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Dhaka Day by Day
In Touch with Nature or

What's Left of it

by Samia Islam

Sometime in the past, possibly towards
the end of the B0s, a spurt of enthusiasm to
beautify the city had swept over Dhaka like
it does time and again. That is nothing new
you cynics are muttering. But this write-up
is about a specific achievement of those
times. A small park just opposite the Pan
Pacific hotel Sonargaon built in the Jaipuri
influence (meaning predominant use of
pink as the colour theme of the objects
inside the park) became a sight for sore
eyes. This created an oasis-effect on the
surrounding environment albeit its lack of
sufficient clusters of trees and plants. But
the saplings planted promised a green
future and pink park benches beckoned
weary travellers to wait and rest their feet
awhile or maybe take a short nap before
going off again to their respective
destinations.

There was one other significant piece of
architecture under construction in one
corner of the park-in-the-middle-of-the-
road. A clock tower to mark some
population phenomenon. Many a day has
passed since then. We are now in the
middle of the 90s. What was constructed to
make Dhaka scenically appealing to the
tourists albeit its awkward location, has
turned into something far removed from
the original. Have you tried walking past
this area? If you have, then you know about
the repulsive stench of ammonia. If you
haven't, one unsolicited advice for you is
keep off the grass. The genius of this city
has won once again by transforming a
beautiful park into a public toilet to meet
the need of the times. How can you blame
the squatter families on the west side of the

Besides the place was just sitting there
being useless. As to the justification of slums
as a panoramic view to the guests of the five
star hotel, my logic eludes me. However,
the park actually has multiple use-values
these days. On boring days it's a lovely place
for a bout of football, that surefire cause of
national humiliation. On others it's a pasture
for the cows belonging to the slum dwellers.

The park used to be surrounded by
grilled walls on all sides but when it comes-
to insipid destruction of property we
possess multifaceted talents. How it is
humanly possible to extirpate the grills off
the walls is beyond ordinary minds. But that
has been achieved to make entry and exit
convenient for the toilet user. It is of course
not the first time that such an act has been
performed. The walls of the Ramna Park are
just as bare in places and non-existent in
others. You will find gaps in the wall right
next to the wide-open gates pointing
towards the sheer senseless destructiveness
of the acts of vandalism.

Apologies for the digression. One other
baffling point about our pink park is that the
clock tower never got completed. One
wonders why. A tower does not have
anything to do with who used to be in
power, or does it? Any way it's a fine sight,
the stark tower in the middle of the road as
a symbol of the past that we find so hard to
let go and move on. This is the general fate
of beautification projects of the country. One
regime constructs the other destroys and
then somebody builds again and you are left
wondering how in the world you are going
to remove that § 14 billion debt burden off
the shoulders of your children.
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Our ingenuity to demolish beauty is unrivalled.
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia awarding certificates to the meritorious s
SSC and Dakhil examinations '95 at a reception organised by the Ministry of Education at
Osmani Memorial Hall in the city yesterday.
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Chattar in city's Motijheel area yesterday.
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Moderate to

Khulna division
ports LUUNB.

rain yesterday.
Faridpur 20 and

Rangpur.

The sun sets
5:50 am.

Moderate rain likel

accompanied by temporary gusty wind is likely at most
places over Rajshahi division and at many places over

Met Office says moderate to moderately heavy rain or
thundershower accompanied by temporary gusty wind may
also occur at a few places over Dhaka, Chittagong, Barisal
and Sylhet divisions with moderately heavy falls at one or
two places over Rajshahi division.

Meantime, Rangpur experienced thé highest 123 mm

The country’s highest temperature 32.3 degrees Celsius
was recorded at Barisal and the lowest 22.6 degrees at

moderately heavy rain or thundershower

in the next 12 hours till 6 pm today. re-

Rajshahi had 68 mm rain, Jessore 31,
Khulna 12 mm shower.

today at 5:48 pm and rises tomorrow at

t Jiban Bima Bhaban

with the Motijheel police.

Car stolen

By Staff Correspondent

A car belonging to the
Executive Editor of The
Bangladesh Observer Igbal
Sobhan Chowdhury which
was stolen from near the
last
Sunday still remains un-
traced.

The silver metallic
coloured car bears the num-
ber Dhaka Bha-8272.

A case has been lodged
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— | FEMA hails EC

The Fair Election Moni-
toring Alliance (FEMA) has
hailed the Election Com-
mission (EC) for convening a
meeting of the political

conduct for the upcoming na-
tional polls, says a press re-

parties to discuss a code of |

lease.

FEMA chairperson Fakhr-
uddin Ahmed said, updating
of the code of conduct, is an
important step towards en-
suring free and fair elections.

FEMA has planned to pro-
pose some recommendations
to the EC concerning the
code of conduct, added the
press release.

Reporters Unity

meet today
By Staff Correspondent

A special annual general
meeting of the newly formed
Dhaka Reporters’ Unity
(DRU) will be held today at
9:30 am at the auditorium of
Jativa Press Club.

Many happy returns
of the day
From: Parents, Grandparents,

Uncles, Aunts & Cousin
D-957

OUR MISSION IS TO GIVE BEST
VALUE FOR YOUR MONEY
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ﬁ PROSPECTUS WITH COMPLETE DETAILS
AVAILABLE AT HEAD OFFICE AND SITE OFFICE
X al kashif limited
CONSTRUCTION DIVISION
HEAD OFFICE : SITE OFFICE

PLOT NO. 8 ROAD NO.
BLOCEK-D SECTION-2

MIRPUR DHAKA - 1216
PHONE 802436

JATYO SCOUT BHABAN 7TH FLOOR
70/1 INNER CIRCULAR ROAD, KAKRAIL
DHAKA-1000 BANGLADESH

PHONE : 401941 & 403980

TELEX :671149 MUJIB BJ

FAX B80 2 831970 CABLE : ALKASHIF

Office of the Chief Engineer/West
Bangladesh Railway
e

Local Tender Notice

TENDER NO. ENG/B. G/SLEEPER/95-96

DATED: 07-9-1995

Bangladesh Railway

Tender Notice

Re-Tender Notice No CE/E/95/W(V)

Sealed tenders are invited from the
Contractors of Bangladesh Railway East Zone & 'C' Class

Engineering Department

Dated: 23/09/1996

i Office

1.  Tender Nobice No
2 Name of work

3. Name of offices of : 1
availability of tender
document

4. MName of offices to
receive tender

Government of Bangladesh
Notice for Inviting Tender, RHD

16 Bh. R. D. of 1995-96.
Construction of HBB pavement at different k.m. of different road under Bhola
Road Division, during |

Office of the Executive Engineer, RHD, Road Division, Bhola/
Barisal/Patuakhali/Pirojpur.

2 Planning & Design Di

3. Planning Division (P&D)
4 Sub-Divisional Engineer,
1
2
3

The Add. Chief
The Superntending
The

Sealed tenders for supply of 10,000 Nos. (31,250 Cft.) Broad Gauge
Standard wooden sleeper made from Garjan or better species of wood from
local or imported Timber from bonafide importers or bonafide Timber
Merchant. Tender documents will be available for sale during office hours on all
working days up to 10-10-1995, from the office of the Track Supply
Officer/West, Bangladesh Railway, Rajshahi, Track Supply Officer/East,
Bangladesh Railway, Chittagong and Executive Engineer/ Project/Track,
Bangladesh Railway, Dhaka on cash payment of non-refundable Taka 750/-
(Tk. seven hundred fifty) only per set.

The tender documents must be dropped in the tender box set apart for this
purpose in the aforesaid offices by 12-00 hours on 15-10-1995 and the same
will be opened at 12-30 hours on the same date. Bid bond for Tk. 4,76,500/-
(Four lakh seventy-six thousand five hundred) only in the form of an
irrevocable unconditional Bank Guarantee on Non-Judicial Stamp in favour of
Financial Adviser and Chief Accounts Officer/West, Bangladesh Railway,
Rajshahi from a Scheduled Bank in Bangladesh. Sample of wood be submitted
at the time of submitting tender. Other terms and conditions can be had from the
Tender documents.

Authority reserves the right to accept or reject the tender as a whole or part
without assigning any reason. documents.
Rail/B/111
oM e ® = e Or 2e/a/be

D955 G-1415

DFP-23481-27/%

Contractors before partition of Zone of Bangladesh Railway
and from the bonafide Timber Merchant/Supplier for supply of
563 cft wooden scantling (Garjan wood) of different sizes for
Bholagonj Ropeway unloading bunker and discharge gentry. The
materials are to be supplied to SSAE/W/Colony/Chittagong.
Cost of tender documents per set Tk. 400/- (Four hundred)
(non-refundable). Timber Merchant/Supplier will have to obtain

i o | fintending Engineer, RHD, (P&D) Circle, Sarak Bhaban, Ramna,
Dhaka.
4 The Executive Engineer, RHD, Road Division, Bhola/Barisal/
Patuakhali/Pirojpur.

5 Last date of selling
tender "
& Last date of receipl
of tender

Date & time ol

On 15-10-95E/30-6-1402B up to office hours.
Up to 12-30 PM on 16-10-95E/1-7-14028.
At 1200 Noon on 19-10-95E/14-7-1402B.

of the Executive Engineer, RHD
Bhola Road Division, Bhola

1995-96 Ch to. 266/C/A.

Sarak Bhaban, Ramna, Dhaka.

AHD, Road Sub-Division, Bhola/ Charfession.
Engineer, RHD, Barisal Zone, Barisal.

Engineer, RHD, Road Circle, Barisal.

prior permission from Chief Engineer/East, Bangladesh S | Name of work with location | Gr.No. | Estimated | Eamest |  Time .

. . . N - o Cost. Money | allowed ontractol
Railway, Chittagong to purchase tender document and will 1 2 3 4 5 6 ===

have o deposit non-refundable sum of Tk. 3000/- (Three i Construction of HBB 1 (one) Tk. Tk. 100 A to C General
thousand) as an enlistment fee for this work only. Approximate pavement of llisha-Bhola- 25,53, 419/- 51,100/~ [N;.ﬂ"dl category of RHD.
cost of work Tk 4.22 lacs. Earnest money 2% of quoted Egﬂ'ﬂfmﬁu - "

amount. Tender document will be available for purchase from Division, during 1995-96. Ch

the offices of Chief Engineer/East, Bangladesh Railway, 10-266 C/A,

- - - v 2 Construction of HBB 2 (iwo) Tk. Tk. Do A to C General
Chittagong, Executive Engineer/Chattak Bazar and Divisional at 3rd (p), 4th (p), 2198862  44,000/- category of RHD &
Ewmm up to B-10-95. Tender may be dropped In the Emm} km of atkhan- D General w
tender box as will be kept in the aforesaid offices up to 12.00 Hakimuddin Road under Bhola of Barisal :
Hrs. on 8-10-85 and will be opened at 12.30 Hrs. on the same .m1m.
date in presence of tenderer or his authorised representative (if 3 Construction of HBB 3 Tk Tk 60 (sixty) Do-
present). Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any pavement at Ist km. up to  (three) 9.93 672/ 20,000/ days
or all tenders in part or in full without assigning any reason. e Fl:dTlelf

LA 10, £0C . e
Chief Engineer/East | &
v . n DFP-23151-24/9
Chittagong. G—1411




