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City's Problem of Rendezvous

by A S M Nurunnabi

Dhaka is on the threshold ol becoming a
megacity. Growing urbanisation exacts a
price in the form of gradual social isolation
among the dwellers caught up in the pro-
cess. With the fast pace of urbanisation, the
process of social isolation has intensified all
the more. Yet the urge for socialization is
inherent in man. Hence the citizens adopt
sundry means to meet one another under
varied circumstances.

The scope of finding a suitable ren-
dezvous for social exchanges is getting in-
creasingly limited
in this sprawling
city. Some may
disagree. They
may point out the
home or the of-
fice for the pur-
pose. Here also
the perspective
has changed. The
cooped-up acco-
mmodation com-
ing up in large
numbers in our
urban life provi-
des no longer
suitable facility
for that purpose.
Similarly an office
is mostly found
unsuitable as a
proper meeting
place. Thus the
opportunities in these respects which were
easily available in the fifties and the sixties
are no longer in existence. Changes have
overtaken our life-style, taste and ethos.

The city itself has undergone tremen-
dous changes. Being a city of a developing
country, no city culture has yet developed
for the teeming millions of its inhabitants
who dominate the urban picture. No ade-
quate provision exists for their healthy
recreation. The horrendous traffic jams, the
chokingly crowded public places and a
chaotic public transport system are among
the many ills that plague the city life. Lack
of orderliness and discipline is the hallmark
of this unplanned city.

Young men and women, particularly the
latter of the middle class are the worst vic-
tims of the existing paucity of suitable
meeting places. The city's public transport
system is such a shambles that those who
are compelled to use it by sheer necessity
always remain worried about their own
safety. They are therefore reluctant to use it
as a means.of going to some places to meet
a friend or'a relative if it involves travelling
some distance.

This situation tells heavily particularly on
young girls with limited financial means
who are consequently forced to remain
cooped up within the four walls of their
house. They find the only outlet for some re-
li8f from their boredom in the TV pro
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grammes. The story is; however, different
with the affluent classes who have their own
cars to go places of their choice as a meet-
ing place.

There are, of course, many people,
bereft of the luxury of independent trans-
port of their own, who resort to certain al-
ternatives as a meeting place which are an
outgrowth of new developments in the ur-
ban life. One such new development is the
growing number of ice-cream parlours in
the city. They serve as good spots for
meeting people
at reasonable co-
st. They are mo-
stly popular am-
ong the young
generation. Tho-
ugh ice-cream is
yet to emerge as

our life style.
many have found
in the ice-cream
pariours a conve-
nient means of
escaping the
humdrum exis-
tence of city life
with their friends
and relatives. In
the evenings and
on suliry days,
they tend to be-
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ded. which is their only drawback as a
meeting place. _

Other suitable venues for meeting people
without much cost include the proliferating
fast food shops. However, the number of cof-
fee-shops which may be used for such pur-
poses is comparatively small. At all these
places, there is much overcrowding
particularly in the evening which is
compounded by the presence of some
undesirable elements at times. This vitiates
the atmosphere for free and frank talks
among friends.

Cinema houses are no longer regarded as
suitable meeting places, because of the
presence of anti-social elements. Similar is
the situation in the city's parks and open
spaces. The so-called community centres
are normally venues for large gatherings for
the purpose of entertainment for such occa-
sions as marriage receptions and birthday

parties, etc.

The city dwellers have radically changed
in their mode of life. With their exposure to
new ideas through many sources — mainly
through such media as cable TV, CNN, BBC,
etc — their outlook has been patterned on
rejection of old ideas. But the present city
life has failed to keep up with the newfan-
gled ideas of the generation of people faced
with the problem of finding suitable places
for social exchanges in a peaceful atmo-
sphere. '
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Wanted

CIRCULATION OFFICER for The Daily Star newspaper.

Candidates must be young, smart, energetic Graduates willing
to travel throughout Bangladesh to promote and market this
newspaper all over the country. Please apply with complete
Bio-Data and a passport size photograph to the Managing
Editor, The Daily Star, House No. 11, Road No. 3, Dhanmandi
R/A, Dhaka-1205, by 5 Oct '95, 5-469
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Abba, Amma, Kaiser, Erum, Wasu,
Farisa, Faizan and Onaiza.

Caution for vehicle owners

The government authori-
ties has asked people con-
cerned not to bring vehicles
of garage without "original”
fitness certificate and warned
of fine for violation of the
order, reports UNB.

The warning came yester-

| day from the Department of

Environment after a week-
long mobile court since
September 23 which found a
huge number -of wvehicles
emitting black smoke and
using high-sound horns in
Dhaka and Chittagong metro-
politan cities.

Representatives from De-
partment of Environment,
Metropolitan Police, Metro-
politan Magistracy and Bang-
ladesh Road Transport Au-
thority (BRTA) took part in
the court.

In Dhaka, some 564 motor
vehicles were examined, of
which 26 were fined a total
of Tk 4,600 on charge of
emitting black smoke and
using high-sounding horns
while cases were filed against
105 vehicles.

Examining 313 vehicles,
the court realised an amount
of Tk 1.950 from 25 vehicles
in Chittagong city.

Black smoke is mainly
caused by lack of regular
servicing and maintenance of
vehicles.

The smoke, containing
carbon mono-oxide and poi-
sonous sulpher and lead, may
cause various complicated
diseases like cancer in lungs,

tuberculosis, pneumonia and
asthma.

The Department of En-
vironment said it would
regularly conduct mobile
courts in all the cities and
towns of the country in future
fo prevent air and sound pol-
lution.

Call for lowering
birth rate

By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a wnrimhup
vesterday underscored the
need for awareness among

the people to bring down | der. The leaders alleged that

the birth rate for develop-
ment of the country.

The workshop on the role
of journalists about reproduc-
tive health and rights was
held at the conference room
of Gano Sahajya Sangstha in
the city,

Twenty journalists from
different national and re-

the workshop. organised by
the Human Rights Journalists
Forum of Bangladesh.

Khandaker Rebeka Sarniat
of Women Health Coalition
and other experts conducted
the workshop.

She emphasised a net-
work between the journalists
and development workers so
that they could work to-

‘gether in this regard.

BCL blames BNP

for Dhali murder

By DU Correspondent

The Awami League backed
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) demanded immediate
arrest and punishment to the

. killers of AL activist Ahmed

Ali Dhali.

Dhali was reportedly
beaten to death on Thursday
at Tejgaon truck-stand in

the city in a clash between
the AL activists and the

| transport workers.

The BCL leaders at a rally
held in front of the DUCSU
building yesterday blamed
the ruling party for the mur-

the BNP had let loose terror-
ism across the country.

They also condemned the
recent threat by the

Jativatabadi Chhatra Dal about

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina saying that, any one

- who has least respect for

democracy cannot pass such

" remarks.
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RAJSHAHI, Sept 30: The
Rajshahi University authori-
ties yesterday announced the
results of first year honours
admission test of Law and

Science faculties, reports
LINB.
Officials said admission

test results of other faculties
will be announced in a week.

May you go on with your good
work. . .

FIRST GRAMEEN CHECK
APPARELS EXHIBITION'9S

You are cordialy invited to visit the Dazzling
Expostion of grameen check Apparels.
Apparels Both of Local & western
style are on display.

0 From : 1st to 5th October '95
[1st Oct Sunday, Inauguration

ceremony only for Invitees]
Time : Daily From 4PM to 8PM.

Venue :Alliance Franciase, DE Dhaka
26, Mirpur Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

organizeaty: B INSPIRATION
. (A Buying & Fashion House)
235/ 2, Elephant Road, Khair Mansion (3rd Floor)
Dhaka-1205, Bangladesh. Phone: 868456

" NOTICE FOR LOTTERY
SHARE APPLICATION

This. is for general

information of all

concerned that the Lottery of M. Hossain
Garments Washing and Dyeing Ltd. will
be held on Sunday 1st October, 1995 at the

| Tower (9th Floor) 10, Dilkusha Commercial
Area, Dhaka-1000 at 3.00 P.M. to ascertain
the successful share applicants.

A MINHAZ GROUP ENTERPRISE
M. HOSSAIN GARMENTS WASHING AND DYEING LTD.
Jiban Bima Tower (9th Floor)
10, Dilkusha Commercial Area. Dhaka-1000
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Nigerian leader

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has felicitated
General Saniabacha, Head of
State of Nigeria on the occa-
sion of his country's National

of the Department of Films
and Publication, died of a
heart attack at Al Razee

Hospital in the city yesterday. | &

He was 54, reports BSS.
He left behind his wife.

Our warmest felicitations on the

|

Occasion of the 46th
Anniversary of founding of the
People's Republic of China.

Day today, reports BSS. two daughters and a son.
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Mongla Port Authority
P. 0. Mongla Port, Bagerhat.

Tender Notice No.  10884-85.

Name of the Work Supply of (a) Furniture & (b)
Laboratory chemicals & Equip-
menits for port school, (Mongla)
Tk. 60.00 (Sixty) only (Non-
refundabie)

@ Tk 2% of the total quoted value
must be submitied with the tender
schedue.

Sealed tenders are nvited from the
bonahide shopkeeper supphers &
manutacturers.

Office of the Chief Finance &
Accounts Officer, Mongla Por
St. Finance Officer (P), Mongla
Port Authonty, Mongla, Bagerhat
Up to 28-10-85 dunng normal office
hours.

29-10-85 up 1o 1200 hours.

. a
[ The city unit of Bangladesh Awami League held a rally
| in front of the Jatiya Press Club to condemn the murder
' af Ahmed Ali Dhali, a party worker gunned down by ‘
, terronists on Thursday in city's Tejgaon area.- Star photo

- Talk on Engels ILO official

tomorrow in City
Bangladesh Workers Party Dr Iftikhar Ahmed. a se-

will organise a discussion on nior official of the Internatio- |
Frederic Engels, founder of nal Labour Organisation (ILO) |
|
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| scientific socialism and a headquarters, Geneva, arriv-

great philosopher, on his ed in the city yesterday on a |
| 100th death anniversary, re- 10-day technical monitoring |
| ports BSS and policy advisory mission |
| The discussion to be held in Bangladesh, says a press
in Bangladesh Sports Council release. |
auditorium in the city on
. Monday will be participated
by left political leaders and
| comrade Stefan Engel. a
German leftist leader now in

Bangladesh

Dr Ahmed during his stay |
will discuss policy matters
and project implementation
strategies with senior offi-
cials of the government and |
the ILO area office in Dhaka. |
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Light rain forecast

Light to moderate rain or thundershower accompanied
by temporary gusty wind is likely at a few places over
Rajshahi and Sylhet divisions and one or two places over
Dhaka, Chittagong. Khulna and Barisal divisions during the
next 12 hours till 6 pm today. reports UNB. '

Met: Office said slight rise in day temperature is
expecied over the country

Meantime. Sylhet experienced the highest rainfall of 61
mm rain during the last 24 hours till 6 am yesterday
Khulna had 49 mm rain. Fandpur 31, Jessore 24. Rajshahi
18, Mymensingh 16. Dinajpur 15 and Rangpur 13 mm |
shower during the period |

The country s highest temperature 34 .2 degrees Celsius
was recorded at Madaripur and Rangamati while the
lowest 22 4 degrees at Dinajpur

The sun sets to day at 546 pm and rises tomorrow at
5:50 am

The maximum and minimum

and time of
opening the tender

31-10-95 up 1o 12-00 hours

Name of the office

Office of the Chiel Finance &

Accounts Officer, Mongla, temperatures and

where the tender

: humidity recorded in some major cities and towns
documents will be Bagerhat in presence of the
ety reertey wee CITI LINK APARTMENT LTD.
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