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Police Need Reform

One month has passed since the death ol
Yasmin in Dinajpur. But there has been hardly
any progress in the administrative proceedings
to mete out appropriate punishment to all
those responsible for the rape and killing ol
the teen-aged girl and the subsequent tragedy
involving seven more deaths. The Dinajpur in-
cidents, let us not forget, were an eruption of
no-confidence — to say broadly — in the law
enforcing agencies and a general public antipa
thy towards the police. Particularly. people
have a growing feeling that women in police
custody are often subjected to harassment.
even abuse.

The expression of peoples anger at the po
lice brutality brings us face to face with a ser
ous problem concerning our society’'s values
and outlook. The police were offenders in the
first place in the Dinajpur incident, they were
wrong in supporting their culprit colleagues
and the way they tried to brush off the whole
episode through issuing press notes and public
statements was naive and unacceptable. We do
not want to apportion blame on all members of
the police because the majority, we believe. are
free from such perversions.

But here surely is an opportunity for the po
lice to do some house-cleaning job by bringing
in the necessary reforms. To restore people's
confidence in the police such reforms are
unavoidable. So, without wasting time, the po-
lice should enter into serious dialogues with
women's groups and legal experts to bring
about reforms within the system so that
women are never subjected to maltreatment
and humiliation at the hands of the police who
are the custodians of law and order. Unless the
police utilise this opportunity to come out
clean, police-public relationship will take a fur-
ther dip with the possibility of a break-down ot
law and order any time anywhere.

Commendable Show

The Dhaka Stock Exchange has bounced
back after the general strike. It has done so
with an unmistakable flourish. The three days
loss of business during hartal was more than
made up by useful transactions on the following
three days of last week, between 19 and 21
September, that is.

The DSE never had it so good during the
past six months. The number of shares was up
| at 5,32,840, the all price share index notched
up 815 points and market capitalisation stood
at a new high of Tk 5066 crore.

The buoyant trading has no doubt been
J4ndicative of the Dhaka bourse's growing matu-

yi resilience. and attractiveness as a stock
r:l‘nrk'et in this region. More to the point
though 18 the“indefatigable spirit with which
the small local and foreign investors as well as
the institutions came forward to invest imme-
diately upon the conclusion of the strike.
Imagine that the political clouds are far from

being removed, and yet, they were just raring
to have a go. One hartal has thrown up that
message of investment starvation but too many
will simply spoil the appetite.

The seeds for a debacle in this highly sensi-
tive area remains intact. Unless politics is nor-
malised and its course made predictable
through an early start of a dialogue between the
ruling party and the opposition, the prospects
for market capitalisation which seem so bright
at the moment will be lost in political wilder-
ness.

While everyone in the country is anxious for
an immediate end to the political impasse, we
do not see why things on another plane which
can and must be done now should be unneces-
sarily put off. The practice of declaring divi-
dends and portraying the health of various in-
dustries through AGMs should be followed by
those units on the list of the DSE which not
presently doing this — at least on a regular ba-
sis. Secondly, we shall have to raise the number
of primary issues to sustain the interest of in-
vestors

¥ Regional Concern

The waiver to the. Pressler amendment
granted to Pakistan whereby the five-year-long
US freeze on arms supply and non-military aid
to her goes, has triggered predictable reac-
tions in India. |

Looking at this development through
Bangladeshi eyes what concerns us most is a
Fpotent possibility that this could further fuel
the arms race between India and Pakistan. This
will be to the detriment of regional peace and
security. We pin our hope though on India's re-
alistic perception of balance of power in the
region which is tilted towards her anyway, and
cannot quite be upset by a limited easing of
arms ban on Pakistan.

Given the existing levels of tension between
the two countries, a spurt in the arms race be-
tween India and Pakistan is the most retro-

thing we can imagine — both as a
| partner of the two countries and a co-traveller
in the pursuit of poverty alleviation in South
Asia.

The US says that it is a one-time waiver and
that the Pressler sanctions otherwise remain.
What has drawn flak from India is the
prospective supply of military equipment to
Pakistan by the US and her non-insistence on
‘a verifiable cap on Pakistan's nuclear pro-
gramme. The US made clear that the equip-
| ment supply will be of 'restrictive nature’, and
involve weapons, "on the edge of obsoles-
cence”, in the words of one Senator.

It may appear somewhat simplistic to mili-

ts, but our belief is that, since the
US is keen on good relations with both India
and Pakistan she will make sure not to disturb
the balance of power in the region.
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' ECURITY' is highly
contentious as a pol-
itical vocabulary.

Wheén mentioned in the

South Asian context, it im-

mediately injects further

controversies and debates.

What may seem beyond con-

troversy is that in South Asia

security has always been
state-oriented or regime-
centric i e it has been a polit
ical tool of the contending
siates or may perhaps be
seen as a bogey into the
hands of the regime In
power. As a result, there has
all along been a confusion in
the region as to what consti-
tutes 'security’. There has
also been a concern whether
the people or the interests of
the ruling elite is at stake.
One perhaps needs to
have a fresh look into the is
sues involved in security
matters in the light of the
sweeping changes taking
place across the globe in the
post-Cold War era. How the
regional actors tend to per
ceive their security? How
extra-regional security con-
cerns intrude into regional
security? How the political
under-currents or intra-state
security behaviour exacerbate
security perceptions and
make their way into external
security policies? And finally,
is there any antidote to con-
tain the security mispercep-
tions or a framework incor-
porating converging ele-
ments to reactivate security
harmony in South Asia?
Obviously. it needs little
re-emphasising that India is
the region's leading power
and its politico-security con-
cerns continue to govern re-
gional security environment,

India's security concerns

range from its threat percep-

tions emanating from the
north to its relationship with
its South Asian neighbours.

Related to the above, there

has been an unfortunate se-

curity legacy in South Asia :
traditionally in security mat-
ters it has been India versus

the rest of South Asia. 3:111

asymmetry and history -

bine to create a persistent
perceptual divergence or gap
between India and its neigh-
bours, with India claiming

the British legacy ol regional
dominance. while the neigh-
bouring countries expect
India to honour their inher-
ent symmetrical aspirations
as sovereign entities.

India, too, has its percep-
tion of insecurity vis-a-vis
smaller neighbours. India's
threal perception vis-a-vis its
neighbours remains domi-
nant because of the shatring of
common borders with all its
neighbours, that of emer-
gence of territorial national-
ism as well as of resurgence
of ethno-communal forces,
both within and without. In
New Delhi, there is also an
‘encirclement' consciousness
among Indian policy makers
which affect their strategic
undertakings vis-a-vis India's
ghbours. This combined
with the ethno-religious di-
vide, multi-ethnic politics in
the country itself, with its
cross-border implications, bi-
lateral problems, socio-eco-
nomic¢ and environmental
problem, ete. tend to accen-

The

SECURITY

Rethinking South Asian Reality

by Dr Abul Kalam

South:ilia has its multifaceted nature of security problems. They include almost an
absolute lack of development, education, environment, food, health, mug::. water, etc.
The absence of all these basic amenities, together with the continuing political crisis of

governance, tend to make South

tuate a sense of insecurity in
the whole of South Asia

One may equally question
India's perception of insecu
rity. as India itself intervened
in the affairs of the smaller
countries, such as in the case
of East Pakistan in 1971 or
India's active support for the
Tamil insurgents. Contrarily.
one may justify India's inter
vention in the affairs of the
neighbouring countiries in
terms of realpolitik. There (s
the additional wview that
India’'s threat perceptions
also originated from neglect
over democracy as weil as vi-
olation of human rights in
those countries. The emer-

gence of Bangladesh — seen
at least partly as a by-product
of India's intervention — the
Indo-Lanka accord of 1987,
curbing the ambitions of the
LLanka
Maldives: all provide exam-
ples of India's positive secu

rity intentions. But absorp-
tion of Sikkim. the arming of
the
phase, granting sanctuaries
to the Hill Tracts insurgents,
elc.
India’'s security motivations

terrorists in the

Tamils in the earlier

rajse question about

Security in South Asia has

also its internal origin and
externad
they both interact. The Indo

Bangladesh bilateral treaty
(1972}, which comes up for
renewal in 1997, is a case in
point. It is so Ironic that the
leadership of the party in
Bangladesh which had signed
the treaty while in power, be-
ing currently in the oppaosi

tion repeatedly stated in pub-
lic speeches for the sake of
domestic politics, that it Is
against renewal of the treary.
Not only this, the party in
power had been so often
challenged publicly that it
felt compelled to articulate
its position on a very sensi-
tive matter which begs so
much popularity. But such an
issue involving mutual secu-
rity concerns of two very
close neighbours who are still

ramificatdon. and

tied to each other as allies

could have been settled In a

low key fasnion of diplomatir
subtlety. Perceptual diver:
gence between the two
neighbouring countries cer-
tainly has also not been nar-
rowed. Security in South Asia
thue does appear like a dou-
ble-edged sword and each
South Asian state has a re-
versed mirror-image of the
self as well as that of the op-
ponent.

Securily in the post-Cold
War era needs to be treated
from a wider plane concepiu-
ally and spatially; ifor the is-
sues it raises relate to state
and its nature, to region and
its internaticnal hnks.
Therefore, a rc¢-conceptuali-
sation of 'security’ is needed.

Looked at the contextual
aspect of security, one may
visualise a normative per-
spective, with a traditienal
emphasis being placed upon
strategic superiority, arms
procurement, military pre-
ponderance, weapornry sys-
tem, elc

On South Asian security
predicament. it is suggested
that community. ideology and
territory continue to impinge
upor: South Asian security. In
matters of security percep-
tinn. policies and empirical
reality there may still be visi-
ble differences. For security
is mindset of the policy mak-
ers that continue to affect
both strategic undertakings

and have regional ramifica
tions

In mosi security matiers
in South Asia extra-regional
links in the post-indepen
dence period have been pro-
vided by the three major
global powers. viz. the US,
the former USSR and China
The Cold war contentions of
the US and the [ormer USSKE
are now a matter of history,
g0 too is the Sino-Soviet rit
and cleavages in which India
and i1ts South Asian nelgh-
hours found themselves
drawn (n. Currently all the
three major global powers
have reversed their earlier
contentious positions and are
present in the region as
relatively peaceful players.
There is an entry ol an addi-
tional power, Japau, an
essentially economuc player,
which has no coloniai past in
the region and has little
hegemonic aspirations,

However, the changes
that occurred at the global
level in the post-Cold "War
era some implicit reflection
for South Asia, especially in
the area of nuclear prolifera-
tion, democracy. human
rights, economic liberalisa-
tion and the signing of South
Asian Preferential  Trade
Arrangement [(SAPTA). On
secunty of South Asia of ic-
MOTTOW. oOrne may sijgest
that the base for a futare se
cure order i South Asia, 0 a
large extent., depends on
India-Pakistan relations, cev-
ering both arms proliferation
as well as Kashmir, on water
accord between India and
Bangladesh, on Indo-Lanka
understanding over the
Tamils as well as on an ex
tensive economic coopera-
tion among all the couniries
oi the region. Unless the
South Asian actors decide to
close their ranks in a cooper-
ative frame, they are maost
likely to face again the spill-
over effects of a pessible ex-
tra-regional rivalry involving
any pair of the major powers.
For in any Asia-Pacific power

"

Asia as one of the most insecure regions for living

rtvalry in the future South
Asia. being in close proximity
of China and the booming
global trade routes would
frature more importantly
than ever before

A cooperative frame how-
ever, does pot seem o1 Lhe
South Asian horizon, as the
political relations between
India and Pakistan remain
very strained over Kashmir
the absence of a water accord
between india and
Bangladesh as much as due (o
the _r-nmprtltwc nature of
India-Pakistan nuclear aspi-
rations. Moreover, the pre
vailing regime perception in
each of these countries con-
tlinue to vitiate the regions
security environment, with
an apparent loss of trans-
parency of the peoples per
ception in each case

Given such a reality of se
curity consciouanesa, a peru-
nent guestion may be raised
what could help peace and
stability in South Asian —
through balance or prepon
derance’? There is also a re
lated question, if peace is to
be established through bal
ance : is il to be achieved
through market forces?

There is. however, leeling
that the post-Cold War frame
of peace is preponderance as
inherent in the notion of
unipolarity’. A study of
siructural factors of power
may suggest that ‘military
power' is the most important
strategic factor in the con-
text of current South Asian
reality. To this end. the
maintenance of military im-
balance, namely, India's pre-
ponderance may be seen by
some as one of highest prior-
ity.

There is. then, the notion
of comprehensive security’, a
notion which is also being
emphasised giobally, because,
as well as security of people
or ensuring their basic hu-
man rights. South Asia has its
multifaceted nature of secu-
rity probiems. They include
almost an absolute lack of de-
velopment, education, envi-
rontnent, food, health, shel-
wer, waier, €tc The absence
of all these basic amenities.
together with the continuing
political crisis of governance,
tend to make South Asia as
one of the most insecure re-
gions for living. However, in
all these fields one may sug-
gest some order of prefer-
ences, avoiding conflictual
course of a structural prob
lem of class nature, as long as
the minimam aspects of hu-
man aspl.ations are taken
care of. A strengthening of
democratic institutions may
prevail over others and may
help change the existing
perceptual divergence.

What seems equally im-

1o-peopie

portant is a multi-level intes
acuon in security, botn at the
non-governmen! and people
levels This s Im

ant if the state itself is o
be rescued from the grip of
the self-seeking elite and the
problems of governance have
to be overcome But each
South Asian country needs a
self-vritical approach lor any
kind of security appraisal in
volving the ehite. the state
and the people al large

Ethno-nationalistic prob
lems surh as those in Assam
Kashmir. Punjab. Sindh. the
Jaffna Peninsula or in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts o of-
fer persistent security prob
lems for the concerned
stales Bul earh has also
ramification nthers A
solution tg Lhese problems of
insecurity lies not in offering
protective sanctuaries or
lending a helping hand to
known terrorists and
unscrupulous elements of
insurgents. That would only
accentuate the problems al
hand, may have reverse
mirror effects and hence
would be mutually suicidal

What is needed, above all,
an objective appraisal of the
realities on the part of the
strategic analysts and plan-
ners. Perceptive and
thoughtful scholars, free from
elitists mechanism of con-
trol, may also coniribute to
this objective appraisal of self
as well as of others.
Consistent with the pattern
of changes of the post-Coid
War era. an emphasis must be
placed on an economic ap-
proach in order to under-
stand the South Asian reality
where poverty, instead of
being alleviated. is gaining
further ground and conse-
quently people feel more and
more insecure, threatening
the very base of the state it-
self.

for

The very notion of peace
through military preponder-
ance is inherently
Clausevitzian [('if you want
peace, prepare for war’') and
is guided by a zero-sum strat-
egy | e by a ‘winner-takes-it-
all’ approach. It is obsolete
and outdated The overall
duty of the armed forces is to
ensure security of the state as
well as promote welfare of

' the people. But both are in-

terchangeable; because the
primary task of the defence
forces is to prevent war or tc
avelt defeat in case of an out
break of war threatening the
security of the state. If the
people remain  poverty-
siricken who is going to pay
lor the defence Jforces?
Therefore, the welfare of the
people has to be ensured
through a sustained devel-
opment effort; that, in

€8S€nce. requires a transfer
of limited resources availabile
from the wasteful sector of
weapons development. both
conventional and nuclear. to
the more fruitful areas of pro-
people development projects.
The idea of attaining nuclear
deterrence or force expan-
ston in South Asia. especially
invalving the two major con-
tending powers in the sub-
continent. would seem a fu-
tile exercise in the current
coniext ol global change and
may be viewed in that light

South Asia needs a re-
definition or re-conceptuali-
sation of security in the light
of commonality of experience
and interests. the obvious
option is a ‘win-win ap-
proach bhased on a positive-
sum game, ensuring some
benefit for all Save for the
uestion mark over the fu-
ture of Kashmir, one may
safely suggest that all South
Asian countries are currently
non-revisionist and status
quo-oriented. All being mem-
bers of the developing bloc of

(377 desire an improvement
of the lot of their people. as-

suring them what is inherent
in the notion of
comprehensive security | e
guaranteeing better access Lo
education. food,. cloth. house.
energy. environment, water,
etc. than what they are cur-
rently afforded. They have
plenty of water, which often
are sources of misery, but can
be converted into wealth,
given necessary political
commitment and goodwill.
All are currently free of the
previous asymmetric linkages
and hegemonic alignment of
the Cold Whr days. All being
members of the non-aligned
group have the same com-
mitment to peaceful ideals
and share the same experi-
ence of international peace-
keeping. All that initially they
require is to get away [rom
their more recent misper-
ception or perceptual diver-
gence, allow greater com-
munication and interaction to
take place and permit a free
flow of ideas across the bor-
ders so that people-to-people
contacts may gain ground and
be sirengthened.

in all the fo tasks
of promotion positive ideals
of peace and development,
public opinion makers and
mobilisers, in particular, the
media and publicists, intel-
lectuals and scholars, the
universities and similar cen-
tres of learning, the NGOs
and other organised enlight-
ened pressure groups, have a
great. rele to play. They all
should direct their effort to
avoid playirig the tune of the
state-centric propaganda ma-
chinery and avoid also distor-
tion of history; wherever
possible they should come

forward in a firm but subtle
manner to extend patronage
to the muted sections. such
as the hapless minorities in
Lheir respective polities — as
noble souls like C R Das and
Subhas Chandra Bose had
professed and sought to do
during the most adverse cir-
rumstances of their time —
as well as endeavour to at-
tract the masses to positive
ideals and ocbjectives.
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... For a Democratic Political Culture"

great merits of the concept of a neutral, non-partisan caretaker government are recognized by the broad masses of the people, even across party lines. A BNFP minister was sacked by

Begum Zia for publicly supporting the proposal. In fact, it has now become the national demand. Apart from the Chief Justice, a group of distinguished persons, not belonging to any party. :w"lll
be nominated by both sides tc run the routine business of the government for three months. The members of the neutral caretaker government will not be eligible 1o contest the election.

Thus they will have no interest in tilting in favour of any side or rigging the result. General elections held under a neutral caretaker government for three terms should help ﬁﬁtﬂhﬂﬂ’_’l .
democratic political culture. — Sheikh Hasina
(Extracted from her speech to OCAB, vesterday) S

ONSIDER me the

village idiot. I have

absolutely no un-
derstanding of politics. 1 do
not know the difference be-
tween democracy and the
rule of the mob. I don't have
the sense to appreciate the
thin line that divides bravado
from foolhardiness, political
passion from criminal frenzy,
the politically correct posi-
tion from the morally incor-
rect position from the
meorally incorrect position or
hartal combat from mortal
kombat.

My only hobby is reading
newspapers, and my one
concession to spectator
sports is keeping scores on
the activities of anti- versus
pro- hartalists teams. The
only way | ever exercise my
political options and rights is
to click my tongue or shake
my head, or sometimes
though rarely, to grunt in ap-
proval. You see, | really don't
know where the non-com-
mittal attitude ends and the
apathetic begins, and at what
point silence turns to assent
then sours to complicity.
After all, I am your everyday,
educated enough, middle-of-
the-road citizen. one of the
silent majority who does not
want to rock the boat of his
comfortable, complacent ex-
istence. Cowed down by the
herd instinct for survival,
tethered to my passive situa-
tion in life, I merely chew
the cud of every political is-
sue and news item that
comes by and, surprisingly
enough. merrily digest it too.

Isn't there a native saying
that goes: "Chhagoley ki na

Silence Must be

So | was a bit taken aback
by myself when on looking at
a news item in a national
daily about the forced sirip-
ping of a government official
by a street goonda or "picket”
on a hartal day, | felt the
need to regurgitate what feit
like a lump of indigestible
news matter, and actually
comment on it. Of course, I
still reserve my comment till
the next paragraph. This is a
convenient habit devolving
from a continued withholding
of all my reactions — anger,
shame, indignation, irrita-
tion, what have you, in fact,

from keeping my very life on

hold, particularly during the
suspended animation of the
hartal-induced stupor with
which our self-imposed polit-

ical spokespersons drug us at
regular intervals. Actually,

more than the bad habit of

indolence is the fact that I
haven't yet found the voice
with which tc air my views
and grievances,

for myself.
I am so used to maintain-
ing the polite silence of the

non-agitative, “bhodro” mid-

dle-class, against any issue,
however inconvenient,

don't work on cue. Since |
never shout
protest vociferously as the

man in the street does, my
silence is misunderstood and
misused as acguiescence and
support by any political party,

for any issue and any action.

So, everytime a hartal is
ordered and there is no pip
squeak from me, it is taken

make my
own demands and just speak

that
my political vocal chords

slogans or

as a "clear verdict" pf sponta-
neous support, specially by a
political party which has no
legal status as an olficial
Opposition ever since it
abandoned the parliament.
And by keeping quiet I also
seem to approve of another
party which, in spite of an
almost empty, non-functional
parliament, continues on
blatantly like a house-guest
that has overstayed its wel-
come but refuses to announce
its date of departure. Thus, in
this undemocratic and primi-
tive political village of ours, is
it any wonder that the village
idiot is dumb in every sense
of the word?

Still, as | glanced at the
newspaper photograph of a
fellow Bangladeshi being hu-
miliated by a compatriot —
one of the many thugs who
pass for political activists —
my mind did not at first reg-
ister the true depravity and
brutality of the scene. Slowly
my mind spelt RAPE, and in
some cobwebbed corner of
my soul that 1 call
conscience’, a warning bell
started to ring, as if saying,
today a man's trousers, to-
MOrrow a woman's sari?
Already, quite recently my
limited store of adrenalin has
been freshly depleted by the
recent mnational agonising
over the dishonouring of our
Yasmins at the hands of the
country's prime protection
agency, the police. Now, to
see [oll rs of the parties
that pose as the country's
saviours, indulge in acts al
most A8 debasing,

Broken at Man

by Neeman A Sobhan

dehumanising and despicable
as rape, is a scary thought.
Are these the people with
whom we, the educated,
respectable, rational middle-
class, by our silent
acceptance of hartals and
their associated evils seem to
be identifying? Imagine a
pack of street goondas,
plundering and pillaging the
nation’'s own property,
setting fire to ambulances,
hindering and thwarting a
poor couniry's economic
survival, robbing the hard-
working and downtrodden of
their daily bread, destroying
the educational processes
and thereby harming the
children and young students,
the very backbones of this
fledgling country. Is this the
path to democracy? ls this
the road to political assertion
and freedom? Are we fighting
fn enemy or a cause?

To go back to the official
disrobed and dishonoured in
the line of duty, | have only
one other thing to say: politi
cal activists must understand

that officials are only cogs in
the wheel of the machinery
of the economy. They are not
part of politics because the
business of running the coun-
try musi go on regardless of
who is in power. The same
officials the present opposi

tion is humiliating will be re-
quired to serve with the
same loyalty in the event (t
comes to power It does not
pay or behove potential mak

ers of governments to alien

ate those on whom they will
depend, Even [ the tradi

tional! idiot wouldn't cut off
my nose to spite my face.

So much for the parts of
the machinery of the econ:
omy, what about the sum of
its parts, those shut up in
their ivory towers ol power?
Don't they have any respon-
sibility to their people? lsn't
it time to stop this charade ol
being blind and deal to the
suffering of the masses? What
good is literacy if one can't
read the writing on the wall,
what good is a show of power
if all it wins is a pyrrhic vic-
tory of wills in which the en-
tire countiry is lain waste?
Wouldn't this be another
form of pillage and plunder?

1 think it's about time that
silence is broken at many
levels and voices heard, the
voices of decision. of reason,
the volce of democracy And
if silence coniinues, [ think
it's time for the middle-class
to assert its vocal power in
unison. Educationists, physi-
cians, lawyers, other profes.
sional groups and business-
men and bankers, students
and housewives, all citizens
who are affected by the
inaneness of hartals but do
wani the government to take
a decision to break this self-
destructive political impasse,
must organtse ourselves and
protest in our own coordi
nated, peaceful way againsi
both hartals and the callous
indifference of the govern
ment to address itself o the

only issue on the peoples
agenda date of the eiection
and date of ils slepping
dowri, We, the middle ground
citizens mus! lobby so that

the governmel sieps dows

y Levels

not as a reaction to the agita-
tion of the hartalists but to
the demands of its peaceful
and peace-loving citizens.
The role of the middle-class
imust be exactly that, a medi-
ating zone, where reason and
not agitation must force the
issue.

We have .ecently seen. in
The Daily Siar sponsored
Clean Dhaka rally how right-
minded citizens are capable
of organising themselves for a
good cause. Surely we can all
get together again to create a
larger, stronger forum and
platforin to ensure our coun-
iry's welfare. | salute the
spirit of self help and enter-
prise behind the Save Dhaka
drive. Can't we band together
again, against hartals, but for

the same goal: Save
Bangladesh.
Perhaps 1 have over:

stepped the bounds even of a
village idiot, but it was a pass-
ing fancy to voice a comment
of twe. But given the nature
of our political village per-
haps it would have been more
prudent to have done at the
putset what I once saw a goal
doing — chewing to shreds
and swallowing an entire

newspaper. | my case, in
frustration not hunger. Well,
forgive me, after all wasn't

the {ull saying: "'Chagoley ki
na khaye, paagoley ki na
koye? (There is no accouni
ing for what a goal eats or a
limatie babbiles)

e author an oocrasional
confrthbutor for the last sew-
erral menths il nowe write
resgguidearhy fewr ihis o s T




