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Italy Euro
v'ball champs

ATHENS. Sept 17. World
champions Italy twice rallied
from one set down beal the
Netherlands 13-15, 15-10.
11-15, 15-12, 15-11 Satur-
day and retain their Euro-
pean volleyball champi-
onship, reports AP.

It was the second time in
two years Italy outlasted the
Dutch for a major title. Italy,
who have won 46 of the 73

meetings beétween the two
nations, also beat the Neth-

erlands in Turku, Finland, to
win the 1993 European title.

Playing before a crowd of
6,000, Italy led 10-5 in the
first set before the Dutch ral-
lied. Then it was the Italians
turn to rally, coming back
from a 5-0 deficit in the sec-
ond set. After they split the
next two sets, Italy led from
the start of the fifth, needing
only 13 minutes to wrap up a
2-hour and 45-minute match.

Earlier, Yugoslavia routed
Bulgaria 15-4, 15-4, 15-6 to
take third place, an impres-
sive finish considering it was
the country's return to com-
petition since UN sanctions
were eased.

In other games, Russia
trounced Poland 15-5, 15-9,
15-1 for fifth place and host
Greece beat Germany 15-11,
15-4, 13-15, 10-15, 15-10
for seventh.

The top five finishers have
secured a berth in the next
champignship in the
Netherlands in 1997.
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Wild wins
TVA Cup

L L
tennis title

NAGOYA, Japan, Sept 17:
American Linda Wild cap-
tured her first title in two
years by ending Sandra
Kleinova's seed-killing run to
win the 107, 500-dollar TVA
Cup women's tennis tourna-
ment today, reports AFP.

Wild beat the up-and-
coming Czech player 6-4, 6-2
to earn the winner's check of
17,000 dollars.

Wild, ranked as high as
31st in WTA computer rank-
ings last year but currently at
129th. previously won WTA
titles at the Puerto Rico Open
in San Juan and the Sapporo
Open in Japan in 1993,

Kleinova, 17, earlier
pulled off upset victories over
Japanese top-seed Yone
Kamio ranked 26th, third-
seed Mana Endo., also of
Japan, 62nd, and seventh-
seed Park Sung-Hee of South
Korea, 83rd.

Kleinova, ranked 473rd at
the beginning of the season.
is expected to move up to
about 120th next week, after
gaining 100.5 points, includ-
ing 30.5 bonus points, orga-

nizers said.
Kleinova's previous best
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FIFA happy with
French stadia

PARIS, Sept 17: FIFA is
¢ fully satisfied with progress
on the 10 French stadia
which will host the 1998
reports
AFP.

Keith Cooper, FIFA's me-
dia director, said Saturday
there was a "highly positive”
reaction from a delegation
which visited France last
week.

"In contrast to the United
States where it was necessary
to adapt the stadia, here one
has ready-made football grou-
nds with competent people
running them who are used
to hﬂlting big matches each
week," Coaper said.

The main stadium in the
Paris suburb of Sainf Denis,
which will host the tourna-
ment final, is currently under

* construction.

Metz stay in

title race

PARIS, Sept 17: Unbeaten
Metz Sank Monaco 1-0 in the
principality on Saturday to
threaten leaders: Paris St
Germain at the top of the
French League, re;mrts
Reuter.

Metz, who scored with a
29th minute volley f{rom
Robert Pires, are now on 19
points, only one behind the
Parisians, who travel to
Montpellier today.

If the victory confirmed
Metz's solid start to the sea-

:: - son, it climaxed a dreadful

Veteran Rudi ’Uneller [R} of Ha}rer leverkusen atruggles t.o take cmltml nf the h&ll frum
Eintracht Frankfurt's Markus Schupp during their team's German First Division league

match in Leverkusen on Sept 16. Voeller scored once in his team's 2-0 victory.
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result on the WTA Tour was a |

quarterfinal finish in Prague
in May.

"l was thinking a lot and
playing points solid to certain
pattern. 1 knew | had to take
the ball early. because |
watched her a couple of
games yesterday. | was able to
execute really well today, so
I'm pleased.” said Wild.

Kleinova, trading breaks in
the first and eight games
had a chance Lo take the first
set after leading 40-love at 4-

4. but she double-faulted on |

the following point. which
seemed to turm the momen-

tum in favour of the
American. ;
Wild crawled back to|

break the game and then |

never faced a serious chal-
lenge afterwards.
the title on a Czech fore-

winning |

hands error on her second |

match point e

Johansson to

coach Danish
booters

COPENHAGEN, Sept 17

replace

Liverpool lash Blackburn

LONDON, Sept
17: Liverpool to-
ok full advantage
of a dispirited
Blackburn Rovers
on Saturday. con

demning the Premiership
champions to a 3-0 crashing
at Anfield, reports AFP.

All the damage was done
in the first half as Jamie
Redknapp. Robbie Fowler
and Stan Collymore made it
another black day for Rovers,
whose Inisery was com-
pounded by the sending off of
Henning Berg after 52 min-
utes.

Blackburn nonetheless,
have lodged a complaint, wi-

Dany Dichio grabbed two
goals for Rangers. sandwich-
ing England under-21 Trevor
Sinclair's 39th minute effort.
David Wetherall notched a
consolation for Leeds a
minute before time.

Aston Villa moved up to
third-two points behind the
leading duo with a 2-0 iri-
umph over Wimbledon

It was nowhere near as
convincing as the 7-1 score-
line in last season's corre-
sponding fixture, but goals
from Mark Draper and lan
Tavior ensured Villa's jinx
over the Dons continued.

Teddy Sheringham was
Sheffield Wednesday's chief

th snanages..Ray blasiord. wtormentor at Hillsborough

adding: "Knowing Henning
like I do, I feel that booking
was harsh but I have spoken
to the referee and he has
agreed to look at it on video."

Berg said: "I did not touch
him. This happened to me
last season and 1 am sick of
it."

If Berg was sick then
Blackburn., outclassed in
midweek in the Champions
League, were positively in
form in a match delayed for
10 minutes due to a fire alert
There was no dampener.
however, as Liverpool then
set the Anfield turf alight.

Liverpool manager Roy
Evans said: "We were sensa-
tional in the first half with
our passing and movement."

“The game was easy for
them in the second half and
today we have seen the best
and worst of us.”

But Newcastle remain top
of the table after another
sparkling performance. crui-
sing to a 3-1 victory over bot
tom side Manchester City

Peter Beardsley opened
the scoring from the penalty
spot after 17 minutes, and
Alan Ball's men musi have
known it was not to be their
day when right-back Richard
Edghill was sent off seven

| minutes later.

Robert Lee (38 minutes)
and Les Ferdinand (59 his
fifth goal of the season wra
pped up a comfortable victory

| before the match ended on a

brighter note for City with a

' debut goal from new signing
Sweden's Bo Johansson will |

Richard Moeller '

Nielsen as Danish national |

coach when his contract
expires in June next year,
the Danish Football Assc-

-.Iuhlnnnn 52. cu-chtd
the west Danish team
Silkeborg, this year's cham-
pions,

HJK Helsinki
Moeller Nielsen who
coached Denmark to the

European Championship in
1992, said last month that
he would resign when his
contract expired in the mid-
dle of next year.

Johansson, whose earlier
coaching career included
posts with leading Swedish,
Norwegian and Greek teams
as well as Iceland's national
team in 1990-9]1, will have

Gerry Creaney.
Keegan, so critical of his

side after their defeat at
Southampton last week, said
this weck's response had
been everything he had asked

' for

il

| were to bottle the first
from 1992-94 befare |
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"People always criticise
English football.” said the
Newcastle boss. "But if you
15

minutes. throw it away and
have it found in 200 years
you'd never see anything
better

"It had everything great
skill and teamwork and fan
tastic goalkeeping and | was
so pleased with the way we
dominated the game.’

Manchester United stayed
right on Newcastlie's heels
with a 3-0 win over out-
classed Bolton at Old
Trafford. Paul Scholes scored
twice for United. while Ryan
Giggs continued his impres-
sive form after injury by

| notching his second goal in

| successive League

games

| after 34 minutes..

-

It was also a day to jorget
for midweek European her-
oes Leeds. who went down 3
1 at home to QPR and had
central defender John Pem-
berton sent off for two

| bookabie offences

where Tottenham came from
behind to win 3-1.

The England striker had a
major hand in all three Spurs
goals and would have had a
hattrick but for Wednesday
defender lan Nolan putting
the ball in the net himself on
the hour mark,

It was a day of rt]cbratlm:
at Stamford Bridge on Che-
Isea’'s 90th birthday as Glenn
Hoddle's men scored three
times in the lasi 17 minutes
to see of Southampton

Ruud Gullit scored his
first goal in this country just
a minute before the end to
add to Frank Sinclair's 74th
minute opener but there was
still time for Mark Hughes to
make it 3-0 in the final sec-
onds.

"We scored three excel-
lent goals and finished wor-
thy winners,” said Chelsea
manager (len Hoddle. "They
were two excellent volleys by
Mark and Ruud, but Frank's
goal was a good goal. It was
scored when the pressure
was on but for a centre-half
he kept his head extremely
well "

But Hoddle acknowl-
edged: "Ruud is going to be a
happy man tonight aller get-
ting off the mark and Mark's
finish was his speciality a
lovely goal "

Hungary, Itlay
in water polo
WC final

ATLANTA, Sept 17. Tibor
Benedek led Hungary with
four goals in an 11-6 victory
over the United States., and
top-ranked Italy withstood a
Russian comeback to win 6-5
Saturday and advance to the
finals of the IX Water Polo
World Cup reports AP.

Italy will meet Hungary
for the gold medal on
Sunday, and the United
States and Russia will play for
the bronze in the tournament
at the Georgia Tech Aquatics
Centre, sile of the 1996
Olympics water polo compe-
tition

Croatia and Spain also
qualified for the Olympics
with victories Saturday and
will meet Sunday to decide
the fifth and sixth-place fin-
ishers. Spain defeated Gree-
ce 5-3. while the Croatians
lopped The Netherlands 9-
B

The top six fimishers in
the World Cup qualify for the
1996 Games The United

Italy were led by the
scoring of Roberto Calcaterra
and Alessandro Bobo. with
two goais each

|

Gullit said: "It was an im-
portant goal because it was
the goal we needed to be se-
cure.”

‘1 was pleased with the
team performance and with
the crowd. They were very
enthusiastic and gave us that
push we needed. We hope to
have thal every game.”

In a bizarre match at
Highbury, West Ham's substi-
tute goalkeeper Les Sealey
was handed the task of trying
to equalise lan Wright's 75th
minute penally for Arsenal
which turned out to be the
winner.

Sealey's siriking role was
Hammers manager Harry
Redienapp's final throw of the
dice as he had used his two
other substitutes after the
66th minute dismissal of
Julian Dicks.

But it was all in vain as
Arsenal achieved their first
home League win of the sea-
son — although Wright had
missed from the spot in the
first hall after being brought
dovwm by Dicks

Arsenal boss Bruce Rioch
said: "Although the winmng
goal came from a penalty it
was satislactory because we
worked hard and passed the
ball better today than we have
been doing."

"lan Wright showed great
spirit putting it away after

missing the [irst penalty,
which | thought he also
struck well -— but wide."

Middlesbrough continued
their fine start to the season
with a 2-1 win over Coventry
— coming from behind with
goals from Steve Vickers and
Jan-Aage Fjortoft after Bra-
zilian Marques Isaias had
given the sky blues a 47th
minute lead.
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| Zimbabwe
. Senegal
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nine days from Monaco. who
have now lost their last three
matches,

The team coached by
former France international
midfielder Jean Tigana lined

up against Metz after suffer-

ing reverses against PSG in
the League and Leeds United
in the UEFA Cup.

To add to Tigana's woes,
midfielder Sylvain Legwinski
was sent off in the second
half and will miss Monaco's
next league match.

Tigana had to field
Monaco's fourth goalkeeper
this season. Stephane Porato.

First choice Fabien
Abrthez has been out of ac-
tion for months with a knee
injury. Fabien Piveteau pulled
a muscle against Leeds and
Marc Delaroche was badly
hurt in a clash of heads with
defender Basile Boli, also
against Leeds

Reigning champions Nan-
tes were held 0-0 by newly-
promoted Guingamp.
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Medals table on Saturday

| at the end of day four of the

All-Africa Games in Harare.
[Tabulate under gold, sil-
ver, bronze. total):
Coumntry G
Egypt 12
South Africa 10 1
Nigeria
Kenya
Algertia
Tumnsia
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27
34
18
17
16
15
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Mauritius
Ethiopia
Gabon

Sierra Leone
Burundi
{ishana

Ivory Coasl
.ameroon
Burkina Fasso
Central Africa Rep
Angola
Madagascar
Congo
Lesotho
Namibia
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Karen Botha of South Africa leaps into the air to take
bronze in the long jump final at the All-Africa Games in
Harare on Sept 16. The Springbock was later suspended

from the Games after she had tested positive
performance-enhancing stermds.

for
— AFP/UNB photo

{ card at

LAS VEGAS, ¢

pt 17: Julie {:c‘
sar Chavez, sho-
wing the poise
and patience of
a champion in
his 98th fight, wore down
David Kamau in the late
rounds Saturday night to win
a unanimous 12-round decisi-
on and escape with the WBC
super lightweight title,
reports AP.

Chavez overcame a first-
round head butt that opened
a gash over his left eye and
the relentless pressure of
Kamau to retain his 140-
pound (63.5 kilo) title in a
decision that delighted a
highly partisan crowd at the
Mirage hotel-casino.

It was the 96th win in 98
professional fights for Chavez,
who also upped his mark in
title fights to 31-1-1.

But it didn't come easy
against the top-ranked
Kamau, who used his speed
and reach advantage to build
up an early lead before tiring
under the onslaught of
Chavez in the later rounds.

Judge Larry O'Connel
scored the fight 116-114,
while Anek Hongtongkam
favoured Chavez by a 116-112
margin. Judge Carol
Castellano had Chavez win-
ning 117-110. The Associa-
ted Press had the fight even,
114-114.

Chavez, hlm:dlng from the
cut over his left eye caused
with seconds to go in the

first round, appeared frus-
irated in the car]y rounds
Against Kamau, native of
Kenya fighting out of Los
Angeles. *

When he was bhutted, he
grimaced and motioned to
referee Mills Lane, who did
nothing as blood began to
flow from over the eye.

"What bothered me the
most is the referee didn't
interfere when [ got butted,”
Chavez said.

Kamau, always on the
move and the aggressor
much of the time, controlled
the early tempo of the fight,
using his left jab to find the
range and then throwing
combinations that more often
than not found their mark.

The 33-year-old Chavez,
on the other hand. looked
very much like a fighter feel-
ing his age and the effects of
98 pro fights as he seemed
unable to get off his punches
when he had Kamau in range.

But the fight began turn-

in the middle rounds as
amau began tiring and

Chavez started landing more
left hooks.

Chavez knocked down
Kamau with a left hook in the
eighth round. but Kamau was
up quickly, arguing that he
had slipped. By that time,
however, Chavez appeared in
control of the fight while
Mamau was clearly tiring,
tighting most of the time
with his mouth open.

In the final round, how-

tn

Chavez retains WBC crown

ever, it was Chavez going
down, apparently from & left.
Chavez was back up quickly
and Lane ruled it a slip. _
"l don't think I lost the
fight," Kamau said. "In the
12th round I knocked him
down."
Chavez, who earned dirs |
million for the fight,
in line for his planned
two fights, the last one on
May 5 against Oscar De La
Hoya in what figures to be
one of boxing's richest ﬂﬂltl

CVer.

He failed. however, in his
effort to tie a record set by
Joe Louis of 22 knockouts in
title fights. .

Kamau, who like Chavesz
weighed the class limit of
140 pounds, earned 250.000
dollars, has biggest
ever. It was the first loss for
Mamau in 27 fights,

In another title Mt on
the card, Terry Norris re-
tained his WBC super wel-
terweight title
David Gonzales ?ﬂr I.l::ﬂpm ninth
round.

Gonzales had gone down
twice earlier and was wither-
ing under a barrage of
punches when referee
Richard Steele moved in to
stop the bout at 2:59 of the
ninth round.

It was the second title
fight in four weeks for
Norris. who regained the ti-
tle Aug 19 by stopping Luis
Santana in the second round.

by

runmtu Don King (L) holds up the hand of Terry hurris of the United StiiasavhioknockEd d
vut compatriot David Gonzales in the ninth round of his WBC Super Welterweight

(‘hampienship fight at the Mirage Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas on Sept 16,

LAS VEGAS, Se
pt 17: Terry Nu*
rris might look
for a less dura-
ble opponent
the next time
he fights two title fights in
less than a month.

it took Norris nine round
Saturday night to finally dis-
pose of a gamme but outclassed
David Gonzales and retain the
WBC super welterweight ti-

tle he won just four weeks
ago from Luis Santana, re-
ports AF.

Norris knocked down
Gonzales twice but the chal-
lenger was still on his feet
when referee Richard Steele
moved in to stop the fight
just as the bell sounded to
end the ninth round,

Gonzales was taking a
beating and desperately try-
ing to hold on to Norris as
Steele waved the fight (o a
close 2:59 of the ninth
rouind

1 did what | had to do.”
Norris said "l paced myseli
for this fight "

The fight was part of a
the Mirage hotel-
casino topped by Julio Cesar
Chavez. who was dcl"trrdlng

Al

his WBC super lightweight ti-
tle against top-ranked David

Kamau.

Norris, who earned
200,000 dollars, wasted no
tme in showing his domi-
nance against Gonzalez, the
WBC's No 12 contender who
took the fight on only a
week s notice.

He knocked down Gon-
zales with a left-right com-
bination two minutes into the
fight, but Gonzales got up
guickly and managed to last
the round.

Norris dominated the en-
tire way but Gonzales fought
gamely, landing an occasional
right hand while trying 1o
pressure the champion.

A big right hand by Norris
early in the fifth round put
Gongzales down again, but
again he got up and finished
the round on the attack.

"l didn't think he was go-
ing to get up,” Norris said.

But the sheer multitude of
punches, many coming from
a stiff Jeft jab, finally wore
dowrn Gonzales. He was al-
most defenseless when
Steele finally moved in to
siop the fight, much to the
displeasure ol the crowd.

Karen suspended for doping

HARARE, Scpt 17
| South Afrtran athle-

' te Karen Botha,
wife of former Sp-

ringbok rugby ca-
ptain Naas Botha.
has been suspended from the
All-Africa Games for using a
banned stimulant. an organis-
ing committee official said on
Sunday, reports Reuter

He said the Supreme
Council for Sports in Africa
was expected to announce
the suspension later and
Botha faced an automatic
three-month ban.

The official, who asked
not to be identified. said it
would affect the results of the
long jump, in which Botha
won a bronze medal, and the
sprint relay. where South
Africa won a silver and Botha
had competed in the heats.

'Our understanding is that
all along Karen Botha knew
what the tablets she took
were capable of doing,” he
said

South African team doctor
Ismail Jakoet said on

. Saturday Botha had tested
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positive for the banned sub-
stance dextropropoxyphen.

'We are absolutely sure
Karen took these pills unwit-
tingly," Jakoet told reporters.

Botha told a news confer-
ence on Saturday the sub-
stance was contained in
medication prescribed by a
doctor for back pains and she
had taken it for the first time
in June.

"You know when you jump
you get these back pains. |
actually took these tablets
knowing they would give me
relief.”

The organising committee
official said Botha declared
the medication she was un-
der after she was asked for a
urine sample.

South African officials have
stood by Botha.

"1 do not defend Botha but
she did not deliberately use
these substances ® said South
African head of delegation
Mluleki George. “l believe she
is vervy mnocent.”

George said some coun-
tries taking part in the
Gamres in Zimbabwe had a

— AFP/UNB phnto

Norris Gonzales’ nightmare

"1 felt the fight should be
stopped no matter how much
time was left," Steele said. "I
knew they had four more
rounds to go and | knew he

couldn't go four meore
rounds.”
Norris, 151, of Campo,

California, improved to 40-6
with 25 knockouts. Gonzales,
152. of Houston, dropped to
40-5-1.

In another fight, former
two-time champion Michael
Carbajal was supposed to
meet Mexico's Goya Garcia
in a 10-round bout, but it was
cul back to six rounds just
before the fighters entered
the ring.

As it turned out, Carbajal
didn't even need that long.

Carbajal knocked down
Garcia in the first round and
battered him at will before
finally stopping him at 1:46
of the third round of their
junior flyweight fight.

Carbajal, a former two-
time champion, and Garcia,
of Mexico, were to have
fought a 10-round fight, but it
was cut back to six rounds
after some preceding bouts
went the distance.

grudge against South Africa,
which is participating for the
lirst time, because it chal-
lenged their traditional dom-
inance of sport on the conti-
nent.

Nunez's nifty
crown

WINSCHOTEN. Nether-
lands, Sept 17: Brazilian
Valmir Nunez took
of near perfect conditions to
take more than four minutes
off his previous best and win
the 100-kilometre (63.18-

mile)] World Challenge by
more than two minutes,
reports AP

Nunez finished 10 trips
around a 10-kilometre (6.3
mile) circuit in this northern
Dutch town in 6 hours, 18
minutes, 9 seconds,
his previous best of 6:22:1
and Alexey Volgin of Russia,
who finished in 6:20:44.

Tom Johnson of the
United States was third in
6:30.11, a new personal best

by | | minutes

b



