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Garments workers urge owners

Stop retrenchment before
implementing MOU

Five garments workers
organisations urged the own-
ers to refrain from retrench
ing child labourers before
implementing the tripartite
agreement signed by the
BGMEA, ILO and UNICEF.
reports UNB.

The appeal came from a
joint meeting of the five
labour unions, held in Dhaka
yesterday with Abul Hossain
in the chair

It was addressed, by
Tauhidur Rahman, Salauddin
Ahmed Swapan, Joinul
Abedin and Nahid Rahman.

According to the Memora-
ndum of Understanding
(MOU). the owners are bound
to arrange education and
rehabilitation programmes
for the retrenched children,
the leaders observed. They
also demanded that child

education allowance be raised
to Tk 500 each.

Expressing deep concern
over Lthe prevailing labour sit-
uation in the garments indus-
try. the leaders said an
organised group was hatching
conspiracy to destroy the
country's garment, Industry
and misguiding foreign buy-
ers of readymade garments in
the name of child labour.

The meeting also urged
the government to form a
high-powered tripartite
committee to solve the prob-
lems of the garments indus-
try which has employed more
than a million workers.

The garments sector
labour leaders extended their
support to the demand for
forming a separate ministry
for garments tndu-tnr earlier
made by the owners

Idol of goddess Durga being immersed in the Buriganga yesterday.

Fresh areas flooded
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basins registered fall as al-
most nil rainfall was

recorded in the 24 hours
ending at 9 am yesterday.

The Brahmaputra and the
Ganges continued to fall at all
points but the Manu in
Meghna basin and the
Matamuhuri in the South
Eastern hill basin recorded
rise during the period.

All the rivers were now
flowing below their respec-
tive danger levels except the
Jamuna at Naogaon, the
Ganges at Goalundo and
Bhaigyakul and the Kaliganga
at Taraghat.

The Kaliganga in the
Brahmaputra basin was flow-
ing 25 cm above its danger
level although the river regis-
tered fall by 5 cm a Taraghat.

According to official fig-
ures, the floods have so far
claimed 33 lives and affected
more than 72 lakh people. A
government announcement
yesterday said 72.01.822
people of 15,22 936 families
in 95 thanas had been af-
fected in the flash floods
which also damaged
4.01,569 dwelling houses
totally and 4,59,312 partially.

Standing crops on 646714
acres of land were damaged
totally and on 913519 par-
tially. Some 1562 livestock
perished in the cataclysmic

Educational institutions
numbering 614 were dam-
aged fully and 1249 partly.

Some 2348 km roads
were washed away while
7548 km damaged partially.
About 247 km embankments
and 1460 bridges and cul-
verts were battered by the
recurring flood onslaughts,
the official estimate showed.

Our Correspondents re-
ports: Rajshahi twenty-one
more unions of Bagmara,
Taneore, Poba., Durgapur and
Mohanpur thanas have been
inundated by flood water rais-
ing the total number of flood-
affected unions in the district
~ to 52.

In Naogaon m'alm electric-
ity supply have been totally
snapped as flood waters en-
tered the Naogaon Electric

Supply Centre.

Gaibandha: The flood situ-
ation was still alarming in the
district. About 150 feet
stretch of road at Kalitola and

Taltola along the national |

highway was washed away. All
attempts to sel up Baily
bridge over the two breached
points failed after the col-
lapse of one newly erected
bailey bridge. Large cracks
have developed in the flood
control embankment along
the river Bangali at
Bochadaha.

In Bogra, fresh areas of
Shibganj and Adamdighi
thanas have been inundated
in last 24-hours. The seri-
ously affected thanas are
Sariakandi, Dhunat, Kahalu,
Nondigram, Adamdighi,
Shibganj, Sonatola and the
sadar thanas. The whole
Shantahar town went under
walter,

An 18PR press release last
night said that army relief
and rescue teams from Bogra
and Rangpur areas are carry-
ing out relief and rescue op-
erations at Kurigram,
Gaibandha, Dinajpur, Naogaon
and Joypurhat districts. The
release also said that
Japanese rescue boats,
Trishark boats, mobile hospi-
tals, medical and adequate
manpower have been de-
ployed for the operations.

Diarrhoea claims
2, attack 372
in Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ, Oct 3: Diarr-
hoea claimed two lives and
affected some 372 people in
four thanas of the district in
last 24 hours till 9 pm today,
reports UNB.

The dead were identified
as Asia, 10, of Armasuga vil-
lage in Chouhali thana and
Ramzan Bepari, 60, of Kaizuri
village in Shahjadpur thana,
unofficial sources said. But
the offigials could not con-
firm the deaths.

According to the officials,
of the affected people 125
were reported from Shaja-
dpur, 85 from Kazipur, 110
from Chouhali and 52 from
Belkuchi thanas.

Informal
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and invite the opposition
leaders officially to sit across
the table with a view to
change the situation.”

Home Minister Abdul
Matin Chowdhury, while
speaking at a Puja Mandap in
the city Monday, reiterated
his willingness to discuss the
formula for a caretaker gov-
ernment proposed by Jatiya
Party acting chairman Miza-
nur Rahman Chowdhury to
overcome the current
standoff.

Hasina
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Referring to various prob-
lems facing the womenfolk,
she said if returned to power,
the Awami League would en-
sure equal rights of men and
women in all spheres of na-
tional life and enact required
laws to stop repression on

Mahila Samity president
Dr Neelima Ibrahim, The
"Begum" Editor Nurjahan
Begum, Shirin Huq, Dr
M ma Nargis Ratna, Ivy

and other women's
leaders spoke on the occa-
sion.

Poet Sufia Kamal who
could not attend the meeting
sent a letter to Hasina wish-
ing her successful leadership
for the emancipation of
women and wellbeing of the
nation.

Awami League leaders
Zillur Rahman, Amir Hossain
Amu, Tofael Ahmed, Abdur
Razzak, Shamsur Rahman and
Dr Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin
were present.

contacts

"We welcome the formula
of Mizan Chowdhury. Let us
sit across the table and settle
the issue," the Home Minis-
ter, who is also a BNP
standing committee member,
earlier said on the conclud-
ing day of the last session of
the Parliament.

When contacted last night
Mizan Chowdhury said, "I

really do not understand who
is the spokesman of the rul-
ing party. Is it the Prime
Minister or Salam Talukder
(BNP secretary general) or
Matin Chowdhury? If Matin
Chowdhury or the govern-
ment sincerely wants to re-
solve the impasse, they
should immediately’ dissolve
the Parliament and convene a
dialogue for positive out-
come.”

Earlier, some top Oppo-
sition leaders indicated to
The Daily Star that they
might be "flexible" in their
demand for general elections
under a caretaker govern-
ment headed by the Chief
Justice if the ruling BNP
conceded to the "non-parti-
san factor."

But they feared that time
may be running out to open a
formal dialogue between the
two sides.

As per Article 123 (4) of
the Constitution, the bye-
elections to the vacant seats
of the 147 Opposition par-
liamentarians would have to
be conducted within 90 days
from September 17, as the
chief election commissioner
deferred by-pells because of
"natural calamity caused by
recent floods” in different
parts of the country.

Quake toll rises
to 71 in Turkey

DINAR, Turkey, Oct 3:

' Rescue workers have recov-
. ered the bodies of 14 more

people from the wreckage of
a strong sarthquake in this

| Turkish market town, raising

the death total to 71, officials
said today, reports Reuter.

Government officials told
Anatolian news agency they
had dug out 14 more bodies
late on Monday night.

Officials have predicted a
final death toll of about 100
from Sunday's quake in the
southwestern town of Dinar,
and at least 242 are said to
be injured.

A mild earthquake shook
the town early today, but
caused no damage.

Hundreds of residents,
still in shock and looking
bewildered. spent a cold
night in tents or in stables
after thousands of homes
were damaged in Sunday
night's quake, which mea-
sured 6.0 on the Richter
scale.

Yeltsin to face
impeachment

motion

MOSCOW, Oct 3: Comm-
unist legislators, scenting
their strength in recent
polls, plan to resume their

~quest to launch impeachment

proceedings against Pres-
ident Boris Yetsin, the party
leader said today. reports AP.

Gennady said his
Communist Party faction had
collected more than the 150
lawmakers' signatures nee-
ded to start the -complex
legal procedure to remove
the president from office,
which Russians call im-
peachment.

— Star photo

Durga Puja ends with

immersion of idols

The four-day Durga Puja
festival of the country's Hindu
community ended yesterday
with the immersion of the
idols of goddess Durga
throughout the country, re-
ports BSS.

Puja was performed in all
the mandaps ol the country
yesterday morning marking
the Bijoya Dashami. The
Hindu community prayed for
the peace and prosperity of
the mankind of the occasion.

The day was a public holi-
day.

In the evening colourful
processions were brought out
in different parts ol the
country carrying the idols of
goddess Durga on trucks and
push carts and then im-
mersed in nearby rivers and
ponds.

In the capital Dhaka, devo-
tees carrying images of Durga
from all puja mandaps gath-
ered at Dhakeswari Mandir
and later proceeded towards
the Wiseghat in a big colour-
ful procession and immersed
the deity in the Buriganga
river.

Other highlights of the day
included exchange of greet-
ings on the occasion of bijoya
dashami.

Mahanagar Sarbajanin Puja
Committee organised a blood
donation p amme in the
morning at Dhakeswari
Mandir premises.

UNB adds from Slrajgnnj.
as many as 224 idols have
been erected in nine thanas
of the district on the occa-
sion of the Sharodiya Durga
Pufa.

Officials said of the idols,
35 have been erected in
Sadar, 8 in Khmarkhand. 31

e

in Royganj. 5 in Kazipur, 33
in Ullapara, 33 in Belkuchi, 4

in Chouhali, 16 in Tarash and
59 in Shajadpur thanas.
Meanwhile, Deputy
Minister for Health Serajul
Haq visited several puja man-
dops in Kazipur and Sadar

thanas yesterday.
JP protests

‘attempt’ on
Monju's life

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Party held
demonstrations and brought
out processions in major ci-
ties including the capital and
in some district towns yes-
terday protesting what it
called the attempt to kill its
secretary general Anwar
Hossen Monju in a recent at-
tack on the Ittefaq Bhaban, a
party press release said.

In Dhaka City, the JP ar-
ranged a rally in front of the
Jatiya Press Club. Presided
over by Col (retd] Abdul
Malek, the rally was ad-
dressed by among others JP
joint secretary general
Monirul Huq Chowdhury,
Abdus Salam, Samsuzzaman
Mintu, Abu Hossen Bubla,
Munishi Abdul Latif, Delwar
Hossen Raja, Taibur Rahman
and Abdus Sabur.

The rally was followed by a
procession which téerminated
in front of the Ittefaq Bhaban.

Demonstrations were held
and processions brought out
in Chittagong, Khulna, Raj-
shahi, Barisal, Sylhet, Comi-
lla. Perojpur, Rangpur and
other district headquarters,
the press release added.

" underneath the coal,
' news agency said.

Businessmen call
hartal in
Pabna tomorrow

PABNA. Oct 3 The Dis-
trict Babsayi Oikya Parishad
has called a dawn-to-desk
hartal in the district tomor
row realise its two-point
demand. reports UNB

The hartal call came from

| a meeting of the Parishad

held at Poura Bazar with
Abdur Razzak Biswas in the
chair today

The Parishad demanded

| exemplary punishment to the |
| former SP of the district MA |
| Mahbud and shifting the local

Chamber and Commerce and |
Industry's election date from |

December 3 to 20

The rally was addressed by
MA Kafi Sarker. Abu Rais
Khan and Rezaul Hossain
Minton.

The Parishad leaders
threatened that they would
enforce an indefinite hartal if

| their demands were not met
| by October 15.

Earlier, on September 24
the Parishad had enlorced a
hall-day hartal in the district.
demanding removal of the SP
and shifting the election
date.

Meanwhile, SP MA Ma-
hbud has been transferred
from Lhe district.

16 of a family
die in Pak
accident

ISLAMABAD, Oct 3: An
overloaded transport truck
plunged into a deep ravine in
western Pakistan, leaving 16
passengers from the same
family dead state-run media
reported today, reports AP

The driver of the truck —
carrying tons of coal along
with a family of Afghan no-
mads — lost control of the
vehicle when he tried to ne-
gotiate a sharp downhill turn,
the Associated Press of
Pakistan reported.

The victims, including 12
children., were found buried
the

The accident occurred
after the truck driver failed
to climb a steep section of

| road and was forced to back

up through a turn.
Only three members of

' crash,
fled the scene of the accident
and has been charged with

The shattered remains of the car of Macedonian President Kiro Gligorov after a bomb
exploded in central Skopje yesterday killing the driver and seriously injuring Gligorov in
an assassination attempt which coincides with his government's moves to mend fences
with neighbours Greece and Serbia.
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Old man commits
suicide in city
By DMCH Correspondent

A 67-year old man who
was on bail after having
hacked his wife to death
about six months ago, report-
edly committed suicide at his
house at Mohammadpur in
the city Monday night.

Police recovered the body
of the man, Sheikh Nuruddin
Ahmed, from his residence at
M-12, Nurjahan Road.

His son and daughter
found their father hanging
from a shower pipe Monday

night.

No one was in the house
at the time. His son Giasu-
ddin then informed the

Mohammadpur thana.

Police sent the body to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) for autopsy.
An unnatural death case has
been filed.

Nuruddin was arrested for
killing his wife in the kitchen

of their residence in March
last and later released on bail.

SKOPJE (Macedonia), Oct
3: A remote-controlled car
bomb exploded today as the
president of Macedonia drove
by. injuring the leader of the
volatile former Yugoslav re-
public, reports AP.

President Kiro Gligorov's
driver was killed and his se-
curity officer and three
pedestrians were injured in
the assassination attempt,
police said. One of the
pedestrians was in critical
condition.

Doctors said the 78-year-
old Gligorov had undergone
surgery for head injuries, and
would have to have more

surgery for an eye injury. The
doctors, who refused to be
identified, had at first char-
acterized the injuries as
slight but later were more
guarded.

They did not specify
Gligorov's injuries, saying
only that any head injury was
serious for a man of his age.

Police said two suspects in

their mid-20s were arrested,

but their identities were not

— AFP/UNB photo

Macedonian president
survives attempt

known. No one immediately
claimed responsibility for the
blast.

Gligorov's armoured
Mercedes took the brunt of
the blast. TV film showed the
car with its front right door
ripped open., and the rear
right door where Gligorov sat
was closed but penetrated by
metal shards. A man who ap-
peared to be badly injured
was lying on the pavement,
gesturing for help.

The bomb went off about
100 yards from Gligorov's of-
fices in Skopje, the Maced-
onian capital. The president’'s
route to his office is well
known, and the car often
slows at the point where the
bomb exploded because of
heavy traffic. A small car In
front of the presidential
limousine was reported to
have deliberately slowed
down before the blast.

Windows as high as the
ninth floor on nearby build-
ings were shattered when
the bomb exploded near the
Bristol Hotel.

the family of 19 survived the
as did the driver who

negligence, authorities said.

Feni BCL leader
arrested

FENI, Oct 3: A leader of
the Bangladesh Chhatra
l.eague was arrested today for
liis alleged involvement in
the murder of a college stu-
dent, reports UNB.

Police said Rezaul Karim
Shaheen, BCL Secretary of
Sadar thana unit, was picked
up from the town's Station
Road area this morning.

Some miscreants kid-
napped Ashraf on August 25.
The following day. local peo-
ple found him in Sohadevpur
area with fatal injuries and
rushed him to the Sadar
Hospital.

Later, he was shifted to
Dhaka Medical College

Hospltal where he expired on
September 8.

Ashraf's brother filed a
case with Sadar thana, accus-
ing 13 in this connection.

Actress Anju's

microbus
recovered
By Staff Correspondent
Police recovered the

stolen microbus of film ac-
tress Anju Ghosh from Jam-
alpur district and arrested
six persons in this
connection.

The arrested were identi-
fled as Shahjahan, 30, driver
of the microbus Khalil. 24,
Salam, 27, Nurul Islam alias
Liton, 23, Md Hossain. 30,
and Abdur Rashid.

Police saild the microbus
was stolen from in front of
the Dream Beauty Parlour at
Sector-4 in Uttara on
September 27. An unidenti-
fied gang later threatened
the film actress that her mi-
crobus would be burnt and
acid thrown at her if she
failed to pay Taka 1.6 lakh.

Suspecting the involve-
ment of the microbus driver,
in the theft, Uttara police ar-
rested him and Khalil on
September 29. Following
their confession, police ar-
rested three others and re-
covered the vehicle from
Fatepur village in Jamalpur
Sadar thana.

Flogging
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The cabinet also voted to
create a Ministry of Human
Rights.

London-based Amnesty
International in a recent
study warned that extra-ju-
dicial floggings could con-
tinue unabated.

"Beatings with sticks or
leather whips is frequently
administered,” Amnesty said
“Prisoners are hit on the
back. the buttocks and the

soles of their feet, resulting
in open wounds "

i
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DHAKA WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4,

1995

The Midnight File

France sends troops to
Comoros

FARIS, Oct 3: France sent 20 elite troops to the
Comoros islands today and leaders of a military coup led by
French mercenaries breached for a possible invasion.
French officials said the deployment of the Intervention
Group of the military police was part of a planned 'pre-po-
sitioning’ of troops in the region. but would not elaborate.
About 4 000 French soldiers are permanently stationed at

Mayottee
Madagascar. reports AP.
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Igmn food item said Dr
| Mostafizur Rahman. a senior

scientist of the [PH.

In every thana and the city
corporations there are sani-
tary officers working under
the Ministry of Health and
the corporations to ensure
the food safety. These offi-
cers, if in doubt about the
standard of any food item in
the market. send a sample to
the IPH which in turn has to
carry out the relevant tests

and submit its [findings
within one month. the scien-
tist noted.

‘But the existing laws of

| the country regarding food

adulteration is more than 32
years old. If any one is found
guilty of adulleration he is hi
able 10 a maximum fine ol Tk
200 under the Bangladesh
Pure Food Ordinance, 1959
pointed out Dr Rahman.

Many of the manufacturers
ol adulterated foodstuff are
getting away by paying only a

small fine, Institute sources
said.

It was noted that there is
a wide range of food items
which are not at all men-
tioned in the legislation. and
one such item is water

"When we have to check
on the industries which pro-
duce bottled mineral water
we are virtually tied because
the existing laws only talks
about soft drinks in particular
— not potable water,” said the
scientist.

It was learnt that in 1987
an interministerial commit-
tee was formed to up-date

. .
PM's visit
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last, she placed nine minis-
ters, state ministers and
deputy ministers lo supervise
the relief operation in the
flood affecied areas and de-
ployed the Bangladesh army
for rescue and relief opera-

tions.

Murders up
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western side of Mirpur Zoo
on September 8. Medical
sources said that there were
marks of injuries in the body
of the unidentified woman
aged about 30,

Afasuddin, 28, was al-
legedly strangled at a hotel
room in the North South
Road in the old part of the
city. In another incident, a

of dacoits shot dead one
Jahangir Alam Swapan. 25,
when he along with some
others, tried to resist the
gang from committing da-
coity in a house at Paradogai
under Demra thana in the
early hours of September 8.

A maid, Parveen, 12, was
lound dead in the kitchen of
a house at West Tejturi Bazar
under Tejgaon thana on

September 11. Police said
that the body which bore
marks of injuries was found
hanging from a ceiling hook.
Police on suspicion picked
up the landlord of the house,
his wife and brother.

Police recovered body of a
teenaged girl, Noor Rashida,
from a ditch near her house
at Meradia under Shabujbagh
thana early morning on
September 2. According to
medical sources, marks of in-
juries were found on her face
and legs and her hands were
tied with a scarf.

Ittefaq incident
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the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's court today, po-
lice said. Police claimed that
Renu was the main suspect in
the incident but didn't spec-
ify his identity.

A young man, Saifullah Md
Tareque alias Biplob, 24, son
of Nurunnabi, chief Auditor of
Bangladesh Film Develop-
ment Corporation (BFDC),
was shot dead and another
was seriously injured in the
shootout.
the father of
Nurunnabi in the FIR in
Sutrapur thana had alleged
that two young men aged be-
tween 22 and 25 came to his
residence Sunday morning
and called his son Biplob
After a few minutes chat in
front of their house, his son
left the house with them.

Later, at about 3 pm on
that day, another young man
in a motor bike came to their
house and informed that his
son was fatally injured and
was admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

Detective police took over
the case from Sutrapur thana
yesterday. police said

in the Comores, and at

Reunion, east of

Adulterated food

the country's age-old laws re-
garding pure food. The Food
Act Ordinance was reviewed
over the years and in 1994, a
set of recommendations were

forwarded Now the ordi-
nance, known as the Pure
Food Ordinance, 1994 is

awaiting the parliamentary
approval

“In the new Ordinance
things have been thoroughly
revised and updated in view
with the current problems in
this sector, such as vigorous
imprisonment and higher
fines were suggested.” said
an official of the Institute

CID probe
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partment Intercity train was
stopped ,and all its passen-
vers robbed of their valuables
by a gang of at least 20 rob-
bers for about 45 minutes
just before it entered the
Arikhola station at around
8.40 pm.

According to the officials,
as the train reduced its
speed near a culvert, because
of its poor condition, the
miscreants disconnected the
hose-pipe between two com-
partments. thus cutting off
the train's 'vacuum system
which automatically activated
the brakes.

The officials suspected
that the robbers were travel-
ling on the roof of the train at
the time.

The miscreants then
robbed the passengers in all
the seven compartments of
the train and disappeared in
the darkness of the night.”
sald one of the official.

An FIR was filed with the
Kamlapur GRP thana on
Monday in this connection.

Lankan fighting
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cations at Atchchuveli for
mortar attacks on the base.

The army captured a 41-
square-kilometre (12-square-
mile) area just outside the
Palaly military base, the de-
fence ministry said Monday.

Today's setback for the
rebels was reminiscent of
their failed attack on the
northeastern Weli Oya Marmy
Complex on July 28. In that
battle, the LTTE lost some
430 cadres while the army
lost only two soldiers and one
of thein was killed in a
friendly fire accident.

In another confrontation
in the eastern Tikkodai area,
police and rebels exchanged
fire., leaving three comman-
dos and six rebels killed, the
military said in a separate
statement today.

The LTTE's clandestine
radio was silent about the lat-
est fighting but said some
50,000 Tamil civilians have
fled their homes in the face
of a military offensive.

The Tigers are leading a
campaign for a homeland for
minority Tamils concen-
trated in the northern and
eastern regions. More than
50,000 people have died in
the conflict since it began in
1972.

Simpson
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guilty' to the murders.

Lacking any eyewitnesses,
the prosecution portrayed
Simpson as a jealous wife-
beater. It mounted complex
and technical case including
the use of DNA testing on
blood and hair samples to
place him at the scene of the
crime.

The 'dream team' of high-
powered defense lawyers ar-
gued that Simpson was the
victim of racist police who
planted evidence such as a
bloody glove. The former
football player did not testify
in his own defense.

Amid fears of a possible
racial backlash, federal au-
thorities drew up contin-
gency plans to avert any
widespread outbreak of vio-
lence from the verdict, White
House spokesman Michael
McCurry said in Washington.

"It has been said publicly
in California that they have
got contingency plans in
place and the federal gov-
ernment would be able to as-
sist in those if necessary. But
let's not rush off to anticipate
the worst,” MeCurry said.

The security measures
brought to mind the riots
that swept parts of Los
Angeles In 1992 afver the ac
quittal of four white police

officers in the videotaped
beating of black motorist
Rodney King



