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From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Oct 4: One
Abul Khair reportedly a BNP
worker who was seriously in-
jured along with 15 others in
a clash in Chapainawabganj
town yesterday died at the
Rajshahi Medical College
Hospital today. The clash be-
tween the activists of BNP
and Jamaat-e-lslami started
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Banks allowed to write
off bad agri loans

The government has per-
mitted banks to write off bad
and doubtful agricultural
loans having little or no
chance of recovery.

The amount of overdue
loans of four nationalised
banks and two specialised
agricultural credit banks to-
talled Tk 4188 crore at the
end of 1994-95 fiscal year.
And 'a significant part’ of it
could be lost. official sources
told UNB.

The bad borrowers would,
however, be barred from tak-
ing any fresh bank credit.
And bank officials who were
behind the sanctioning of
loans to fake loanees would
face action.

A directive in this regard
has, meantime, been issued
by the Ministry of Finance.

They said the Banking

1402 BS,

Division of the Ministry had
also framed a guideline on
the basis of which individual
banks could. henceforth, de-
cide on writing off bad and
doubtful farm loans.

The guideline has set five

conditions under which a bad
and doubtful loan could be
written off.
* They are: If the collateral
against a loan is found non-
existent, if the loanee is
found a fake person, if the
banks are unable to force
their rights to recover loan
because of damage to loan
records for unavoidable rea-
sons, If surers or the bor-
rower in case of a surety loan
are found dead or untrace-
able, and if a borrower left
the country without leaving
resource otherwise be at-
tached to recoup the loan.

DHAKA THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1995

On the decision. the
Ministry of Finance argued
that a large amount of bad
loans in the farm sector, be-
ing periodically shown as the
resources of the banks, "have
become a liability to the
banks rather than asset.”

According to the ministry.
more than 50 per cent of the
loans, channelled to the agri-
culture sector by various na-
tionalised banks. turned up
as overdue and subsequently
bad and doubtful loans.

For a significant amount of
overdue loans, the ministry
observed, all possible recov-
ery efforts failed leaving no
room other than a waiver.

According to the Finance
Ministry directive, bank
branches will first identify
the bad loans worthy to be

Sec thoe 12 Col B

BNP endorses
discussion on
Mizan's formula,

says Matin

By Rashed Mahmud

Titumir

Top BNP leader and Home
Minister Abdul Matin Chow-
dhury has said his party
‘endorses’ discussion on the
formmula fer a caretaker gov-
ernment proposed by Jatiya
Party leader Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury.

“When | say something,
obviously, it implies that it
has the approval of my party.”
said the BNP standing com-
mittee member last night.
"Otherwise, the party would
have issued statement saying
that it does not reflect the
views held by BNP."

When contacted for reac-
tions regarding Matin Chow-
dhury's remarks, acting
Chairman of Jatiya Party
Mizan Chowdhury said, "They
have to say clearly what is to

See Page 12 Col 2
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P P e emess

as rival groups

clash in city

By Staff Correspondent

At least three youmngmen

were shot dead and two in- -

jured in an armed clash be-
tween two rival groups at
Abdul Hadi Lane under
Kotwali thana in the old part
of the city last night.

Two of the killed persons
were identified as Gopal. 27,
and Mamun, 30. Police re-
covered the bodies from a
place near the Bangladesh
Math. Identity of the other
dead man could not be
known.

Police said a team [rom
the Kotwali thana rushed to
the spot soon after the inci-
dent at about 9:30 pm. They
were investigating the inci-

dent but could not ascertain
the reason.

Local people alleged that
the clash was sequel to an
earlier rivalry between two
local groups for supremacy
over each other in the area.

Police and other sources
said that few rounds of gun-
shots were fired during the
clash which continued for
about half an heur.

Some other sources, how-
ever, claimed that the killing
could be a sequel to a mur-
der in Shantinagar area in
the city last month.

FPolice said that the bodies
were sent to the Dhaka

See Page 12 Col 5
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Three shot dead

BATEXPO '95 Opens

| PM urges rich

; L
nations to
]

relocate units
-
in Bangladesh

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday opened
an exhibition of local gar-
ments, urging the en-
trepreneurs to set up textile
mills to cater to the growing
requirements of fabrics for
the industry. reports UNB.

Begum Zia also made a
fervent call to the industri-
alised countries Lo relocate
their textile units and estab-
lish linkage factories in
Bangladesh for the ready-
made garments sector.

"Setting up all backward

linkage industries with spe-
cial emphasis on dyeing. fin-

Ro_ad link with 8 N-dists still cut off

Diarrhoea in 4 districts,

prices of essentials up

The overall flood situation
in most of the affected dis-
tricts remained unchanged
yesterday but it deteriorated
further in Bogra. Rajshahi
and Naogaon.

Prices of essentials have
shot up in most of the af-
fected areas. Outbreak of di-
arrhoeal diseases have been
reported from the affected
areas of Rangpur, Gaibandha,
Bogra and Sirajganj.

Road link between the
capital and eight northern
districts could not be re-
stored till late last night.

Flnnd lltuaunn in Rulg;pur

lurthr.r ‘j’l.'.!t!l‘dﬁ]l' with the
recession of water.

By Staff Correspondent

Sources in the Roads and
Highways Division in Rangpur
told our correspondent that
it might take two to three
days more to restore the road
communication, Our

Gaibandha correspondent re- -

ported that army personnel
were working for setting up
floating bridges at three
points on the national high-
way at Gobindaganj, swirling
waters washed away bridges
at these points.

Although the overall flood
situation remained un-
changed in Bogra district,
some new areas of Sonatala,

Shibganj.

dated ng rise of water
levels of rivers in the district.

Bus services in 11 routes
from Bogra remained dis-
rupted as parts of the roads
went under flood water. Army
engineers are working to re-
store the road link between
Bogra and Rangpur. which
was cut off following collapse
of two bridges at Parkundia
and Taltola.

Our Rajshahi correspon-
dent reported that though
water levels in the rivers in
the district continued to fall
slowly, fresh areas in nine
unions were submerged yes-
terday. Flood water increased
further in Naogaon town dur-

the last 24 hou
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. Bagmara in Rajshahi yester-
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ishing and composite textile
mills has become important.”
she said while inaugurating
the three-day Bangladesh

See Page 12 Col 4
Flood-hit people
aren't getting
relief: Hasina

From Our Correspondent
PABNA, Oct 4: Awami

League chief Sheikh Hasina
today reiterated her demand
for holding general elections
under a caretaker govern-
ment headed by the Chief
Justice and immediate disso-

— St.ar phuto

yesterday afternoon when

their talks to settle a dispute
ended in a lasco.

RU teachers call
for dialogue
From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Oct 4: More
than one hundred teachers of
Rajshahi University in a joint
statement today urged the
ruling BNP and the opposi-
tion to start a dialogue to re-
solve the current political
crisis. Hartal and anarchy
should be aveoided for the
sake of welfare and progress
of the country, they said.

BAU reopens today

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, Oct 4
The classes of Bangladesh
Agriculture University (BAU)
resume tomorrow (TFhurs-
The mnine residential

university was closed on
September 14 f{ollowing
clashes between two groups
of the Jativatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD).
Pak singer Masud
Rana dead
ISLAMABAD . Oct 4 Popu-
lar Pakistani mowvie singer
Masud Rana died today of a
heart attack while on a train,
the state-rum radio said.
Rana. 54. whe was also well
known in India. Bangladesh
and among overseas Pakis-
tanis. died in Punjab province
while travelling from Lahore

to Sadigabad. the radio re
ported. says AFFP
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' Chandpur Puranbazar being eroded by the Meghna
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29 countries confirm participation
in 7th Asian Art Biennial

A great visual feast awaits
connoisseurs of fine and
plastic arts in the city next
month.

The final ations lor
the forthcoming 7th Asian
Art Biennial Bangladesh,

1995 are swell under way in
Dhaka under the auspices of
the Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy (BSA).

More than 200 artists
from across the Asia-Pacific
region. including 154 from
the host couniry, are ex-
pected to participate in the
prestigious event. to be heid
November 2-30.

*This year. we sent out in-
vitations to some 50 coun-
tries in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion and so far. 29 have con-
firmed their participation. '
Subir Chowdhury, Director of
Fine Arts. BSA imformed this
correspondent yesterday

Owver 700 works of art are
set to adorn the walis and
floors of galleries at the BSA_
Osmani Memorial Hall and
the National Museum during
the month-long art extrava-
ganza.

Paintings and sculptures
of all gemres and media by
thie Creme de la Creme of the

By Parveen Ahmed

Asian Art Scene Promise 10
be the main attractions

Prime Minister, Begum
Khaleda Zia is expected to
inaugurate the Biennial at the
Osmani Memerial auditorium
Nov 2.

Two day-long seminars ofn
"Art and Nationalism™ are

1995

scheduled for Nov 3 and 4 at
the BSA auditorium.

The festival will culminate
in the presentation of three
grand awards, worth Taka
one lakh each

A five-member jury. com-
prising two local and three

foreign art experis, will se

lect the winners based on

overall artistic excellence,
There will be other com-

plimentary prizes. courtesy of

local spornsors

The cost of the festival
and accommodation ex-
penses for the visiting artists
and other deltgates will be
borne by the Ministry ol
Cultural Affairs, with help
from the UNESCOD, Chow-
dhury said.

“"We have a budget of Taka
40 lakh. of which Tk 11 lakh
will be provided by UNES-
CO,” Simon Pereira, a mem-
ber of the organising commi-
ttee, added

Commemorative [estival
brochures, posters. pins and
key rings are in the making

A Biennial 95 logo - a
siripped number “7° in
colours of the rainbow — has
already been designed by
Mahbub Akhond.

Since 1981 the two-
yearly event has been organ-
ised. by the Ministry of

Cultural Affairs to strengthen
the cultural ties that tradi

tionally exist between the
peoples of the Asian eonti-
"'_'p-r I u_'-_t e vy | £l ¥

Meghna only 100 yards off
Chandpur rly station

CHANDPUR, Oct 4: A
fresh spate of erosion by the
mighty Meghna, the third in
last two months, has threat-
ened the existence of the
railway station in the town.

The platform of the rail-
way station is now only about
100 yards from the river
while the railway rest house,
staff quarters and the market
within about 50 yards of the
river bank.

Since Tuesday midnight
the Meghna and its tributary
Dakatia have devoured about a
200-foot stretch of the town
protection embankment in
the Puranbazar area.

Panicked businessmen
have already started disman-
tling their establishments at

From Our Correspondent

Puranbazar, one of the largest
wholesale fish markets in the
country.

In the station area in
Natunbazar, more than 10
houses have been shifted to
safer places.

The Deputy Commissioner
and high officials of the
Railway and Water Develop-
ment Board visited the
affected areas this morning.

Chairman of Chandpur
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and convenor  of
town protection commitlee,
Md Jahangir Akhand Selim,
has expressed cancern at the
fresh spate ol erosiornl,

He told this correspon-
dent that property worth
about Tk 50 crore has already

Train dacoty:
Six held from
Narsingdi

By Staff Correspondent
Six persons were arrested
from Kaliganj and Narsingdi
thana areas Tuesday in con-
nection with the dacoity in
the inter city train Mahana
gar Purabi near Arikhola
station Monday night
Of the arrested persons
four identified as Mojibor
Rahman. Rustomn All. Dukhu
Miah and Ismail Hossain
were produced before the
Gazipur district court yester
day morning, railway police
at Bhairob station said

Meanwhile the ClD po
lice. investigating the inci
dent took two other aj
rested persons — Delwar

Hossain alias Delu and Abdur
Rashid for guestioning. po
hee sources said

Railway police in Bhairob
station arrested all the six
persons from Kaliganj and
Narsingdi thana areas. police
sources added,

The Dhaka bound 7-com
partment intercity train from
Chittagong was stopped and
the passengers were robbed
of their valuables by a gang ol

about 20 dacoits i1n about 45
minutes just before il e
tered the Arikhola station at
around B 45 pm Monday

e Foape |2 Lol 7

been damaged by the erosion
this year. He said the gov-
ernment has sanctioned Tk
10 crore for the Chandpur
town protection scheme. The
amount will be spent to
dump only two lakh boulders
in the erosion-hit areas. This
will be too insufficient to
nieet the situation, he added.

He urged the government
to implement the Tk 430
crore "Meghna Study Report”
to protect Chandpur town
from erosion permanently.

Meanwhile, the town pro-
tection committee has
warned that if the govern-
ment fails to take proper
steps to protect of the town,
it would go lor agitations

N aﬁﬁi seize 2 trawlers : 42 held
Thai crew killed 1n
crossfire in Bay

CHITTAGONG, (Ot 4
Thai national was killed mui

| 42 others were nabbed aler

exchange of gunshots with
Bangladesh Navy personnel
tiear St Martins island 1n the

Bav ol Bengal Tuesday alter
noon: reports L'NH

Police said Navy patrols
challenged several Thal
Ctrawlers fislhung illegally in

| Bangladesh s tlerritonal wa

ters al around 4 pm

The trew ol the dleeing
Tha trawlers fired several
gunshols on the patrol hoat
Con the Navy trniggering the
L encouniter
Later the navvinen cap-
tured 42 Thais on board two
irawlers along with five tons
of fish The intruders were
handed over 1o Bandar thana
police
The body ot the Thal
sailor. b at Abnu, 40, was
senlt to the Cihntlagong
| (renveral Hospital morgue,
Bandar thana sources said
the arrested Thar nationals
and the body of tlie sailor
were handed over 1o them al
10 last night
Police produced the 42
That fishermen betore thi
MM court, Chattagong this

morning and the court sent
them to jail

Illegal tishing by Thai
irawlers in Bangladesh's ter-
ritorial waters has increased
recently Each wyear. Thai
lishermen steal tish worth
crores of taka from the Bay.

Fight for title is

over: Kasparov

NEW YORK, Oct 4: Title
holder Garri Kasparov pow-
ered his way to victory over
challenger Viswanathan
Anand in the 14th game of
the Professional Chess
Association Champio-
nship Tuesday tic
time scramble,

Following Kasparov's vic-
tory. his tourth in five games.
Kasparov leads the sewes by
an overwhelming B.5-5 5
points

“The match is still on, but
[ think the fight for the title
is over.”" Kasparov said after
the game. “The series goes
on and anything can still
Bajrpen

3 | lution of the 'illegal’ Parlia-

- ment.
Addressing public meet-
ings at six places in the dis-

trict, Hasina expressed con-
cern at the 'deteriorating’ law
and order in Pabna and said
'‘armed musclemen' of the
ruling BNP were responsible
' for 'terrorism' here.
Addressing a meeting at
. Rakhsha bazar in the flood af-
| fected Bera thana, the AL

j chief said that relief was not

reaching the distressed and
homeless people in the

hlt areas of the .
= g g imnmsdrie

ﬂistrihutlnn of relief materi-
| als in the badly affected

See Page 12 Col 6

3 girls drown as
launch hits boat

near Sadarghat
By Staff Correspondent

At least three girls drow-
ned when a country boat, hit
by a launch, sank in the
Buriganga river near the

{ Sadarghat launch terminal

yesterday afternoon.
~ The victims were identi-
fied as Nasima, 8, daughter of
' Rahman Bepari, Rahima, 10,
daughter of Akkas, and
Salma, 17, wife of Asgar Al,
Fire Service sources said.
Fire Service personnel re-
covered the bodies in the
evening.

The boat was ferrying over
25 people from Zinjira to
Sadarghat. The rest swam

SAPTA is only
rhetoric, says
FBCCI chiet

By Farid Hossain

The South Asian Prefere-
ntial Trading Arrangement
(SAPTA) is "rhetoric and an
eyewash." said FBCCI presi-
dent Salman Rahman yester-
day urging India to do the
most to remove the trade

imbalance between New
Delhi and the six other
SAARC nations.

India is a fast expanding
‘market and its own manufac-
turers will not be able to
meet the huge requirements,
Rahman said during a meet-
ing with the Overseas Corres-
pondents Association. Bangla-
desh [OCAB) at National

See Page 12 Col 1

CEC seeks help
from media to
conduct fair polls

Chief Election Commi-
ssioner Justice A K M
Sadeque yesterday urged the
media to cooperale with his
commission in conducting
the next general election in a
free and fair manner, reports
BSS.

He made this call during a

tseeting with the high offi.

etals of the government me-
dia at his office here.

The meeting was in-
formed that the Election
Comumission has cnmpletcd
the formulation of the code ol
conduct fur the political par-
ties and the candidates. The
cnde of eenduct will be made

See Page 12 (ol 1




