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Article

System Failure?
Column : As | See It

Laws that are outda-
ted and discrimina-
tory; What is the state
of the rights of child-
ren?; and The world’s
women in 1995

Page 5
International

Taliban launch three-

Country faces
disadvantage in trade

donor countries, South

_CSE MARKET

CSE price index 38784 (+ 0.63%)
Market capital Tk 8128358970.00 biilion
Transactions in volure 245
Trangactions in value | « 3916250 milion

Dhaka and Tehran will sign a
number of MOUs on expan-
sion of cooperation in areas,
like energy. shipping, agri-
culture, telecommunication,
culture, environment, curb-
ing terrorism and avoidance

of double taxation.

tional Conference Centre
(1CC) in the city yesterday.
The Memoranda of Un-
derstanding (MOUs) will be
initialled today on the third
day of President Rafsanjani's
current state visit to

Bangladesh.

More agreements on bilat-

menistan is to be signed here
today. The planned accord
will facilitate Bangladesh to
export its goods to central

Asia through Iran.
Cooperation in
industrial sector

Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani has
stressed stronger bilateral
cooperation in industrial and
technological sectors beyond
the traditional trade.

“Today we should not look
only to trade. But we should
look more to setting up in-

See Page 12 Col 1

Iranian President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani and Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia had bilateral official talks at th

President office Mar' ashi,
Joint Chief of Staff Major
General Shahbaji Iranian Am-
bassador to Bangladesh
Mahmoud Bayat.

'High time for

Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani
hosted last night by Prime

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
called for tackling problems
faced by the Islamic Ummabh
in different regions, reports
BSS.

See Page 12 Col 3
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Tehran to provide expertise

the PM ANM Eusuf, Foreign
Secretary Farooq Sobhan,
Bangladesh Ambassador to

Iran Syed Moazzem Ali and |

Secretaries of the ministries
concérned.

The ome-hour talks were
preceded by a tete-at-tete be-

said the two leaders dis-
cussed the entire gamut of
bilateral relations as well as
regional and international is-
sues of common concern.

At the outset of the meel-
ing. he said, the Prime Min-
ister congratulated the Ira-

See Page 12 Col 3
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tional Conference Centre (ICC

;_.._ . ' t e
) yesterday. —PID photo

to meet Hasina
tomorrow

The group of five eminent

former chief justice Ke-
maluddin Hossain, Barrister
Syed Ishtiaqg Ahmed, Prof
Rehman Sobhan, Fakhruddin
Ahmed and Faiz Ahmed met

Dr Kamal for

rum, Dr Kamal Hossain, yes-
terday called upon both the
government and the Opposi-
tion to immediately take
steps to break the present
political deadlock and hold
general elections under a
mutually agreed poll struc-
See Page 12 Col 1

the Prime Minister Monday.

clined to say anything when
asked if the group has a for-
mula or specific suggestion to
end the political stand off
over the holding of general
elections under a neutral
caretaker government.

meeting with the Prime
Minister Monday at her Tej-
gaon office, the group of em-
inent citizens underlined the
urgency of an immediate so-
lution to the persisting polit-
ical crisis and also offered
their mediation and assis-
tance in this regard.

8 N-districts
snapped again

By Staff Correspondent
The overall flood situation

b}" Ikram SEhgﬂl G in the northern districts of
Page 4 the country improved further
yesterday as water levels of

all the rivers in the region

FOC“S continued to fall. All the

rivers were flowing below
danger levels, according to
reports reaching Dhaka.

But most areas of Naogaon
town remained inundated
although water was

Road link between the
capital and eight northern .
districts snapped again yes-
terday as a portion of a newly
built baily bridge at Taltola in
Gaibandha collapsed after
over three hundred loaded
trucks crossed it.

Repair work is going on

pronged attack on e Interna See Page 12 Col 6
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Business Hasina asks

partymen

GAIBANDHA, Oct 11: Awa-

with SAARC members @ . & " mi League president Sheikh
Vol e in exploring oil, G S
oliensohn seeks new against the BNP government,
compact between WB, E @ g 0 , gas Star Report said today her party is
' determined to free the

country from 'this autocratie,

borrowers .Iran yesterday offered to eral cooperation are likely to At the talks. the Iranian Prime Minister Khaleda | citizens, who have already "A dialogue between the | FUHHTY 1O 3 R e
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The two countries also Join Commission in Tehran  layati, Rural Development and formation Minister M Sham- ' Hasina tomorrow in a move best to create a congenial and relief-thief govermment
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distribution centres, Hasina

appreciated the Armed force

for extending their service to

the flood-affected people.
See Page 12 Col 7
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schedule to open this week
in Cartagena de Indias in
northern Colombia, a gov-
ernment bulletin said today,
reports Zinhua.

The summit will be in
three stages: The October
14-15 meeting of experts, a

See Page 12 Col 6
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held in the city tomorrow to
press the demand for im-
mediate settlement of the
curren!t pelitical crisis in the
country. "The march and
human chain" will begin from
Manik Mia Avenue at 4 pm
and end at the central Sha-
heed Minar. says a press re-
lease.

last night.

According to police, the
arrested rail police constable
Lutfor Rahman, Kumarkhali
thana constable Abdul Jabbar
and one Bachchu were sent

'tnjall after they were pro-

duced before the court today.
The victim. Marzina K was

admitted to the Chuadanga

Welcome

His Excellency Mr Akbar Hashemi
Rafsanjani

hananda train from Khulna
and took her to a place near
the adjacent local stadium

wh:ut they repeatedly raped

Marzina, daughter of Zafar
Ali of village Chhotasalua un-
der Chuadanga thana, had
boarded the train from the
Darshana station and was go-
ing to her brother-in-law's
house in Bheramara of Kush-
tia.

The incident happened at
around midnight Tuesday as
the train made its usual stop
at the Chuadanga station.
Witnesses said that the po-
licemen and the local man,
Bachchu, dragged the girl out
of the train on the pretext
that she had been travelling
without a ticket.

' the most gruelling political

and economic turmoil, have
agreed to exchange letters on
whether or not they will at all
talk to solve our problems.
Just that small gesture has
filled our hearts with expec-
tations. Finally, we hope
against hope, that good
sense will prevail, and we
will be able to move forward.
Nothing has happened yet.
But just for giving us hope,
we commend them. We con-
gratulate the PM for agreeing
to write a letter. We thank
Sheikh Hasina for announc-
ing her agreement to reply.
These two actions were like a
breath of fresh air in an
otherwise suffocating and
frustrating political atmo-
sphere.

and the reply will be the
same. People from all walks
of life are delighted that
Prime Minister has decided
to take matters in her own
hands and write
to Sheikh Hasina to get a dia-
logue going.

[t is our considered view
that the importance of the
PM's initiative (though yet to
be taken) cannot be over em-
phasized. It is the
most significant de-
velopment of the moment.
Without exaggeration, we
would like to state and on
proper handling of it. lies the
immediate future of ::Iol
tics. | e, i ing
comes out PM’'s initiative,
and we remain in the politi-
cal quagmire as we are now.
We shudder to think of the
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Inflation may go up due to
floods, devaluation

By Inam Ahmed and R M Titumir

and monetary expansion,
econoimists say.

‘ﬂmy.' said Wahiduddin Mah

mud, a Jleading macro-
economist of the country
"The remedy lies in stabilis-
ing of prices of foodgrains
and other essentials, and not
in contractionary monetary

since the government bor-
rowing from the banking sys-
tem has been on the rise.’
Mahmud said. "The draw-
down in foreign reserves dur-
ing the recent months has

kept the monetary expansion
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Chittagong Chamber of
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fMation has n

also be partly responsible for
the current inflationary
trend. he added.

The inflation rate has al-
ready taken an upturn. From
1.33 per cent in fiscal 1992-
83 it rose to 5 46 per cent in

government to be cautious

ued further to remove the
balance of payment deficit.
this will exacerbate the cur-
rent inflation trend.”

In 1992-93, the general
inflation was 1.33 per cent of
which food items contributed

See Page |2 Col B
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mainly by the increase in July 1995-96 and is now 1.06 per cent while non-food
Cﬂmmel'ce & M‘m foodgrain prices This is a around six per cen!. accord items contributed 4 81 per m“mwﬂhmwmwmﬂl
cost-pushed type of inflation ing to Bangladesh Bank cent. In 1993-94, contribu-
PABX: 713366 caused by foodgrain supply sources. tion of food items to inflation forsTre et
—— shortfall rather than by ex “There are reasons for the remained as low as 0.4]1 per o1 It es wied! o wfiy




