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Japanese Justice Minister Tomoharu Tazawa (C) is
surrounded by journalists and policemen when he
leaves the prime minister's official residence in Tokyo
Monday just after he resigned his post over a dubious
two million dollar loan from a powerful Buddhist

group. —AFP/UNB pbeto

Ex-Thai PM Kukrit dies: rorme ma

Prime Minister Kukrit Pramoj died in Bangkok, yesterday
aged 84 after a long illness, hospital officials said, AFP
reports from Bangkok.

Kukrit, who served as Prime Minister from March 1975
until April 1976, had been in hospital in critical condition
for several months surviving on an artificial respiratory
system.

Le 1 leaves for Azerbaizan:

Pakistan President Farooq Ahmed Leghari left Islamabad
yesterday for the Azeri capital Baku on a three-day official
visit to promote bilateral relations between the two
Muslim countries, officials said. AFP reports from
Islamabad.

Leghari is visiting Azerbaijan at the invitation of his
counterpart Hayder Aliov, where he will hold bilateral talks
with Azeri leaders on the issues of Kashmir, Afghanistan,
Tajikistan and Nagorno Karabakh.

Rao to attend NAM summit in Cairo:

Indian Prime Minister P V Narasimha Rao is leaving for
Cairo on October 15 en route to Colombia to attend the

l11th Non-Aligned summit there, official sources said
., yesterday, Xinhua reports. from New DRelhi. .. o T
He will also go to New York for the 50th anniversary

celebrations of the United Nations from October 20. Rao
will hold official talks in Cairo with Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak. The talks are expected to centre mainly
on the issues which are to come up at the Colombia
Summit, the sources said.

L . L
| Floods claim 6 in Sri Lanka: s.
people were killed and 20,000 families have been affected
by raging floods caused by torrential rains lashing the
Ratnapura district in central Sri Lanka Sunday, official
sources said yesterday, Xinhua reports from Colombo.

A total of 200 families were evacuated from the affected
areas but the exact number of people made homeless is
still not known. Reports reaching Colombo indicate that
large numbers have been marooned in the deluge

DPRK names new defence minister:
North Korea has named it army's Chief of General Staff,
Choe Kwang. as the state' new Defence Minister, South
Korea's official watcher of North Korean events said
yesterday, Reuter reports from Seoul

The Naewoe press said North Korean radio reported on
Sunday that Choe was replacing O Jin-U. whose death of
cancer in February widened a hole in North Korea's lead-
ership that emerged following the death last year of the
great leader Kim Il Sung.

l:gPe leaves for Rome: roe join paui
d ed for Rome late Sunday after a five-day US trip that
took him to New York, New Jersey and Maryland AFP
reports from Maryland.

Shortly before departing, the Pope met with Vice
President Al Gore at the international airport in Maryland

Aum member surrenders: s .
Supreme Truth sect .member suspected in a parcel
| bombing that targeted Tokyo Governor Yukio Aoshima has
surrendered to police, ending nearly half a year of flight
Jiji Press reported Monday citing police. AFP reports from
Tokyo.

Massahro Tomyama 26 was arrested after turning him-
self in at a police station in Saitama prefecture north of
Tokyo on charges that he plotted with other Aum mem
bers to kill Aoshima by sending a parcel bomnb in May

50 Zambian leave for Angola:

Fifty Zambian soldiers left Lusaka yesterday for Angola to
join the United Nations peace mission in that war ravaged
country. Xinhua reports from Lusaka

They flew off from Lusaka International Airport in two
C-130 UN transport aircraft

Algerian forces |
kill 25 rebels

LONDON. Oct 9. Algerian

ALGIERS, Oct 9 Sihem
has dyed her hair and bought
a gun Karima changes her
itinerary daily Lamia has
gone under ground often
enduring days without! a
shower. reports [PS

Such is the life of a woman
reporter in Algeria today
where more than 48 journai-
ists and other professionals —
including four women - have
been killed since 1993 and at
least 200 forced to flee the
country

The persecution of jour-
nalists and intellectuals has
taken place against a back-
drop of viclence that leads
back to January 1992 when
the an authorities can
celled a general election the
Islamic parties were poised
to win

Between 10 000 and
30,000 people have died in

security forces killed 25
members of an Islamic mili-

tant group in the western

region of Sidi Bel Abbes on
Saturday. Algerian radio re-
ported, says Reuter.

The radio. monitored by
the British Cor-
poration (BBC]. said late on
Sunday that the dead were
members of a group led by
Akal Mohamed Rachid.

It quoted a statement is-
sued by the security forces as
saying that those killed had
been operating in the Sidi
Bel Abbes area and in Tlem-
cen where they had been
behind numerous assassina-
tions and acts of sabotage

More than 40 000 people
have died in political violence

in Algeria since January 1992

== International

9 elderly, 8 police commandos kllled 1n attack

LTTE accuses govt of denying
food supplies to N Jaffna

COLOMBO, Oct 9: Tamil
Tiger rebels Monday accused
the government of denying
food supplies to war-torn
northern Jaffna Peninsula to
"starve Tamils into submis-
sion,” reports AP,

The rebel statement from
its office in London said the
distribution of bread has been
rationed since Sunday follow-
ing a serious wheat flour
shortage.

"The government's secret
agenda of straying the Tamils
into submission has been re-
vealed by several sources.”
the statement said.

Government officials in
Colombo denied the rebel
claim and said food supplies
for a month are available in
the Peninsula. "Loading has
been slow because of various
problems, but it is continu-
ing.” said Mohammed Raleek.
an pfficial at the Commission

General of Essential Services.

But the government ad-
ministrator in Jaffna warned
that there could be starvation
in refugee camps. "Already
the displaced people who do
not have money to purchase
food are in difficulties... In a
week's time, there could be
starvation in the refugee
camps,” sald K Ponnambalam,
the government's top admin-

_istrative officer in the Penin-

sula. He is visiting Colombo to
resolve the problem.

Ships charted by the gov-
ernment carry up to 9,000
metric tons of food supplies
every month for the 800,000
people living in the rebel-
held area. A military siege
since 1991 has cut off all
land routes to the Peninsula.

The fighting has forced
nearly half the population to
flee and live in refugee camps
and depend on government

supplies.

In July, the supplies were
disrupted when the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) stopped
escorting the food ships as
the rebels withdrew an as-
surance not to attack the ves-
sels.

The Red Cross resumed
escorting the ships a month
later after talks with the gov-
ernment. But only two of the
four vessels hired for food
supplies have reached the
Peninsula since then.

The rebels have warned
Tamil civilians in the Penin-
sula that a major military of-
fensive against Jaffna town,
the rebel stronghold in Sri
Lanka, is imminent.

Government officials have
declined comment on the
rebel claim, but there has

been a military build up at
Palali.

Meanwhile, Tamil rebels
ambushed a patrol of elite
police commandos in eastern
Sri Lanka early Monday,
killing at least eight of them,
a police official said.

Another seven comman-
dos were wounded in the at-
tack by nearly 200 guerillas
in Ampara district, said a lo-
cal police official on condi-
tion of anonymity.

PTIl adds: LTTE morter at-
tacks in northern Lanka
killed nine inmates of a home
for elders in Puttur in Jafina
Peninsula early today. the
Defence Ministery said.

The spokesman said that
the LTTE fired "pasilan"
mortars towards Puttur area
currently under the control
of the army. Two of the mor-
tar bombs fell near the
Methodist Church and Puttur
Hospital while the third fell
on the home for the elders. .

Pak air force

begins wargame

SHORKOT. Pakistan. Oct |

9: The Pakistan air force said
on Sunday it had begun a
major exercise to assess its
war readiness in regions bor-
dering old enemy India, re-
ports Reuter.

Air force officials said In-
dia had been informed about
the regular biennial high
mark exercise. preparations
for which began last month.

Its final operational phase
with a more than 300 aircraft
taking part, began on Satur-
day in central and southern
parts bordering India a se-
nior air force official told re-
porters.

"As things happen across
the border, the area in the
middle and south has gained
in importance, assistant chief
of air staff Air Commodore
Pervez Miraza said.

Russian air
raids claim 40
in Chechnya

the Wweeken® agath st two vi)
lages in Chechnya, the
Interfax news agency re-
ported today citing Chechen
sources, reports AFP.

The sources said the
Sunday raids targeted the
village of Roshny-Chu, located
35 kilometres (20 miles)
southwest of the capital
Grozny. and Mesker-Yurt, lo-
cated 25 kilometres (15
miels) east of Grozny.

The Sunday raids were
carried out by two jets that
flew
Russian military source was
quoted as saying.

SA violence
claims 58
In a week

DURBAN, South Africa,
Oct 9 Domestic and political
vioclence in South Africa's
volatile eastern province of
Kwazulu-Natal claimed 58
lives over the weekend. po-
lice said today. reports AFP

The latest killings bring to
more than 2 500 the number
of people killed so far this
year in the province, accord
ing to police statistics.

Independent violence-
monitoring groups believe
that up to 1.000 of these
deaths resulted from political
fighting between FPresident
Nelson Mandela's ruling
Alrican Natlonal Congress
(ANC | and the Zulu natonal-
ist Inkatha Freedom Party

On Saturday moming. two
men were killed at a work-
ers hostel in the Clermont
township near here by a gang
demanding to see their ANC
membership cards police
said

from Azerbaijan. a |
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Sarajevo children play in a yard for scrapped automobiles flashing the V-sign in
expectation of a ceasefire to come into effect next Tuesday. However, Bosnia's President
Alija Izetbegovic said he did not believe that a countrywide ceasefire, conditional on
restoring gas and electricity to Sarajevo, would begin as planned "because the conditions

have not been fulfilled."

— AFP/UNB photo

UN war crimes tribunal on Bosnia

begins proceedings

GUE, Oct.9: The
10MS War crimes

ngs at which victims and
witnesses of alleged atroci-
ties .in former Yugoslavia are
scheduled to give evidence in
public for the first time, re-
ports Reuter.

Judge Claude Jorda of
France opened hearings at
0900 GMT in the case of
Bosnian Serb Dragan Nikolic,
former commander of a
prison camp at Susica, near
Vlasenica in northeast
Bosnia, where as many as

8,000 Muslim prisoners were
held. i

Nikolic was the first per-
son indicted by the UN crim-
inal tribunal for former Yu-
goslavia. But he has remained
free since being charged in
November 1994 with killing
eight Muslim prisoners,
Torturing 10 others and in-
juring three more.

The hearings are likely to
last a week and are expected
to result in the tribunal con-
firming the indictment
against Nikolic and issuing an
international arrest warrant

for him. ¢ =
~i-lag his opening address
chief prosecutor
Goldstone said he would ask
10 witnesses to testify
against Nikolic.

"Ten witnesses who were
present at the relevant time
in Vlasenica have with great
courage decided to come to
The Hague to testify in these
proceedings.” he said.

" "In full knowledge of their
right to witness protection
they have further elected to
give their evidence openly in
public.
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. What's the hurry O J?

LA ROMANA, Dominican Republic: Less than a week
after being cleared of murder charges, O J Simpson was
reportedly headed to the Dominican Republic for a speedy
marriage to model Paula Barbieri. But there was no sign of
the former football star and his top attorney denied the
report, reports AP, ' ;

In a front-page report, the Listin Diario newspaper
quoted unidentified sources as saying Simpson and
Barbieri left Los Angeles on Saturday for Miami and were
to fly on a private plane to the Dominican Republic ‘on
Sunday. i

There was no confirmation of the report. Dominican
immigration officials would not say whether Simpson had
arrived or planned to arrive. Several Dominican airports

and the US Embassy also said they had no information
about the reports. - '

Attorney Johnnie L Cochran denied Sunday that
Simpson was on his way to the Dominican Republic, telling
KCBS-TV in Los Angeles: "No, there's no truth to that at
all." Cochran, who said he spoke to Simpson on Saturday, .

did not return repeated messages left by The Associated
Press.

Listin Diario is the newspaper that broke the news of
Michael Jackson's marriage to Lisa Marie Presley in the
Dominican Republic last year. The Caribbean nation offers
speedy marriages that require only one witness and a brief
ceremony in front of a judge.

The marriage rumours surfaced in the Italian media
Friday, three days after a jury in Los Angeles acquitted
Simpson in the murders of his ex-wife Nicole Brown
Simpson and her friend Ronald Goldman on June 12,
1994, :

Robbers merely mistaken
though journalists did

SINGAPORE: A local bar made famous by a fluke during
the Barings debacle this year was robbed Monday of
20,000 Singapore dollars (14,300 dollars), a news report
said, reports AP.

Harry's Quayside Pub became famous when hordes of lo-
cal and foreign journalists began writing about it in the
mistaken belief that rogue Barings trader Nick Leeso
used to hang out there. '

On Monday, two unidentified men tied and gagged two
female staff of the pub, ransacked the office and took
20,000 dollars from a safe, Television Corp of Singapore
reported.

It did not elaborate. The owner of Harry's pub and po-
lice were not immediately available for comment.

After the Barings collapse, much was written about
Harry's Pub and the owner was interviewed by TV crews
before it became known that Leeson patronised the bar

only rarely.

The rumour began because the bar is frequented by
scores of traders from the Singapore International
Monetary Exchange where Leeson used to work until he
fled in February after piling up 1.3 billion dollar in losses

while trading in derivatives.

Now in a Frankfurt jail, Leeson is fighting extradition to
Singapore to face fraud and forgery charges.

Redeployment of Israeli
army to begin today in WB

JERUSALEM, Det DO The
Israel army will ‘beginitsre
deployment outside  West
Bank villages on Tuesday by
pulling out of Salfit near
Nablus a military spokesman
said Sunday, reports AFP.

The withdrawal will ten
spread Wednesday to the vil-
lages of Kharbata near
Ramallah, Yata near Hebron
and Kabativa near Jenin, said
spokesman Peter Lerner.

Israel will close its mili-
tary administration offices in
the villages, which handed
out work and residency per-
mits for the Jewish state and

withOraws (the) Eoldiéts pré-
Aectinggihtrofbioes [t

The; pemviees will: be, tpm-
porarily transferred to tHe

nearby towns before the
transfer of powers to the
Palestinian authority. "Our
aim is to leave populated ar-
eas of the West Bank as
quickly as possible” Lerner
said.

Israeli Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres said earlier
Sunday after overnight talks
with PLO leader Yasser Arafat
that the redeployment would
being in 10-20 days time
form four villages.

] _:. ! : A

Palestinian Hamas leading member Dr Mahmoud Zahar (R) smiles next to his brother
(L) on his way to home after being released from the Gaza central jail, Sunday by order
of PLO leader Yasser Arafat. The Islamic Resistance Movement official was among
some 50 Muslim fundamentalist activists arrested on June 26, a day after a Hamas
militant wounded three Israeli soldiers in a suicide attack in the south of the Gaza

Strip

AFP/UNB photo

Taleban reject UN plan
for limited ceasefire

MAIDAN SHAHR, Afgha-
nistan, Oct 9: The Taleban
Islamic Movement on Sunday
rejected a UN plan for a
limited ceasefire in war-
ravaged Afghanistan and
vowed to attack Kabul to oust
President Burhanuddin
Rabbani, reports Reuter.

"We are not willing to con-
sider a ceasefire,” a Taleban
frontline commander, Mullah
Mashr. told reporters at his

headgquarters at Maidan
Shahr, about 30 km (20
| miles) southwest of the
| capital.

‘Rabbani has not abided by
ceasefires in the past, and we
will attack when we are
ready.” he said Mashr was
commenting on a statement
by UN peace envoy Mahmoud
Mestirt on Saturday that he
was trying to bring about a
limited ceasefire so he could
convene a conference of all
the countrys warring fac

tions.

Mashr said the United
Nations had lost its chance to
negotiate a peace accord and
there would be no peace with
Rabbani in power.

"We will attack. The cur-
rent situation will not stay
like this for very long. We do
not have any deadline or
schedule for Kabul, but defi-
nitely we will attack.” he said.

In Kabul, Mestiri, who has
been meeting various faction
leaders, acknowledged that

the Taleban was unwilling to
end hostilities while Rabbani
occupied the presidential
palace but said he was opti-
mistic about negotiating a
Compromise.

His plan was to arrange a
10-day ceasefire fpllowed by
multi-faction talks to arrange
the transfer of power from
Rabbani to an interim admin-
istration.

Algerian

newswomen devoted to their job despite all odds

the political conflict since
and the lives of those com-
mitted to reporting the
atrocities have come to re
semble that of a soldier of
fortune more than a white-
collar professional.

Since Djaafar El Afghani
leader ol the Islamic Armed
Group (GIA) swore to fight
with the sword those who are
fighting with the pen. only
war-battered Rwanda and
Yugoslavia has matched
Algeria s grisly record of the
number of journalist deaths

According to Paris-based
rights group Reporters Sans
frontuers., 119 journalists
were reportedly assassinated
in 1994 and early 1995 — "an
absolute record ”

Armana. 35, and a journahst
for eight years remembers
practising her trade before
the advent of terrorism and

censorship "before, a
journalist was well regarded.
she didn't have to keep her
profession a secret, and she
did her job in all tranquility
But now nothing is as it was
before.”

Like many of her col-
leagues. Amina to longer lives
at home, the dangers atten-
dant tg her profession have
forced her underground.

"Fear? yes |'m afraid. It's
only human, and |I'm not
ashamed to admit it. But it's
not death itself, it's the
atrocities that go with it that
I fear. ™ she says

Women journalists here in
fact must endure the doubie
burden of being members of
two groups whose position
has clearly deteniorated since
the advent of the civil war.

According to a Amnesty
International. rape and death

threats in Algeria are com-
monplace. and women have
been killed for both wearing
and not wearing the veil.

Women's groups like the
Paris-based International
Democratic Federation of
Women also estimate that
more than 356 Algerian
women have been assassi-
nated since 1993 by Islamic
extremists

A newspaper editor here
already has a ready spiel for
female reporters he sends
out on assignments: "Each
time | tell them, look after
yourselves, you are doubly
threatened, because you are
women and because you are

Yet Amina,refuses to ei
ther leave her profession or
move to a hostile environ
ment

Thirty-year-old Sihem

minces no words about the
"terrorists” who have several
times threatened her and
members of her family But
she persists in signing her
political articles, refusing to
hide behind a pseudonym

A newspaper editor says
not one of his female staff
cringes at an assignment and
braves family pressure and
high risks just to do a report
even to the remotest part of
country

But the constant threat is
taking a toll on even the most
committed reporters, some
of whom find their inspira
tion dwindling under the
barrage of stress

Their troubles do not end
there, After all. Algeria is a
country where a family code
- codified in 1984 - grants
wommen the status of minors,
forever subordinate to men.

family’'s restrictions on a
wWolinan s movemenis can en-
danger her life

This is the case for Fatiha,
28 who believes her family is

acting out of fear more than
authoritatianism: "My parents
would frown on my taking a
hotel room. following the ex
ample of male colleagues and
certainly of my female col
leagues

"They are very attached to
the proprieties, and are only
too capable of forcing me to
choose between my job, hav
ing to live in hiding | don't
even have time to take a
shower or change."

And the stress of resisting
persecution is not limited to

the journalist hersell
Twenty-six year old Farida
describes how her mother

sadly bids her goodbye each
time she leaves the house

2 Irish flogged
in Pak jail

PESHAWAR, Pakistan, Oct

9. Two Irish men convicted

of drug smuggling were

| flogged in a jail here today,

the first foreigners to un-
dergo such punishment in
Pakistan. prison sources said,
reports AFP. -

Oliver Byrne and Brian
O'Laughlin, convicted by a
magistrate last month under
Islamic law, received five
lashes each in the presence
of doctors, said Arbab Islam,

| the central jail deputy super-

intendent

The official said the two
were released after they were
flogged with "a four-foot cane
about half an inch in diame-
ter.

He denied a report in the
local Frontier Post that they

| were flogged on Sunday.



