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Ireland to set up ties with Bosnia:
Ireland said Wednesday it will establish diplomatic
relations with Bosnia-Herzegovina, AP reports from Dublin.
Irish Foreign Minister Dick Spring and Bosnian Foreign
Minister Mohammed Sacirbey reached the agreement at
the United Nations in New York, according to the Irish

Foreign Affairs Department.
morphine:

Cambodia seizes 120 kg
Cambodian police have seized 120 kg (264 Ib] of white
powder which has been identified as morphine. a local
newspaper reported yesterday, Reuter reports from

Phnom Penh.

Heng Peo, head of the capital's anti-drug department,
was quoted in the Cambodia Daily as saying the drug was
seized in central Kompong Chhnang province en route to
the capital,

4 more executed in China: rour

people have been executed and 31 sentenced to long

prison terms in China's biggest case of kidnapping of
babies and children since the 1949 Communist takeover,
the China News Service said yesterday, Reuter reporis
from Beijing.

The People's Intermediate Court at Chongging in
southwestern Sichuan province sentenced the 35 at a pub-
lic rally on Wednesday.

12 feared drownedin UP: At teast 12

people were feared drowned when a boat carrying school
children capsized in the northern district of Azamgarh in
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International ,
 Troops carry out house-to-house
search around Hazratbal Mosque

a showdown Friday between
Parray's men and rival
Muslim groups near the
shrine, located on the out-
skirt of this Kashmir summer
capital. All militant groups in
Kashmir are heavily armed.

"There is a lot of tension
in the area”, said a resident
living close to Hazratbal,
which Indian troops besieged
for more than a month in
1993 to flush out dozens of
Muslim militants holed up
inside,

Police have placed sand-
baged bunkers outside the
shrine and brought in rein-
forcements on Thursday to
prevent possible damage to
the complex, which is visited
by thousands of Muslim on
Fridays.

The Muslim separatist
campaign in Kashmir, India's
only Muslim-majority state,
has left more than 12,000
people dead since 1989.

Reuter adds: Kashmiri
newspapers resumed publica-
tion today, ending an eight-
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form by Kashmiri Muslim
politicians.

Parray's announcement
was denounced by separatist
groups which called for a
general strike in the Kashmir
Valley on Friday in protest
against the proposed visit by
an Indian election officials
and the killing of 14 mili-
tants on Monday.

Parray, dubbed an Indian
agent by Muslim separatists,
told AFP on Tuesday at his
stronghold in Hajin, some 40
kilometres (25 miles) from
here, that he would address
the Friday congregation at
Hazratbal at all costs.

"Who can stop me?" he
said, pojnting to an AK-47 as-
sault rifle. "We shall be in
Hazratbal on Friday."”

Shabir Siddigi, a Muslim
guerilla who has an office
near Hazratbal and who heads
a rival faction of the Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF), has threatened to foil
Parray's meeting.

Folice said there could be

SRINAGAR. India, Sept
28: Indian troops carried out
a house-to-house sweep near
Kashmir's holiest mosque to-
day as warring Muslim sepa-
ratist groups braced for a
showdown over the Islamic
shrine, reports AFF.

Hundreds of paramilitary
troops in olive green uni-
forms took part in the mas-
sive search of the thickly
populated areas around the
Hazratbal Mosque for mili-
tants and hidden weapons,
residents and police sources
said.

The troops, backed by the
local police, blocked one of
the main roads leading to the
mosque, which houses a
whisker Kashmiri Muslims
believe came from the beard
of the Prophet Mohammed.

The crackdown came a
day before a renegade mili-
tant leader, Kuka Parray,
vowed to address a public
meeting on Friday at the
marble shrine, which has
been used for years as a plat-

day strike prompted by
threats from two warring
factions of leading separatist
group.

The newspapers stopped
their presses last week after
two factions of the Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF) demanded their views
be given prominence on their
news pages.

The squabbling within the
JKLF started last week when
its Pakistan-based leader,
Amanullah Khan, said he had
removed Yasseen Malik, a
JKLF leader in Kashmir, and
replaced him with Shabbir
Ahmad Siddique.

Khan said JKLF comman-
ders. who had vowed to fight
Indian forces, were fed up
with Malik's alleged inactiv-
ity, which he said restricted
the JKLF to Srinagar, the
summer capital of India's
Jammu and Kashmir state.

Malik retaliated by an-
nouncing the dismissal of
Khan as head of the group

Uttar Pradesh state,

the Press Trust of India said

Thursday, AFP reports from New Delhi.

The news agency said the overloaded boat, carrying
about 30 people, tilted and capsized in the Gangi river on
Wednesday. Three bodies have been recovered so far.

Landslide buries 15 in Russia: »

landslide in the northern Caucasus Mountains buried at
least 15 people, an official said Thursday, AP reports from

Moscow.

The slide occurred Wednesday afternoon near the vil-
lage of Alkun in Russia's southern republic of Ingushetia,
sald Emergency Situations Ministry spokeswoman Tatyana
Timoshenkova. She said she couldn't confirm the number
of people or comment on whether any could have survived.

Launch of Columbia post?oned:

The scheduled Thursday morning launch oi the space
shuttle Columbia was postponed when NASA discovered a

hydrogen leak during fuelling, Reuter reports from Cape

Canaveral.

“We scrubbed at 4 am EDT (0800 GMT) due to a hydro-
gen leak in main engine number one." said spokesman
George Diller. Diller said replacing the fuel valve in the
engine would mean a delay of "about a week."

Chernomgrdin arrives in Seoul:

Russian Prime

nister Viktor Chernomyrdin arrived in

Seoul early Thursday for a three-day official visit to South
Korea and went almost immediately into a meeting with
his counterpart Lee Hong Koo, officials said, AFP reports

from Seoul.

It is the first visit by Chrnomyrdin to South Korea since
Moscow and Seoul set up ties five years ago.

150 Malaysian cult men surrender:

About 150 Muslim and Christian members of a shadowy

religious group surrendered to

lice in eastern Malaysia

Thursday after spending at 1¥ast a wéek holed up in a
farmhouse, a news agency reported, AP reports from Kuala

Lumpur.

The members of the recently-formed group, whose
name is not known. believed that the world will come to
an end next month, Bernama news agency and Malaysian
newspapers reported. The group's activities could not be
independently confirmed. News reports described the
group as a doomsday cult. It is believed to be led by an
Indonesian of Timorese origin and his Filipino wife.

Hired killer executed in US: 4

man convicted of a murder-for-hire plot was executed
Wednesday night by injection. becoming the 300th person
put to death in the United States since capital punishment
was reinstated 19 years ago. AP reports from Virginia.
Dennis W Stockton, 54, was convicted of killing an 18-
year-old for 1,500 dollars in what police said was a drug-

related slaying.

'BJP splits in Gujarat

faction to grab power from |

NEW DELHI, Sept 28:
India's opposition Hindu na-
tionalist Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) faced a bitter
public split in its showcase
state of Gujarat today that
could hurt the chances of the
party in general elections
next year, reports Reuter.

Gujarat Chiel Minister
Keshubhai Patel cut short a
tour of the United States to
promote investment in his
state and was rushing back to
try to avert a complete rup-
ture.

Police used tear gas and
batons outside government
offices in the Gujarat state
capital. Gandhinagar. on
Wednesday night to disperse
angry supporiers of Patel
protesting at dissident moves
to oust him.

National leaders of the
BJP. the biggest opposition
party in the Indian parlia-
ment, played down the ex-
tent of the crisis and said it
would blow over.

But the bid by a dissident

Patel was likely to have na-
tional repercussions for the
party, coming only months
before a general election that
BJP leaders have said will
bring them to power in New
Delhi

Gujarat is one of India's
most industrialised states

“The image of the BJP has

certainly suffered grievous |

damage.” The Pioneer news-
paper said. "With the Lok
Sabha (lower house) elections
barely a few months away,
this hardly augurs well for

the party.”

Sentor BIP olbcials were: |

dispaiched Lo mend the split
in the state. where the party

won a landslide victory in |

elections only seven months
ago

The split appeared to be
motivated by dissatisfaction
in some sections of the
Gujarat party at the way the
chairmanships of state cor-
porations and other bodies
were bheing handed out.
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Twenty-four-year old Stefan Jauch of Germany checks his camera Sunday on Srinagar's
Dal Lake where hundreds of houseboats remain vacant due to six years of fighting
between Kashmiri militants and Indian government forces.

— AFP/UNB photo

NEW YORK, Sept 28: In
another sign of improved US-
Chinese relations, China is
drepping plans to sell twg
nuclear reactors to Iran,
Foreign Minister Qian Qichen
sald Wednesday, reports AP.

The announcement re-
flected a far more concilia-
tory tone from Beijing in re-
cent weeks. At the start of a
meeting with Secretary of
State Warren Christopher,
Qian also backed away from
his government's harsh reac-
tion to the unofficial US visit
of Taiwan's president last
summer

But the more friendly dia-
logue did not result in the

announcement of a meeting
this

President

October between
Clinton and

China drops plan to sell two
N-reactors to Iran

Chinese President .Jiang
Zemin, Such an announce-
ment was widely expected.

‘Having a sur@mit meeting
and where it would take
place is still under discus-
sion,” said a senior adminis-
tration official, who discussed
the Christopher-Qian meet-
ing only on condition he not
be identified by name.

The official said the Qian
"made it clear that the Iran
reactor deal would not be
implemented.”

The United States has
been pressuring Russia, so far
without success, to cancel a
contract to build nuclear
power plants in Iran. The US
position is that the sale of any
nuclear technology. even for
civilian power generation,

could have dangerous conse-
quences.

He welcomed the Chinese
decision but added, "I'm not
saying this clears up every
possible problem” regarding
Chinese dealings with Iran.
The Beijing government is
also suspected of selling mis-
sile parts to Iran as well as to
Pakistan. If proven, that
would result in cutting off US
assistance to China.

The official also said that
Qian delivered a letter from
Jiang to Clinton. He refused
to discuss its contents

Al the opening of the
nearly two-hour meeting,
both Christopher and Qian
emphasized the recent im-
provement of US-Chinese re-
lations.

US Defence Secretary William Perry (L) poses with King Hussein of Jordan during a
photo opportunity at the Pentagon on Wednesday. King Hussein is scheduled to attend
ceremonies at the White House Thursday for the signing of the West Bank autonomy

accord with the Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO).

— AFP/UNB photo
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'Palestinian state
won't be created

» [ ]

within 50 yrs'

TEL AVIV, Sept 28: Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
sald Wednesday he saw no
Palestinian state being cre-
ated on the West Bank and
Gaza Strip for at least another
25 to 50 years, reports AFP.

Rabin was interviewed by
Israeli state television before
his departure for Washington
to sign an historic accord to-
day to expand Palestinian au-
tonomy on the West Bank.

Reacting to statements by
his environment minister
Yossisarid, who said earlier
that he was "convinced" a
Palestinian state would be
established, Rabin said: "he
(Sarid) will have to wait an-
other 25 years, or 50, and
maybe more."

After an Israeli cabinet
meeting that approved the
autonomy accord Wednesday,
Sarid said the agreement
would eventually lead to the
creation of a Palestinian
state, which Rabin has re-
peatedly refused.

Hillary to join
'first ladies meet
of Americas’

ASUNCION, Sept 28:
Hillary Clinton, wife of US
President Bill Clinton, will at-
tend the “"First Ladies
Summit of the Americas”
next month in Paraguay, offi-
cials here said Wednesday,
reports AFF.

Clinton will attend the
October 16-20 meeting
hosted by Paraguay's first lady
Teresa Carrasco De Wasmosy
with 20 other presidential
spouses from Latin America,
the Caribbean and Canada.

Summit organiser Leila
Rachid said the first ladies
would discuss issues con-
cerning women and children
and launch a campaign to
wipe out measles by 2000, a
project Clinton initiated.

64 Indian mine
workers yet to

be rescued

DHANBAD, India, Sept 28:
More flood water seeped into
a mine Thursday where 64
workers remained trapped in
northern India, leaving res-

cue workers with little
chance of saving them, re-
ports AP,

Heavy monsoon rains and
water from an overflowing
and breached canal also
flooded three smaller mines
on Wednesday, killing nine

miners whose bodies were

recovered.

The 64 trapped miners
remained in a large 145-me
ire-deep (485-feet) mine
that was nearly filled with
walter, police said.

Rescue workers tried to
shore up the breached canal
and use four large pumps to

remove water from the mine.

Hannelore Kohl, wife of the German Chancellor holds
Tuesday a copy of her newly released cook book, which
she produced with the help of husband Helmut Kohl.
The book which features regional German dishes, is

entitled Culinary Journey".

Cat princess on

crush aiet

BIRMINGHAM: Princess the cat ate chicken curries,
chapatis and canned cat food until she swelled to 60
pounds (27 kgs) and could no longer waddle to the kitty

litter, reports AP.

That's when her wealthy owners called in the Cats
Protection League in Birmingham, 110 miles (180 kms)

northwest of London.

“The family was fi
each day and on top
chapatis," said Diane

cruel by being so kind."
Princess was p

years,” Reynolds said.

Princess is one of six cats who lived at the same house,

where each had its own bedroom and bed. All of this fe-
t, "but Princess was the largest and

could not move her belly off the floor," Reynolds said.
The owners names were not released.

Contrast symbols
met each other

VATICAN CITY: A sex symbol of the 50s and a symbel of
morality of the '90s touched hands at the Vatican, reports

lines were overweigh

AP

film career.

Afterward, Bardot kissed the pope's hand and the twe
chatted briefly, John Paul holding her hands in his.

"I have come to see the pope because he is one of the
great world personalities and | hope he can play a role in,
our battle,” Bardot told reporters when she arrived in the;

Paul V]I Auditorium.

Some in the crowd of several thousand applauded when
Bardot walked to her seat. That was a marked contrast to
the criticismn the Vatican meted out follo
the film that brought her international fame in 1956, "And

God Created Woman.”

her about five tins of cat food

of that she had a chicken biryani and
Reynolds, warden of the league's cat
pound. "They didn't realize that they were actually being

laced on a strict diet of canned cat food
in the morning and dried food before bedtime, and her
weight has fallen to 30 pounds (13.5 kgsl.

"She is a lot healthier now and we were quite surprised
last week when we actually saw her break into a trot —
that's the first time she has ever broken into her run in

Brigitte Bardot sat in the front row during Pope John
Paul II's general audience Wednesday along with 40 other
members of an animal rights group. The French woman
has devoted herself to that cause since abandoning hﬂ':

-h

|

release of

Indo-Pak tug of war over
Kashmir at UNGA session

UNITED NATIONS, Sept
28: India and FPakistan en-
gaged in an angry exchanged
over Kashmir late on
Wednesday in what has be-
come a feature of annual
General Assembly sessions,
reports Reuter.

The latest dispute was
touched off by extensive ref-
erences to Kashmir in a
speech to the Assembly by
Pakistani Foreign Minister
Sardar Aseff Ahmad Ali, who
said its inhabitants "continue
to be killed, mained, exe-
cuted, tortured and dishon-
oured” by Indian forces.

India and Pakistan have
gone to war three times
since independence from
Britain in 1947, 6 twice over
Kashmir

Exercising his reply at the
end of the day, Nalin Surie ol
India said the Pakistan minis-
ter's remarks were “couched
in abusive language and con-
sisted entirely of falsehoods.”

Accusing Pakistan of hav-
ing "perfected the art of state
sponsored terrorism in ...
Kashmir and Afghanistan.” he
said it had now "unleashed
terror on its own people.”

Surie said Karachi was "in
flames because the govern-
ment of Pakistan is practie-
ing its brutality on its own
people” a reference to a bit-
ter conflict in Pakistan's
biggest city between security
forces and the ethnic .
Qaumi Movement that has
taken about 1,400 lives this
year.
In reply, Ambassader
Ahmad Kamal of Pakistan
called the Indian
“fallacious and baseless" and
rejected the assertion that
Kashmir was an integral part
of India.

"Kashmir is a disputed
territory and has been
nised as such by the United
Nations for the last 47 years."
he said.

3 terrorists
'3 .
held in Delhi

NEW DELHI. Sept 28
Three terrorists were ar-
rested near the capital's main
railroad station Thursday, in-
cluding two trained as sui-
cide bombers to kill VIPs, a
news agency reported, re-
ports AP.

The three men were car-
rying an assault rifle, 70 car-
tridges apd RDX explosive
powder when they were

captured by a special branch
of the Delhi police force,

United News of India said.
The report did not say
who they were planning to
kill or where and when
Police identified them as
Harpreet Singh. 24;
Charanjeet Singh. 24, and
Jyot Singh. 30, and said they
belong to Babbar Khalsa a

Sikh separatist group.

Perot again shakes up US presidential political picture

WASHINGTON. Sept 28
Once again, mavoerick bil-
lionaire Ross Perot has
shaken up the US presiden-
tial political picture with his
surprise announcement on
Monday that he is forming a
third party for the 1996 elec-
tion, reports Reuter

The Texas industrialist
with his familiar high pitched
twang took advantage of the
same political soapbox he
used in 1992 to launch his

bid as an independent candi
date for president He chose
CNN's “Larry Kings Live’
programme after asking the
cable network for air time
and flying to Los Angeles
from his Dallas base to make
the announcernent.

Perot left many unan-

swered questions such as
whether he would seck his
own party's nomination or if
he could turn a third party
into a force to win the presi-
dency in 1996 A third party
has never won a US presi-

dential election
In typical fashion. the

folksy Perot left much up in
the air Even a definitive
name for the third party
movement. He said it would
be the Independence Party
everywhere but California
where it would be known as
the Reform Party ™

California is the largest
state with the biggest politi-
cal prize in the November 5,
| 996 presidential election.

In 1992, Perot finished
third with 19 per cent of the
vote in an independent bid

against Clinton. the winner
with 43 per cent of the vote
and incumbent president
George Bush who took 37 per
cent

At the ume, he headed a
movement called "United We
Stand” that was not techni-
cally a third party

Perot was obviously step-
ping into a void since polls
show a growing number of
Americans disillusioned with
both the Democratic and
Republican parties and
seemingly ready for a new
independent voice that does
not express politics as usual.

So, tonight we are going
to start the process of creat
ing a party for the indepen
dent voter. Perot said.

Some political commenta-
tors were sceptical about his

intentions. | think he sees
politics as a giant video game
for billionaires Bush's former

press secretary Marlin
Fitzwater said on the CNBC
Cable Network

Fitzwater said a third
party "sets him up as a bro-
ker for other candidates’
who he said will find they
cannot meet his require-
menis

Presidential scholar Mark
Rozel told Reuters, "it makes
sense for him to establish a
third party at this point be-
cause it gives the appearance
of possibly, not being self

Perot wants to shake up
the system and get back into
the political limelight being
grabbed by retired General
Colin Powell, who has drawn

huge crosde on a tour to
promote his autobiography
and is immensely popular in
polls, Rozell said.

Perot is being dwarfed by
Powell. he added.

Powell said he will decide
whether or not to run this
November, after the book
tour is over.

Perot said he would start
forming the third party in
three states —California, Ohio
and Maine — which require
action in 1995, and it would
pick a presidential candidate
next spring.

We will encourage the
finest people, Perot said
leaving unclear his own In-
tentions. He said he wanted
to see some bright new faces
enter the presidential race
but refused to list names for

fear of leaving someone out of
contention to challenge
Clinton, who Is unopposed
for the Democratic Party
nomination, and the
Republican candidate

Currently. Sen Bob Dole
leads a crowded field of
Republican contenders. A
Republican dark horse trying
to wupset Dole., {ormer
Tennesse Governor Lamar
Alexander, sald a third party
coupled with a Washington
insider as Republican candi-
date would hand Clinton a re-
election victory

The White House had lit-
tle to say about Perot's an-
nouncement other than to
note that forming a third ma-
jor political party would be a
difficult undertaking.

LY
ex-Beijing chief

BEIJING. Sept 28: The
Chinese Communist Party
(CPC) announced today the
expulsion from its powerful
politburo and Central
Committee of former Deljing
Party chief Chen Xitong. dis-
graced in a major scandal,
reports AFP.

The decision ﬂ'l_l:
nounced at the fifth
of the party's powerful cen-
tral committee, which ended
today, the official Xinhua
news agency said.

The plenum also
"suggested” that Chen be
dismissed from the National
People's Congress, China's

llament.

Chen "held a grave re-
sponsibility for the law-

breaking and criminal
activities of Wang Baosen.”




