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Gopalgan) TB |

clinic beset with
multifarious
problems

From Our Correspondent
GOPALGAN.). Sept 18: The
number of tuberculosis (TB)

patients is increasing alarm-
ingly in the four thanas of
Gopalganj district during the
last few years. On the other
hand the only TB clinic at the
district headquarters has
been facing multifarious
problems causing much

sufferings to the patients.

The TB clinic was estab-
lished at the then sub-divi-
sional headquarters of

j in 1964, More than
fifteen lakh inhabitants of the
Gopalganj district are to de-
pend on the clinic for the
treatment of tuberculosis but
the TB patients are deprived
of proper treatment as the
clinic lacks necessary drugs,
pahological laboratory, neces-
sary instruments including X-
ray machine, ambulance, etc.

The clinic sources In-
formed The Daily Star that
normally every day twenty to
twenty-five and every year
about eight thousand to nine
thousand TB patients come
to the clinic for treatment.
But a few of them get outdoor
treatment without any
medicine.

There are 13 staff mem-
bers including one Medical
Officer and one consultant in
the TB clinic.

Though there is a X-ray
machine in the TB clinic, but
it has been out of order for
the last twelve to fourteen
years. And the patients are
advised to have their X-ray
done from private clinics. It
is also alleged that the pa-
tients are to have Lheir
pathological examination
from the private laboratories
as the TB clinic pathological
laboratory has no instruments
and medicines to carryout
the tests.

The TB clinic has no am-
bulance to carry fatally ill pa-
tients. There is no separate
ward in the Modernised
Hospital attached to the TB
clinic for treatment of pa-
tients suffering from tubercu-
losis and other contagious
diseases.

According to the sources,
the overall environment of
the TB clinic is not all hy-
glenic. Toilets and urinals
remain dirty as they are not
cleaned regularly.

Price hike of
essentials in
Chandpur

- From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR, Sept 18: The
prices of essential commodi-
ties have registered a sharp
rise in the markets of the
district causing suffering to
the consumers.

Local people said prices of
rice, flour, onion, garlic,
chillies sugar and vegetables
have gone up during the last
fortnight.

Moreover prices of pow-
der milk, butter., ghee, soy-
bean oil, mustard oil have
shot up beyond the purchas-
ing capacity of the poor peo-
ple of the rural areas.

Some consumers alleged
that some traders have been
hoarding the essential com-
modities to create artificial
scarcity in the market.

Body recovered
in Mymensingh

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH,K Sept 18:
Purbadhala thana police re-
covered the body of a house-
wife, Honufa Khatun. [rom
river Konsha recently.

Khatum, wife of
Islam of village

Honufa
Shahidul

An UD case was later filed
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Sterility and infertility of .
cows are increasing alarm-
ingly, threatening govern-
ment efforts for dairy devel-
opment, reports UNB.

Officials in the
Department of Livestock,
quoting fleld reports, said
farmers all over the country
were increasingly complain-
ing of drop in conception
rate among cows, so of milk
output, mainly due to scanty
intake of green fodder.

Dairy farms, which mush-
roomed across the country in
last one decade, are report-
ing growing cases of infertil-
ity which is taking heavy toll
on profitability.

Sterility and iInfertility
were more common to hy-
brid cows, the officials said,
as they required higher in-
take of nutritious green fod-
der than local species.

Livestock experts said
green [odder contains
Vitamin A which is essential
for fertility since it (Vitamin
A) effectively stimulate ovula-
tion.

Officials warned that the
fodder scarcity put the ambi-
tious artificial insemination
programme aiming to raise

hybrid cows in jeopardy.

A cow requires an intake
of at laut 15 ams of
green fodder a day for nutri-
tional balance needed to
maintain her fertility, ob-
served an expert. "They are
not at all getting that supply”,
he said.

While the country saw a
phenomenal growth in
orgnaised dairy farming in
recent years, availability of
green fodder, on the con-
trary, shrank.

The country requires 17.5
crore tons of green fodder
for its nearly five crore do-
mestic animal population.
But, according to a statistics
of the Livestock Department,
the shortfall in green fodder
is about 5.5 crore tons.

Besides green grass. sup-
ply of straw for animal con-
sumption has dropped
sharply over the years with
the increasing cultivation of
HYV paddy. Straw content in
HYV paddy plants is far lesser
than traditional local vari-
eties.

Sources in the
Department of Livestock said
it had recently started a Tk
10 crore "Green Fodder
Cultivation Project: to raise
the supply of green fodder.

Under the project, they
said, hybrid varieties of grass
will be produced in demon-
stration plots all over the
country, and farmers would
be eneouraged to grow green
fodder.

Grass production could be
more profitable than paddy

cultivation, said Dr Nazrul ‘

Islam, Director, Extension, in
the Department of Livestock.
Referring to a recent field-
trip to Jessore, Dr Islam said
he met some farmers there
who switched to grass culti-
vation on commercial basis.
finding it more profitable.

The Livestock Director
admitted a growing scarcity
of green fodder in the coun-
try and said the department
was accordingly discouraging
dairy farms of big size. "We
are encouraging backyard
type of farming with upto five
cows so that fodder problem
can be kept within manage-
able limit of the farms."

Dr Islam suggested that
vast fallow lands in the newly
emerging charlands in
coastal belt and in Chittagong
Hill Tracts could be suitable
places for growing grass and
thus be used for large-type
dairy farming.
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Two thirds of shrimp farms
in Khulna have no licence

SATKHIRA, Sept 18: The
government is being de-
prived of huge amount of rev-
enue from the shrimp farms
every year as nearly two
thirds of shrimp farms out of
5000 in greater Khulna dis-
trict have no licence for the
cultivation of shrimps and
lobsters.

Besides. armed clashes
between the shrimp farm
owners and the ownérs of the
lands (within the shrimp
farms) are increasing gradu-
ally, over the compensatory
payment to the owners of
land as per scheduled rate.
Owners of small land or
marginal farmers are being
evicted from their lands by
the shrimp producers.

There are about 5000
shrimp farms in Satkhira,
al, digtricts
and more than 91 hectares of
paddy land remained within
the shrimp farms. But only
2000 farms have licences as
per the shrimp cultivation
rules. And the owners of the
rest 3000 shrimp farms are

From Our Correspondent

cultivating shrimps and lob-
sters without government
recognition.

Government has already
made a number of rules and
regulations with a view to en-
couraging shrimp and lobster
cultivation.

Besides, the shrimp culti-
vators have to fulfil the fol-
lowing terms and conditions
before getting licences. The
terms and conditions are:
Written consent of the own-
ers of BO per cent land
where the shrimps will be
cultivated; clearance oertifi-
cate of compensatory pay-
ment of land (locally known
as Hari] to the owners; writ-
ten assurance of causing no
damage to the paddy lands
and their crops in and
around the fish farms; writ-
ten assurance of not breaki
the embankment fllegally an
clearance certificate of pay-
ment the government taxes
for each bigha of land.

It was alleged that shrimp
farms are established hither
and thither by the influential

shrimp producers defying all
those rules of shrimp cultiva-
tion. These influential shrimp
cultivators possess paddy
lands and managed the big
and influential owners of
lands to allow the saline wa-
ters to enter the paddy fields
within the shrimp farms with
the help of the hired mus-
clemen.

The saline water is very
helpful for shrimp cultiva-
tion, but it affects the paddy
lands and crops very badly.
The marginal farmers or the
owners of small quantity of
land are against this system
and do not get any compen-
sation. Even the marginal
farmers cannot go to their
land in order to cultivate
paddy there for fear of mus-
clemen.

It is alleged that shrimp
producers register false rob-
bery, dacoity, looting cases
against the owners of land
who protest against all these
tyrannical acts of shrimp
producers,

Tk 400cr Nutrition project taken up

FARIDPUR. Sept
Government has taken up a
Tk 400 crore National
Integrated Nutrition Project
for ensuripg nutrition to un-
der-five age greup children.
pregnant women and caring
mothers in six selected
thanas in the country. re-
ports UNB.

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yousuf said this while
inaugurating gynaecology and
midwifery ward at the Dr

Zaheed Shishu Hospital here
in the town on Friday.

The thanas are: Banaripara
in Barisal. Gabtali in Bogra,
Shaharasti in Chandpur.
Sadar in Faridpur, Mohham-
dpur in Magura and Rajnagar
in Moulvibazar districts.

He said that the main ob-
jective of the project, sched
uled to start from December
next up to the year 2000, was
lo reduce malnutrition amo-
ng the children of under-5
age group, pregnant women

and caring mothers through
ensuring household food
security, elimination of
iodine defficiency. reducing
low birth weight rate and en-
hancing maternal health.

Presided over by Abul
Bashar Mia, it was addressed,
by KM Nurul Huda. Deputy
Commissioner, Prof Fazlul
Kabir Chand, Chairman of
Faridpur Pourasava, Dr Khan
Anwar = Akhter Faraque,
Shahjahan Mollah and SK
Abdus Samad.
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Bibir Pukur — a source of

beauty for Barisal town

From Aroop Talukdar

BARISAL, Sept 18: 'Bibir
Talab' — was the real name of
'‘Bibir Pukur' (Bibi's Pond).
now known to everybody of
Barisal town and its adjoining
areas. 'Bibir Pukgr' is located
at the centre of the town.
dlong the sadar road. the
busiest road in the town.

‘Talab' — a French word,
means pond. As we know,
there are so many Arabic and
French words still being used
in Bengali language. Like
‘Talab'. Barisal was once
called Girde' — 'Girde’ means
bandar area in French lan-
Klia@e

There is a about
this historic pond that adds
the beautification to the
town.

William Carry. an English
missionary came to this area

with a view (o preaching
Christianity during the 18th

century. In that time he
found a beautiful girl in the
custody of Portuguese pirates.
He beought the girl from the
pirates and reared her as his
own daughter. The name of
that girl was 'Jinnat Bibi.
Later, Missionary Carry ar-
ranged her marriage with a
Muslim youth and gave Jinnat
Bibi a vast area adjacent to
his mission house.

In 1801, East India
Company transferred the dis-
trict headquarters f{rom
mnj to the then Barisal

It was learnt that during
that time there was acute
shortage of drinking water

and people of this area sui-
fered much.

in that context, Jinnat

2 Gk

Bibir Pukur in Barisal

3,630 families
accept permanent
FP method in
Barisal Div

BARISAL. Sept 18. The
Family Planning Department
of Barisal Division brought
3,630 fertile couples under
permanent family planning
devices in six southern dis
tricts during the one year till
June 30, reports BSS,

The districts are : Barisal,
Jhalakati, Bhola, Pirojpur,
Patuakhali and Barguna.

According to an official
source, the total fertile cou-
ples in this division is
|1.85.600 The percentage
of achieverment was 90.

The department inserted
Copper-T (o 19.412 women
in these districts.

Besides, the departunent
suppiied 33.95 890 pieces of
condoms and 31.75.822 cy-
cles of oral pills.
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to the have-not

From Our Correspondent

KURIGRAM, Sept 18: A
laudable was set up
by some students of
Government Women's
by helping the distressed
family of late Basanta Kumar
Das, a former teacher of
Kurigram Government High
School.

Basanta retired from his

| service on November 29,

1984 and died recently. He
left behind his wife and five
children all of whom are stu-
dents.

As per pension rule, his
legal heirs are entitled to get
a pension benefit of Tk 720 a
month, but they are now de-

prived of it.
As a result his family was

living in utmost poverty.

As a gesture of humanity

and respect, teachers, stu-
dents and employees of the
college arr
and collected subscriptions
to help the suffering family of
the honourable teacher.

A sewing machine was
hanided over to the widow of
the teacher at a function by
Prof A B M Majibar Rahman,
Principal of Government
Women's College in presence
of a large gathering recently.

199 projects
implemented
1n Jhenidah

From Our Correspondent -

JHENIDAH, Sept 18: One
hundred and ninety-nine
projects were implemented
by the Local Government
Engineering Department
(LGED) in Harinakundu thana
of the district in 1994-95
fiscal year. it was learnt.

According to LGED office

sources, 36 projects were |

implemented under agricul-
ture and irrigation head. 60
projects under transport and
communication head, 61
projects under physical
structure and 42 projects
were implemented under
education head in the thana.
Supply of furnitures in 21
governmernlt and nonfgov-
ernment primary schools,

repair and reconstruction of
nine government primary
schools. supply of furniture in
three government primary
schools under 107 educatian
head were complemented

+ under ithe programmes.

Sources further said that
construction work of two
government primary schoals
namely Dakhalpur Primary
5chool and Kulagachha Sahid
Sadar Uddin Primary School
were completed. Further 19
projects under KRFIF and 18
projects under RDP pro-
uramme are going (o be
completed soon, sources
sl

It was further learnt from
the sources that ‘to imple-
mernt the projects Taka 24
lakh was spent and two roads
were done HBB at a cost of
more Taka 10 lakh in

| Harinakundu thana of the

district during the period.

35 villages in
Gaibandha

free from illiteracy

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Sept 18:
Some 36 villages in seven
thanas of the distri¢t are now
free from the curse of illiter-
acy.

It was revealed in a dis-
cussion meeting of Swanirvor
held at Sunderganj thana on
September 10 that was for-
mally inaugurated by Shafer
Raj Hossain. Deputy
Commissioner, Gaibandha.
Aviram Sutradher, Regional
Secretary of Swanirvor
Bangladesh, Gaibandha re-
gion, was also present.

The Swanirvor conducted
316 mass education pro-
gramme in 35 villages of the
district. Aviram Sutradher
told that a total 7.448
are given the knowledge of
alphabets. Of them 3,628 are
male and 3,820 are female.
All of them are now able to
read and write Bengali alpha-
bets.

One commits
suicide In
Satkhira

SATKHIRA, Sept 18: A
housewife allegedly commit-
ted suicide at Madanpur vil-
lage in Tala thana of the dis-
trict yesterday. reports UNB.

According to police,
Mahmuda, 40, wife of Yusuf
Ali of the village. committed
suicide by drowning herself
in a nearby pond of their
dwelling house following a
She tied a jar
neck and jumped

nc:'hhnurl recovered
the bod the pond and
infor the police. The
body sent to the morgue
for post mortem. A case was
filed with the police.

The incident created
sensation in the area. Police

family feud.
with her
hitnthc

| iInvestigation is on

anged a meeting

face various problems

MOULVIBAZAR, Sept 18:
Tea production in most of
the tea gardens in Moul-
vibazar and Hobiganj districts
is being hampered due to
various reasons including
natural calamities.

to the officials
of different tea gardens of
two districts, major problems
faced by them are attack of
pests, excessive use-of chem-
icals, load s . activi-
ties of dishonest traders and
indiscriminate cutting of
Shady trees.

Tea plants are being at-
tacked by white ants, red
spiders and Helpeltis in
considerable numbers of tea
gardens. As a result, roots of
tea plants are being damaged
seriously. Rats are also caus-
-ing heavy losses to the own-
ers, said a factory worker of a
garden at Srimongal.

Excessive use of pesti-
cides are also damaging the
fertility of land and hamper-
ing the production of quality
tea. Due to this, tea produc-
tion have been decreasing
day by day, said an expert of
tea sector.

Another reliable source

said tea production in the

current year have fallen down
by at least five per cent owing
to attack of insects like red-
spiders, helpelties and
white-ants. An eéxperts said
weeding in plantation areas

e e e e e e
Illcremg Sterﬂity of cows(a helping hand Tea gardens in Moulvibazar
threatens dairy farms

From Rajat K Goswami
of tea gardens should be done

. by manual labour, which will

help increase fertilizer from
the organic source and op-
portunity of employment will
also be enhanced.

It is also alleged that, a
section of dishonest traders
with cooperation of some tea

staffs are pilfering tea
leaves from the factories.
They mix tea leaves with
powder of different straws,

leaves and sodium bi-carbon- -

ate and are selling this adul-
terated tea in rural markets

at a low price,
A tea garden official at
Kulaura thana under

Moulvibazar district said due
to the adulteration of tea, en-
tire tea industry of the two
districts have suffered heavy
losses.

Out of country's 178 tea
gardens, 91 are located in
Moulvibazar and 23 in
Hobiganj.

Load-shedding is another
problem in the tea gardens.
An official of a tea en at
Chunarughat thana under
Hobiganj district said tea
gardens in Sylhet division in-
curred losses of Taka six
crore during last year for
load-shedding.

On the other hand, Shady
lrees in the gardens are also
on verge of extinction due to
large-scale cutting. The ab-
sence of such trees is also af-

SATKHIRA: A partial view of the smuggled goods
recovered by the BDR personal of 21 Battalion Satkhira.
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gardens at a
Sometimes they are com-
pelled to sell raw tea leaves
as they could not bring the
leaves under processing
within six hours of ]ﬂum.
sources said.

To remove this Innmn:—-
nience of the small tea gar- -
dens, a scheme to set up
three central tea factories in
the Moulvibazar district are
under consideration of the

A central tea factory styled
'‘Langla Vally Central Tea
Industries Limited’ however
has been established at
Gazipur Tea Garden under
private Iinitiative. More
‘central tea factories' are
needed to be set up in Sylhet
Division urgently for boosting
up country's tea production.

Besides this, though the
main tea produecing areas are
located at Moulvibazar and
Hobiganj districts, country's
only auction market of tea
(Tea Exchange) is in
Chittagong. Another Tea
Exchange is necessary to be
set up at Srimongal, the cen-
tre of the tea producing ar-
eas, it was demanded by the

people of Sylhet division.

Y oungman stabbed
Q&?tudea_th -

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, Sept 18:
One was stabbed to
death by miscreants at
Shambuganj bridge bus stand
in Mymensingh town re-
cently.

It was learnt that the vic-
tim, Salim, 25, was stabbed
by his rival group following a
dispute over toll collection.

A case was lodge with po-
lice in this regard.
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