EENAGERS — the ve
ry word suggest you-

T

th, vitality. zest etc,
etc. Unlike the teenagers
abroad, the younger

generation here have hardly
any place to go no
amusement parks or recre-
ational facilities no discos.
One can find young people
in the cafe Aarong Sipping
away cokes with their friends

or having an absolute nervous
the &

breakdown on seeing
prices! Aarong is quite popu-

lar with the young people; It g*

is included and provides a

beautiful view of the busy %

streets of Dhaka city's and
one must not forget that for
couples this is an extremely
convenient placel

Most of the fast food
stores llke La Bamba are
quite popular also, despite
the fact that La Bamba keeps

its prices. Both Star

Kabab and La Bamba have the
benefit of being centrally sit-
uated. All the schools and
colleges are nearby and any
chance any one gets to ge!
out, he or she will definitely
take the opportunity to go to
La Bamba or Star Kabab.

A sip of the cool coke and
a bite of the greasy yet deli-
cious burger — what more
can anyone possibly want!

The lake is also a favourite
of the younger generation
perhaps, because of the vague
glimpses of nature one get
there, perhaps because of its
secluding or perhaps because
it is so different from any
coloured restaurants. Girls
and boys (some even in uni-
forms) can be found staring
at the waters or vowing or
shooting balloons or better
still trying to figure out the
intricacies of life. We must
not forget the nuts or chen-
abadam and the tea we get
here are so crude yet so deli-
ciousl!

Ramna Park is also a
favourite place for the youngs.
All sorts of people can be
found here and when one is
young the discomforts of sit-
ting on grass or being bitten
by ants are not at all. The
Sangsad Bhaban is quite pop-
ular especially during the
evenings when no one has
anything else to do.

Some people go there 1o
study (so they say) among all
the greenery, some go there

‘to just pass the time and

some go their for privacy and
.. their loved ones!

Shifting from these places
if one move on to Gulshan
then Kintuki, Rainbow,
Dolce Vita are some of the
places that are the favourite
haunts of some of the
younger generation. The
thing that amazes me the
most and undoubtedly what

you are asking too is —
where do they get the
money? '

There can be several

replies to this question,
younger people are becoming
more and more aware of the
need of pocket money. Now
pocket money is not exactly

all that popular |Iin
Bangladesh, some of us get it
some of us don't. Well then
what do the unlucky ones do?
After much pondering I'm
sure they realize that they
have to work in order to get
extra money, some boys and
girls teach, others help out
in offices, schools etc.

More and more of the
younger group are becoming
interested in working and
having some extra money for
spending on themselves or
their friends. Some are for-
tunate enough to be able to
just spend money without any
work and | can almost see
the look of envy on the faces
of those who have to work for
it.

But remember only those
who do obtain what they want
through hard work are, in
the end, rewarded. Somehow

friends gives immense plea-
sure to these young people,
those who have canteens in
their schools and colleges
consider themselves quite
lucky, what can be more en-
joyable than sitting in the

canteen, lhmﬂsand
talking nhuut the pairs in-

volved in being young!

Its quite amusing to hear
what they or we talk about.
Mainly it can be called gos-
sip, what has happened in
school? What that girl or that
boy has done? What scandals
are happening in Bombay or
America? How sad it is that
studies are so difficult.

Then comes the part
where they become bored
and look around — Aha! They
see someone they can pick
on, so what do they do? They
comment on his or her
dress, shoes. looks, every-
thing — starting from the
head to the toes, when every-
thing has been scanned and
commented on, they start

feeling bored again.

"Then what teo do?
Ofcourse discuss about how
boring life is? How steep the

are. How can just one
coke be Tk 107 And it goes
on. conversations of the
younger generation can be
quite stimulating. It not only
ranges on a wide variety, but
its mixture of wit, humour,
scandalous remarks and seri-
ous matters make it unique

— _and perhaps a little more in-
7 teresting than the older gen-
4 crluun.

Iits really quite sad to real-
ize that there are only some
places where the younger
lﬂ.’lﬂ'lﬂﬂn can ‘hang out,
h-ut most of these places are

Z4nothing out of the ordinary,

places like Big Byte, Pizza

especially . the omne In
Dhanmondi is also another
favourite of the ‘young'. -

On a hot summers day
licking an ice cream and gos-
siping with your friend, what
more can you possibly ask
for? The other restaurants
such as Chinese, Italian etc
are much too formal and
much too steep, so that's why
the younger generation usu-
ally steer clear away from it,
unless ofcourse fortune has
bestows a lot of good fortune
and then it becomes afford-
able.

Its quite pathetic that we
have no amusement parks no
place to just be with our
friends and have some pri-
vacy. May be if people started
thinking more about the
younger generation and less
on their money making
schemes of big restaurants,
Bangladesh will have places
where every one can go and
just enjoy themselves like
they should or act their agel

The Rest of Your Life

Without Cigarettes?!

by Aditi Mubin Chowdhury

HERE is no easy way
to give up smoking.
For most, it is a stru-
ggle, requiring considerable
self-control and de-
termination. Unless you are
convinced that you really
mean to quit smoking, your
attempt will fail.
It helps to have a strategy for
giving up. It is best to
decide about a week in
advance which day you will
~actually quit (Q-day). Make
a4 note in your diary and
tell everyone about it. You
may even manage to
ersuade a workmate,
or some one in the
family to give up with you.
For a few typinnl working
days before hand you
should restrict yourself
firmly to only those
cigarettes you really need
to smoke. A good idea is to
keep a smoking diary of
these ‘necessary'’
cigarettes, noting the time
you lit up and what you
were doing. This will be
useful later when it comes
to devising tactics for
fighting off temptation.
The night before Q-day,
ceremoniously light up for
the last time and throw or
give away any remaining
cigarettes. Try to remind
yourself again of the
benefits of stopping and
~ tell yourself that tomorrow
you will be a non-smoker
S ——

[despite your carving for a
cigarettel).

Q-day:

TUDY you smoking di-

ary and decide how to

cope with today's
difficult situations. Try to
think of ways to break
routines, to distract or
comfort yourself. Do not
think about tomorrow, just
think about getting through
today.

These hints may help you :

- If you miss lnmething
your mouth, try substitutes
such as ch gum.

- If you feel awkward without
a cigarette to occupy your
hands, find mmathing to
play with : coins, a bunch
of keys or a pen or pencil.

Do whatever you: can to

. change your daily routine
so that you are not being
tempted constantly if you
enjoyed a cigarette with a
cup of tea or coffee, try

. switching to soft drinks or
fresh orange juice.

Keep away from places where
people are smoking. If you
tended to smoke when
you were relaxing, keep
yourself busy with a variety
of practical activities, and
spend as much time in the
open air as possible.

Make smoking a little more
difficult for yourself, Buy

just one packet at a time
and make it ten rather
than twenty. Hide your
lighter or matches, or
leave them at home. Do
not smoke in front of
children. Do not accept
cigarettes from others.

When you reach for a

cigarette, stop. look at

your watch and wait for a

while before taking it out

of the pocket.

Cut out your two least
favourite of the
day. Each week cut out
two more.

Start saving the money that
smoking would have cost
you and plan a treat for

- yourself at the end of your
first month as a non-
smoker.

Take eaoh day as it comes
and do not worry about
facing the rest of your life
without cigarettes. Keep
reminding yourself why
you have stopped smoking
and try to invent new
of coping with difficulties
you encountered the
previous day. -

It maybe difficult at first but

many ex-smokers find that

after a few days things get
much easier. | had a few
friends who were chain
sgiokers but now they
have turned into ex-
smokers. If they can do it
I'm sure you can as well.
Good Luck!

Sunpmm — The colaurl ofAmermun I:ﬁuty!a

O SOLITUDE

Solitude, if 1 must with thee dwell
Thou must fetch the water from the well.

But thy heart is so hostile,

It dost scare me to say,
If I liveth with thee

I shalt never smile or play.

Thou cans't not see, nor feel, nor hear
Thy deathly air I breatheth full of fear.
For here without anyone else but thee,

I dieth of loneliness.
Though thou art nothing.

But the imagination of me.

Thou art a hound greedy and hungry,

Thou followeth me wherever I go.

I tryeth all the time to escape

From thy jaws wide, empty and agape.
Spareth me this time, Solitude O great
And thou shalt have thy reward.

| Why are thee so cruel and evil?
What have men done to thee

To deserve the treatment thou
With no knowledge of how muc

f#lﬂl them
hurt thou provoke.

So now I pray and God’s help I invoke
With hope that thee shalt not kill me.

For after me there shalt be men

Who like me have no one in whom to confide
But only thou who care not what they say.
Thou shalt be able to have thy fun

As there will be plenty for you to enjoy,

To persecute and torment with thy tyranny.

Forbidden Thoughts

by Kazi Khaled Arafat

I 'M Lo blame
I blame me when [ am |
So lynch me

And I'll help you see
Lhat justice gets done.

[ confess | broke your rules
You're right in calling me a fool
I'd blame me if 1 were you

| shouted my forbidden thoughts from the rooftops
But new | know they weren't worth sharing
Cuz yours and mine didn't coincide

~Now | don't know where to hide

| have a conscience

And that conscience wants to commit suicide

No obligation

And | know you'll return the favour likewise

When [ achieved control

Counterfeit pleasantries are easier to take

Than my censored ideas

and dogmatic and opinionated perceptions

Why couldn't | see you're always so correct

Please forgive me forgive me for saying what I think
I'l keep them bottled up next time

s0 please leave me a next time

And 1
. Have to suffer from the

promise, you'll never, ever again

Who says what he feels should be

HE great human race.

What a miracle of na-

lure we are! How inte-
illigent, how powerful. how
different we. Homo sapiens
are [rom all the lower forms
ol lile. We are the ultimate
form of evolution [?) — how
our minds work! We proudly
acknowledge ourselves to be
great and good bul are we
indeed such?

Yes. we are civilized, we
have enough resources to
share. to live comfortably and
we can find solutions to most
of our problems. We claim to
be rational human beings and
we put on a show of being
such. But how do we explain
ourselves when we act no
better than uncivilized, ruth-
less animals.

When we look about us
and witness the ugliness of a
part of man's nature, we are
shocked and ashamed. Then
we question ourselves — what
is the difference between us
and the vicious animals be-
longing to the jungles.

Comparatively, how much
more rational are we when
we murder millions for a
(limsy plot of land or when
we savagély slaughter each
other during riots. Which
part of our nature do we ex-
press when all our sup-
pressed selfishness, hatred,
prejudism come to life? Do
we forget to love and forgive?
Lets look at some of the
things that comes not of love

(1) War: A child of about
three or four is standing near
the still body of a female lying
on the middle of an empty
sireet. The body is covered in
blood. The child's only pos-

Only a Little Love Could
Change the World

by Susmita Roy

session is the ragged teddy it
clutches. The shooting may

start again and luckily, the
child may die of a bullet and
not of starvation ...

(11} Murder: There is no
sense of shame, guilt or re-
gret when the man tells the
police how his relatives had
assisted him in killing his
wife ... "1 had asked her
whether it was to be her life
or the dowry ... she chose the
former ... ha! And she wanted
to see her daughter for the
last time ... She deserves
what she got ...~

(I1l) The man who
crouched on the floor of the
ware house was 25. He was
wishing he had never
into politics. If they mur-
dered or crippled him. what
would happen to his mother
and sister? One of the three
men walking up 0 him car-
ried a knife. The victim had
seen one of those before and
he knew what it was used
for. He also knew that they
wouldn't let him die in the
easy way ... they'd probably
cut his veins.

(IV) The rickshaw was
slow and it was getting late.
The passenger was thankful
that she had worn no jew-
ellery, There were four or
five rough looking men swag-
gering in the middle of the
otherwise empty street. The
girl yelled when they stopped
her rickshaw and pulled her
down. While one held onto
the feeble old rickshaw
puller, one pulled at her du-
patta; and no one heard her
pleading cries ...

The examples above are
only a feeble attempt to show
what happens all over the

world, each and everyday.
News of such occurrences
are only the reported cases
and millions of such other
unreported cases go by with-
outl notice. In this world at
some time or the other, acts
of violence. terrorism and
cruelty are occurring without
fall. Disputes about emetional
issues like religion, :
colour and language could
easily be solved using pa-
tience, tolerance and under-
standing. If only it were kept
in mind that there is nothing
greater and more sacred than
humanity. peace and

prnipcrit]r would reign the

It il unimaginable what
love can do. Love can save
slarving people: it can pre-
vent animals from becoming
extinct; it can prevent defor-
estation; it can give orphans
homes, it can prevent war.
murder and love is the most
powerful instrument for
peace and happiness. Love for
mankind does not go unno-
ticed for so many great peo-
ple have received honourable
awards such as the Neoble
Peace Prize.

Love is indeed the only
thing that can make the
world go round. If we loved
ourselves, all creatures big
and small and if we truly
loved life itself, we would get
back double the amount of
love we gave out. All religions
emphasize followers to love
mankind and undoubtedly,
'He who loves all life-forms is
serving God himself (— by

-Buddha). It costs nothing and

it pains none to love others
but only a little love could
change the world.

GUESS!

AN you guess who they ara? If you can, write down the name of the series |
C d“;rﬂhmdthc name of thelr character that they play. And send us uﬁmm

Are The BTV Authorities Anglophobes?

HE TV serial Tipu Su-

Itan held out hiltmy

And it was dubbed in

quite a number of languages,

which was of course, 1 would

say, not objectionable.

Because by watching this,

people got the chance to
know tit-bit of history.

But BTV's further initiative
of dubbing Time Trax and
Dark Justice in Bengali is, |
think nothing but a sheer
madness. | am quite aware of
the fact that we are
Bangladeshi. Byt this isn't the
way of showing our meagre
patriotism.

How do we call ourselves

underlying difference

by Arif Jamal

patriots, when our young
generation do not know the
be-
tween the Victory day and
the Independence day.

If BTV has simply the no-
tion of drawing in more audi-
ence, why doesn't it add
some more interesting seri-
als to its programme? It was
quite inevitable that viewers
would be diverted away from
BTV, when Star TV or ----
sattelite channels were in-
troduced. And it happened
indeed. What | can say fur-
ther is that resorting to such

steps, BTV would achigve no
goal. Rather it would lose a
sizeable fraction of its view-
ers, who at-least used to
stick to BTV for the above
mentioned, two most popular
series. Besides dubbing into
Bengali, | would say would
distort the originality and
wollld also steal the sense of
humour and such.

I do not mean to launch a
crusade against anyone. And
if this writing of mine offends
anyone, | apologise for that.
But as a keen viewer it is my
request to BTV that before
considering any step it must
consider the pros and cons.



