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F aunting Scenes on Wood and Ceramic

by Fayza Haq

Rupam Chowdhury . who had an exhibition
of his woodcarvings and paintings on ceramic
recently at the Gallery Tone, goes beyond the
decorative and the picturesque when he
deals with his work. Using fine hammer and
chisels he has been doing woodcarving on his
own ,during his spare time for the past eight
years, and now plans to go overseas using his
talent for carving for a living.

In "Dream-1" we see a semi-abstract carv-
ing of a young woman contemplating on her
future as a young wife, thinking of all the
possible limitations and pleasures as a young
wife. We follow the dream in "Dream-2" with
its conventional and idyllic coupling of swans,
fish boats and happy couples.These dreams
are not altogether naive ones. They take a
pessimistic turn in the final dream phase
when the young woman is seen as caught in a
web of problems and perplexities. The criti-
cal eyes of society seem to be following her
everywhere as she tries to dodge among the
manyfold problems of adult life.

"Distant Thunder” recalls the attack of the
public on women at the Pahela Baishak mela
in 1994. The boisterous hoodlums preying on
the women are depicted as wild animals and
birds. The helpless, frightened figure of the
nude woman stand for the tormented women.
The face at the side is that of the onlook-
ers.who, according to the artist, could have
changed the fate of the women at the mela if
they had taken a decisive step and stopped
the meaningless and shameful rampage.

On a prown and burnt sienna pottery piece
religious fanatics are seen as contorted white
figures with long beards , shouting out fativas
among the villagers. Next to them are smartly
turned out brand of intellectuals who pander
to the needs of the masses and make conve-
nient speeches to sway the simple emotions
of the people. Along with them are brought
the bureaucrats, politiclans and the mastans.
The ordinary public is imprisoned by the
pressures of the evil elements of society.
Topping them all is an unlucky symbel that is

swallowing up the pupulation and ushering in
evil,

The theme of oppressed women and our
stultifying society is carried on in a vase
where a woman with wild flying hair is de-
picted. In the background are seen her hands
tied up with a rope. In front are seen ugly
evil demons prancing around the woman and
making her life as miserable as possible.

On one side of a wooden lamp is to be
seen a female figure trying to cover up her
shame while her neighbours are staring, leer-
ing and jeering at her. On the other side of
the lamp is seen the face of another woman,
quivering with agony, having no means to
escape from her sufferings.

Although Rupam is deeply concerned with
the injustice and malpractice in our society,
he is also very aware of the natural beauty that
surrounds us. In "Country Music-1" he has
brought in the peace, tranquility and harmony
that one finds in the Bangladeshi villages with
the inevitable trees, boats and the light
cascading sound of the palki palanquin. This
is done in woodcarving as is also the case of
“Three Friends" where birds are seen in their
natural environment of branches and leaves.
"River Life -1" is a realistic piece that depicts
a boatman pulling a boat along the river coast.

Picturesque and eye-catching is "Innocent
Friends" , which dwells on a young girl seen
with a fawn , surrounded by a dense forest.
The manner in which it is done reminds one
of the {llustrations of Eurgpean fairy tales.

In praise of nature, are "Life and Unity"-1
and 2, which depict the banding of elephants
and horses."We human beings claim ourselves
to be civilised but more often than not we are
ready to turn against our fellow beings so that
others are deprived and we may succeed.”
Rupam comments.

It is a pity that Rupam is compelled to go
for a living overseas. If he had been given the
opportunity, his talent could surely have
flowered in Dhaka.
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A NY Times eulogy to Prof Yunus

If there is one man who
has achieved stardom at the
United Nations Fourth World
Conference on Women, it is
the soft-spoken economist
from Bangladesh who wan-
dered into disparately poor
village 20 years ago and got
an idea that is changing the
face of banking, the New
York Times commented on
Thursday last, reports BSS

" The widely circulated
American daily quoied the
economist, Muhammad
Yunus, who founded the
Grameen Bank to help poor,
as saying "Capital does not
need to be handmaiden only
of the rich. Access to credit
should be a human right irre-
spective of economic situa
tion."

In a commentary titled
“Star at conference on

women: banker who lends to
the poor” by Patrick E Tyler,
the New York based newspa-
per said, he is a pioneer in
extending “micro-credit for
micro-enterprises, a poverty
fighting strategy that is
widely supported by the del-
egates to the conference.

The New York Times
gquoted Yunus as saying that
the owners of capital can be
convinced that the poor rep-
resent a large. untapped
credit market where survival
instincts and local skills
make the borrowers a good
risk. As proof, the Grameen
Bank had a loan volume of
nearly 400 millon US dollars
last year and is approaching
500 million this year, -naking
it the largest bank in the
wnrld

The commentary said:
"The bank has made small
loans to two million families
in 95,000 villages in
Bangladesh, where more than
90 per cent of the borrowers
are women and repayment
rates exceed 90 per cent.
Since Grameen served as the
first large-scale demonstra-
tion that the poor are cred-
itworthy. The concept has
branched out to Latin
America, Africa and Asia.’

It said: "In 1985, micro-
credit institutions and small
credit cooperatives had about
one million customers
worldwide. While the figure
today is approaching 10 mil
lion. It represents only 2 per
cent of the estimated 500
million women worldwide
who have virtually no access

to credit

Eastern Refinery Limited

(A Subsidiary of Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation)
North Patenga, Post Box No.3

Chittagong-4000
Bangladesh

Date. 13th September, 1995

International Tender Notice

Sealed tenders on C & F Chittagong basis are hereby invited from the bonafide

Manufacturers/Suppliers/Agents for supply of the following materials as per specifications
given in the respective schedules available with the relevant Tender Documents.

Tender No. |

|
1

Description of : Cost of
Matenals

Schedule

P N b o e o L |

ERPUR/FP-49/95

]; Various

———— — g ———

Last date for |
Tender | purchasingof |

Pipe | Tk 100/-

13-1{}-95

|Flngs |

Oil Colouting Dye | Tk 100/-
| (for identificabon) |

| Temperature Gauge |

M .?.___— = e

| Tk 100/

#

m 53/95
e-Tender)

Stainless
Nuts & Bolts

Steel | Tk m

: 18-10-05

| 211095

| 21-10:95

mmmmmmmmm Accwntsomcer{(:uh}ui
Eastemn Refinery Limited, North Patenga, Chittagong and the Manager, Dhaka Liaison
Office, Eastern Refinery Limited, 338, Segun Bagicha, Dhaka on payment of the cost of
Tender Schedule in Taka or other equivalent currency (Non-refundable).

The tender must be dropped in the tender box kept in the Purchase Department,
Eastern Refinery Limited, North Patenga, Chittagong, Bangladesh as per date & time
mentioned in the tender documents.

The Eastern Refinery Limited Authority reserves the right not to accept the lowest
tender & reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason thereof.

Mobin-u Hogque
ger (Purchase

A Jatiya Party prﬂéeasmn led by party secretary-general Anwar Hossain Ha'n,ju at thc
city's Asad Gate aresa during hartal hours yesterday.

_ The Bily Star 3

(GCARMIENT STOCKS WANT )

SHIRTS/T-SHIRTS/BLOUSES/DRESS/TROUSERS/ |
JEANS/SHORTS/SKIRTS/TRACKSUIT/SWEATERS

ETC. PLS FAX DETAILS TO HK (852)27635798/

TEL : 23891893 MR LEE/TSANG

Plea for not hm the Prem

The leader of the journal-
ists community yesterday ex-
pressed their deep concern
at the incidents of attacks on
press vehicles and harass-
ment of journalists by a sec-
tion of pickets during hartal
hours, and urged the hartal
observing parties to refrain
their pickets from such activ-
ities, reports BSS.

In a joint statement acting
president of BFUJ, Manzur
Ahmed. secretary general
Amanullah Kabir, DUJ presi-
dent Zahirul Hug and general
secretary Ruhul Amin Gazi
urged the leaders of all polit-
ical parties and conscious
section in the society to re-
alise the gravity of such situa-
tion and said, the community
would never allow any quar-
ter to foil the freedom of the
press by pressure and

The: statement said:
have observed with graw:
concern that during  hartal
programmes, a section of
pro-hartal pickets have at-
tacked the journalists and
the vehicles carrying them.
Last Saturday, the ?clﬂ-:les of
five dailies and a weekly were
damaged in the city. Two
journalists were dragged out =
of their vehicles at Hajipara.
Rampura and the drivers of
these vehicles were robbed
of.

Besides, at 11 am,
Saturday, bombs were hurled
at the office of the
Bangladesh Photo Journalists'
Association at Purana Paltan.

One press photographer
was dragged out of his vehi-
cle and threatened yesterday.
At different inter-sections, a

Call for new
national edn
policy

Speakers at a discussion
yesterday urged the govern-
ment and cothers concerned
to formulate a new national
education policy on the basis

of national consensus, re-
ports BSS,

The discussion titled,
"Formulation of a New
National Education Policy on

the Basis of National
Consensus.” held under the
auspices of Bangladesh

Education Foundation at its
office premises in observance
of the Education Day yester-
day, according to a press re-
lease of the organisation.

The meeting demanded
formulation of education po-
licy on the basis of Dr Qudrat-
i-Khuda Education commi-
ssion report, Interim Educa-
tion Policy of 1978 and the
ten recommendations by the
sub-committee of the ed-
ucation ministry in confor-
mity with the modern tech-
nology .

Masud‘s photo
show begins

section of pickets stopped
the press vehicles and asked
for the president and gen-
eral secretary of the associa-
tion by names.

The BFUJ and DUJ lead-
ers said that such activities
were posing serious threats
to the press freedom and
safety to the journalists.

RENATA LIMITED

Registered office : 6/3, Segun Bagicha
G.P.O. Box-303, Ramna, Dhaka-1000

NOTICE is hereby given that the periods of closure

of Register of Members and the Share Transfer
Books of the Company have been extended from
Sunday, September 10, 1995 to Sunday, September
24, 1995 (both days inclusive).

By order of the Board
S.H.KABIR
Chairman

Dated, Dhaka;
September 17, 1995

RENATA LIMITED

Registered office : 6/3, Segun Bagicha
G.P.O. Box-303, Ramna, Dhaka-1000

Date : September 18,1995

NOTICE OF THE ADJOURNED 22ND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

This is to inform all concemed that with the unanimous consent of all shareholders
present at the Twenty Second Annual General Meeting of Renata Limited, held on
Sunday, September 17, 1995 at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel, Minto Road, Dhaka-1000
at 11:30 A.M., the said Twenty Second Annual General Meeting of the Company
stood adjourned to meet again on Sunday, September 24, 1995 at Dhaka Sheraton
Hotel, Minto Road, Dhaka-1000 at 11.30 A. M. There is no change in the agenda of

the Notice of the Meeting.

Persons who are already appointed as Proxies may attend the adjourmned montang

The penod of closure of Register of Members and the Share Transfer Book of the
Company have been extended upto Sunday, September 24, 1995 and no shares
transfer (s) will be effected till 24.9.1995.

We express our regret for the inconvenience caused to the shareholders.

S. H. KABIR
CHAIRMAN

tOomorrow

A three-day solo photog-
raphy exhibition by Syed
Masud Hossain of the Depar-
tment of Films and Publica-
tions will be. held- at Shilpa- }
kala Academy tomerrow,
reports BSS.

Photographs of some 250
litterateurs will be on display.

M Morshed Khan, Special
Envoy to the Prime Minister,
will inaugurate the function
at 5:00 pm.

Mobarok Hossain Khan,
director general of Shilpakala

Academy, will preside.

The mt}r umt of Jamaat-e- Iulatm Bangladesh hmught out
a procession in the city yesterday in support of
Star photo

opposition's 72-hour nation-wide hartal. -

RENATA LIMITED

Registered office : 6/3, Segun Bagicha
G.P.0O. Box-303, Ramna, Dhaka- 1000

Dated : September 18, 1995

nmwiw'[umounnm EXTRA-ORDINARY GENERAL MEETING

This is to inform all concemed that with the unanimous consent of all shareholders
present at the Extra- Ordinary General Meeting of Renata Limited held on Sunday,
September 17, 1995 at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel, Minto Road, Dhaka-1000 at 12.30
P.M., the said Extra-Ordinary General Meeting of the Company stood adjourned to
meet again on Sunday, September 24, 1995 at Dhaka Sheraton Hotel, Minto Road,
Dhaka-1000 at 12.30 P.M. There is no change in tl?e agenda of the Notice of the

meeting.

Persons who are already appointed as proxies may attend the adjourned meeting.
We express our regret for the inconvenience caused to the shareholders.

S. H. KABIR
CHAIRMAN
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