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( ITUALS or traditional
R ceremonies In

ples and other places
of worship in Asia range from
the hauntingly solemn to the
[really macabre.

But in Penang's popular
(Gioddess of Mercy temple
along Kapitan Keling Road, a
daily ritual by devotees of the
deity really takes the cake:
instead of being done in all
seriousness, it has a touch of
the comic.

As video cameras roll,

drawings with burning joss-
sticks, stamp their feet on
pieces of paper and spit out
repeatedly at nothing in par-
ticular.

Welcome to the "reversal
of bad luck” (kai oon In
Hokkien) ritual held daily be-
fore the tiger diety (Hor
Eiah) at the 19th century
temple. Many Chinese in
Malaysia, as elsewhere, are
tradition-bound. For them,
there's nothing like a temple
ritual to cleanse themselves
lof bad luck, like the "kai
oon."

Amidst the disgusting
phooi! phoo! spitting sounds,
the prayer leader calls out
the names of all known evils,

by loud, eerie drones and
Ichants.

Imagined, real or mythi-
cal, the evils are conjured up
as evi]l spirits and demons,
lsnakes and monsters, ne-
glected souls of the dead,
hungry ghosts, robbers, bur-
glars, prostitutes, dangerous
streets teeming with bandits
and people choking on their
food.

N

tem-

devotees make holes in paper

sing-song fashion. punctuated®

i7"

Luck: Only a Hope, Skip
and Jump Away!

Ouan Keh is another evil
depicted in the paper draw-
ings — "people who cause
disharmony within the fam-
ily, curse you behind your
back. and those who spread
vicious, malicious lies about

The list goes on and on.

The devotee "kills" each
evil, as it is named, by burn-
ing out its eyes on the paper
drawing with a lit joss-stick.

Next, the devotee would
trample the evils on the Pak
Kai (100 antidotes) paper tal-
isman, folded and placed on
the ground.

The spitting part follows
next with the devotee
"driving away his bad luck” by
spraying paper drawings of
the evils and all around him
with streams of saliva.

The ritual ends with the
devotee burning the various
paraphernalia.

The tiger diety, which
devotees believe helps ward
off bad luck, is mainly wor-
shipped by the Cantonese.
But other Chinese, especially
Hokkien, have over the years
also become devotees. Bad
luck, after all, isn't a Can-

tonese monopoly.

“There are days (thoo jit)
for ritual cleansing of ill-luck,
as specified in the Chinese
almanac (tong shu), every 12
days throughout the year.”
said Mr Lim Hun Swee, who
administers major Chinese
temples on Penang island.
“Many traditionally do it on
the second and 16th day of
each month of the Chinese
calendar.”

One need not wait until
the kai oon ceremony.
"Prevention is better than
cure.” said Lim. Many devo-
tees "try to prevent bad luck”
by holding a ceremony before
Thai Soay, the God who con-
trols evil.

"Even if it's been decreed
by the stars that it's rack and
ruin ahead, the Chinese be-
lieve there are still ways and
means of getting around bad
luck.” said one expert.

"Perhaps no race is more
obsessed with that fickle
thing called luck than the
Chinese.”

Luck rituals at Chinese
temples have many variations.
Common features running
through the rituals include

crawling under the altar or
kneeling and bowing (kow
tow) the dieties as a
mark of respect.

"Those who come for the
ceremony must come with
sincerity and clean thoughts,”
said a spokesman for the
century-old Kuan Tail temple
in Kuala :

"The rituals is not enough
to change one's luck for the
better. One must follow with
good deeds.”

Whatever the pros and
cons, believers can get hope-
lessly hooked on luck rituals.

KL resident Mrs Tricia
Wong, a New Zealand gradu-
ate who runs her own busi-
ness, is a case in point. She
takes part in the chin wan
(Cantonese for changing
luck) ritual faithfully every
year with her family and rela-
tives. The ritual is held at the
home of Tel Moh Leong, a
woman reportedly blessed
with psychic powers, in
Petaling Jaya near KL.

Mrs Wong, 36, describes
the ritual as "spiritual guid-
ance.”

"One feels reassured that a
higher being is there to keep
an eye on one's safety and
welfare," she added. Her fam-
ily believes that the more
frequent such sessions, the
better their luck will be.

Luck, however, cannot be
changed for free. Most tem-
ples charge between USS14
and USS819 per person.
Tricia Wong's Tei Moh Leong,
however, charges US840 per
person and up to USS1,000
per family.

— Depthnews Asla’
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OPULARLY known as a
P e i

Mian was loath to
assume Ministerial offices. He
preferred to remain behind
the scene and make/unmake
ministries.

Only once Mr Yusuf Al
Chowdhury (Mohan Mian)
took the oath of office as a
Minister; in the cabinet
headed by Sher-e-Bangla A K
Fazlul Huq (may 1954). He
was assigned the Jute portfo-
lio — a subject very close to
his heart. However, the cabi-
net was dismissed before the
month was out.

Mohan Mian became the
General of the rul-
ing Muslim League's
Provincial Committee at the
age of 41. He opted for the
party post — unlike others
whose principal aim in poli-
tics appeared to acquire min-
isterial positions.

Mohan Mian certainly
made no money out of poli-
tics, on the contrary (it may
sound strange, but it is a fact)
he spent his own money for
political purposes. The result
: his family had to live in
modest circumstances and
believe it or not, he left no
house he Dhaka or assets
worth the name for his large
family when he passed away
in 1971. From this viewpoint
alone, he was surely a re-
markable person.

The second son of a local
zaminder Mr Miazuddin
Biswas (the eldest was
Moazzem Ali Chowdhury alias
Lal Mian who later changed
his name into Abdullah
Zaheeruddin and was a
Central Minister d the
Ayub era, Mohan Mian was
popularly known, In  his
hometown Faridpur, as

Personality Profile

Yusuf Ali ChO\;_d_hury
(Mohan Mian)

by A KM Jalaluddin

‘Maijhya Mian'. He had a large
number of followers and ad-
mirers in the area; my father
was one of them.

Several years younger
than Mohan Mian, my father
used to treat him with re-
spect and admiration. It was
my father's desire that his
children should know a num-
ber of 'able and good people’
he knew. As his eldest child,
it was my good fortune to
know some of them.

I came to Dhaka with my
father Mr Abdul Mannan
(now deceased he was a mi-
nor Government functionary)
in Dec 1953 (my first visit to
Dhakal). Abba decided that it
was about time I were intro-

- duced to Mohan Mian. He

took me to his Wari/Rankin
Street residence one
evening. Mohan Mian was
holding a kind of 'darbar’
with 10/15 persons in his
drawing room.

He received my father af-
fectionately and kissed my
forehead when I was intro-
duced to him. As it was, his
eldest son (Kamal Ibne Yusuf)
was also of my age and both
of us were studying in the
same class. [ was introduced
to Kamal and we had a brief
conversation. He spoke of

flights’ in his school (St
Greory's) over the language
issue.

When Mohan Mian asked
my father about his impres-
sions on the forthcoming
provincial elections, my fa-
ther said, half in zest and half
in earnest, that his son (i.e
me) "seemed to know more
about it as he almost memo-
ries the daily papers" and
asked me to speak up. Much
as it showed Abba's sense of
pride in his son I felt quite
shy to own up the compli-
ment. | said meekly that | did
not have much information
about elections; but those
who opposed Bangla were
foredoomed to an inglorious
defeat.

It was a reference to the
language issue which was
then my number one concern
in political terms. Under the
influence of my father. I had
become a passionate sup-
porter of Bangla. As a matter
of fact young and immature as
I was. | once fought a bodily
fight (and was soundly
beaten) with the supporter of
a local politic (who opposed
Bangla).

"l am interested to know
your views" Mohan Mian said
very affectionately to me.,”

what makes Bangla

such an
invincible case? "I did neot

understand the question well
enough nor did 1 know the
answer. "Those who do not
support the cause of

as one of the state languages
of Pakistan are either traitors

or idiots", 1 said with visible
emotion.

Mohan Mian asked my
father about the views of
Moulana Abdul Ais, his likely
contestant in the legislative
elections scheduled only a
couple of months away
(March 1954). Abba said that
the Moulana's personal views
did not matter at all. So long
as he was a Muslim League
nominee, he was sure to lose
to the Joint Front candidate.

I met Mohan Mian again
after several years, at my fa-
ther's behest, at his
Armanitola residence. He
called me in as soon as my
presence was announced. I
was given the responsibility
to inform Mohan Mian about
some difficulties a mutual
friend of theirs was experi-

encing in his place of post-

ing.

Mohan Mian was about to
take his bath: a couple of do-
mestic aides were mas
him with herbal oil. He lis-
tened to my father's me
with rapt attention. He said
he would do his best. And he

. did do his best.

Mohan Mian, the king-
maker, died without leaving
much property or for his
family. But the legacy of
honesty he left was worth
millions — he will always live
in the roll of honour for
honesty in politics in our
land. In death, Mohan Mian
was worth his weight in gold.
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The University

HE University of

Dhaka formally open-

ed its doors on 1 July
1921 with the faculties of
Arts, Science and Law, 12
departments and a teaching
staff of 60. Spread over 600
acres, the University inher-
ited the old buildings of
Dacca college and a great
part of the buildings and es-
tate in the Ramna area cre-
ated for the short-lived
Government of East Bengal
and Assam.

The first Vice-Chancellor
of the University, P J Hartog
thought that the University of
Dhaka occupied a site more
splendid than any modern
University in Great Britain.
Lord Lytton in his address to
the first graduates in 1922
said, "this University is

Dacca's greatest possession..."
The Origin of the
The creation of the
University, however, was not
an easy task. The project
which originated in 1912

took 9 years to come to
fruition.

The idea for a University
in Dhaka came about due to
conditions at that time. In
1905, the Muslims of East
Bengal had welcomed parti-
tion as they had hoped it
would facilitate their educa-
tional advancement. The pre-
sent system. it was thought,
did not meet the religious
requirements of the commu-
nity : there was no instruc-
tion in Arabic or Persian and
some of the books used were
seen as prejudicial to religion
and tradition. During the pe.
riod between 1905-1911, the
Muslims made marked edu-
cational progress, and steps
were taken by the
Government to introduce
scholarships, make appoint-
ment of Muslims, and intro-
duce Urdu into certain
schools.

The annulment of the

partition, which had benefit-
ted the educational progress
of the Muslims of East
Bengal, was thus a great
shock to them. The concept
of a University in Dhaka
originated from the desire of
the Muslims to stimulate the

1. Dhaka Biswavidyaloy O

Purbongiyo Samaj a book by
Sardar Fazlul Karim, based on
an interview wit!; Professor

IAbdur Razzak.
Prokash. Price 90 taka

interview with Professor
Abdur

icluding historical events.

erent periods, the first pro-
essors at DU, his own stu-
ent days, changes in the
tversity's laws, interviews
th famous names such as
rofessor Jenkins, Justice
brahim, governor Zakir

Tes —Rameshchandra

shid, Budhadeb Basu, NC

haka University politics at
cultural life of DU.
Hall, Salimullah Hall
the 40s, Rabindranath's
nfluence at DU, Nazrul
Islam, Student days of
Buddhe Deb Basu, Dr
IMuhammad Shahidullah at
DU, Nazrul Islam at DU etc.

3. The History of the
University of Dhaka by M A
Rahim is a ve

The auther
uch detail the different
of the

hase. The book also at-

Publications on

Published by Shahitya |
The book is an extensive |
Razzak in which he |
igives his insight and opinion
on a wide range of topics in- |
academic atmosphere at dif-
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iniscences of well known fig-

ajumdar, A M Haroonur M

count of the University.
describes in

educational progress of their
community and was seen in

part as a small
"compensation” for the end
of partition.

At the same time, the
Government of Indlia wanted
a new type ol residential and
teaching university in the
country. Steps also had to be
taken to relieve the conges-
tion of the University of
Calcutta. As a result. a com-
munique was issued on 2
February 1912 stating that
the Government of India
made the decision to rec-
ommend the constitution of a
university at Dhaka,

In May 1912, the
Governmnent of Bengal pub-
lished a resolution with re-
gard to the proposed univer-
sity. The Nathan Committee
of 13 members was ap-
pointed to submit plans on
the type of buildings, teach-
ing and so forth for the
University. The original
scheme involved the creation
of 7 colleges, and residence
for 2890 students on an area
of 450 acres. Unfortunately,
the outbreak of World War 1
led to financial stringency
and the plan was modified to
4 colleges : Dacca.
Muhammadan, Jagannath and
a new Arts college.

The Dhaka University
scheme was also referred to
the Calcutta University

Commission for its advice.
The Commission made sev-
eral recommendations and
sugpgested that the University
should be autonomous with
regard to finance The
Commission recommended
that the 'hall' be designed to

play an important part in its
social and intellectual life.

Teachers would come to
know their students through
activities of hall life.

The Dacca University Act
was passed in 1920 with the
assent of the Governor
General. [ts object was "to
establish and incorporate a
unitary teaching and residen-
tial University at Dacca...’
Clause 5 of the Act stated,
"The University shall be open
to all persons of either sex,
classes, castes and creeds. '
The Court was established as
the supreme legislative body
of the University and was
composed of 158 members,
with the Chancellor. Vice-
Chancellor and sitting as ex

offjcic members.

The University faced cer-
tain difficulties at its incep-
tion. It was at first dependent
on public revenue. It also had
to satisfy the high expecta-
tions of the Muslim commu-
nity. but could only find a
very small number of Muslim
teaching staff to begin with.
There were also rumours
spread by non-coopera-
tionists that the University
would charge fees amounting
to Rs 60 a month whereas it
was only Rs 8 a month. This
discouraged admission in the
1921 session. Furthermore.
educated Hindus criticised
the University by calling it
‘Mecca University or Fucca
(hollow) University’

The Vice-Chancellor de-
fended the University by
pointing out that it had a
progressive type of syliabus,
an effective tutorial system,
better laboratory and library
facflities, and personal comn-
tact between students and

of Dhaka: T

also
pointed out that although the
University was open to all, it
was created in response to
the Muslim community.

teachers. The V.C.

Formative Phase :
1921-1947

The perfod from 1921 to
1947 was the formative
phase of the University.
Unlike other Umiversities of
the Indian subcontinent, the
University of Dhaka was de-
signed on a new model with a
teaching cum residential
character. It aimed at com-
prehensive teaching of the
mind and body.

The first 26 years were a
glorious period during which
the University produced
11.475 graduates. The devel-
opment of the University was

e
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versity to new experiences.
British rule ended on August
15 of that year and East
Bengal became a part of
Pakistan. There were high
hopes for the development of
the University in the free at-
mosphere of an independent
country. But immediately
after independence,
University had to accept new
responsibilities and faced
problems in keeping its de-
partments and administra-
tion in working order.

The workload of the
University increased mani-
fold. It was given an affiliating
role and supervise teaching
in the affiliated colleges and
had to conduct their exams.
The number of students also
increased in an unprece-
dented manner from 1092 in

i
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VC Professor Emazuddin Ahmed flanked by JCD and BCL
leaders. August ‘94 : Bid to bring peace on the campus

the achievement of its able
Vice Chancellors. The far-
sighted policies of these
scholar-executives marked
the development of the
University as a seat of learn-
ing.

The University had a
teaching staff of distin-
guished scholars, its valuable
research productions earned
international reputation, and
this resulted in the opening
of new courses and disci
plines. In 1924, Prof S N
Bose published his famous
research paper on "Quantum
Statistics” Albert Einstein
recognised its scientific value
by translating it himself and
arranging for its publication
in a German . The first
Doctor of Philosophy (Arts)
was awarded in 1925 1o
Binoytosh Bhattacharya who
wrote on "Buddhist
lconography”

Popular and public lec-
tures were regularly held
during this time. Scientist P
C Ray for example spoke of
the "History of Chemistry”
and celebrated Orientalist
Prof Giuseppe Tucci of Rome
came (0 address the students
as well Rabindranath Tagore,
the rebel poet Kazi Nazrul
Islam and renowned novelist
Sarat Chandra Chatterjee also
visited the University.

New Responsibilities :
1947-1971
1947 introduced the uni-

the previous session to 1693
after independence. At-the
same time, the University
faced acute accommodation
problems and inadequacy of
teaching staff. After indepen-
dence many teachers re-
signed to take up job offers in
India. The exodus of teachers
created an irreparable loss of
tremendous magnitude.
However, after a few years of
set back, University regained
its momentum.

The Government was gen-
erally indifferent to the
plight of the University and
even contemplated re-locat-
ing it outside the city to keep
the students out of politics.
An Enquiry Committee re-
port in 1955, however, con-
vinced the Government that
the University did have gen-
uine problems of accommo-
dation. The report also men-
tioned instances of
Government interference in
academic and administrative
affairs.

In October 1958, the
Martial Law imposed by
Commander in-Chief Army
General Ayub Khan affected
the academic life at the
Univegsity. The Government's
attempt to impose Urdu as a
state language by ignoring
Bengali intensified the dissat-
isfaction of the intelligentsia.
The teachers and students
initiated all the Iliberal
movements which the
Martial Law administration

t“ i gk

rough

sought to crush.

The Dhaka University Act
was replaced by the Dhaka
University Ordinance which
rejected the autonomy and
democratic character of the

== *University. The Court, the

legislative body of the
University was abolished. The
Ordinance was termed a
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75 Years

changed the conservative
outlook of the Muslims with
regard to an English type of
education which they were
averse to because it did not
provide for Islamic learning.
The University of Dhaka de-
signed its education system
in a way acceptable to
Muslims.
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agricultural or rural, and an
intelligentsia was almost non-
existent. The Dhaka
University educated youths
became teachers, govern-
ment employees, lawyers and
journalists. Their numbers

increased every year and by

‘1947 a middle class had

emerged.

Police on the campus in turmoil, August '94 @ Continuing unrest

‘black law’.
Post 1971

Following liberation and
the creation of Bangladesh,
the University returned to
the democratic traditions of

the pre-Pakistan days. Dr
Muzaffer Ahmad Chawdhury
became the V.C. in 1972,

The considerate attitude
of the Government towards
the University led to grants
for books and accommoda-
tion. The period was marked
by remarkable internal
progress in the teaching de-
partments. A new trend of
thought alsoc emerged with
regards to the system of
teaching. It was found that
teaching had deteriorated at
all levels in Bangladesh and
affected the standard of edu
cation at the University It
was thus felt necessary to
depart from the British sys
tem and to adopt the course
system followed in other de-
veloped countries

Popular and public lec-
tures which became rare
after the early years of the
University, were revived fol-
lowing liberation. Nobel prize
physicist Dr A Salam ad-
dressed the University dur-
ing its Diamend Jubilee cele-
brations in 1981. Mother
Teresa also made a visit

The Socio-Political
Impact of the University

The University of Dhaka
has witnessed a phenomenal
development from its humbie
beginnings. The number of
students has also increased

beyond all expectations.

The University has played
an important role in the edu-
cational development of the
people of East Bengal This
previously backward region
made rapid advance and was
soon regarded as a progres-
sive part of the subcontinent.
The educational system

The University also broke
the conservative barrier with
regard to University educa-
tion and co-education of
women in both Hindu and
Muslim society. Lila Nag be-
came the first woman admit-
ted in 1921. Fazilatun Nesa
was the first Muslim woman
admitted in 1925,

The University also con-
tributed to the creation of a
Muslim middle class.

Previously the people of East
Bengal were predominantly

The University students
and teachers also dpla)'ed vital
roles in the independence
movement of 1947, the lan-
guage movement and the lib-
eration movement.

The University of Dhaka
now celebrates its 75th year
ol existence.

— from "The History of the
University of Dacca” by M. A.
Rahim, published by the
University of Dhaka in 1981.

Compiled by Lamis Hossain.
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University is 27,123.

international students.

Faculty Facts

of Dhaka was established in the
| year 1921. 1995 sees the beginning of its 75th

In 1921. the university comprised four facul-
ties — Arts, Social Sciences, Law and Science.
Since then, two new faculties have been added
— those of Commerce, and Biological Science,
in 1970 and 1974 respectively.

From its foundation, Dhaka University has been
| a g}rumng. expanding and dynamic institution.

Alth

nglish, Arabic, Urdu &
ersian, History, Philosophy, Islamic Studies,
Economics, Political Science, Law, Physies,
Mathematics and Chemistry), there are new 40
ents under six faculties.

established departments,
en Sanskrit &
(1992). Computer Science (1992),
Anthropology (1993-4) and Music (1993).

department at
with a total of 1632 students. The
smallést is the recently established Computer
Science department with 20 students in their

of students at Dhaka

9882 students live in resident halls on campus
which include three hostels for female stu-
dents. eleven for male students and one for

Dhaka University also has several institutes,
including the Institute of Fine Arts, Modern
Language Institute, ISRI, and constituent col-
leges under its jurisdiction.

Source: 73rd Annual Report, Dhaka University
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ali (1991),

present, 1is




