Since ideas are the 'prin
ciples’ which guide our
behaviour, we shall examine
democratic political theory as
the pattern of ideas permeat-
ing our political activity.

All political theories are
buit on certain fundamental
beliefs or assumptions about
the nature of man, the nature
of society, and the nature of
politics. The democratic view
of the nature of man is based
on the principles of equality
and humanitarianism. Equal-
ity asserts that all men have
equal intrinsic moral worth,
as humans, with potential
that deserves opportunity to
emerge.

Added to the concept of
equality is the belief in man's
humanitarianism. The con-
cept of humanitarianism im-
plies that man is capable of
promoting the welfare of
others, as well as himsell
implying that cooperation is
more basic than conflict.

The democratic view of
the nature of society is based
on the principles of individu-
alism and progress. The con-
cept of individualism asserts
that societal arrangements
are judged by their effect on
the individual, who is valued
more than any segment of
society. The progress exalted
by democratie theory takes
two forms : a) the constant
attempt to realize the basic
values of democracy; b) the
continuing effort to 'prevent
the loss of gains already
made.

The democratic view of
the nature of politics is based
on the principles of majority
rule and freedom of dissent.
Majority rule is the funda-
mental operational principle
of democratic government. It
implies two things. First, it
applies to the electoral pro-

cess,
who gets the largest number
of votes in an election be-
comes the representative for

jority is competent

by Dr Mustafa Chowdhury

Wﬁmmmmmbym&wblwm is formed and expressed begin to lose their vigor,
democracy itself is in danger. Mqjorities and minorities must be free to give and take in the
‘'market place of ideas.'

in that the candidate

the societal unit. Second, it
applies when the representa-
tives make policy decisions.
However, the doctorine of
majority rule is by no means
absolute for not even the ma-
to speak
perfectly or permanently for
all. For example, if a majority
decided to abolish one of the
basic freedoms, such as the
right to speak freely. free-
dom of assoclation, or the
right of franchise, the sys-
tem would cease to be demo-
cratic. Such tampering with
democratic values, even by
the majority, is normally
considered to be unaccept-
able in democratic political
systems.

A corollary of the limita-
tion on the principle of ma-

jority rule is that the minor-

ity will accept decisions of
the majority as long as the
majority does not violate
such democratic values as
political equality and the
right to franchise. A political
system ceases to be demo-
cratic if the minority refuses
to abide by a policy decision
of the majority or if the ma-
jority takes an extreme mea-
sure to suppress the legiti-
mate rights of the minority
and the people in general.
Therefore, the principle
of majoritarianism itself im-
plies the corollary principle
of freedom of dissent. If to-
day's minority were deprived
of the right to try to become
tomorrow's majority, majority
rule in a continuing sense

would be dead.
What is Democratic Gov-
ernment?

Democracy is one way of
governing. Governing is al-
ways carried out by relatively
few people in all systems,
whether democratic or totali-
tarian. A responsible relation-
ship between the rulers and
the ruled is the distinguish-
ing mark of a democracy
Those who rule must be re-
sponsive to the demands and

needs of the people. If this
responsible relationship does
not exist, authoritarianism
persists. Democracy, as a
means of governing, is more
precisely a means of deciding
who shall govern. Majority
rule and protection of minor-
ity rights to disagree without
loss of individual rights are
the essence of democratic
government.

Democratic government
depends on certain peculiar
institutions, some official and
some unofficial. For free
communication of ideas, we
rely on such agencies as the
press, pressure groups. and
the schools. A democratic
constitution such as the one
in the United States guaran-
tees freedom of speech,
freedom of press, and free-
dom of Association. When the
institutions by which publjic
opinion is formed and ex-
pressed begin to lose their
vigor, democracy itself is in
danger. Majorities and mi-
norities must be free to give
and take in the 'market place
of ideas '

Political parties are the

unofficial institutions, and a
free election system is the
official institution. These are
most essential for majority
rule on a continuing basis
Political parties enable
citizens to organize and win
control of the political
leadership positions. perfor-
ming the key input functions
of identification of interests
and leadership selection.
Elections give them an
opportunity to seek these
objectives peacefully and at
regular intervals. Democracy
counts ballots instead of
bullets; the citizens of a
democracy have the op-
portunity to express dissent
through political parties and
elections rather than through
underground conspiracies
and assassinations.

The crisis of demecracy

arises if the government can-
not sustain legitimacy. Legit-
imacy crisis occurs if the
government fails to promote
socio-economic develop-
ment, protect rights of the
people including the right to
exercise franchise. The pre-
sent crisis of democracy in
Bangladesh has apparently
stemmed from the failure of
the government to ensure
free and fair elections. Elec-
tions provide legitimacy to
the regime. If elections are
not held properly and if the
ruling party resorts to say,
vote rigging, then the crisis
of legitimacy emerges. The
present crisis has developed
as the ruling party, had al-
legedly resorted to vote rig-

ng. In the holding of some
of the by-elections to the
Jatiyva Sangsad. namely at

Mirpur. Bhola and
opponents say BNP was iﬂ—
volved in vote

The demand for a care-
taker government has thus
arisen as a result of the al-
leged manipulation of the
electoral process by the rul-
ing party. President Ershad
was overthrown by a mass
upsurge in 1990 for his in-
volveinent in rigging elec-
tions. Elections provide legit-
imacy to the system. Lack of
legitimacy was the main
cause of the mass upsurge.
The only alternative to break
the political stalemate, It
seems, is to hold the elec-
tions under a caretaker gov-
ernment. The caretaker gov-
ernment may be headed by
the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court, as Sheikh
Hasina, the Awami League
Chief, has suggested or it may
be headed by anyone accept-
able to both the government
and the . The for-
mation a caretaker gov-
ernment requires the will-
ingness and ability of leaders
to negotiate and reach com-
promise. Negotiations and
compromises among politi-
cal elites lie at the heart of
the democratisation process.

The initiative to resolve
the present political crisis
should come from Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia. Under
the parliamentary system of
government, the prime min-
ister is the most powerful
person in the country. The
government is the prime au-
thority of the country and the
prime minister is the master

of the government. Thus the
PM must feel the pulse of the
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people and try to know true
and genuine public opinion
on matters which confront
the nation. The PM should
give the opposition a feeling

that the government will not
ride '

tlol'ltnﬂln‘lldlmh.lmd
like to conclude with Harold

Laski's observation on the

the less danger there is of an
inability to effect the com-
promises that maintain social
peace.”

The writer is of
Political Science, Dhaka Uni-
versity.

ANGLADESH is per-

haps, passing through

the most difficult
period in its history. It seems
a possibility that the hard
fought freedom from auto-
cracy that was won by the
people in December 1990
may slip away once again.
Most of the patriotic citizens
of the country sincerely de-
sire the end of the t
political impasse. Yet m
solutior seeins apparent Bid
forthcoming.

Many reasons have been
shown as to why the country
has reached this hopeless
state of deadlock. Perhaps,
the primary cause has been
the inahility of the members
of the national assembly to
sustain the spirit with which
they passed the 11th and
12th Amendments. More
specifically, a few incidents
would appear to be responsi-

ble for the wide chasm that
has appeared between the

viewpoints of the government
and the op tion.

The first among them was
Mr Nazmul Huda's remarks
against the opposition mem-
bers in connection with He-
bron Mosque killings and the

consequent uproar it caused
in the National . Had

the Prime Minister acted
decisively following the op-
position's demand for an un-
conditional apology from the
Minister concerned, the op-
position members would not

A Referendum May Help Resolve
the Present Political Crisis

by Ghulam Akbar Chowdhury

have boycotted Parliament for
such a long time.

The second was the Mir-
pur and M a by elections.
The opposition made vehe-
ment protests against serious
frregularities and vote rig-
ging. In this case also, the
personal initiative of the
Prime Minister could have
soothed the opposition's dis-
satisfaction by initiating dis-
cussions with them, even by
agreeing to re-elections in
those two seats. BNP had
clear majority in the House.
If. under a free and fair elec-
tion. BNP were to lose a seat,
.they would have lost little but
could have gained much
needed credibility. And the
opposition in return could
not have come up with their
present demand for election
under a neutral. non-partisan
government.

The third was the opposi-
tion's announcement in ad-
vance of an en masse resig-
nation on 28 December 1994
if their dual demands of the
resignation of the Prime Mir.-
ister 30 days before election
and elections under a care-
taker governmeni were not
accepted. With no response
forthcoming from the Prime
Minister, the opposition was

left with no alternative but to
resign on the 28th as
promised. Yet, on the wvery.
next day, the Prime Minister
announced her decision to
xe - & before. elec-
tions. TH
in this case. The PM's an-
nouncement prior to the res-
ignation of the opposition
could have diminished theé
cause of impasse to certain
extent.

Today almost all opposi-
tion parties have taken the
position that free and fair
elections cannot be held un-
der the present government.
They will not participated in
any election which is not
held under a neutral care-
taker government. They fur-
ther say that three consecu-
tive elections of the parlia-
ment should be held under
caretaker governments,
headed preferably by the
Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court, as in 1991. They do
not understand why BNP op-
poses the idea as it provides
equal opportunities to all the
political parties.

The Prime Minister, on
the other hand, has been in-
sisting on the point that her
party has been democratically
elected and her government

is different from the auto-
cratic government of H M
Efshad and therefore the
same formula of caretaker
government cannot be ap-
plied in the present instance.

¢ essence - Yet gge declared on 29 De-
" cember 1994 that she would

resign 30 days before the
election. which clearly im-
plied that her government
would not be in power during
election period. This means
that she has virtually ac-
cepted election under a neu-
tral government.

She has since stated in
ni.any public meetings that
pe-ople have not given her the
right to violate the constitu-
tion. But recently the Home
Minister, Mr Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, announced in a
public meeting that Mizanur
dalunan CLowvdaury's f- mula
of a caretaker government
could be an acceptable
proposition. He later said his
statement was made on be-
half of the party.

If we sit through the
above, three clear points
emerge (1} Opposition
leader Sheikh Hasina's de-
mand that the PM must step
down 90 days before election

to pave the way for a care-

taker government, (2] the

Prime Minister's decision to
resign 30 days before the
election, (3) BNP's tentative
acceptance of the Mizan

Chowdhury formula llp stated
by Abdul Matin C ).
which says that the ||

dissolve the Parliami:nt. will
resign her post, and refuse to
accept the request of the
President to continue as PM
and accept a neutral person,
agreed by the concerned
parties, as head of the in-
terim

Thus, the gap between the
government and tion is
not so wide. A solution is
possible. Why then is it not
happening? Could the cause
be a deteriorating relation-
ship between the two lead-
ers, which was revealed .dur-
ing the Prime Minister's re-
cent discussions with the
leading newspaper editors?

But then personal feelings
cannot override the interests
of the 12 crore people of this
country. Because of the in-
transigent attitude of the po-
litical leaders, the poor peo-
ple of this country cannot
suffer and cannot be asked to
make sacrifices by fasting
during the hartal period.
Both the opposition and the
government are egually re-

sponsible for today's political
impasse.

The Prime Minister has
reiterated over and again that
people have not empowered
her to violate the constitu-
people's verdict on this issue.
It is clearly stated in Article
7 of the Constitution that (1)
"all powers of the Republic
belongs to the people” (2)
“this constitution is, as the
solemn expression of the will
of the people, the
law of the Republic”.

The verdict of the people
car, be obtaired through rel-
erendum to seek the people s

“.mandate to take decision on

the current issue impasse.
The Prime Minister may ad-
dress the nation by saying
that she is prepared to ac-
commodate the

demand 'within the frame-
work of the constitution’. And
although they (the rutm‘ lnd
opposition parties) differ

view, they want a solution ut'
the present political crisis,
but since after resignation of
the opposition, the present
strength of the parliament
members cannot amend the
constitution, if necessary, she
seeks people's mandate to
settle the present pelitical
crisis.

I am confident that this
will be a step in the right di-
rection to resolve the crisis
in question.
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Letters for publication in' these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

address.

'Save Dhaka, Clean

Dhaka Campaign'

Sir, As a resident of Dhaka
City | want to congratulate
"The Daily Star” and its dy-
namic editor Mr Mahfuz
Anam for taking the lead in
organising the Citizens' Rally
on 'Save Dhaka, Clean Dhaka
Campaign' on Friday before
last (15 Sept), and following
it up on last Friday (22 Sept)
when hundreds of scouts and
members of other youth or-
ganisations participated in
.cleaning up Dhaka city.This is
in the right tradition of ser-
vices to the community ren-
dered through media set by
Mr Anam's illustrious prede-
cessor Late S M Ali.

The tempo Aalready cre-
ated to present a clean city to
the citizens of Dhaka has now
to be sustained and evolved
into a regular conservancy
system. This will be the re-
sponsibility of Dhaka Dhaka
City Corporation, which is
not going to be an easy job in
which every household has
to play a responsible role.
Some suggestions : Every
household has to learn and
practise on a daily basis how
to collect and sort out the
accumulated garbage into
polythene packets before
they are taken to the nearest

dustbins. TV can play a major
role in this learning process
(b) The system of collection
of garbage by trucks and its
dumping at the dumping pits
has to be substantially im-
proved. The ugly sight of

open carrying the foul
sm garbage during traf-
fic peak hours has to be
stopped immediately. This
essential work has to be
completéd before dawn ev-
eryday using covered trucks.
Incentive payments should be
given to those who would be
made to work at odd hours

before dawn for this purpose.

(c) Volunteers may be ap-
pointed in each mahalla/ward
to assist in the cleaning
work. Some such system is in
vogue in Kalabagan area
which may be closely exam-
ined for introduction in all
the mahallas. (d) The ser-
vices of garbage disposal ex-
perts from other neighbour-
ing cities like Bangkok who

could help a sound
system of collection and dis-
posal of ge for Dhaka

city may be hired for as long
as necessary. (e)] Necessary
equipments and machineries
must be procured and man-
power hired to make the new
systemn work. If it needs extra
budget, the money could be
raised by adding a nominal

amount, say Tk 5/-,
city corporation rate per
assessee per year. (Nobody
should mind paying this
small amount as long they
find a distinct improvement
in the city's conservancy sys-
tem.) (f) A bio-gas plant using
garbage is reported to have
been recently commissioned
in Dhaka. The possibility of
multiplying such plants
should be examined on a pri-
ority basis. (g) Search for al-
ternative sites for garbage
dumping in future should be
started immediately.
Mahmood Aminul Islam
Dhanmondi R/A

Dhalax

Clean]inmofftmd
26 (old)

Sir, The Citizens' rally on
"Save Dhaka, Clean Dhaka" is
a focus on a common issue
not only for dwellers of this
capital city but also for all the
citizens living in other towns
and cities of the country.
This is a laudable but long felt
initiative — an initiative for
creating awareness among
people regarding keeping the
vicinity clean and live in a
healthy environment. I wel-
come the organizers of the
rally for their initiative and
believe that it will leave a
sustainable impact on our
mind to keep our own city
clean.

What can [ do for keeping
Dhaka City clean? 1 believe
my first responsibility is to

my own vicinity clean
through which | come and go
everyday primarily for my

on the .

own interest. Let me put for-
ward cleardiness status of an
area which [ frequent almost
everyday.

Our office has been shifted
to Road # 26 (old) of Dhan-
mondi R/A. Unlike others,
condition of this road in
Dhanmondi is highly de-
plorable in terms of its clean-
liness and construction. Ev-
eryday, as I enter this road, |
ponder what are the reasons
for which the cleanliness
conditions of the road is so

"bad? I find two main reasons

— firstly lack of care of Dhaka
City Corporation (DCC) and
secondly missing awareness
of local people. No footpaths,
bad shape of the main road
for long time negligence in
maintenance, small ditches
all over the road depict lack
of DCC's gare. On the other
hand, due to lack of aware-
ness of local people, garbages
are found scattered around
the garbage hoarder at the
vicinity of Satmasjid road
hardly keeping any space for
pedestrians to enter the road
and spreading bad smell
continuously. The condition
further deteriorates if it
rains. .

When we talk about clean-
liness of an area, we find two
sides involved local
dwellers and the DCC. While
the later is accountable for
keeping the city clean, the
citizens are responsible to
help them carry out cleaning
operation smoothly. For road
26 of Dhanmondi, like many
other areas, we find both
sides are responsible for the

prevailing awful condition.

DCC's part is to repair the
road and ditches so that wa-
ter do not clog. create foot-
paths for safe walking, re-
move garbages regularly, vis-
a-vis, the local dwellers have
to cooperate with DCC people
so that they can perform
their duty smoothly. But
nothing operates as desired.
It is needless to mention,
these services from DCC are
citizens' right for which they
pay taxes. It is observed that
many garbage-droppers from
the households come all the
way near the garbage reser-
voir and throw the garbage
around though the reservoir
is big enough to hold all daily
household-filth. The garbage
cleaners of DCC finds it diffi-
cult to remove scattered
dirts and as a result dirts
remain uncleaned causing
innumerable sufferings to the
pedestrians including school
children and patients.

The pitiable picture of a
posh area as ayed above
iIs a common picture of the
city. To revert this unaccept-
able picture, the Citizens'
Rally, unlike other rallies, has
triggered series of actions.
Let us all make these actions
successful and cooperate
with the volunteers who have
shown their commitment in
keeping this capital city
clean. In this regard, DCC's
role is .most vital. | echo with
the editor of The Daily Star
that the DCC should avail the
now-created citizens' senti-
ment of maintaining cleanli-
ness and convert the senti-
ment in to concrete actions.
The scouts are already in ac-

tions. 1 hope the local citi-
zens and the DCC authority
will take appropriate actions
in connection with cleaning
road no 26 of Dhanmondi

“R/A for mitigating sufferings

of pedestrians among whom
there are school children and

patients.

Md Muklesur Rahman
Dhanmondi R/A. Dhaka.

Erratic power supply
Sir, Pisciculture Housing
Society under Mohammadpur
Police Station is a very large
housing area consisting of
about 700 plots. In this area,
we do not have much prob-
lem with water supply and
gas, but electric supply is
very erratic, particularly at
night disruption of electricity
causes immense problem.
The worst-affected are the
inhabitants of Road NO. 1 and
2 of the area. On many occa-
sions, it was observed that
power supply in the entire
area was available
Road No. 1 and 2. When this
occurs, it takes about one to
two hours to restore the
power supply. On enquiry, it
is ascertained that a 200 KVA
transformer located at Road
No. 2 gets overloaded and
creates problem.

With a view to solving the
electricity problem of the
area, | fervently request
DESA to replace the trans-
former with a higher capacity
one and thereby mitigate the
sufferings of the people of
the area.

Mohammadpur, Dhalka- 1207



